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STSTRVE SEE EES! 


To the Citizens and Inhabitants of the ( once famous) ? 

- City of London, eſpecially to thoſe amongſt them, 
who are Builders of Houſes, and Maiters or 
Governors of Families: Grace, Mercy, * 
and Peace, &c. | 


- 


Dearly Beloved in our Lord 7 eſs we 


His Treatiſe ( ſuchas it is, ) 1 dedrcate to * 

you; Ijudging it moſt proper, to deds- 
 catethat to you,. the great defignof which, 
is( in ſpecial) to excite you, to dedicate your 
Perſons, your Houſes, your All, to God. Had 
[ gone by favours received, by Perſonal obligations, + 
( the uſual meaſures bywhich writers proceed, in 
making their Dedications, ( in which they take 
the opportunitie, of acknowledging favours recei- 
ved, and of expreſling their gratztude for them, ) 
 Ifay, hadI1 gone by theſe meaſures, ( although 
I muſt ever acknowledge my ſelf, highly obliged 
to verie many of -yon,' yet) certainly 1 had elſes 
where made this Dedication; ( v2.) to that (tru: - 
ly ) Honourable Perſon, ( with whom 1 have had 
the happineſs-long to live,) to whom for her | 
| A 2 favours, _ 
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| favours, to me and mine, I owe more than 
to all the world beſides. But the Rule, by 
which (at preſent) I go, is the matter, here 
- treated of and inſiſted upon : that therefore be- 
ing molt ſuztable and applicable to you, and you 
| being ſpecially ( though not excluſively) concern- 
'edinit, and this diſcourſe, being penn'd on pur- 
poſe upon your" particular Gaſe, ( of Rebuilding 
your Houſes, ) 1 could not but judge it moſt con- 
venient,, to preſent and dedzcate it to you. 

As to the Dedication T am right enough, but I 
wiſh, I could give my ſelf and others, as ſatisfa- 
Etory an, account, concerning the thing dedicated ; 
but indeed that I cannot do. I here tender to 
your publick view, avery mean and enconfiderable 
piece; 2 Diſcourſe more plain, more unpoliſhed, 
more ordjnary than this, hath very ſeldom ſeen 
the light. And howI come to trouble you, or 
the world, with ſuch zmperfet, worthleſs endea- 
yours of mine, I dd not well know, and ( to any 
' that will be ſevere) can /eſs juftifie. 1 cannot but 
look upon - my ſelf as guilty of that, which I have 
cenſured in ſome, lamented in others; namely, 
the burdening and overcharging the world with 
Books, many of which are as empty, as the Card:s- 
nals Trunks once were; and which contain no- 
thing in'them, but what is trite, common, almoſt 
trivial. Surely it ould not be thus, and it would 
not be thus, it men had either that ray 

tnat 


Citizens of London: 
that modeſtly, which might well be expected: __ 
The plain #hread-bare ſuit, may doWell enough 
at home, but when perſons. go abroad, better 
clothes are required ; 'tis folly to open that ſops 
wherein there are no wares; for by this, the ſeller 
' is diſparaged, and the buyer diſappointed. I need * 
not make the Application, others will do that for 
me ; and they ( proþably ) will firſt begin with - 
| my ſelf, who am too much within the 14/p of theſe 
alluſions. Well, it it fall out ſo, I muſt ſpbmit ; 
ſevere reflexions upon what I have here done, ate 
(1 fear ) too juſtly deſerved by me. All that I 

ave to ſay, ( for your ſatisfattion and my own en- 
couragement ) is this, the ſubje&t ( which L purſue) * 
is very excellent,_( in it ſelf,”) and very ſeaſonable, * 
( for you, } ( with reſpect to that great affair, 
which now lies upon your hands: ) the matter is 
weighty, though the manner of handling - it be 
weak; the former muſt make ſome amends and 
reparation for the latter ; had it not been for the 
excellency and ſeaſonableneſs of what 1 inſiſt upon, * 
I had ſifled theſe Papers in the very birth, and 
the Sun ſhould never have ſhone upon ' them ; but 
that being ſeriouſly conſidered by me, 1am en- 
couraged to make them publick; and 1 am not 
without hope, but that ( notwithſtanding all my 
defetts and infirmities ) ſome good may be cficcted 
by them. And in this hope, I commit them to 
God, and to his Benediftion, 
a 3 '. , Now 
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Now fince [lay ſo great 'a ſtreſs upon the ſub” 
je& or argument here proſecuted, tis requiſite 
that [preſently give you ſome account of that : 
- *ris then (in a word,) Holy or Religious Dedzca- 
tion; the principal and main notion of which, is 
the Devoting of Self and All to God: many other 
things ( as you will find, are zncluded in it, and 
are expreſſive of it, but this nientioned is the 
main thing; as in holy dedication, you have the 
| witals of Religion, ſo in this at of devoting All to 
God, you have the vals of dedication. This ( in 
the general conſideration of it) is a dutie, I. Very 
fpiritual: 2. Very comprehenſroe ; for indeed all 
duty is contained in it, ( either formally or virtu- 
ally and reduttively:) Dedication to God through 
Chrift, is the ſummary of Law and Goſpel; 'tis 
the Synopſis, Epitome, Abridgment of all Pratt- 
' cal Drioimity: he that doth this, doth a//, he that 
_ doth not this, doth nothing..' 2. Very neceſſary ; 
; bothasto the truth of grace here, and alſo as to 
the poſſeflion of glory hereafter. Baptiſmal de- 
aication may make men Chriſtians, but *'tis only 
the dedication ( which I ſpeak of) which can make 
| them real Saints in this life, and happy Saints in 
the life to come. And 4. 'tis 4 moſt high, raiſed, 
weighty, fundamental duty; tis the very Heart 
and Spzrit of Chriſtianitie, the marrow, pith, 
kernel, quinteſſence of Religion lies in 'it :-'tis not 
enly a /þ:iritual dutic, bur 'tis the very ſpirit of 

Ed. | duty. 
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duty.* Theſe things you will find fully proved - 
( as I hope ) in this Treatiſe, here ( that I may not . 
detain you too long in the Porch) I do but glance * 
"upon them. Since then I muſt be printing, ( not- 
withſtanding that rooted averſeneſs that is in me 
thereunto,) could I have pitched upon'a better 
Argument than this ? O that the meanneſs of the 
writer and of the writing, may not diſparage the 
nobleneſs and excellency of the ſubjett? 

Worthy friends, 1 ſet before you no lately upſtart . 
or novel doctrine ; I come not with nice and cars- 
ous points, ( tending more to ſpeculation than re-.* 
al profit, ) or with what is abſtruſe and mtricate, 
( to perplex your heads ; ) I put no bone into your 
hands, ( by which your teeth might be broken, ra- 
ther than your ſouls fed and nour:;ſhed;) I donot 
preſent you with matters polemical and controver- 
fial, about Dotrine, Diſcipline, or any- other 
thing : 1do not trouble you, with what concerns 
party and party, ſo as to make it my buſineſs, to 
bring you over to a fide; neither do Þ lead you to 
things, which lie but in the ſuburbs of Religion, 
and are a great way off from ſalvation: All theſe 
( or at leaſtwiſe ſome of theſe,) I have defienedly 
and mduſftriouſly ſhunned : That which I offer to 

on, is ag ancrent as the word of truth, very plain 
and facile, intelligible to the meaneft capacitie, - 
of )a Pra#ical Nature, tending only to the ad- 
Pancement of piety and godlineſs, that wherein we 
a 4 all _ 
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all agree ( as tothe Theory, ) and which we muſt 
all praftiſe, as weare Chriſtians, that which lies 
next to the very heart of Religion, and is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to future bleſſedneſs: this is the 
| true ſtating of what purſue in this Diſcourſe, 
' andal{thw is wrapp'd up, and to be found in Holy 
Dedication. 
This is the Dautie #2 general, which I branch 
' out or reduce to #wo Heads, viz. Dedication Per- 
; ſonal and Domeſiick : the explication and enforce- 
nent of theſe two, is the work and buſineſs of this 
 -bittle volume. I know, other ſpecies might be aſ- 
{igned of this Genus, or other Parts of this whole, 
but theſe two were as much, as Tat preſent could 
gralp, and therefore I name no more. I did in- 
tend indeed a Third Branch, but I will give you 
an account of that by and by. Concerning this 
two-fold Dedication, I will here ſay nothing ; it 
you pleaſe to peruſe the Book, you will there find 
them 4:/t;nttly opened, ( in what is proper to each 
- of them,) and alſo pratically urged, by ſeveral 
convincing and powerful conſiderations. 
That I zngroft adiſcourlſe ( of the Dedication of 
the Perſon, )) upon this ſtock, ( which only ſpeaks 
of the dedication of the houſe,) is (I confeſs) a 
breach of the ſiri&t Rules of method : But Iwiſh 
this was my greateſt fault, I ſhould more eaſily 
then preſume upon a pardon. The truth is, 
. when [firlt fixed my thoughts upon the Text, I 
a | | intended 


Citizens of Londqn. _ 
intended only to ſpeak of Houſe Dedication; but 
when I had waded a little into that point, I pre-'' 
ſently perceived, that it- was Gs for me, 
to premiſe ſomething concerning the dedication of 
the perſon ; becauſe this maxim offered it ſelf to 
me, that Perſonal Dedication muſt antecede Do- 
meſtick Dedication, and that. no man will dedicate 
his Houſe to God, unleſs he do firft dedicate his 
ſelf to God. Upon the evigence of this trath, I 
could not but do, what I have done : If I have v10- 
lated the laws of method, you: muſt, excuſe me; 
for I could not judge theſe ſo conſiderable, as the 
carrying on of my great deſign, which was this, 


to give you an entire diſcourſe upon a duty ſo weighty | 


and ſo neceſſary ; and/had I ſpoken of the one, and 
not of the other, the Diſcourſe would not -have / 
been entire. Had Iforeſeen, that I ſhould have _ 
been ſo large upon the Dedication of. the Perſon, 
I would have pitch'd upon ſome Scripture which ' 
had been more expreſiand proper to it; but that 
was as much beyond my imagination, as thy is be- 
ſides my Text. And when Thad made up the gar- 
ment, I could not think it worth my tine and 
trouble, to ſearch out another Body, which would 
exatily fit it. But I check my ſelf, in writing 
thus much about it, for may be ſs time. would 
have done that, than what I ſpend in writing this 
Apology. 

This 9bje&1on ( as to the firſt branch of Holy De- 


dicatt- 
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' dication,) is made againſt my ſelf, but ( as to the 
| ſecond Branch,) there (1 fear) objettions will be 
made againſt the Thing : Perſonal Dedication can- 
not be denied, as a duty lying upon ia//; but 
Houſe Dedication ( poſſibly ) will not ſo cally be 
aſſented to, under that notion. Some (tis like ) 
may argue againf?# this, and that too, upon dif- 
ferent grounas.and pretexts : for ſome may objett, 
that 'tis Novel ; others, that 'tis Few:ſh and antr- 
quated, and now under the Goſpel out of date and 
ſuperannuated, and therefore not to be preſſed as a 
duty. : | 
» *Tis neither convenient nor neceſlarie, to ſay 
much for the obviating or anſwering of theſe objettt- 
ons; theſe blocks may ſoon be removed out of the 
way. As to the firf, I'm ſure this is not New, 
to have the higheſt truths, and the moſt zmportant 
duties, charged with being New: all along No- 
velty hath been pleaded againſt matters of faith 
and prattice., When Paul preached Chriſt and 
the Reſurrection, the Athenians branded his Do- 
Ctrine with thy; May we know, what this New 
Dottrine whereof thou ſpeakeſt, w? Afts 17.19. 
As they, (though upon a different account, ) - 
what New Do&trine is this ? Mark 1. 24. this is the 
uſual carriage of men, with reſpe& to the great 
diſcoveries of the Goſpel. Bur to the buſineſs in 
- *hand: Is Houſe-Dedication new? that which 
\ . waspradliſed by David himſelf, is that new? that 
| ;* which 
>. 


-- 
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which was enjoyned by God, in the t:mes of the 
Law, is that new? ( See Deut. 20. 5.) that 
which was done by Abraham, by Foſhuah, and by 
divers others, ( recorded in the word ) is that New ? 
State Houſe-dedication aright, and in its full la- 
titude, and you will find, ever ſince Religion was 
in the world, that ſuch as were ſer:oyſly religious, 
did always make conſcience of it; and therefore 
is that New ? O how apt is the naughtie heart of 
man, to catch at every thing, which may ſerve 
for a fence againſt dutic, and which may a little 


blunt the edog of conviftion about it! And as to' 


the ſecond objedton,: that this —_— the Houſe 
isa Fewiſh thing, and not obligatory under the Goſ- - 
pel, that I abſolutely deny. If it be meant by 
Feniſh, that the Fews practiſed this duty, that I 
grant; but if that be a/, that is intended in the 
objettion, then it ceaſes to bean objection : Maſt 
we do nothing that the Fews did * mult everie 
thing be ſhunned by us, as Fewſh, which was ' 
done by that people ? then we muſt part with 
much of our Religion, even in things unqueſtion- 
able. But if it be meant by Fewiþh, the doing of 
ſomething which was :mrted to the Fews, and to 
was to vaniſh ; then the objettzon is grounded upon 
a falſhood, and upon a great miſtake, Houſe-ded:- 
cation being no ſuch thing: Ineed ſay no more by 
way of Refutation, than juſt to open the nature of 

| the 


the me diſpenſation, and which afterwards 
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the dutic: take it in general, under the Title of 
Houſe-dedication, there may be ſome appeargnce 
of Fudaiſm in it; but take it in its ſeveral parts 
and branches, ( as here I ſpeak to it and urge it, ) 
ſo it conſiſts of nothing, but what is moral, and 
what is of perpetual obligation: To enter upon the 
Habitation, by Prayer and Praiſe, is this Fewiſh ? 
To commit the Houſe to Gods protettion, is this 
Femiſh? To advance Religion, Piety, Godlineſs 
in the Family, is this Fewiſþ? To devote dome- 
ſtick meretes to God, is this Fewsſh ? Have not al 
theſe a moral ſtamp and ſignature upon them ? .and 


ſoare not Chriſtians m_w the: Goſpel, obliged to 
them ? If the Fews dedication X* their Houſes, 
had li'n only in ſome external, ceremonial, civil 
Rites, and [had preſſed them upon you, then the 

objettion/had been of ſome force ; but when I preſs 
nothing upon you, but what lies in Relig:ous afts, 
(which are as proper to us as: they could be ta 
them,) in the verie ſubſtantial, or eſſential parts 
of ſanttification and godlineſs, Fudaiſm cannot. be 
alledged, to take you off from the performance 
of it. Idefire the Reader, not to paſs judgment 
upon the General Title, but firſ# to peruſe and 
weigh the particulars, 'by which 'tis opened, and 
then let him tell me? whether Houſe-dedication 
(as ſo ſtated) be a Fewiſh, antiquated thing, or 
whether it be not rather a moral duty, and that al 


' perſons whatſoever are now under the obligation of 
"9 Honoured 
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Honoured Gitizens, I hope-no objefions, nor 
diſcouragements neither, ( from without or from 
within, ) ſhall ever be able to keep you off froma 
- due performance of this blefled dutie of Houſe- . 
dedication: You are now very buſie, in joyning 
houſe to houſe, ( but not in the Prophets ſenſe, Iſa. 
5.8.) inthe reparring of your breaches, in the 
re-edifying of your waſt and deſolate Habitations, 
( which for ſome time have been forſaken, and /eft 


like a wilderneſs, and cut off through the fierce an- | | 


ger of the Lord, Ifa. 27. 10. Jer. 25.37.) and here- 
in I pray the God of Heaven to proſper you. . Now 
to preſent you: with ſome thing, that might be 
ſuitable and ſeaſonable for this enterpriſe, this is 
my principal-arm- and deſign... As to the late ter- 
rible Fire, (the ſaddeſt Tragedy that Providence 
hath a&ed ( or permitted to be acted) upon the 
Stage of the world, in theſe latter Ages,) as to 
that Fire I ſay, which in four days, by four large 
ſmarths, mowed down ſo many thouſands of your 
' dwellings, this I meddle not with, ( farther than 
as the matter infiſted upon in this Treatiſe, doth 
here and there lead me toit; you haye had the 
pious labours of ſeveral perſons already upon that 
ſad and diſmal Argument, to which I ſhall add no- 
thing : ) "Tis the bright ſide of the cloud that my 
cyc is upon, 'tis the building not the. burning of 
your Houſes which I treat of: and what is it in 
reference to this, which 1 urge ? .but that they 

| may 
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may be conſecrated and dedicated to God, when- 
ever they ſhall be bu:l: : And under thy Head, I 
reduce all that I have to ſay ; and doth not the 
duty ſpeak for it ſelf ? Doth it not carry its own 
light and conviftion along with it ? Doth not the 
late tremendous hand of God call upon you for \ 
this ?: Aﬀer ſuch conflagrations, . will you not en- 
ter upon your Houſes, and ive in them, with 
a dueſenſe of God ? When Godhath been ſo con- 
a with you, ſhall things be juſt as they were* 
before? Shall not the voice of ſuch a rod be heard, 
in ſome notable reformation ? Hath God over- 
thrown many of you, as he overthrew Sodom and 
Gomorrah, and yewere as brands'pluckt out of the 
turning, and will ye not yet return to the Lord ? 
( Ames 4. 11. ) Do ye not yet perceive, that tis 2 
fearful thing to fall into the hands of the Irving God ? 
Will you 4g47n provoke God, - to return with the 
. ſame judgment? I beſeech you, conſider what 
God hath done, what you have done, what you are 
now todo; and carry it ſo, that breaches betwixt 
God and you may be healed, that his anger ( the 
\, worſt of Fires) may be quenched, that all. d:fferen- 
ces may be comprimiſed, that you may be ſecured 
from all evils, and /ive in the enjoyment of all 
bleſſings : And the moſt compendious way to this, 
is. firſt to dedicate your perſons, and then your 
houſes to God : O let God dwell where you dwell ; 
let God be entertained in vour Habitations: O 
| keep 
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keep up his worſhip, promote his interef?, devote all 
to his ſervice and glory ; live under a continual de- 
pendance upon him, and an anjverſal devotedneſs 
to him, and let not fin find any harbour, or have 
any reception in your Houſes; thus do, and fear 
not, all will-be well; be you faithful in your de- 
dication, and God will be fazthful in his protettzon 
and benediftion ; Perſons and places dedicated, are 
under a ſpecial providence, God will not have them 
to be touched. | 

There are very many things, which your pre- 
ſent affairg and a&ings, might lead me to ſpeak 
to: by way of advice: You are much taken up 
with building, O that ſpiritual building may not 
be neglefed by. you. Pray mind the building of 
your Ark, and do as Noah did, Heb. 11. 4. Inſuch 
threatmng times as theſe are, it concerns every 
man, to have his Ark ready made : 'tis better now 


- to be without an houſe, than without an Ark; we 


have ſeen ſeveral deluges of judgments, what will 
be next we know not : . Prov. 22. 3. 4 prudent man © 
foreſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf, but the femple 
paſs on and are puniſhed, You are erefling fair 
and beautiful Houſes, but are you your ſelves, the 
Houſe, Building, Temple of God, that he may 
dwell and inhabit in you ?- Heb.3.6. 1x Pet. 2.5. 
x Cor. 3.9, 16. 2 Cor. 6. 16. Eph. 2.22. You 
are NG Earth, but what' do you do for 
Heaven? Doye lay a good foundation apainft the 

| wy time 

/ 
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time to come, that ye may layihojd on eternal life? 
( as 'tis 1 Tim. 6. x9.) Are you by a ſaving Faith 
built upon Chriſt, that great and only foundation 2 
x Gor. 3.11. What nc have ye, of a build- 
ing of God, of an houſe not made with hands, eter- 
- nal mm the Heavens? (2 Gor. 554.) Thus from 
your external and material buildings, I might 
take occaſion, to ſuggeſt divers things, which rz- 
fer to inward, ſpiritual and myſtical Building, (for 
by this alluſion, the ſpirit of God in Scripture; 
doth much delight to ſet forth the Pate and duty 
of Chriſtians: ) As alſo, [might muchgol/arge in 
the exhorting of you to ſeveral duties, ( upon ano- 
ther account,) ſuitable to your preſent poſture 
and concern : vi2. That ye would for ever oumble 
your ſelves under that mighty hand of God, which 
hath been ſo ſeverely lifted up againſt you : ' that 
the late - judicial, amazing Providences of the . 
moſt High, may never be. forgotten by you, but 
that they may, frequently be thought of, and du- 
ly zmproved : that you would take hecd- of ſecyri- 
ty, pride, vanity. of ſpirit, ' in. lighting what is 
paſt, and in promiſing great things to-your ſelves 
for the time to come; ſo as not to ſay with them, 
The bricks are fallen down, but.'we will build with 
hewen ftones, the Sycomores are' cut down, but. we 
wilt change them' 3ntoCedars,' ( Ifa. g. 10.) That 
you would be ſure, 'in Buiiding-work to take God 
along with you, and to keep down all carnal confi- 
dence : 


* 


A. —"—" \ Os OW " wathad 
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dence : ( That place is remarkable, eMal. t: 4: * 


Whereas Edom ſaith, ( O that this may never be 
the language of London!) -We- are 1mpoveriſped, 
but we will return and build the deſolate plates ; thus . © 


ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, they ſhall butld, but I will * 
throw down; and they ſhall call them, The border of 
wickedneſs, and the people againſt whom the Lord 
hath indignation for ever. A terrible word this 
is; the Lord grant you may never ſpeak ſo ſinfully 
againſt God, and that hemay never ſpeak /o ter- 
#ibly againſt you!) That you would enter into 
your New houſes with New hearts; that as your 
houſes ate like: to be better than before; fo your 
hearts and lives may be better alſo; that youro/d 
fins may never be admitted-into your New habrta- 
tions; I ſay, 1 might be verie large in the urging 
of theſe things upon you, -but I chuſe only to 
name them ; ſome of them fall in; under Houſe- 
dedication, (to which I limit my ſelf) and there 
I ſpeak to them ; the others, I muſt-paſs over; 
that I may not offend with too much prolixitie. 


You perccive in this Dedicatory diſcourſe, 1 pg0 


no higher than to you, who have Authority, in and 


over your own Private Houſes : As to your eMa- | 


giſtrates, ( who have a greaterand a; tyore exten- 
ſfrve Authority, ) 1 could not judge it ſo conveni-, 


ent, (conſidering the preſent circumſtances, 
wherein I ftand,) to make my Application to 


them ; otherwiſe, I would x. have been verie car- 
b neſt 


i 
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3 neſt with'them,, to come up to Holy Dedication : 


for who are more under \ the 3. of this, - 
than they ? They have notonly a ſingle perſon or 
a bare houſe, but they have alſo tereſt, power, 
authority to defoote to and improve tor God. O 
what publick bleſſings are' Magiitrates, when they 
do ths ! What abundance of goog do they do, 
by their pious example, .and holy zeal: They be- 
ing as Planets fixes in a publick Orb, how is their 
light and influence diffuſed amongſt yerie many ! 
Ifthey give themſelves to. God in. an holy life, if 
they advance Religion, Godlineſs, the worſhip 
of Godin their famzlies, how doth their - pattern 
provoke and excite others to do the. ſame. 2: I 
would humbly have recommended two things to 
them; the firſt of which refers to the preſent at- 
tempts of rebulding thu deſolate Gity, and 'tis this ; 
That they would endeavour ( as their wiſdom 
ſhall direct them ) to further and procure, the ſet- 
ting of a Day apart, for ſolemn Prayer, mn order #6 
the obtaining of Gods Meſſing upon us, in this great 
undertaking. Methinks' ſo great a work ſhould 
not be engaged in, without ſolemn ſeeking of God ; 
the foundation of all our Buzldings ſhould be firſt , 
laid in Prayer : The happy iſſue and ſucceſsof ſuch 
an enterpriſe, as the rebuilding of a Gity, ſo.much 
depending upon Gods blefling, ( for except the 
. Lord build the Houſe ( and much more the Gy, ) 
they labour in vain that build it, Plal. 127. 1.) 


Tod SUre- 


ever they entred upon the building of their C ities + 
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Surely he ſhould be ſought unto for this, in a verie 3 
ſolemn and ſerious manner. I find this piece of _ 
Religion amongſt the verie Heathens, that when- : 


and eminent places, they always began with the 
invocation of their Deities ; ( of this many nftan- 
ces might be given out of Hiſtory if it was need- 
ful :) Shall Ghriftians come ſhort of Heathens ? | 
Shall darkneſs out-ſhine light ? Shall Nature out- 
ſtrip Grace ? Shall Idolaters carry it better toa 
falſe God, than we to the true God ? This is the 2: 
firſt thing, and that which is proper to our en- 
trance upon the work, (and we are but there as | 
yet : ) But then ſecondly, in time ( Thope) it will ; 
be finiſhed; we are now but laying the foundation 
as it were, but Itruſt in ſome years ( the fewer 
the better,) the Top-ftone will be laid,, and we 
ſhall cry Grace, Grace, ( Zech. 4.7.) we have as 
yet but the Embryo of a Gity, but I hope, this will 
goon to a full and compleat birth: If it ſo be, 
( which God grant,) then I would humbly re- 
cummend this to the preſent Mapiſtrates, ( or to 
thoſe, who ſhall live to ſee the fin:Ping of what is 
now but begun, ) that this Gity may be dedicated, 
( that is ) mn a publick and ſolemn way committed to ' 
Gods protettion : Did Nehemiah thus dedicate the 
walls of Feruſalem ?. and why ſhoutd not we have 
for this Gity, ( the Metropols of our Nation, up- 
on the ſafety and welfare of which, the whole Na- 
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tion both in Temporal's and Spiritual's doth ſo 

much depend, and which is always like to be en- 
wironed with many dangers and enemzes,) I ſay, 

| why ſhould not we have for this City, as ſoon as it 
| ſhall be built, a general, expreſs, ſolemn, religi- 
ous Dedication, anſwerable' to that of Feruſalem 

in Nehemiahs time? of which ,you read, Nehem. 
I2. 27. ( ad jin. cap.) But theſe are. things only 
proper to our Magiſtrates ; and I not preſuming to 
prefix' their Names before this Dedication, it 
would be improper for me, to ſay more upon 
them. 

It Imay not be ſo happy, as to prevail with 
them for a Day of Prayer, yet let me prevail with 
you, to be much in private. ſeeking the Lord, in 

'* order to your particular, and the general concerns 
| of this City: Building-work and praying-work 
ſhould always go together : where many hands * 
are imployed in the one, many hearts ſhould be 
imployed in the other. In every buſineſs and un- 
dertaking, God ſhould be called upon; how 
much more, ſhould this be done, in ſo great and 
weighty a buſineſs as that is, wherein you are now 
engaging ? Itruſt God hath gracious and merciful 

. deſigns towards.you, and towards the whole Gity ; 
that he will bleſs and proſper you in what you are 
about, (as 'tis ſaid of Fudah, they built and proſ- 
pered, 2 Ghron. 14.7.) I hope, he hath not ſaid 
that of London, which once he did of Tyrus, Imill 
make 
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make thee like the top of a rock, - thou, ſhalt be a place 
to ſpread Nets upon, | thou ſhalt be built no'more, ] 
Ezek. 26. 14. And as the Prophet concerning Ba- 
bylon, ( according to ſome Interpreters, ) Thou haſt 
made of a City, an heap; of 4 defenced City, 4a- 
ruin; a palace of ſtrangers, to be no City, | it ſhall © 
never be built, | Iſa. 25. 2. But now, if God hath *' 
gracious deſigns towards us, they muſt have their 
effett and accompliſhment in the way of Prayer. 
That Scripture hath been much upon my 
thoughts, in Ezek. 36. verſe 10. — The Gittes 
ſhall be inhabited, andthe waſtes ſhall be oulded:: 
and ver. 33, &c. In the day that T ſhall have clean- 
ſed you from all your intquities ( pray obſerve that) 
I'nill alſo cauſe you to dwell in the Gittes, and the 
waſtes ſhall be builded : And the deſolate land ſpall 
be tilled, whereas it lay deſolate in the ſight of all 
that paſſed by; And they ſhall ſay, Thu land that 
was deſolate, #s become like the Garden of K.den, 
and the waſte and deſolate, and ruined Cities are be- 
come fenced and inhabited. Then the Heathen that 
are left round about you ſhall know, that I the Lord 
build the ruinous places, and plant that that was de- 
ſolate ;. I the Lord have ſpoken it, and I will doit. 
Here are gracious promiſes made to Feruſalem, 
( whoſe caſe and ours do too well agree, in the 
Late judgment, but how ſhall they be made good ?- 
It follows, verſe 37. I will yet for this be enquired of 
by the Houſe of Iſrael, to do it for them, &c. You 
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ſee by this, that though God deſigns mercie, (and 


that particular mercy too, which ſuits with your 
preſent ſtate,) yet he will not a&ually beſtow 
that mercie, without prayer : ſo that let Gods 
intentions and purpoſes be never ſo merciful to- 
wards us in this Cty, ( for the building up of the 
waſtes thereof,) yet if he be not ſought unto and 
called upon, we cannot expect any gracious exe- 
 cution of them : And is not this enough to quicken 
you to prayer ? The Fews in the rebuilding of Jeru- 
ſalem, whenever they met with any dangers or 
difficulties, ( and they met with many, ) ſtill they 
applicd themſelves to Prayer, Nehem. 4. g. Ne-. 
 wertheleſs we made our prayer unto our God, &C. 
It you be free from theſe dangers and difficulties, 
yet the very nature and importance of the work it 
felt, calls upon you to call upon your Gzod. O 
will you build and not pray ? this is ( in effect) to 
ſay, you will build whether God will or not; and 
is not this highly ſinful ? He burnt your Houſes, 
whether you would or no, will you buz/d them u 
again, whether he will orno ? O take God along 
with you, ( as I ſaid before, ) and by humble pray- 
er engage himin the-work, and then undoubtedly 
it ſhall go on and proſper : It he be with you, and 
undertake for you, the buſineſs is done: I will 
build thee, and thou ſhalt be built, Jer. 21.4 Iwil 
work, and who ſhall let it, Iſa. 43.13. "The work 
may 5c upon your hands, and miſcarrie in your 


hands, 
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hands, but it.will go-on- ſmeothly, and ſhall cer- 
tainly ſucceed in the hands of the 4/mighty. Why. 
may not we go zow to God, and ( with ſubmiſſion 


to his will, and with a due conſideration of the 
Nature of the mercy, and of different circumſftan- 
ces,) plead with him old: promyſes ?' Iſa. Gr. 4. 
They ſhall build the old waſtes, they ſhall raiſe up the 
former deſolations, and they ſhall repair the waſte 
Gities, the deſolations of many generations, Jer. 30. 
18. Thus ſaith the Lord, Behold, I will bring again 
the captivity of Jacobs tents, and have mercy on bis 
dwelling places; and the City ſhall be buzlded upon 
her own heap, and the palace ſhall remain after the 
manner thereof, &c. Amos 9g. 14. They ſhall build 
the waſte Gities and inhabit them. 1 ſay, why 
may not we, in the pyeſent juntture of affairs, 
plead theſe promiſes to'God, .in the caſe of Lon- 
don © 

Dear Citizens, Let us do our duty to God, 


and then let us be above all ny 


which' may ariſe cither from men, or from the 
work it ſelf, which lies before, us. It,would- not 
be amiſs, if ( in your circumſtances ) you would 
often read over the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah ; 


where you have an Hiſtorical account of the re-edi- 


fmg of Feruſalem and of the Temple; in which, 
you will meet with many things, that will ex- 
actly ſuit and paraliel your preſent caſe; (for 


this Gity ( in many reſpects ) is Jeruſalems Counter- 


4 part: ) 


4 


'/ 
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; part :) That famous City you know, 'was taken 
and burnt by the Babylontans, and ſoit lay in its 
aſhes and ruines for ſeventy years: (And I will - 
not\meddle with that enquiry, ( which is much 
mote proper for perſons far higher than I am, ) 
whether the Babylonzans had not an hand in the 
' firing of our City alſo.) Well, when this time 
was expired, the Jews fall upon the rebuilding of 
Feruſalem : but good Lord! what pauſes, imter- 
ruptions, eppoſitions, diſcouragements, difficulties 
did they meet withal, in that undertaking ? Ez- 
ra 4. 4. The people of the land, weakened the hands 
of the'people of Judah, and troubled them in build- 
ins; And hired Counſellors againſt them, &c. And 
ſeveral of them wrote a moſt malicious letter to 
Artaxerxes the King of Perſia, deligning, by 
their curſed 1nſinuations to put a Hop to the work ; 
( verſe 12.) Be it known unto thee O King, that the 
Jews which came up from thee to. us, are come unto 
Jeruſalem, build:ng [ the rebellious and the bad Ci- 
" ty, ] and have ſet nag the walls thereof, &c. Theſe 
Samaritans and Others too, did all that ever they 
could to hinder the progreſs of the Fews, in the 
repairing of Feruſalems breaches : Sometimes 
| they. deride them, Nehem. 4. 2. ſometimes they 
conſpire to fall upon them by force of Arms, Ie- 
ken. 4. 8. ( and then Nehemiah ſet a watch againſt 
them night and day) ( verſe g.) Sometimes they 
endeavour to diſhearten them, Nehems. 6. g. For 
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they all made us afraid, ſaying, Their hands ſhall be 
weakened from the work, that it be not done. Be- 
{ides all this ( from enemzes,)) the Fews were much 
diſcouraged, ( as you read in the Hiſtory in theſe 
Books, ) from the work it ſelf : O it was. ſo diff- 
cult, they ſhould never be able to carrie it on, 
Nebem. 4.10. Yct good Nehemiah ( notwith- 
ſtanding all this,) would not have the Fews diſ- 
couraged, but he animates them to the work, and 


in the work; Nehem. 2. 17, 18. Ne ſee the diſtreſs. 


that we are in, how Jeruſalem lieth wafte, and the 
Gates thereof are burnt with fire: Gome and let us 
build up the wall of Jeruſalem, that we be no more 
4 reproach : Then I told them of the hand of my God, 
which was good upon*me, as alſo the Kings words, 
that he had ſpoken unto me; And they ſaid, [_ Let 


us riſe up and build: ] Ss they ſtrengthened their. 


hands for this good /mork. I pals by other places, 
which refer to his i of them zn the work : 
what the iſſue was, you know ; notwithſtanding 
all theſe oppoſitions and difficulties the City was 
built and finiſhed, to the grief and conſternation of 
all enemies, Nehem. 6. 16. And it came to paſs, 
that when all our enemies heard thereof, and all the 
Heathen that were about us ſaw theſe things, they 
were much caſt down in therr own eyes ;, for they per- 
cerved, that thy work was wrought of our God. The 
#rmes, in which all this was done, were full of 
arftrattion; yet the Fews were not "_ . 

they 
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they ſet upon the buſineſs and did it, even in theſe, 
times; (according to what was prophefied in Da- 
mel) Chap. g. 25. The ſtreet ſhall be built again, 
' and the wall, Þ even in troublous times: | Now, 
( Gentlemen ) ſome of theſe diſcouragements ( or 
ſome others,) 1 fear lie upon you, and I heartily 
lament it; but yet be not d:iſheartened ; ſet apon 
your work; and ſay, The God of Heaven he will 
proſper us, therefore we his ſervants will ariſe and 
build, ( Nehem. 2. 20.) I rejoyce ( with all my 
heart).to ſee that done which is done; but O that 
I could ſee our G:ti2ens more vigorouſly carrying 
on the rebuilding of this City ! Feruſalems wall 
went on apace, for the people had a mind to work, 
(ſo 'tis ſaid, \Nehem. 4. 6.) Surely if perſons 
amongſt us, had but a mind to build, the Gity 
might be finiſhed in a few years: But ſome have 
got good Accommodations elſewhere, and there 
they intend to fix ; ſome are diſcouraged by the 
diftrattions of the Times ; ſome are taken off up- 
on one account, ſome upon another, and ſo that 
which was deſtroyed and ruined in three days, is 
not like to be raiſed up again in many years. *Tis 
not ſo proper for me, ( a Miniſter of the Goſpel,) 
to be earneſt with you, in ſtirring you up to build 
Houſes, ( a thing of a Givi nature; and if affe- 
&ton to the City, and your own mmereft do not lead 
you to this, all that I can ſay will ſignifie but 
_ little: but it would be the joy of my ſoul, if E 
a might 
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might ſee London to recover its priſtine glorie, and 
(inaword) to be London again: And (Ihope) 
you will excuſe, my hinting of theſe things to 
you, which is occaſioned by my cordial affection 
to that place, the verie duſt and aſhes of which is 
precious tome. I return to that which 1 was up- 
on, and I ſhall add but this; Let us with fervent 
prayer apply our ſelves often to the Throne of 


Grace, let us unfeignedly humble our ſelves be- _ 


fore the Lord, let us ſincerely reform what is 
amiſs, let us put away ſi, ( there, there is the 


greateſt diſcouragement ;) let us thus do, and. 


then let the work be never fo difficult, enemies ne- 
ver ſo malicious, the times never ſo bad, we may 
engage in what lies before us, and God will bleſs 
us in it. Supplication, Humiliation and Refor- 

mation will carrie all before them. | 
As for me, I ſhall not ceaſe to pray for you 3 it 
ſhall be my datly requeſt to God for you, that .he 
will d:re&# you to do that, which may moſt tend 
to his glory, the good of this City, your own com- 
fort, and the benefit of ſucceeding Generations ; and 
then, that he will be pleaſed, to encourage and + 
profper you herein, and crown your undertakings 
with good ſucceſs The Lord bleſs everic one of 
you, in your perſons, relations, eſtates, employ- 
ments, habitations, in all that concerns you : the 
Lord carry on the work now upon your hands, and 
then hide and defend you continually. And as 
| E | for 
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forithee ( dear London ) let my tongue cleave to the 
: "woof of my mouth, if 1 forget thee : O that thou 
( Phenix-like ) mayeſt grow out of thy aſhes more 
glorious than ever thou waſt;that(as 'tis with met- 
tals new caſt it may be better with thee than before; 
that ( as it was with the perſon of Fob ) thy /atter 
end may be bleſfled more than thy beginning ; that 

' (asit was with the Temple) the glorie of ſecond 
London may be greater than the glorie of the firſt. 
{The Lord ſay concerning thee, Though I have af- - 
fluted thee, Inill affliet thee no more, ( Nehem. rx. 
I2. ) That it may be ſaid of thee, The Lord hath 
taken away thy judgments, he hath caſt out thine 
enemies; the King of \ſracl, even the Lord ts in the 
midſt of thee, thou ſhalt not ſee evil any more, 

( Zeph. 5.15.) O let not God any more contend 
with thee by Fire, Plague, or any other judg- 
ment : O- Lord God ceaſe I beſeech thee,. by whom 
ſhall Jacob ariſe, for he « ſmall, ( Amos 7. 4, 5. ) 
O that the puniſhment of thine iniquity may be ac- 
compliſhed, O daughter of Zion ; and that God will 
viſit the iniquity of the daughter of Edom, and diſ- 
cover her ſins, (Lam. 4. 22.) The Lord make 
thee, 4 quiet habitation, a Tabernacle that ſhall not 
be taken down, that not one of thy ſtakes may be re- 
moved, nor one of thy cords broken, (1fa. 33.20.) 
The Lord bleſs thee, and make thee an re} york 
of Fuſtice, and eMountain of Holineſs, (Jer, 31. 
23. ) That thou mayeſt be called,' the Gity of righte- | 


ouſneſs, 
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ouſneſs, the farthful Gity, ( Ifa. T. 26.) That thou 
mayeſt be as mognt Zion, which cannot be removed, 
but abideth for ever : As the mountams are round 
about Jeruſalem, ſo let the Lord be round about thee, 
from henceforth even for ever, (Pal. 125.1,2.) 
Amen, Amen. = 
[ have now but a few words tocadd, -concerning 

this mean Tra#ate, and 1will free-you from the 
further trouble of a tedious Preface. Af I ſhould 
fall upon Apologizing for my ſelf and fot it, many 
words would be requiſite : "Tis beſt for me to for- 
bear that, ( though I acknowledge great need of 
it, ) and without more ado, humbly to caſt it firſt 
upon Gods bleſſing, and then upon your candor and 
kind acceptance. If it may pleaſe the Lord, . by it 
to do-good to any of you, he, he only ſhall have 
the glory; and may I but ſee that, 1 ſhall not 
much regard the cenſures, which it may pleaſe 
ſome to paſs upon me. I tell you beforehand, 
( that you may not expect and look *for that, 
whichis not here to be found,) here's no hs 
ſtrains of Rhetorick or humane eloquence, no fi 
and curious Metaphors, no compt and florid ex- 
prefiions to gratifie your fancy; here's no Mar- 
gent ſtuffed with Citations, ( to give me the repu- 
. tation of an hard ſtudent or well-read perſon; ) 

here's no New notions or Novel matter to ſatisfic 
ſuch as like nothing but what is ſo; here's ſome- 
thing, which may ſuit with the humble, ſerious, 


(. hungry, 
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hungry Chriſtian, and which 1 hope ſuch an one 
may receive benefit by ; but as for others, (alas ) 
here is nothing to anſwer their, expectations. 
The ſtyle and language is een as hain as your 
fourth-rate-Buildings, ( yet pray let not the Book 
be confined to Allies and Lanes, but let it be ad- 
mitted into your Streets alſo:) And the matter 
treated of, is common and «ſual; that which ſe- 
wveral of our worthy Divines ( under other Heads, 
and in another method, ) have verie fully inſiſted 
upon: All therefore that I can pretend to, to 
g1ve you encouragement to peruſe this Diſcourſe, 
is the ſeaſonableneſs of it, with reſpect to your 
preſent affair of Building ; upon that I take the 
advantage of urging old and known Truths upon 
you; and had it not been for that ſpecial occaſion, * 
I had not given you the trouble of Reading, or my 
ſelf the trouble of writing. Thad no ſooner reſol- - 
ved upon #hzs work, and made a little Proviſion 
for it, but it pleaſed the Soverazgn difpoſer of all 
things, to.lay his affictive hand upon me, in 2 
 verie acute and dangerous diſtemper. And O that 
Icould fay, I was yet freed from it ! but for 
ought Ican ſee, this diftemper is like to be to 
me, like Iacobs bruiſe upon his thigh, I muſt halt 
of it all my days. As ſoon as my merciful Father 
gave me ſome relaxation of my* violent Pains, I 
began to pen what here I now publiſþ; but God 
knows, the remainders of my diſcaſe did _ 

muc 
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much unfit me for ſuch an undertaking; and I 
was fain to haſten over things, becauſe I feared 
everie day ( and ſo do yet, ) the return of former 
Paroxiſms: Hadit not been for thzs, poſlibly 
I might have tendred you this Treatiſe ſomewhat 
more elaborate ; but now you muſt accept of it as 


itis. LIintended a Third Branch of Holy Dedica- 


tion, 412. the Dedication of Time ; but I am pre- 
vented and hindred as to that, at preſent. x. The 
ſtate of my bodie will not bear a ſtudious and ſe- 
dentary courſe';.andI am fain to ſpend the moſt 
of my Afternoon-time in Motion and Exerciſe, for 
the recoveric of my Health. 2. That's a ſubjet# 
ſomewhat large, ( according to the method that I 

have propounded to my ſelt;) and it I ſhould an- 
nex.that to theſe two, | fear it would make this 
Volume too big and bulky. If God be pleaſed to 
continue Life, and to reſtore Health, and if 1 
find that this Pzece be in any meaſure uſeful, 1 
may hereafter publiſh what I deſign upon that Ar- 


gument. 


And now Brethren, as to your Building-work, 
I commit it to Ged, and to his Blefling; and 
as to your Selves, I commend you to God, and to 
the word of his Grace, which 1s able to [ build you 


up ] and to give you an inheritance among all them, 


which are ſanttified, That you may heartily, 


ſincerely 


An Epiſtle to the, 8c: 


ſincerely dedicate and devote, Perſon ,  Hoaſe, | 
Eſtate, All to God, is the Prayer, and ( ac- * 
cording to his power) ſhall be the Endeavour -| 
of him, 


Who defires to devote himſelf, firſt 
zo God, and then to your. ſervice, 
THO.. JACOMB. 


To 


LESS STS SL SES | 


To the Aﬀicted Citizens 


L O N D O N.. 


And to every 
R E ADER 


He marvellous induſtry of the Devil and his 
Angels in all generations, in hindrings the 


preaching and knowledge of that ſacred - 
truth, which God hath ſealed for the ſandlifying © 
and ſaving of mens ſouls, would riſe up in judgment 
) againſi BY Miniſters of Chriſt to their condemnation, 
if they ſhould not with reſolution and unwearied in- 
fry ſubſerve the lover of truth and ſouls, in [8 
happy a work, which none but the fiends and no I 
of darkneſs do malign. * Therefore allow me to con- 
tribute this poor aſſiſtance for thy good, by putting 


C . into 
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into thy hand his paper-Lanthorn, in which the | 
Reverend Author hath ſet up ſo ſeaſonable a light, | 
for the uſe of the reedified houſes of this City. The | 
very great number of excelent Books, which periſh- 
 edinthe flames, doth now make ſome of us retraft 
our repentance for ſcribling ſo much , aud may con- | 
vince the cenſurer, that it ſhould not be taken as a 
needlefs work, to endeavour ſomething towards the | 
reparation of ſo unvaluable a bſs. The ſubje&t of | 
thu Treatiſe is nothing Novel,” indifferent, dark or | 
doubtful ; but the compendium or ſumme of all *- 
Religion : the ſame thing which is proclaimed as 
neceſſary to ſalvation, under various names and | 
titles in the ſacred Scripture : the very title of De- | 
dication to God methinks (bould command atten- | 
tion from the Reader, and firike his heart with an | 
holy awe ; as ſpeaking a thing ſo high and holy! 
what is it but that reverend title, which is the © 
mark of God on all that he will own, and which 
he hath commanded his ſervants to aſſume Holineſs | 
tothe Lord. The firſt part is of SelkDedica- | 
| tion; the ſecond of Houſe-Dedication, ( in 
which is comprehended the Dedicating of All | 
ry he 24 
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To the Reader: 
that we have to God:.), of which. I may ſay, 
alluding to Chriſts words, the One is the firſt and 
great Commandment, and” the ſecond is. like to it... 
And it is all neither more nor leſs than the expoſition 
of our Baptiſmal Covenant, that. is, of. oun 
Chriſtianity it ſelf, in-which we did all. by aſo- * 
lemn Vow, Dedicate and give up our ſelves and 
all that we ſhould have to God. | 

I will not ſo far digreſs as to give you the reaſons. 
of all the other appellations of this ſame a& or ſlate : 
it is called by the name of Vocation, Repentance, 
Regeneration, the new, birth, renewing, quicken- 
ing, converſion or turning unto God, the new crea-. . 
ture, putting off the old man, and putting on the 
new; ſanlification, grace, the ſpirit, tranſlation © 
from death to life, the Divine nature, life eternal, 
religion, godlineſs, the reconciling of man to God, 
js 0 and under moſt of theſe names it is _ 
ordinarily treated of by Divines : but there is no 
name which more clearly informeth man of the true 
nature of this wark, ( as an bis part, ) than theſe 
three remaining, which all are of the like impor- = 
tance ; that #, Dedicating ( our ſelves, ) De- + 


C 2 voting 


To the Reader; 
voting ( our ſelves \) and Covenanting with 
' God. And therefore 1 wiſh that hereafter Divines 
will more frequently handle it, under theſe moſl plain 
and explicit uotions, which will need leaſt expoſition 
zo the more ignorant ſort, and contain in them their * 
proper 36 waſves 10 the work, 

To Sanctihe, or Conſecrate, or Dedicate a 
perſon unto God, is to feparate him from alFother 
common inconſiſtent tiſes, to the ſervice of his Maker 
anl Redeemer. And as Gods ſervice is either 
' that which is common to all Chriſtians, or that 
which is proper to ſome othice of Miniſiry ; ſo 
there is a double dedication and lanctification : 
one is our ſeparation to God in a holy. Chriſtian 
{tate of life; and the other is a ſeparation to the 
| ſacred office of the Goſpel-miniſtery ; which ought 
to preſuppoſe the former, ( for none ſhould be more 
perſonally holy, than thoſe that have a holy of- 
hice, ) but yet they are too often ſeparated, ( for he 
may have all that is eſſential to that office, which 
is to promote ihe ſalvation of others, who yet ſhall 
never be ſaved himſelf.) Holineſs to the Lord 


was the mark of God, which Aaron was to wear 
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To the Reader: E 51 y 
on his forehead, on the fore-front of b 


Mitre, engraven on a plate of. pure; gold, 
like the engravings of a Signet, Exod, 28. 36, 
Holineſs to the Lord was Gods mark upon Iſrael 
as his ſanflified ſeparated people, Jer. 2. ” Fes 
nels to the EE as the title of thu, ſe things which 
were dedicated to his Ti, emple- 9s Ifa. 23. 18. 
which ſignifieth no more. than Holy to the Lord : 
And Hoieſs to the Lord is the yy of God on 
all the poſſeſſions and uten(ils of his ſervants in the 
Kingdom of the Mediator, as is foretold in_Zech.' 
14. 20, 21. In that dayſhall there be upon 
. the bells( or bridles ) of the horſes, Holineſs 
tothe Lord: Yea, evongPoc, ia Jeruſalem and 
Judah ſhall be, Holineſs tothe Lord; and all 
* they that ſacrifice, ſhall come and take of | 
them and ſeeth therein.” Al] which is but the. 
ſame in ſenſe with that which is ſaid of true Belie- 
vers in the Goſpel : As he which hath called you 
is Holy, fo be ye Holy in all manner of con-' 
verfation, 1 Pet. 1. 15, 16, An holy, Prieſt- 
hood to offer up ſpiritual ſacrifices acceptable 
to God, by Teſl 5 Chriſt: Yeare —_ en ge- 
| C 3 neration, 
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 neration. a royal prieſthood, an holy nation, 
* gpeculizr'people, that ye ſhould ſhew forth 
 thepraiſcsof him'who hath called you, 2 Per, 
2:5,9. Tothe pureall things are pure, Tir. x. 
15: It is ſan&hed by the word of God, and 
prayer, '1 Tim. 4. 5. . 

Irisaſatl caſe '( and'the greateſt ſcandal to the 
Andbaptiſts, ') that twenty, or thirty, or forty 
years -after perſons are Baptized, and ſolemnly 
dedicated to God #1 the holy Covenant, we 
muſt be'fain'to*preath to them-as the Ancients were 


moſt of our time und-labour, . in teaching them what 
| this Covenant-dedication is, and -i» perſwading 
them to a true (conſent, ahd confuting their -preju- 
dice, and driving them'from'the entanglements 


Baptiſm! And O how happy ſhoutd "we think our 
ſelves, if after-all this, we could but find” them in 
that caſe as all the adult-expefants'of baptiſm ſhould 
bein, eventruly penitent believing-conſenters 
tothe coyenant of God, ( that- is, true Chri- 


[\rans, ) 


wont todo to'the Catechamens ; - and muſt *ſpend 


and ſecurity, which cauſe their unwillingneſs | 
and delays: as if we were af th ory. them for 


7. 
» 34 
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LAME, ELIE 


” mg our. preparatory \Leflures t0-make hem Chriſlians,,. 


firs , would you not thereby condemn your ſelves Y "y 
after you are ſolemnly liſted to Chriſt in the ſacred © 


'Fow anilCovenant, areyet no more -perſwade 


 «Heathens and Infidels whom. you diſuain. Whatis it 
that you think they are ſobardly.brought to? Is it only © 


ſpeak as many words as are (| poken for you in baptiſm? 


| believe, that there isan endleſs bleſſedneſs in - 
_ "Heaven, for believing Saints, intended by 


|  TotheReader, JP 
ftians. ) | if we bvedin. aland where the greater 
part were Heathens, and ſhould be ſo Jong in preach-. 
and when we had all done conltLprevail-but with few... 
to be baptized, "how compaſsionately or contemptuouſly . 
would you ſpeak of ſuch wretched obdurate men? But 


are you notunder an aggravated condemnation, who 


d to © 
the thing it ſelf which you- have vowed, thanthoſe | 


to be ſprinkled or waſhed with water:?  That- is not 
it : do they not daily waſh their bands and face? And © 
would not any of, them 'be:hired \for a little, 10:bath 
themſelves m a River in the beat of Summer ? and to 


Alas, the difficulty is not here! But, -to take off a 
ſenſual ſinner from the love of this world, and 


fleſhly pleaſures; and to. make him ſtedfaltly 


c 4 God, 
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God, rol by Chriſt, and given in the 


Goſpe -covenant ; and to perſwade him to 
devote himſelf and all that he hath entirely to 
God, and reſolvedly to conſent tothe terms 


— $$. 22% 


of that Covenant, and to follow his ſufferin o- | 
Saviour to that glory : This is the thing that is | 
neceſſary to ſalvation ; and this is it which Heathens * 


and lnfidels are ſo hardly brought to. And is it not | 


a 


ſo, with all the rabble of hypocrite-Chriflians, as well | 


as with them ? If a little water and a few good 
words can make a man paſs for a Chriſtian with 
God, and can charm him into Heaven, who either 
knoweth not what Chriſtianity is, or never heartily 
conſented to it himſelf, nor never ſet bis heart on 
Heaven, or denied his fleſhly pleaſures to obtain it ; 
then let the ſenſual hypocrite hope ſtill to be ſaved : 
If Chriſt had ſet up ſuch a Religion as this, it had 
been no bard matter for the Preachers of it to have 
procured better quarter with the world, and to have 
, brought the generality of drunkards, fornicators and 
worldlings to be Chriſtians 1n ſenſu compoſito : 
when ot a hair of the heads of any of their fleſbly 
 luſts ſhould periſh : and then yice verſi as the 
rabble 
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| than a courſe of the eafie outward duties of Religion: *© 


To the Reader. _ 
rabble would have all been Chriſtians, the few that © 
' are now true Chriſtians would have been the enemies 
of ſuch a Chriſtianity. F-f 

Dedication to God doth ſignifie that which is | 
more than ineffefual. knowledge and conviftions :" 


and more-than delatory purpoſes to repent : and more 


and more than a Religiouſnes which ſloopeth to © 
worlaly intereſt, and is ſubordinate to the pleaſure and 
proſperity of the fleſh : and more than a frightened, 
unſetled reſolut;on, to be religious indeed : and more 
than a taking of Chriſt as upon trial, with a reſerve to 
leave him when he calleth you to the croſs. This Self- * 
Dedication 1s that a&t of a convinced, hum- . 
| bled, penitent ſmnner, by which he doth del: 
berately, ſoberly, and refolvedly conſent.to 
the Covenant of God, ( according to the —_— 

baptiſm, and dedicate and give up himſelf en- 

tirely and abſolutely to God the Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, as his Owner to be diſpoſed 
of by him ; as his Ruler to obey him, and as - 
tis Benefactor and chief Good, thankfully to. 
depend upon him, and ſo Love him as his | 
ultimate end. A 


5 TotheReader: 

.  Aperſon thus Dedicated to:God, hathhe 
higheſt preferment, the nobleſt and the ſafeſt ſiatinn , 
the Relation which he entereth into is not an empty wn | 
profitable title * as on his part it engageth him t0 duty, | 
ſo on Gods part it eſtateth him-in mercy. And they 
- ſhall be mine ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, m that | 
day when I make up my jewels, ( or ſpecul 
treaſure) and I will ſpare them as a:man\fpa- 
reth his own ſon that ſerveth. hum, Mal.3. 17. 
He will ſay, Touch-not mine anomted : 4nd 
will be avenged on that ſacrilegious violence, which 
laid bands on them who were Dedicated to God. 

For the Lord is our defence, and the hol 
one of Iſrael is our-King, Pſal.:8g. 18. thi 
veſſels of mercy ſhall dwell-in his ſanfluary ; where 
they ſhall ſee Him and his goings,Pſal. 63. 2.and 68, 
2.4. and ſhall worſhip him-in the beauty of holineſs, 
Pſal. 29.2. They ſhall be cloathed with.whute 
robes, and ſtand before the Throne of God, | 
and before the Lamb, Rev.7.9. They ſhall be } - 
pillars in his Temple, and go out.no more : ; 
He will write upon them the name of God, ' 
and of the city of God, the new Joufenn : 
and | 
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bel and his new name, Rev.3.12. Their employment 
F;} alſo ſball be high and holy ; even with readineſs to do 
-} his vill; to attend him and adore him, to praiſe biz 
Y, 1 in his Sanfluary, for Holineſs becometh his 
y! houſe forever,Pſal.93.59; * 

at | -Thiz entire Dedication of our\felves toGod, 
al! 57 virtually every duty and good work: It is rhe-be-  \ 
| ginning and ſpring of a holy life-: it is the root and ker- 
F 

h 


nel.of Religion, and as One babit of every gracious 
aft cit is a ſetled oppoſition to every ſm, and aprevent- 
ing repulſe of every temptation : the ſoul hath one an- 
| fwer-for every tempter,'Þ am Dedicated to God : | 
and ('though-it is impoſsible for: creatures to merit com. 
e | mutatively of God, becauſe they can give him nothing 
e | but his own, \ the taketh this rendition of his own. as 
acceptably, as if it were a proper gift. And as his mark 
, | is engraven 0n the forehead of his conſecrated ones, Ho- 
neſs to the!Lord,' this mark'is the ſum of all their 
| aſcertaining evidences for ſalvation: it is their pledge 
; and earneſt for glory : and as God himſelf ſpeaketh as 
X tram: them by this mark, ſo by it they may certainly 
* know! emſelpes to be his peculiars, 2 Tm. 2. 19. 
+ Thefoundation of God ſtandeth ſure, ha- 


ving 
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ving this feal ; The Lord knoweth them that 
are his: and, Let every one that nameth thej | 
name of Chriſt depart from iniquity : and} 
though the World and the Church-viltble be liked | 
great houſe, where there are buh veſſels of honour and} , 
of diſhmour, yet 14 a man purge himſelf from} | 
theſe, he ſhall be a veſſel unto honour, ſand? | 
fied and meet for the maſters uſe, prepared, , 
unto every good work, 2 Tim.2.20,21. wh 

'  thatredeemed us from all iniquity, deth purihe 
| to himſelf a peculiar people, zealous of gool 
works, Tit. 2.14. Areal Devotednels to God) | 
- is a ſtanding witneſs to the ſoul of its ſincerity thought | 

we are ns of many failings, yet if we are alſo ca 
ſcious of thus, tt proveth them all to be pardoned faulss 
and proveth our intereſt in Chriſt : it is the proper mark 
to know what ſins are truly venial, or pardoned infirms: 
ties, when they conſiſt with an unteigned devoted: 
neſs to God, And when many = ſigns of gras) i 
ſeem dark,and wants and weakneſſes caſt us into doubtis ( 
this one is the ordinary certain evidence, which maj: « 
give a conſtant quietneſs and comfortt0 an upright ſouls | 
when we cai iruly ſay, Tam deyored entirely} » 

unto; 


| 


, 


at} unto God, and it is for his ſervice that I live in 


he 
nd 


would be diſmgenuous injuſtice to alienate his own, 
8) and blaſphemous contempt to give our ſelves rather 
ml! to a dirty world, or a filthy uſt, than to our Creator. 
1? and Redeemer ; ſo it would be the cruelleſt enmity to 
th: our ſelves, to deny our ſouls ſo bleſſed a condition, and 
ad, to caſt them into the ſink of ſin, inſtead of Dedicating 
I? them to God. 

* But let me hereintreatthe Reader, who ſeriouſly 
0d. purpoſerh this neceſſary work, to be ſure to take with 
« him theſe three or four cautions  1.Take heed left your 


m you ſhould think that reſolving up a religiouſnefs, © | 
! which always ſaveth the fleſh, is a true devoted- 


' neſs w God. If it be but the hypocrites religion, divi- 
+ ding the heart between God and the world, which you 
04 take for holineſs, it is not any dedication of your ſelves 
# to this, that will prove a truededication unto 


Al F- 
| 
wy 


God. 2. Offer your ſelves 10 God only by the hand 
* of the Mediator ;, there is no coming to the Father but 
: by the Son, 3.4nderſt and what is þ particular courſe 
ly? of ſervice, which God is to employ you in; and reſolve 
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the world. And if we ſhould deny him this, as it 


To the Reader. | 
_ onthat, and keep an account of your daily perſormanci i 
of it ; far it is hypocrifie o ſlick in generals : An un} | 
godly manwill ſay, I devote my elf to God, bu} | 
when it cometh to the particular afts of ſervice, he de} | 
nieth thatwhich in the general he affurmed. 4,.Contem} - 
not your ſelves with the firſt at of Dries or de-) [ 
votion, be it never Joſer ſerious and.refolved * for if you 
erp not up the ſame deep apprehenſions which cauſed) 
it, and ive not in the faithful carrot of your! 
' covenant, your heart dedication will by degrees [ 
down, and you will fall from God before y Yak 
And this is the undoing of many a flf-deceiver; Fi 
they can remember that once ſome ul Sermon a) 
ſhary affliction, perſwaded them to reſolve for a he 
life, and to ſay, Lord 1 will be wholly thine, and there 
fore they conclude that once they were converted, ami: 
conſequently are ſlill ſincere and ſafe ; when as tha 

frightened paſsionate Kms hath ſunk down inſeuſs 
bly into a religion which giveth a ſecret precedency 

£ world, and a( covered )indulgence a | 

tothe fleſh. And thus the remembrance of a chang 

'  oncemade, and of a Covenant once entered, with hig 
. and paſsionate reſolutions, doth make _ hypocrit 
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70 ſmoothly and etly. to hell, as confidently taking 
Nanfelf for a gw when it is only he that is en- 
tirely, unreſervedly, habitually and ſetledly re- 
ſolved for God, and keeperh up that reſolution, and b- 


| wethinthe praflice of it, who is ſanflified and dedica- 


ted to God indeed: T he $ aints, as Ambroſe ſaith, 
live as thoſe that know, Se non naturz prexſtanti- 
oris efle, ſed obſervantiz majoris, nec vitia 


' neſciſle, ſedemendaſle: Ard as Auſtin, Nullus 
4 ſanctus & juſtas caret peccato; nec tamen ex - 


hoc definit efſe juftus vel ſanus, cum affe- - 
Qt teneat ſantitatem : chat is, with ſuch an affe- | 


Gon as is aforeſaid. 


And the ſecond part of this Treatiſe, is very aptly 
conjoyned t the firſt : For he that is truly devoted ' 
! toGod, doth with himſelf alſo devote all that he 
| hath: not to be all employed in one way, bm all in 
| that way which God requireth for he that reſerve 
: not himſelf, can reſerve nothing ; becauſe it is for 


g' 


himſelf that he is ſuppoſed to reſerve it : O what by- 

pocriſie is it, for men to ſay, that they believe there is a 

God whom they are bound to ſerve,and yet to fear bei 

loſers by him, and refuſehis ſervice as 100 dear ? 
: - --- 


| I 
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you bad foreſeen the flames, which can feed your 


| wealth and habitations, would you not much rather | 
have ſpent that maſ of if of treaſure, on works of piety and 
charity ? And had you not rather now! that it had been | 
ſo laid our ? Or would you take it for your lo? Why * 
you know that all which is left muſt ſhortly be none | 

of yours? If thoſe oy thouſand who died of the | 

Late Plague Ae; foreſeen that death, would not moſt of * 
them rather have deſired to die in a holy-martyrdom 
for Chriſt ? And would they have taken fich a eab{ 
for a loſs? And yet all men know that they muſt ſhort>>, 
ly die ? T am glad that the Reverend Author hath ta- 
jen this ſeaſonable advantage to call you to the Dedi- | 
cation of your Houſes to God : Perily that P lague | : 

| , which emptied them firſt, and that Fire which did; 
devour them next, are ſo loud a call to this Dedication, 
that it is much to be feared, that he that doth not hear 
and teel it, hath fa Plague of hardneſs on his heart, 
and is haſtening to the place which will make him, 
feel : It is not the height and . wgr] of your build: . 
ings, which muſireſtore the glory of this famoiis Ci: 
ty : but it muſt be the Holinef of the inhabitants, who 
devote themſelves and tifeirs to_ their Preſerver:. 
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To the Reader. | 
| If 1 ſhould perſwade you all to-write over your doors, 
| m_ fon of gold, HOLINES FO THE 
1/1 LORD, remember you what your families muſt be, 
1 | ſome would deride it as Phariſaical oftemtation; ( who 
y: yet themſelves have received the like mark of God in 
e. their baptiſm; ) and ſome would turn it into a formal 
e Ceremony, 4s they do their baptiſm it ſelf, and as the 
j 
M 
h 


fon of the Croſs is ſet upon "doors the Papiſts : 

_ | the wn 2 dedication ; and Kh the 

* outward oftentation, which you are now perſwa- 
j- dedto. As ever you would haye God to be the prote- 
þ| of your habitations, and his Angels to be your 
i. guards; as ever you would have the comfort of the 
ue 5 Preſence of your Redeemer, and would have bim dwell 
1: with you, as your daily ſafety, peace and joy give 
n, bimthe Ktys, andreſigh up all to his will and inte- 
ir. relt, and make him the governor of your! hearts 
4; and houſes, who hath the Keys of Heaven and Hell, 
.m, and is the rightful governor of all the world, Deliver , | 
1. 4p your ſelves and families to Him, towhom the Father 
5. hath delivered all things, Job. 19.2. Marh.28. 
hy 18,19. Rom.14.9. O that men knew what ant ho- 
j: nor, what a joy, what a ſafety it is, to have God the 
&g- ->: abſolute 
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abſolute maſter of their fan$es, that. his name 


might be there hallowed, and his Kingdom 
there ſet up, and his will there obeyed, even with a 


| 


defire to imitate the pattern in Heaven ? For ye 
/ are the Temples of the living God; as God 
hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, and walk im. 
" them, andI will be their God, and they ſhall 
be my people, 2 Gor..6. 16. Iwill bea father! 
to you, and ye ſhall be my fons and daugh- 


ters, ſaith the Lord Almughty, verſe 18. 
And O that men knew how much the intereſt of 


bu wledge and holineſs upon earth, muſt be os up in 


holy famulies ? The two great duties, of the wile 


and holy education of Children, and of the; 


right performance of family-in{tructions, and 


Gods worſhip there, are ſuch as can hardly be tm 
much inſiſted on  O that Miniſters would preach of 


them an hundred times over to you, till you were aws 
kened or ſhamed out of. your neglef ! If you lived 
among the enemies of Chriſt and Souls, yet there yas 


might catechize and inſirut your children and ſer- 


pants, and might make your families as Churches 
God. And if every Parent and Maſter would do thu, 
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To the Reader: 


the Preachers might be better ſpared. But while © 
families are neg Hed, alas, how is the Preachers 
work obſtrufted ? When people come to the Church, as © 
if boys ſhould come to the Vniverſities, who never were 
taught in the Country- Schools, ſo much as well to 
read or write ? And when the Paſtor hath the work 
of all the Parents and Maſters in his Pariſh to do, - 
beſides all that which 'is operly his own? It ia 


ſelf-condemnation and a ſhame to men, to exclaim 


againſt thoſe that ſilence Preachers, or againſt thoſe 
P aftors who negle& their flocks, and at the ſame time 
wilfully w ſilence your ſelves, from-family-worſhip, 
and catechizing and counſelling your little charge, 
and to neglef thoſe few who are ſonear you, and al- 
ways almoſt in your fight. | 

O that men would look to the Eaſtern and Sou- 
thern Nations of the Earth, that once were famous 
Churches of Chriſt, and now are turned Mahometan 
Infidels ! And to the poor. Greeks and Papiſts, the 
Abaſlines, Armenans; and Muſcovites, where 
. 294gy hath ſet out Chriſtianity as defiled, and 
cloathed in rags | And that they would ſoberly. bee. © 
think them, x. Frbn the gf neglef of Parents and 


2 Maſters 


To the Reader, 


Maſters have not been a great cauſe of this calamity 1. | 
but if you joyn the wilful negligence of Paſtors with | 


» 
"4 


that of Parents, alas, whatruins have they wrought 2 


even made many famous Churches of Chriſt more. mi+: | 


ſerable than the flames have made your City ? 


Good families are the nurſeries, from whence meſt 


uſuall ſpring good Magiſtrates, good Paſtors, a good 
Neil Gentry and Commits | And if any Na- 


tions have been undone by the contrary to any or all. 
of theſe, enquire whether 1l| or negligent. education | 


was not the cauſe. If you ſay that many ſuch un- 
\ happyplantscomeout of the moſt religious 


famuhes ; I anſwer, it is too rrue, ( and they are moſt, | 
miſerable perſons. ) But it is # according to the 
proportion of prophane and negligent families. Though | 


all good Parents are not bleſſe in their children, t ey + 


are much more commonly ſo bleſt than others, AndI 


muſt add with grief, that even as many religious Pa- 


- rents do formally baptize their Children, and think 


God muſt ſave them only for being theirs, and do not | 


conſider how much is laid on their believing and ſeri- 
- ow dedicating them to God, and thankful 
entering them by baptiſm into his Covenant: 

even 


, 4 ki 
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To the Reader. 
even ſo too many of them do exerciſe ſo l;;tle of that ho« © 
ly prudence, and unwearied diligence in the education 
of their children, which their dark and finful flate re- 
quireth, that they ſeem ſtill to think, that God (bould © 
make them all wile and godly, meerly becauſe they = 


are theirs ; and that a few formal prayers,and words 


of a Catechiſm never underſtood, with a few of Eli's © 


- gentle rebukes ſhould ſerve the turn to make them 


Saints, But grace doth not uſe to encourage lazineſs. 
So ſome will tell you, that this Fire hath ſhewed, 
that religious houſes ſpeed no better than the 
relt. O but truly religious perſons ſpeed better © 
than the reſt ; The iſracſtes burdens were -a lighter 


ſuffering than the Egpytians plagues : For at laſt 


they paſt ſafely through that Red Sea, where Phara- 


oh and his Hoſt were drowned. Toloſe your goods, 


and keep, yea and increale your holineſs,and ſave 


your ſouls, is much eafier than to loſe the Idols of your 


hearts, by ſuch flames as foreſhew the endleſs flames ; 
and to be turned out of thoſe houſes which you loved bet- © 
ter than Heaven, as to ſigni how you ſhall be turned © 
out of all your wealth, and delights, and hopes for ever. 
A Seneca, or aPlutarch, much more a David can 


_— 


To the Reader. 


"tell you of the folly of judging mens happineſs or miſery 


by things temporal. lt is an excellent ſaying of Socra- 


tes which Valermus Maximus reciteth, viz. | Nil | 


” grmrTriz 


ultra petendum a Dis arbitrabatur, quam ut | 


Bona -tribuerent : Quia u demum ſcirent 


quid unicuique eflet utile : Nos autem ple-- 


rumque 1d votis expetere, quod non impe- 
traſle melins foret. Etenim denhifſimis tene- 
bris involuta mortalium mens, 1m quam late 
patentes errores-cxcas precationes _— 
1s ? Divitias appetis quz multis exit1o 

runt : honores concupiſcis qui- complures 
pellundederunt : Regna tecum' ipſa volvis 


quorum exitus {zxpenumero miſerabiles cer- ' 
nuntur. Splendidis conjugis injicis manus; | 


ac hc ut alquando illuſtrant, ita ſzpe fund: 
_ tus domos evertunt : Define 1gitur {tulte fu- 
turis malorum tuorum cauſ1s quali fxlicifſi- 
mis .rebus inhuare ; teque totum czleltmm 


arbitrio permitte : Quia.qui tribuere bona ex | 


facili folent, etiam eligere aptiſſima poſſunt, 
It is beſt to be neareſt unto God © antl riches ſeparate 


mire hearts from him than poverty doth, He that as 


Hierom 


Vw + 
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To the Reader. 


Hierom ſaith, preferreth holy clowniſhneſs 
before ſinful eloquence, will do as Gregory 
counſelleth Paſtors ; Not to beſo much in the 
houſes of great men, asof good men. [: is not 
the conſecrated place which will cauſe God ro lope 
an unhallowed ſoul. As Origen ſaith, Sin _ 
teth you from Saints, though you dwell 
among them : - for it 15 manners and not pla- 
ces wjuch make men holy. : 

Now the Lord of mercy, when he repaireth your 
ruined Habitations, give you all hearts to underſtand 
his Judgments, Ji cordially tv Dedicate your 
ſelves and your houſes t his diſpoſal, his go- 
vernment, and his holy worſhip : That they who 
(ball behold the increaſed I lendor 0 your City, may 
be mos of your inreded wiſdom, obedience, righ- 
teouſneſs and ſerious piety And that Holineſs to 
the Lord may be your mark and name: And thatit 
may be ſaid of London, The Lord bleſs thee O 
habitation of Juſtice and mountain of Holi- 
nels,Jer.31.23. And upon all your Glory, there. 
may be a ſure defence, Iſa. 4.5, Amen. 


April 22, 1668. RICHARD BAXTER. 
I, mporis practeriti ſrutus eft Compunitio ; futuri flos ef Devotio, Bernard. 
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ELENCHUS CAPITUM 
Firlt Part. 


Hapter 1. The Introduftion: The words of the 

Text explained, From page 1. to pag.24. 
Chap.2. Dedication Perſonal or Domeſtick : The 
former opened. _ __ * fromp.24- to P 59. 
 Chap.3. Perſonal Dedication applied. The Ra- 
rity of it lamented: Enquiries about it as to our 
| ſaves. from p.59.to p.74- 
Chap. 4. Perſonal Dedication preſſed: Firſt more 
Generally, and then Particularly in the ſix Branches 
of at. | rom p. 75.to p.167. 
Chap.5. Dire&tons ſhewing in what manner Per- 
ſonal Dedication muſt be managed. from p. 0 
+1090. 

Chap.6. Helps to Pirſonal Diadiveninn: nk 
ha p-188.to p.197. x 
Chap. 7. Some things in ſpecial urged upon Gods - 
People, in reference to their Dedication. from 
p-197. 4d finem. 

Second 


Elenchus Capitum; 


Second Part. 


Hap. 1. Of Domeſtick Dedication in Gall [ 


Some Things premiſed about it. from p.1. 
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tO T3, 
Chap. 2. The Nature of it Fened in four Parti. 


culars. from p.13.to p.22. 


Chap.3. The want of " bewailed. from p.22, 


tO P. 32. 
Chap.4. Domeſtick Dedication preſſed more Ge- | 


nerally. from p.32.to p.44. 
Chap. 5. The Three firſt POR # it urged. 
from p.44-to p.70. 


, © . Chap.6. The Third Branch amplified in four. 


"Things. The Firſt Particular enforced as to Religiow 


Members. from p.70.to p.83.: 


Chap.n7. The Second Particalar enforced concern. ' 


ing the performance of Holy Duties | in Families. 
from p.83.to p.I35. 
Chap.S. The Third Particular enforced, (viz) 


Religious Education and Direftions about it, from 


P-135.to P.220. 


Chap.g. The Fourth Particular enforced, to kee) 


fin out of our Houſes, and inſtead thereof to advance. 


and live Holineſs. from p.220.to 2 30. 
Chap.1o--The Laft Branch of Houſe-Dedication 
urged. from p.230.to p.241. 


Chap.x r. The Concluſion of the whole Diſcourſe 


' PÞ-242.to the End. 
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Jl. ELENCHUS RERUM =» 
I. Hrde 

3 Firſt Part. ; 

He | 

2, He Titles of the Pſalms not to be neglefed. 
2, Three Reaſons given for thy. From p.2.to p.6. 
2. How Pſalm and Song aifer. P-7- 
7e Of Dedicarion. p. 8. The Words by which "ts {us 
4 forth P- 9 
hd. Tt notes, 1. Initiation. 2. Reftauration. 3. Setting 
'O.' apart or Entrance, by Religious Rites and As. 


, 4. Conſecration to Holy Ends and Uſes. Theſe opened. 


from p.10.to p.14. * 
Of the Dedication of the Tabernacle, .the 


* Temple, the wall of Jeruſalem, of Private Hou- 
# ſes. h from p.14-to p.17. 


Whether the Houſe ( which the Text ſpeaks of ) 


) was Davids Private dwelling-houſe ? p.17,18 » 


When thy Dedication of it was made by David ! 

| P.I9,20. 

The Fathers Allegorical Gloſſes upon the Words. 

| ; P-21,22. 

Dedication-work done by the Heathens. p.23. 
Dedication,Perſonal and Domeſtick. Two Rea- 
ſons mhy the former # here ſpoken to. P-24-25- 
A few Scriptures mentioned, which ſpeak the 


Thing, 


Elenchus Rerum. 


Thing, #hough Perſonal Dedication be not Li 
rally Expreſſes in them. | 26,2); 
. | Perſonal Dedication explained in Six Particy 
lars : As it hes; I (oÞþ ; 
I. In the Attual Donation,or Gruing of ſelf to Gu 
- 2. In Selſ-ſurrender, or Self-Refignation to th 
will of God. 
3+ In firmneſs or fixedneſs of Reſolution for God, 
4- In the ſetting apart of Self for God, and in ſep, 
ration from the courſe of the world, and from even 
thing that # againſt God. 
5. In Federal ſtipulation, or free and deliberal. 
entring into Govenant with God. 
6. In a Perſons addifling or devoting of Himſelf) 
_ Glorefying of God, as bis ſupream and ultimat 
| tnd 


3 
þ- 


. , 2 
The 1. of theſe opened. from p.3'1.to a, 
The 2. from p.35.to p.4! 
The 3. from p.42.to p.46: 
The 4. | from p.46.to p.50 
The 5. from p.50.to p.5} 
The 6. from p.53.to p- 5} 


Uſe 1. Shows there are but few, who come upti 
thy Dedication ; and thy « lamented. from P-5p 
ron to p.00” 

Hſe 2. Enquiries about zt. from p.66.to $ ſ 
 _Uſe3.Toexhort men to it. p. 75, &c. The Ex 
hortation purſued, 1. More generally, by 5, Mo: 
tives. fromp.81.to p.90- 
2. Mons 


y 
4 

4 
6 


a The ſecond. from P-IO2.to p. I26. 
* Thethird. « from p. 126.to p.13 4. 
"ol The fourth. © tfromp.134top.139. 
th _ The fifth. from p:139.top.155. 
The ſixth.  fromp.r55.to p6y. 
© Uſe 4. Directions given about it. p.167,&c. 
þ1  T. As tothe Manner : It muſt be, a 
en FT. Entire, from'p. 167.to- p17: 
2. Conſtant. | from p.179.to p.182. 
le 3. Free, from p.182. to p:184. 
4- Speedy. fromp.185 t6-p.188. 
Ih 2: As tothe Means. p.188, &ci Three propounded, 
tl TI. Conſideration. -___ p-189,r90. 
20 2. Self demal. P-I9H, 192,193 ;194- 
35 3 Prayer. _  Þ-194-195-190; 
4 ome things in ſpecial urged wupon the £ e of * 
46. God, with reſpett to their Perſonal Dedication, 
50: P-197,&c. As, | ao 8 _— 
5} TI-That they would often revive upon therr Thoug ht s 
54) their holy and ſolemn Dedication. p.r98,r9g. 
pl 2. That they would be true to it. . p.200:tO0 p.206. 
50; 3+ That they would often Renew it. In what Caſes 
66: thy # to be done, us ſhown. p.206,207,208, 
75 4+ That they would adore and admire the Goodneſs 
0 of God to them. p-208,209. 
fo: 5. That they would further this Perſonal Dedica: 
90. t10n in Others,  P-2TO,211,212. 


Elenchus Reriiti 


2. Mor:Particularly in the ſeveral branches of it. 


The firft Branch urged. from p.gx.to p:t02- 


6.That 


% 


Prayer and Praiſe. 'S 


Elenchus Rerum. 


6. That they would take the Comfort of it as 1 
Themſelves. P-2.1 3. 4d fin 


THe Occaſion of the penning ths Diſcourſe 

- pit 

"Where the Perſon is Dedicated, the Houſe mil 
be dedicated alſo. p3' 
Domeſtick Dedication 4 duty incumbent upn 
Alt. P-4» 5-6) 

Some things premiſed about it. from p.7.to py 

The Nature of *t opened. p.13. As it conſifts, , - 
I..1n 4 Religious entrance upon Houſes, by ſolem 


Second Part. 


2. In an Humble Fiducial Gommitment of themii 


| Gods Prote&tion. 


3. In the advancing of Religion in them. 
4+ In the devoting and improving F Domeſtid | 
Mercies, to and for God. 


Of the firſt of theſe. "Pp. ws; IS, 7 | 
Of the ſecond. P- L 6,17,10 
Of the third. P- T9926: 
Of the fourth. P-21,2). 
The want of Domeſtick Dedication bewailel. | 
P-2.2, 


I. Amongſt the Nobility and Gentry. p.23. 4 


bumble Ioglication to Perſons of that Rank about il) 


P.2 5,20,2} 
T. — 


| bt 
4 


| 


Elenchus Rerum: 


2. Amongſt Country-men. - p-28;29. | 
3. Amongſt Cizens. ..\' — . P-3033T. 
| Exbortation-to it : ( more ſpecially airebied to the 
Citizens.of London.) p.32, &c. Thy purſued, 


1. More Genetally, by fix Motrves. from p.3 5. 


to p.44- 
2. More Particularly : = 
The 1. Branch urged. from p.44-to p.55 
The 2. Branch. from p.55-.to p.60, 
The 3. Branch. _ fromp.60. Here, 
I. The advancing of Religion in Houſes ts infor- 
ced. from p.60.to p.70:> 


2. Four Directions proſecuted about it. 

Direttion 1. As near as you can, take ſuch into 
your Houſes, who fear God, and none but ſuch. Of 
this, from p.7o. to p.83. . - 

Dir. 2. Let God be worſhipped, and holy Du- 


- ties be duly and daily performed in your Houſes. 
* P-83,84. As, 


I. Family Prayer. Th urged, and 5. objettions 


ag ainft it anſwered. from p.84.to p.114. 
2. Reading the holy Scriptures. from p.115.to 
P-I23. 


. Singing of Pſalms. from p.22.top.12 5. 
Dir. % - your/ Education of Chari pe 
others ( under your Charge ) be Religious. p.13 5,8&c. 
Of Baptiſmal Dedication of Gh:ldren in- their 
Infant-ftate. p.136.to p.140. 

Of Religious Education as they grow up. p 
The 


_ Elenchus Rerunm. 

The tvant of it lamented. / * P-I41,& 

everal Motives to further is. p.144-to p.16o 
#icalar Directions about i. p:160.to p.22c 

Dir. 4. Keep fin out of your Houſes} and nſteal 
thereof let Holineſs be there. © - p:22:0:to p.230 

The 4. Branch. from p.230.to p. 24 
The Concluſion. from p.242.to p.2 51 
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2 HOLY DEDICATION 


Opened and Applied, 


The Eirft Part. 


h—————_—_— — 


PSALM 3o. The Tithe of it. 


* A Pſalm and Song at the Dedication of 
the Houſe of David. | 


iow" 
_ —_ 


CHAP. x. 


* The Introduftion ; The words explained. 


| His Pſalm is inhmed> Pſaulmus 
- pretitulatus; ( ſo Divines 

| call thoſe, which have Titles 
prefixed to them. ) The Title thereof is 


B that, 


Holy Dedication. Chap.1: 
that, upon which as the Baſis or Foun- {| 
dation, I intend to build this Ds/- * 
courſe. There is ſometimes that in | 
the Porch, before you enter the main ' 
_ and principal building, which may ' 


pleaſe and profit a judicious Eye: 
Thus 'tis here; though the words I 


fixe upon, be but a bare Title, and ſo 


but as the porch or in-let into the 
 P/almit fad; yet there is that matter 
contained in them, which may be ve- 
ry uſcfal, and may. much delight and 


profit a ſerious Chriſtian. *This I am | 


ſure of, they offer that, which fully 


ſuits with my preſent deſign, and 
therefore here I will lay my founda- 
#100. LIE 
Let me premiſe this, in General ; 


. 


the T:tles of the Pſalms are not to be 


neglefted, or lightly paſſed over ; but * 


bat they are to be weighed and conſide- 
red, as well as the Pſalm it ſelf. Take 


three reaſons to prove and back this ' 


Aſſertion. 


7. Becauſe ( according to the opi- | 
nion generally received) they are of | 


divme inſpiration; that ſpirit that 
dictated the P/ſalw, did dictate the 
Title alſo. They are a part of the 


Fa 


SCripture, | 


Part 1. Holy Dedication. - 
Scripture, and Al} Scripture # given by 
inſpiration of God, 2, Tim. 3. 16. In this 
bleſſed book of the Pſalms, ( which 
the Ancient Fathers do very much 
magnifie ) there are the Contents ('pre- 
fixed /before-them as before other 
arts of Holy Writ the Titles, the 
[ulm it ſelf : The firſt are confeſfedly 
of Man, merely of Humane mnvention 
and addition, ( though I do not deny 
the uſefulneſs of them.) The #wo lat- 
ter are of God, and have his amp up- 
on them. And if ſo, then 'tis not 
without reaſon, that ſome” have been 
diflatisficd at the leaving out of thefe 
Titles, in ſome Editrons of the Buble, 
(as 'tis known they are;) for why 
ſhould we loſe any lots or t:#tle of the 
word of God ? Some learned men con- 
jecture, _ the Pſalms at the firf 
penning of them, were not put toge-:* Xn eft igno- 
ther, = put into that —_ a EI. 
now we have them, but that that was antique tradi- - 
done afterwards by * Ezra; and that banal 
he alſo ( that the Church might be the — ia u0= 
better directed in the uſe of them) ſer jen _— 
the Titles before them ';- Let this be Hilariz in 
granted, this makes not againſt what Zrove.in Fx- ' 
here I have —_— this Ezra being RR oP 
2 a 
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4 Holy Dedication. Chap.r. 
a Prophet, and extraordinarily inſpired 
in what he did. | 
. 2. Becauſe they are of excellent uſe ; 
for they are as a * * 
* Quid eft Titulas nf Co Ut fo open the who e 
in domum non ingreditur nift per { ; 
clavem, ita Cy ut uniuſcujuſque Pſalm p they contri- 
ply ven GU —_ (hb. bute much light to the 
e. )per titulum intelligitur. Hieron. . . 
in Progm. ad Pſalm. vid. Hila- right underſtanding of 
rium in Prologotn Pſalm.explanat. It. By the (a) itles 
| þ; 33%- Luanguam hec d ncbis, . ve learn, who was the 
(a) Significant Titali aut remge- Author of it, when it 
| ſlam, que carmini dederit eccafi- , gy c penn'd, upon what 
onem, aut Authorem, aut Argu- p 
mentum, aut Genus carminis, ant occaſion, what the drift 
Muſicum IIITOE: Bas and ſcope of it is; and 
: m_' mM , 
at hor wg the knowledge of theſe 


mod0 pauciora. Caftalio in Pſal. 4. 
conduces much to the 
- clearing up of the Pſalm it ſe/} Iam 
not willing to ſtay upon this, other- 
wiſe it might eaſily be made out in ſe- 
veral :nftances. Do but take this very 
Title, which I have fix'd upon; it 
ſhews, when the following Pſalm was 
compoſed, when it was uſed, upon 
what occaſion; it was at the Dedication *' 
of the Houſe of David. And if you / 
pleaſe to read it, you will find it to | 
be adapted and ſuited to ſuch a time, 
and ſuchan end ; it conſiſts of Prayer 
and Praiſe; theſe twoare intermingled 
through 


<A we” 
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Part 1.” Holy Dedication: 

through the whole Pſalm ( verſe 1.) 
Twill extol thee, O Lord, for thou haſt 
lifted me up, and haſt not made my foes 
#0 refoyce over me: ( verſe 4. ) Sing unto 
the Lord (Oye Saints) and give thanks 
at the remembrance of his Holineſs : 
( verſe 11.) Thou haſt turned for me my 
mourning into dancing, &c. To the, end 
that my glory may ſing praiſe to thee, and 
not be ſilent; O Lord my God, I will 
give thanks unto thee for ever, Here is 


praiſe. Verle 10. Hear O Lord, and © 
have mercy upon me, Lord be thou my 


helper. Here is prayer. And theſe 


- were the two things, which were marn- 


ly uſed in religious Dedications ; and 
therefore though there be no [:teral or 
expreſs mention in the Pſalm of Dead:s- 
cation, yet the matter of it is well 
enough ſuited to the Title, it confiſt- 
ing of thoſe two great things, which 
(1 fay) were moſt in uſe in religious 
Dedications. 

3. Becauſe precious matter # often 
wrapp'd up in the very Title; taking it 
by :t ſelf, apart from the body of the 


P/alm, before which-tis placed. Theſe 


are not only as the key to open the Ca- 
binct, but ſometimes they are as the 
k Br. Cabinet 


oo 


Wy 
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Cabinet it ſelf, in which many excel- ' 
lent and precious truths are locked up. 
The key though it be made of ron, yet | 
*tis-valued becauſe of its uſe, (for the | 
jron-key will open the lock as well as 
any other: ) But if it be made of gold, 

then 'tis prized, not only for its uſe, : 

but for its own ntrinfick worth. Tis | 

þ thus in the Titles of the Pſalms; and : 
particularly in that which Iamupon. | 

It ſpeaks of Houſe-dedication, that's an | 

excellent ſubjeft, a very high and weigh- 

ty duty ( as will hereafter appear.) | 

This we learn out of it; out of this 

eMene we dig this treaſure: "And in 

reſpect to this, the Fews in their ded:- | 

9 catory Atts made uſe of it ®. So Maz- | 

—_— monides tells us; who ſays, ;* when ' 
words. * the Iſraelites brought their baskets of ' 
| « firſt fruits to the Sanctuary, and | 
* came thither in Companies, they | 
« ſang by the way the 122. Pſalm; 
* when they came to the Sanctuary, 
* they ſang the x50. Pſalm: and when | 
* they were-come into the Court-yard, | 
* the Levites ſaid this 30. P/alm. 
This 1 have premiſed, that I might | 
both a little snform you as to the Titles | 
of the Pſalms, and alſo that I might 


juſtifie * 


—_ OI j 
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juſtifie my ſelf, in my grounding of the 
enſuing diſcourſe upon a bare Title. 
It will be convenient, before I come 
to that which I aim at, to go over the. 
words, and to give you the 'explication 
of them, and that will take up ſome 


time. 


They begin thus ---- 4 Pſalm and 


Song. 
betwixt theſe; (4) they 
ſay they differ thus; 
when there was not on- 
ly the vozce but ſome 
Muſical inſtrument yoyn- 
ed with it, then” it was 
a Pſalm; when there 
was only a voice with- 
out any muſick, then it 
was a Song : when both 
went together, mulick 
and voice, then it was 


a Pſalm and Song. Nay 


(5) ſome are ſo curious 


and critical, as to ob- 


The learned put a. difference 


(a) Vid. Hilarjum in Prol. in Ex- 
pan. Pſalm, p. 336. Pſalm et, 
cutn, (Ofc. * $26 Ay) 15k usgencr 
rev ev2/Jrunr xa7s THC 4 pudfinge NI ns 
Tp T2 63 2y9 xpSnTat; . au dn 5 FT 
wv tdng dondidoully ty province y*'24c 
Tie comrusc, fyc.BaſilinPſal.1. 
þ.169. Pſalms proprit eft illud 


_ Carmen, quod ſimul cum Pſalterit 
Inſtruments ſuavi woce profertur 5 


Ode ſeu Canticum wox quedam 
Muſica eff cum Harmonia ſolo ore 
prolata. Euthym. in Praf. ad 
Pſalm. 


(b) Canticum Pſalmi cum vox Hu- 
mana ſequitar concentum Organi, 
Pſalmnus Cantict ubi contra. He- 
braorum Dofhores differenti® bujus 


ra'ionem, ſe ignorare ingenu? agnoſcunt. Vatabl. Where the Muſical 
inſtruments vrent before the voice, there 'ryvas a Pſalm and Song: 
Where the voices 6f men vvent before the Inſtruments, there a Song 
and Pſa!m: Burt this obſervation concerning the diffrent p'acing 
of the yyords, ſeems to be a mere querk. Engliſh Annor, 


B 4 


{ſerve 
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ſerve ſomething from the 'Order ; 
when 'tis Pſalm and Song, ( as here, 
and Pſal. 65.) then the muſick went 


before the voice; when 'tis Song and 


CEO BEES is oa et 


. Pſalm ( as Pſalm 60.") then the voice | 
went before the muſick. I aflent to the | 
difference put betwixt them. The | 
Apoſtle brings them in as drſt1n&?, Col. | 
3.16. (and he adds a third, vis. an * 


Hymn.) But as to the inferring of 


any thing from the order, that.is a ve- | 
ry nicety, a meer ſpeculation. But let | 
this paſs, I am not much concerned in | 
this clauſe; that which follows is that | 


which I muſt ab:de upon. 


( At the dedication of the Houſe of | 


David ) Something here muſt be ſpo- | 


ken, I. to the at, ( Dedication) 2. to 


| 


the objeft, or the Thing dedicated : | 


( the Houſe of Davza. ) 


'For the A#; doubtleſs this was no |; 
fmnful, 1dolatrous,  unwarrantable dedi- | — 
cation ; but that rather which was law- ' 


| ful, nay religious and holy, You read 
in Dan. 3.3. of a wicked, impious de- 
drcation: The Princes, the Governors, 


and Captains, the Fudges, the Treaſu- | 


rers, the Gounſellors, the Sheriffs, and 


» b -* % 


all the Rulers of the Provinces were ga- 
thered | 
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| | thered together, unto the | dedication ] 
of the Image, that Nebuchadne the 
| King had ſet up. This was very /0- 

' lemn, but very ſinful. After the deds- 

cation, then 'came the adoration ( as | 
you ſee verſe 7. ) --- But the dedication, 
which the Text ſpeaks of, was of a 

quite other nature; it was that which 

was done to the true God, in aright 

manner, upon right ends; and fo it 

was holy and'praiſe-worthy. 

It will be asked, what. was this 4e- 
dication that. here David makes ? 
wherein did it conſiſt? For anſwer to 
this, I ſhall not ſpend mugh time in 
| the opening of the word; which in the 
Hebr. is 7237; from VT, which fig- 
nifies to znitiate and dedicate — The 
ſubftlantive is uſed, - Nehem. 12. 27. 
Hum, 5. 10. the Verb in ſeveral pla- 
: ces — The Greek word ( which the 
= L.XX. uſe, and the Greek Fathers 
* generally) is '65z=»-u6- — ( which in 
* foundaswellasin ſenſe, bears a great 
; vicinityto the Hebrew word ) — Fob. 
* . 10. 22. you read of the Feaſt of the de- 
> atcatign; there 'tis, (7/:yzm —) But 
* TrgKyoul would not ſtay upon the 
_ F6rd, but rather come to the Thine. . 

Deaica- 


- 


"In* "SPEEDS. 


- 
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Dedication then, ( as 'tis appli'd ta * 


places or things) notes, I. Initiation; 
2. Reftauration ; 3. Setting apart, in a 
folemn manner, by - ſome religious rites 


—_—_— 0 


and atts — 4. Gonſecration, to holy ends | 


and uſes — Each of theſe are included | 


in dedication: And ſo when David is 
ſaid to dedicate hu Houſe, 'twas cither 


his firſt entrance into it, or his reftoring | 


of it to its firſ# and primitive purity ; 


or his ſetting of it apart, by religious ' 


. rites and atts; or his conſecrating of it 


to holy ends and uſes, To open theſe | 


briefly 
I. Todedicate a thing, it 1s to mniti- 
ate 1t, to enter upon it, to take the fir 


poſſeſſion of 1t — Dedication ( faith | 
Ainſworth ) # then, when a new thing u © 


firſt imploy'd, and put to that uſe for | 


J 


which it was made; as when a man firf © 
enters upon his houſe, which he hath | 


either built or purchaſed, or 'tis given 


tohim, or deſcends to him, this is de- \ 


dication. So it ſeems to be taken, 


Deut. 20. 5. What man is he that hath + 


ther man dedicate it — ( that is) en- 
ter 


\ built anew houſe, and hath not dedica- | 
ted it ! Let him go and return to his | 
houſe," leſt he dye in the battel, and ane- 


% —'Y k A. OS. | y'S on 
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ter upon it, and take poſſeſſion of it. - 


This notion ſuits well 
the word in the Orzg1- 
nal, which ſignifies to 
mmitiate, ( as hath been 
ſhown ) and {ſeveral 
learned men open it by 


this; and ſo 'tis fre- 


quently uſed in Clafſi» 
cal Authors. The mean- 
ing of the words then 
is this; 4 Pſalm and 
Song at the dedication 
of the Houſe of David ; 
(that is) when David 
firſt entred upon his 


Houſe, he made uſe of 


this Pſalm; or he pen- 
ned this P/alm for this 
uſe, and for this time, 
when he centred upon 
his new habitation. 


' mines inttiare, ( ſiv 


enough with 


VN, mitiavit, dedicavit— _ 
Aven. Pagn, Gyc. Bone note an- k 
Horibus, dedicare,\Adem oft, quod _ 
primumuſurpare. Ae Tum ho- © 
edicare )', 
dicuntur domws, cum primim in es, 
edere, bibere, (oy habitare incipt- 
wnt -— Hoſpin. de Orig. T-mpl. 
fel. 103. = Encenia, edis ſacre 
initiationes appellantur. Stuck, 
Antiq. Conv. 1. 1. c. 24, . Oc. 
An Encenia purior fit leftt9, quip- 
pe ( Snidd interprete ) ſic diceba- 


"tur celebritas, quum nov! quipplam 


foret geſtaum. Cel. Rhodigni. 119. 
22. Cc. 14. —— Suetonixs (peaking 
of Nero, of that ſlately Palace 
vyhich he had built, he adds, 
Ejnuſmodi domum chun. «bſolutam 
[ dedicaret, } xc. ( that is) 
Firſt took poſlefſion of 1t -- 17). 
6. c. 31. -- Dedicare nor. ſolum «ſt 
eraTioovna. 7H Id, ſed etlam aus 
ſpicari uſum alicnius ret -- Ca- 
ſanb. Plin. ad Traj. Vel cpits 
publicym (| dedicatt ) (rhat is) 
enter upon publick vvork He 


that did firſt pur on a nevy Garment, he vyas ſaid, veſtem enc4niase, 
Aug, in Fob. 10. Trafl. 28. gy lib. 7.in Foh. c. 9. -- 


2. Todedicate, 'tis to reftore 4 thing 
to 1ts primitive uſe and purity, When 
things were either not uſed at all, or 
abuſed, and turn'd to a wrong uſe, the 


reſtoring of theſe to their proper 


uſe 


and 
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Enc aniorum nomeny Gracum eft, qnd purity, was called | 


ab innovando dedutium, quod ves - ae! | 
innovantur vel ex profano uſu, vel dedication — Thus the | 


ad are 9p __—_— _ Temple was dedicated, 
crant inſtitute reducuntur. Hoſpin. * | F 
de Orig. Feft. Chriftian. f.. 113: by # udas eMaccabeus, j 
Bur Caſanbone rells us, that the after Antiochus had ſo : 


word, perpetu9 apud 70. Interpre- REV ' 
res, (4 N. Teftamenti audlores, de poll uted it — Thus Da- 


is dicitur, que Deo dedicantur, vid might dedicate his ' 
. cam rogue. nog obſoletz houſe, after it had been | 
0 abolita in uſum rewcafſtur. 6 fi led by Ab ſa "087 
But I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak | 

more to this under the next head. ; 

2. Dedication « the ſetting a thing | 

or place apart, by ſome ſolemn and rel:- | 

g10us rites and atts; or tis the entring © 


upon the poſſeſſion of a thing or place, by | 


Dr. Hammond : 7 
upon the ome ſolemn, &c. -— Dedication is 4 
Tex. ſolemn and religious entrance upon poſ- 


—_— ſeſſion — Thus David dedicated his | 

dg w- houſe, he entred upon it, by | ſolemn | 

te. Cajeran, . Prayer and praiſe, and penn'd this | 

d Pſalm, which is made up of theſe #wo, 

 _ forthisveryend. This I ſhall be large | 

upon in the proſecution of this dif: | 

courſe. | : 

4. Dedication & as much as Gonſe- * 

cration. To dedicatea thing to God, | 

'tis to conſecrate it to holy ends and ' 
uſes. Dedicated things were conſecra- 
ted things; for upon the G—_ 
they 


. 
- 
of 


Mn Mi 


as 4 i a _ ac «Ss 4 a4. 


—_— MM * Lend AA of. 


——_— 
OO 


Part xz, Holy Dedication: 13 
they became conſecrated. See at 

your leiſure, 1 Kings 13.13. 2 Sam. 

8. x1. x Chron. 18. 11. — The wird © 
which is rendred, by dedication, Heb. rn x; 
9. 18. is rendred by conſecration, Heb. 

10. 20. To dedicate the houſe then, 

'tis to conſecrate it; what's that ? to 

devote it to God, to ſet it apart for 

God, and for holy uſes, ( for herein 

lies the nature of conſecration :) It rea- 

ches to perſons, time, places, things. 

The Scripture ſpeaks of the Conſecra- Twine 

icuntar, que 


tion of the Temple, T1 Kings 9. 7. ſacrouſui vela- 


2 Chron. 7. 16, 20. of the Prieſts, Exod. tiinitionnr, 
28. 41. Exod: 29.22. 2 Chron. 26.18. 0, er] 


of the ſacrifices, 2 Chron. 29. 33. of ni, Dedicatio- 
tithes, 2 Chron. 31.6. Levit. 24.30. of o —_ 
houſes, and fields, and of whateter was cam, quidres 


given to God, Levit.24. (per tot.) of the 4% #ſu homi- 


rum proph ano 


Sabbath, the firſt fruits, &c. Wherein eximercnmr, 
did the conſecration. of all theſe lye ? = Peoufibiſ- 


e ſacr 
In thelr being ſet apart from common or 

tur. Hoſpin. de Orig. Feſt. Chriſtian. f. 115. Encenia, A tcaft where- 
in ſomething is renewed 3 becauſe thoſe things only are” reputed 
conſecrated, vvhich are ſeparated from their con.-mon uſe, and dedi- 
cared to ſome nevy and holy uſe - . Sympſ. Lexic, in D. 107. Godw, 
Few. Antiq. 1. 3.c. 11, -- The. Lexicographers, open Dedication, 
by xaJ0Tiaour, xabily: o;c, Tc, Martin. Calepin. (Fc. Tully purs Con- 
ſecration and Dedication togerher. Mens, Fides, Virtu, Concordia, 
conſecrate (F publicd dedicate ſunt. De Mat.Deor. -- MIN dedica- 


tio, quando aliquid & cenſarerum profanarum aut walgarium eximitur, 


deegptaribuſyne ceremonits, conſecratur Numini ad uſws ſacros, Geier. 
7” an. 3, 2, Þ.24 I, | uſes, x « 


 F Templum 
deambulatori- 
, um, Auguſt, 
calls it, 
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uſes, and in their being deſigned and! 
deftinated to holy ends and purpoſes, 
Davids dedication of his houſe, ( ing! 
grcat meaſure ) came up to. this ; he | 
conſecrated his houſe to and for God:| ;| 
and he reſolved that hx.houſe ſhould bel 

Gods houſe ; where he dwelt God: 

ſhould dwell; his habitation ſhould 

not be for ſin, but for piety and godli-) 
neſs: Thus he conſecrated his hoauſs,/ 

and this was his dedication of it. That! 
I may not not be miftaken, I ſhall ſhoy! 
you in what ſenſe I ſpeak to the conſe.) 

cration of private houſes, when I come) 

to houſe-dedication. 

Let this ſuffice for the nature of theſ 
att ; I] come to the obje&?, or the thing” 
dedicated, that was Davids houſe, 
(according to our reading of the! 
words: ) A Pſalm and Song at the dt: 
dication of the houſe] of David. You! 
find in Scripture mention made, 
of the dedication of ſeveral things and! 
places — The Tabernacle ( that * m-l 
ving Temple, the ſeat of worſhip, till 
the erecting of the Temple) was: 
anointed and ſanitified, that, and al: 
the infiruments thereof, the Altar and. 
the veſſels thereof, Numb. 7. 1. And ao 
tne 
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the Altar, tis ſaid, (verſe 10. 11.) 
The Princes offered for dedicating of the 
altar, &c. They ſhall offer their offer- 
ing, each Prince on his day, for the de- 
dicating of the altar _— ( verſe 84. ) 
This was the dedication of the altar, ( in 
the day when it was anomted,) &C. 
( verſe 88. ) This was the dedication of 
the altar, after it was anointed — The 
= that was dedicated; and this 
paſlcd under a three fold dedication _— 


The firſt was, at the firſt building of it 2 chrmn 7.5. 


by Solomon, 1 Kings 8.63. So the King 
and all the children of Iſrael dedicated 
the houſe of the Lord. The ſecond was, 
at the rebuilding of it by Zorababel, 
and the reſt,after the return out of cap- 
truity, EzraG. 16. And the children of 
Iſrael, the Prieſts and the Levites, and 
the reſt of the children of the captroity, 
kept the dedication of thu houſe of God 
with joy. The third was inthe time of 
Fudas Maccabews, after Antiochus 
had ſo' polluted and pore it; 
( for he had ſet up the mage of 
Fupiter in it, deſtroyed the holy 
oyle and the weſſels thereof, com- 
mitted horrid indignities in it: ) 

Three 


i 
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Of this vid. Three years after this, Iudas Maccabe- | 
TY us being wittorious over Antioch, 
12. c.11.-- 1 comes and dedicates the Temple again, | 
fay,three years purges it from its defilements, and' re- | 


afrer, gc. : s - | 
741 i iwpe. ſtores it tO its former uſe : the Hiſtory ; 


ers, Of this you have, T Maccab. 4. 36, 52, | 


ys dinpreivai 


Tux Toy Lrt91 $3, 54» 56, 59. To this dedication, | 


OUNCE TRi'om — 


7eſeph.ibid.-- the moſt of D:vines refer thoſe words, ” 


Encentrum, Ih. to. 22. And it Was at Jeruſalem, | 
five repurga- 


rionum feftivi- the It eaſt of the dedication, and it Was 


tates arque Winter. X 
epulas, que in | \ / © "of 
Templi, quod Antiochns polluerat, recuperati atque repurgatt memorram, | 
agitats Avrunt die 25. menſis Eisleu, qui partim Nevembri, partim 

Decembri noſtro reſponder. Stuck. Antiq. Conviv. |. 1. c. 33+. -- Bux- | 
10rf. Synag. Tud. c. 23. Hoſpin. de Orig. Templ. f. 103. -- The Feaft * 
of Dedication was a yearly feſtival, appointed by Iudas Maccabem, | 
r0 be obſerved in the ſpace of eight days, from the 25. &c. The | 
reaſon of this feaſt vvas to remember Gods mercy in delivering 

them from Antioch, vvho had (et up the Idol of Tupiter in the 
Temple of God, and aboliſhed the true vvorſhip of God -- Godw, © 
1.w. Antig. 1.3, cult. -= | 5 


Beſides the dedication of theſe pla- | 
ces, which were impropriated to the; 
worſhip of God ; you read of the ded:- 
cation of common places. As of the? 
wall at Ieruſalem, Nehem. 12. 27. And | 
at the dedication of the wall of Jeruſa- | 
lem, they ſought the, Levites out of all | 
therr places, to bring them to Jeruſalem, | 
to " the dedication with gladneſs, 
&c. Of private houſes, Deut. 20. 5 , 
Ana 
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And here 'tis ſaid, 4t the dedication of 
the houſe of David. 

But Expoſitors do not agree in their 
interpretations concerning this houſe ; 
many will not have it to be underſtood 
of Davids private houſe ; ſome make 
it to be the Tabernacle, into which 
David brought the Ark, when he fetch- 
ed it from the houſe of Obed Edom, 
2 Sam. 6.12, &c. At that time they 
ſay David penn'd this 30. Pſalm: but 
this is only aſſerted not proved. Tis 
very probable that the 68. Pſalm was 
penned upon this occaſion, but as to , 


| this we have no ſuch probability. 


Some make it to, be the Temple ; the 
Chaldee reads the words thus, For the 
dedication of the houſe of the Santluary, 
an hymn of David. In dedicatione do- 
mus, ( i.e.) Templi, licet non ſit men- 
tio Templi: At the dedication of the 
houſe, that is, of the Temple, a, 
the Temple be ndt mentioned: ( ſaith R. 
David) and moſt of the Fewiſh Inter- 


Vid. Lorin. in 


; * Hebyai fer 
preters go this way: almoſt all of aan =; 


them underſtand by the dedication of Jicationem o- 

the houſe, the dedication of the Temple prone. 67 

(as a ® learned Expoſitor obſerves.) *;;.m Twmpi, 
The beſt and the moſt judicious In- His in lice | 


C terpreters 


Fu 
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terpreters carry the words to Davids 
private houſe ; to his ordinary dwelling 
houſe. 

I. Becauſe 'tss expreſly ſaid, ( at 
the dedication of the houſe of David) | 
tis not at the dedication of the houſe of 
God, but at the dedication of the houſe 

4) of David. Thus the words run in the 
G4) Hebrew, thus the-(b) LXX ren- 


m7 \ 
Bay "2 derthem: the (c) Tranſlation of the 


IT $3xa017 1s eAthropick verſion is VEry expreſs: ( and 


T3 olus IE L6- : : . 
ds much more might be added- upon this, 
(c) P/alaw if it was needful. ) 7 

Cantici Dedi- 

cations domws ipſius David, -- Lorin, in loc. Nue verba indicant ipfiuſ- © 
met Davidis domum, non autem Dei, &c. -- To evade. the firength of © 
this, Eugubinus and Genebrard bring in David in the front of the © 
Title -- reading the vvords thus -- A Pſalm and Song of David, at | 
the dedication of the-Honſe. And Muis vvarns the Reader, by no © 
means to joyn David vvith Houſe, but vvith Pſalm and Song -- Cave © 
referas ©0 David, ad nomen vox precedens Domus, ſed ad 7+ Pſalma 
Cantici -- And his opinion as to the vvords is very ſtrange -- Venit 
mihi in mentem ſuſpicari, Pſalmum Cantici Pedicationis Domw, nihil 
aliud eſſ:, quam Pſalmum decantandum, eo Cannci dy Muſica genere, 
cujus u[us efſet in Dedicatione Demwz vel ns Inftrumentis Muficis, | 
quorum in eo feſto uſu eſſet -- Herein he's ſingular -- To evade the * 
{ircngth of the ſecond reaſon, the Jevviſh Doftors ſay, that rhis vyas Þ 
done by vvay of Prolepſ:s or anticipation -- The Temple vyas not © 
yer built, but David knevy by the meſſage God ſent him, ir ſhould 
be builr in his Sons Time z upon this he compoſed this Fſalm, and © 
ordered his Son, vvhen the vyork ſhould be done, ro wake uſe of © 
this Plalm, at the dedication of it. So Kimchi, &c, But Aben Exrs © 
underſtands it of Davids private Houſe, - 
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2: It cannot be underfiood of the : 
Temple, becauſe in Davids time- that ' 
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was not built ; he was dead before the 
Temple was built ; it was in his heart 
to build an houſe to God; it troubled 
him to dwell in an houſe of Gedar, when 
the ark of God dwelt in Curtains, 2 Sam. 
7. 2. but God told him, he was a man 
of blood, and he ſhould not do it, but 
his Son ſhould, 2 Sam. 9. 13. He ſhall 
build an houſe for my name, and I wilt 
eſtabliſh the. throne of his Kingdom for 
ever, &c. How then can we fo poſe, 
that David ſhould pen a Pſalm tor the 
dedication of that. which was.not ( as 
yet ) in being; | 
This being concluded upon, that. 
this Hoaſe was Davids private houſe, 
there is another difficulty yet remain- 
ing, and that is, where to faſten this 
dedication; . to - what eſpecial time 
doth it refer when was it that Da- 
vid did thus dedicate his Houſe? ,,, ... 
(d). ſome ſay this was done at the firſ# David chm in 
building of his houſe, of which you ** pry rs 
read, 2 Sam. 5.11. He goes to Feruſa- dwmun, tc. 


lem, conquers the Febuſttes, takes the pram _— 
gloſles upon the vvords. & z*50v xi) In78 Bec. Aavid aivvrc; Jrpnodui cov 
</xov _.. Thus my reverend and yvorthy Friend ( novy vvich Gad ) 
Mr. A. Fackson.  QNyalis fuit illa dedicatio - Fuit ſolennis conſecr ativ pro- 
pugnaculi Zionis, quod haftenus Febuſire tenuerant, gov idolelatrie cultn 
fedaverant Freid.lib. -- Vid. Dr, Hamm. in loc. 


C2 ſtrong 
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=== Probabile eſt, Daviaem 
bunc Pſalmum edidiſſe,” quam in 
urbem regreſſus, domum ſuam in- 
ce(tu filii 0 atiis ſceleribus pollu- 
tam, veller repurgare, (& Deo 
quaſi de integro conſecrare. Beza. 
. Ided donovo dedicabat, quia eum 
Abſalom, fediſſime inceſtis ſtupris 
polluerat, Sculter, Cim David 
. domum ſuam ab Abſaloms fadatam 
repurgavit -- Grot. Calv. Tun. (F 
Trem. Piſcat. Fabric. Deodale, 
Eorin. all go this vvay, and pirch 
'pypon this time, And the matter 
of the Palm, andſeveral expreſ- 
ſions in it, ſeem moſt ro favour 
this interpretation, (as they 


tell us. ) F 


it again, oh, 


Holy Dedication. Chap.r; 


frong hold of Zion, Iſrael come in to 
him, and own him for their King; 
ſo he builds him an houſe : (as there 


' fay this was done when 


VT $ I 


you may ſee.) Others! 


6 oo og RL 


David returned to his 
Houſe, after the rebel- 
lion of his ſon Abſalom, | 
2 Sam. 20. 3. And Da- | 
vid came to hs houſe at | 
Jeruſalem; and the® 
King, &c. In the time! 
of Davids abſence, his! 
wicked Son had ſadly! 
defiled his Houſe, by! 
inceſt and all manner of | 
wickedneſs. Holy D#* 
vid, when he comes to! 
his Houſe muſt be purg-! 


cd, cleanſed from theſe horrid defile-# 
ments ; and therefore he makes a freſh? 
dedication of it to God. The moſt} 
of Interpreters fall in with this period} 
of time; now was the dedication,” 
which the Text ſpeaks of 1ſhall not! 
be peremptory in fixing it, either here? 
or there, both will ſerve for my pur-| 
= ſuch a thing was done, David: 


ouſe was dedicated, though I cannot* 


be j 
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be poſitive as to the time, when. in 
ſpecial this was done. 

I have done with the opening of the 
words, as to the a& and object of it. 
And by what I have laid down, I hope, 
the ſenſe and meaning of them is ſuffi- 
ciently cleared up. Yet before I con- 
clude this, I cannot but ſet down 
ſome of the Antients Interpretations 
upon them. The Fathers generally . 
do put a myſtical -and Allegorical © 
ſenſe» upon them. 


Thus (a) Hiergme, The 
* dedication of the houſe 


* of David, zs the reſar- 


* reftion of our Saviour, 
« by which all our bodies 
© are dedicated to life. 


(a) Dedicatio demus David, re- 
ſurref19 Salvatorts intelliggtar, in 
gud omnia corpora vite dedicantur. 
David figuram Chriſti tenet; do- 
mus David, domus Chriſti, ( 1.e.) 
Humanitas domus eft Divinttatis. 
Tunc etificavit domum, quande 
Humanitatem carnis aſſumpſut 3 (&. 
tunc dedicavit, quando & mertuis 


© David -z9 4 Type of 
«Chriſt; the houſe” of 
« David # the houſe of 


eam veſurgere fect, Et mod0 adi- 
ficatur domws David, i. e. Chriſti, 
h. e. Eccleſia, uſque in finem adifi- 
catur, ſed in reſurreHione dedica- 


« Chriſt, (that #) the 
«* humanity #5. the houſe 
* of drvinity: then Gorift 
* built the: houſe, when 
«he took our fleſh upon 


tur 3 Quands immortalitatem ac- 
ceptura eft. Vocem redemprinris 
noſtri continet, qui per reſurref10- 
nem corporis ſui, Ecileftam ( que 
omnium mater eſt) acquiſitam, ſuo 
nomint dedicauit. Hieron, in Com- 
ment. ad Pſalm. (lt he vvas the 


Author of them, vvhich Eraſmus 


r-& * him, then he dedicated * | 
| : * - . d A 2 b hizs d . ) 
ds *4t, whenhe raiſed it u MEAL. 7 
ot” ffrom the dead: And now the houſe of 

F = / | 
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. © David, (that &) of Chrift,, s built, 
© namely the Church ; "th building to the - 
« end, but at the reſurrettion "tis dedica- 
*ted, when it ſhall enter upon 4mmorta- 
* ity. | The Title] contains in it the 
« vorce of Ghrift, who by the reſurre&tion 
© of his body, hath dedicated. the Church 
« ( the Mother of 14 all) to hicown name 
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Thus Au- 


'(b) Pſalm letitie reſurrefionss, 
atque in immortalem ftlarum muta- 
' tonis, atque innovationis corpoyts, 
Gy'c. Nam ſuperiors Pſalmo, 'Ta- 


© and glory. 
*puſt, (b) 4-"Pfalm of 
©70y upon the reſurret1- 
« on, and the changing of 


© dar bodies thts an 1n- 
mortal tute; "in the 
"Pſalm foregoing, #h2 
. Tabernacle Rated 
« where we live in the trmevf way; Here 
«the houſe 1s dedicated, © which: fpall 


« abide | in  evelaſting 


bernaculum A eft, ubi 
habitampus belli tampore, nunc au» 
tem domus dedicatur, gue in ſtme 
piternum pace permanebit -- Aug. }. 


tnPſal;t. 8. 


| peace.- Thus 
Thevdoret;\(c) He cals 
*{ fays he): the 'dedica- 
' 2306 of the houſe; the re- 
© fauratron of #he Hu- 


(c) 'ry,ainowtyoins xens, thy TH 
@ 3p 7 ins cuotes Vitpyiny, 1 © Jeet» 
Tve Xetg's imevibiot, woy V Te mam? 
xtTed += 2111 DaitTor, ot; x2Tah bond 
Tot CatlaTi”, XN; Tis ati t2oinc wulky 


Sify T3 i\nides,  Theoder, til, © 1ane 1Natiwe, which 
'P. 504. | « Chriſt prifefted, when _ 
©he dy 4 for us, - and 

* overcame death; "and gave ns the hope 

« of reſurrefton.” Thus Gyr,” Nyſſene, 

Bafit do alſo” Altegorize upon the 

words, 


p 
| 
| 
| 
, 
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words ; Iwill not further recite their 
words; for I ſhall crave leave ( with 
all ſubmiſſion to ſo great perſons ) ra- 
ther to embrace and purſue the literal, 


than the myſtical and Allegorical 


ſenſe. 


dedication, ſuch as this of holy David 
was. The poor Heathens had ſome 


blind notions of dedication-work ; 


hence they had their ſolemn days, 
which they dedicated to their Gods; 
their Temples, which were for their 


Idolatrous worſhip, they were dedica- 


ted : their private hou- 


And that leads me to ſpeak of houſe- | 


_ 


ſes alſo _ under Multa ali ſacrificia, lcaque ſa- 


ſome kind of dedicati- 


eris faciendis dedicavi. Liv. 1, ab 


on ; but what was this 
to the dedication that 
David here makes, and 
to what others of the 
people of God make in 


imitation of his ex- 


urbe -- Vid. 34. ab urbe, c. 52. 
Temphim pecunia med extruxi, cu» 
Jus dedicationem cum ſitparatum, 
differre longnus, irr-ligisſum efts 
Plm. Ep.lib. 4. & paſſim -— ot the * 
dedication of private Houſes, ſee 
many things in Tull. Orat. pro de- 
tho ſui ( verſia finem. ) 


ample: this doth not 1ye in ſome foo- 
liſh Rites and Ceremonies, ( which 
was all the dedication of the poor Hea- 


thens, ) but 'tis an holy, ſolemn, reli- 


gious dedication ; ( as will appear in 


that which follows. ) 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 2. 
: Dedication Perſonal or Domeſtick : 
The former opened. 


order to the Explication of the 
words, I ſhall now faſten upon that 
which I deſign from them, (@12.) a 
little to trear of holy dedication. Now 
this is twofold, perſonal and dome- 
ick; there's the dedicating of a mans 
ſelf to God, and the dedicating of a 
* mans houſe to God. I/ know other 
branches might be aſſigned, but theſe 
two will be ag much as I ſhall be able 
to graſp, and therefore I name no 
more. And( in {triftneſs of method) 
I ſhould only ſpeak to domeſtick or 
houſe-dedication ; (tor the words only 
mention that) but I ſhall deſire the 
Readers pardon. in the handling of 
perſonal and ſelf-dedication alſo. The 
excellency of the ſubject will be ſome 
Apology tor the violation of the ſtrict 
191:s of method. And indeed 'tis ne- 
" In | cellary 
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ceſflary that I ſhould ſpeak to this, 
( before I come to the other ) 1. be- 


. cauſe ſelt-dedication is the ground of 


houſe-dedication ; I take this for an 


unqueſtionable maxime, That he who 


doth not dedicate himſelf to God, will 
never dedicate hs houſe to God; tis 
certain the dedication of the Houſe, 
muſt begin with the dedication of the 


| Perſon. 2. Suppoſe a man ſhould de- 
' dicate his Houſe, (which yet cannot 


well be imagin'd ) yet if he doth not 
dedicate himſelf, this would not pro- 
fithim; (as to Gods acceptation, and 
his own falvation:) Let him enter 


| upon his habitation in a | religious 
manner, by prayer and praife, and 


let him ſet up the worſhip of God in 
his Family, and make conſcience of 
all religious exerciſes; if withal he 
doth not devote and dedic:te his Per- 
{on to God, he is but a gilded hypo- 
crite in Gods account, but as ſounding 
braſs or 4 tinklins Gimbal. So that 
that you may be accepted of the Lord, 
and that you may come up to the 
T6 ixiuve courage, the things that have ſal- 
vation; 'tis neceſlary that I ſhuuld 


. Arge upon you perſonal as well as do- 


meſtick 


1 Cor.-1h.T. * 


2 Cor.5.9., 
H:b.6.9. 
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meftickdedication..' The Text ſpeaks 


of Davids dedicating his Houſe; elſe 


where you fing him dedicating his ſelf 
to God. Pſal. ug. 38. Stabliſh thy 
word unto thy ſervant, who u devoted 
( ſo we fill it up in our tranſlation ) 
to thy fear. (Verſe g4.) 1 am thine, 
ſave me. Thwme, not only as to Gods 
claim and ſpecial intereſt in him, but 
alſo as to his ewn a&# of dedication; 
he had ſolemnly dedicated himſelf to 
God, and ſo he was hy. So (verſe 
25.) 1 am thy ſervant, grove me under- 
ſtanding that I may know thy teſtimonzes. 
*Tis as if he had ſaid; Bleſſed God, 1 
have grven up my ſelf to thy ſervice ; let 
me but know thy will and pleaſure, and 1 
will do it, for I have dedicated my ſelf 
zo thee. 1 paſs by other Scriptures that 

might be cited for this purpoſe. 
ſhall begin with this perſonal dedi- 
cation, which is a great duty, and in- | 
deed the great duty lying upon every 
man. You have it not, in ſo many 
letters and ſyllables commanded or 
commended in the word ; but you 
have the thing, or that which is equi- 
valent, very often; 2 Chron. 29. 31. 
Wow ye have conſecrated your ſelves = 
the. 
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the Lord, come near and bring ſa» 
crifices, Rom. 2.1. I beſtech you bre- 
thren, by the mercies of God, that you 
preſent your bodies a liroing ſacrifice, ho- 
ly, acceptable unto God, which is yoar 
reaſonable ſervice. This, in' effect, bil eff alind 
is perſonal dedication ; by Bodies, the 1,94 dicir, cor- 
Apoſtle means ' the whole Perſon ; ny 
('tis a Synecdoche uſuall both Muſeu, OY 
amongſt Fews' and Greeks: ) asin the 
following Ghap. ( verſe 1. ) by ſout he 
underſtands the perſon ; ſo here by bo- 
dies he aims at the ſame thing. 

He alludes to the lepal ſacrifices, 
which believers under the Goſpel muſt - 
exceed ; theri God took up: with the 
bodits of Beaſts' that were ſacrificed 
to: him ;- but now he will have the 
Saints to offer up themſelves; -then a 


dead ſactifice was accepted, but now 


God” ſtands” upoh living ſacrifices : 
But (1 ſay ) this preſenting of our bo- 
dies,” *tis the dedicating or conſecra- ,,,..,.,,".;. 


ting of the whole ſelf to God. ( $0 is vertis giv-re 


Pareus.) The Apoſtle ( ſaith he) might Rogo ut 115 11 - 


tamg; veſtram 


have ſaid plataly, I beſeech Jon, that Deo conſecre- 


you will conſecrate your ſelves and your tis -- Parear. 


-- Vt nos Li #0 


life to God. And ( Muſfealus ) the ;;11; adarſom 


meaning of the words is this; That we volmnatem de- 
ſhould dammw, Mufcu!, 
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ſhould give up our whole ſelves to the will 


of God: and all Expoſitors ſpeak to 


the ſame purpoſe. 


That I may bring my diſcourſe of 
this perſonal dedication, into as nar- 
row a compaſs as may be, I will do 


' buttwo things: 1. Open the Nature 


of it : 2. Make ſome plain and practi- 
cal improvement of it. 

For the Nature of it: It 1 wquld 
give the moſt exact and accurate cx- 
plication of it, then I ſhould deſcribe 
it, by opening, | : 

1. The terminus ad quem, the perſon 
to whom this dedication 1s made, name- 
ly God; conſidered inhis Nature, in 
the Relations wherein he ſtands to us; 
as our Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifh- 
er; as our Owner to diſpoſe of. us, 
our Ruler to govern'tis; as our chicf 
gap in whom our true and higheſt 
elicity doth conſiſt; as our Benetfa- 
_— efficiently, and finally as our 
end. 

2. The matter of it, or the thing 
dedicated, and that is, our ſelves, our 
perſons, poſleflions, &'c. whateyer 
we are or have. 

- 3. The 4b of dedication, ay 
red, 


s 
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red, 1. Inits ſelf, 2. In its properties 
or qualifications : In it ſelf, as it im- 
plies, 1. Reſignation to God our own- 
er, to be diſpoſed of by him. 2. Sub- 
jection to God our Ruler to obey him. 
3. Firm adherence to God, as our 
chicf good, to thank him, to glorifie, 
love and pleaſe him. In its proper- 
ties; as 1. its fincerity,  heartineſs 
and unreſervedneſs. 2. Its intenſeneſs, 
reſolvedneſs. 3. Its integrity, as to 
all our powers and poſleflions. 4. Its 
freeneſs and voluntarineſs. 

I fay,theſe are the ſeveral things that 
I ſhould ſpeak to, in the exaCt open- 
ing of ſelf-dedication: but becauſe a 
ſhorter way may be more plain and ob- 
vious to the moſt capacities, I ſhall 
rather chuſe to open it in theſe fix 
particulars. As it lies, | 

T. In the attual donation, and g1- 
ving ( or giving up ) of Self to God. 

2. In Self-ſurrender, or Self-reſig- 
nation to the will of God. | 


3. In firmneſs and fixedneſs of Reſolu- 


t1on for God. 
4+ Inthe ſetting apart of Self for God, 


and in ſeparating from the courſe. of the 


world, and from whatever # againſt God. 
5. 1n 


Perſmal Dedication. Chap.2; 


5. In federal ftipulation, or free and 
deliberate entring into covenant with 
God. ; 

6. In a perſons additling or devo- 
ting of himſelf, to the glorifying of 
God, as his ſupream and ultimate 


end. 
All theſe are contained in ſelf-dedi- 


cation. Poflibly ſome ſevere Metho- 


diſt; will not ſo well be ſatisfied with | 


the enumeration of thefe Heads : the 
truth is, 'tis the firſt thing ( v/2. the 
giving of Self to God, that is the for- 
malis ratio, or the eſſential At of 
perſonal dedication:) And all the 
other come in, but as ſo many ſpectes 
under this Genus, or as ſo many ſeve- 
ral Branches contained in this main 
Act. Yet for all this, I rather fixe 
upon the method propounded, becauſe 
"tis more eafie and expreſs. And I 
defire the - judicious Reader not to 


miſunderſtand me: When I inſtance 


in theſe ſix Particulars, (as making 
up Perfonal dedication, ) Ido not lay 
them-down, as ſo many Heads really 
diſtingt, or really diflering the one 
from the other, ( if they be ſtrictly 
weighed, poſſibly ſome of them may 

| be 
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be a little. co-incident : ) Nor do 
L propoſe them, as being all of them 
the eſſential conſtitutive parts of this 
\ dedication ( for ſome of them are ra- 
ther Adjundts, or Modes, or Conſe- 
querits, then Eflential parts: ) 1only 
make uſe of them, as ſo many expli- 
cations or illuſtrations of the duty in 
hand; and if the Heads ( generally 
propounded ) ſeem to be co-incident 
yet in the enlargements upon them, 
I ſhall purſue diflerent nations. I 
come. to the particular and diſtinct 
opening of them. — ; 

1. .Self-dedication, "tis the attual gi- 
wing or donation of 4 mans ſelf to God. 
Then a perſon may be faid to dedicate 
himſelf to God, when he gives him- 
{elf to God ; - when he doth (as it were) 
by a deed of gift, make over himſelf 
and his All to God. - Things dedica- 
ted in the time of the Law, ( from 
whence we muſt borrow our light, as 
to the true notion of Goſpel-dedicati- 
on ) they were given to God; there 
waSin them an alienation of the pro- 
perty ; the right was paſſed over from 
the Owner,. and God himſelf was 
made the Proprietary : Thus 'tis here 

: in 
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in perſonal dedication. O the poor 

wy gore whatever his :/eff. is, Lows 

tirely makes it over to God. He goes 

to God, and ſays, Lord, here I tender 

my ſelf to thee, ſuch as it 1s, if thou 

>. wilt pleaſe to accept of it ; Lord, I am 
thine; not my own, but thine; thou haſt 

4 greater right to me, than I have or can 

have to my ſelf ; and I own it, and there- 

fore whatever I am, whatever I have, I 

' give it all to thee; take me, and make 

the beft of me, for I am thine. This is 
perſonal dedication. An inſtance of 

which the Apoſtle gives us, 2 Gor. 8.5. 

He ſpeaks of the Ma- 

Maltd amplius, quam ſperare an- cedontans, and he ſays 


debamw. Eraim, -- Ii ſuperave- ; s . 
runt e114 expeffationem, quia non this of them , This they 


ſuas tantim facultates habuerunt did, not as we hoped, 
ded ca impendere© ( that is, they did more 
then what we hoped 

for,*they exceeded our hopes and ex- 
peCtations; wherein? ) Firſs they 

gave their own ſelves to the Lord, and 

( then ) unto us by the will of God. This 

is a very great expreſſion, an high 
commendation; the. Apoſtle puts a 

great emphaſis upon it; they gave > 
themſelves, their own ſelves to the | 

Lord; their giving of ſome part of | 

their | 
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their eſtates towards the relief of the . 
r Saints at Feruſalem, that was 
very well, - ( eſpecially conſidering the 
eMacedonians were low enough them- 
ſelves ) but this was not all, there was 
ſomething higher than this, they gave 
themſelves to the Lord, A mans ſelt 
is a great deal more then his eſtate, 
( eſpecially then ſome part of it; ) 
this was that which was given by theſe 
believers. Photius ( as yy is cited by -r2 vs «91 | -* 
Occumenius ) obſerves fix things, 75 lane” 
which were highly commendable in tus, te.” 
theſe Macedomans; 1. They gave ac- 9cum. in hace 
cording to their power. Nay, 2. They 
went beyond their power; ( their charity 
was larger then their ability. ) ,3. They 
were free toall thu: (verſe 3.) for to 
therr power, ( I bear record) yea and be- 
yond their power, they were milling of 
r themſelves... 4. They were very car- 
neſt with Paul, that he would receive - 4 
their gift, and take upon him the fellow- | 
ſhip of mmiſtring to the Saints. (Verſe 
4.) 5. They went beyond what was ex- 
pebted from them. 6. ( which ( fays 15 5 
he ) was the higheſt of all,) They gave 
themſelves unto the Lord. What could 
they do more, then this? There 
D could 
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could not be an higher expreſſion of 
their love to God, then to give them- 


Non folim res ſuas, ſed ſemetipſns 
dederunt Domin), quaſt ſacrificinm 
immaculatum.. Antelm, $:c. De- 
. clarantes ſe totos efſe Chriſti -- 
Fit. Hec eſt cauſa, cur ſuper vi- 
res liberales fuerint Macedones, 
quia non ſua tantum, ſed ſemetipſos 
primium totos Domino conſecrave- 
runt. Jac. Capell. Adeo fuit e6- 
rum voluntas ad pietatem propenſa, 
ut n»n modd bona ſua liberaliter ad 
alendos pauprres effunderent, ſed 
' ſeipſos totos Deo dicarent, Juſtin, 

Non bona tantim ſua, ſed (oy de 
numero ſuo polliciti ſunt, ſe daturos, 
qui Corinthum j1ent. Grot. So 
Dr. - Hammond. And Calvines 
words ( cited aboye ) may alſo 
carried this way. 


ſclves to him. Grotius 
in his expoſition of the 


words, doth much di- 


miniſh and leflen this 


act; for he makes it. 


to be but this; the 
Macedonians did not 
only give their own 
Alms and benevolence, 
but they promiſed to 
ſend ſome of their Bo- 
dy to the Corinthians, 
to ſtir them up to the 
ſame liberality. This 
I judge to be a very 


cold and irigid interpretation, put up- 
on this frnnve carriage of theſe per- 


ſons : 


that we had many of this 


Temper! that the world might be full 


of ſuch 


perſons, that did give: their 


own ſelves to the Lord. This is rather 
paying a debt, then giving a gift, for 
we'all owe our ſc]ves to the Lord; and 
how do we gain by this giving ; He lo- 
ſes nothing that gives hy Al to God; 
God will return it him with advan- 
tage, But will not mingle the Ap- 

. plicatory 
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plicatory and the Explicatory part 
together. 


2. Self-dedication conſiſts in ſelf - 


ſurrender, or ſelf-refignation to the will 
of God. When l give my ſelf to God, 
this ſpeaks my due ſenſe of his right 
to me, and propriety in me ; when I 
ſurrender my ſelf to his will, this 
ſpeaks my due ſenſe of his ſoveraignty 
and dominion over me. I give my ſelf 
to God, to be uſed, imployed by him 
I reſign up my ſelf to God, to beru- 
led, ordered, diſpoſed by him. In 
giving my ſelf to God, I eye him as 
my Creator, Preſerver, Redeemer : 
In ſurrendring my ſelf to his will, I 
eye himas my Legiſlator and Sove- 
raign. The latter follows upon the 
former ; having given up my felt to 
God, I am now his; he may now do 
with me what he pleaſes, for Donini- 
um tranſit cum re,&c. ( as the Lawyers 
tell us: ) and upon this, I muſt ſur- 
render up my ſelf to his will. This 
(1fay) is part of ſelf-dedication. 
Now this will of God, Divines di- 
—_— into his Preceptive, and in- 
to his Providential will. The Pre- 


ceptive will of God is that, wherein 
D 2 he 
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he reveals and enjoyns our duty : The 
Providential will - of God, is that, 
wherein he orders our condition. The 
Preceptive will refers to what God 
will have us to do; the Providential 
will refers to what God himſelf is 
pleaſed to do. When the Soul is 
brought over to this two-fold will of 
God, ſo, as to act ſubjection to the 
one, and ſubmiſſion to the other, this 
is ſelf-dedication. 

T. It lies in ſubjeftion to Gods 
Preceptive will, This ſubjection is 
our dedication ; when we lie at Gods 
feet, ſtudy his will revealed in the 
word, and reſign up our ſelves to it, 
yield obedience to his commands, do 
not oppoſe or quarrel at any thing 
that he enjoyns ; but ſay, Speak Lord, 


_ thy ſervant hears ; what wilt thou have 


us todo! What thou wilt have us to 
do, that we will do, what thou wilt 
have us not to do, that we will not do; 
when we once come to ſpeak this hear- 


> tily, ſo to ſpeak and ſo to do, then we 


. havededicated our ſelves to God. No 


ſubjetlion, no dedication, the ſinner 


hath no further dedicated himſelf to - 


God, then ashe lives in a bleſled con- 
- formity 


— x 
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formity and ſubjection to his will, and 

wholly reſigns up himſelf to it, 

2 Chron. 30. 8. Be not ftiff-necked as your 

fathers were, but yield your ſelves unto 

the Lord : "Tis an alluſion to Ser- 

vants, when they enter into their Ma- 

ſters ſervice, they yield themſelves 

up to them, (inall lawtul things )- to 

be ſubject to their will and com- 

mands ; and ſo they may be ſaid to 

have dedicated themſelves to them. 

So here, Yield your ſelves unto the 

Lord, Rom. 6. 16. Know ye not, that 

to whom ye yield your ſelves ſervants to 

obey, hu ſervants ye are to whom ye obey, 

&c. And ( verſe 19.) As ye have yielded 

your members ſervants to uncleanne($ and 

to miquity unto intquity, even ſo now 

yield your members ſervants to righte- 

ouſneſs unto holineſs. Oh, when men 

are brought to this, to yield them- 

ſelves to God, to be his ſervants, to 

be obedient to his will, then ſelf-dedi- 

cation is arrived at. . The Apoſtle ex- / 
horting to this very thing, them I2.T. * Significat 
( as hath been hinted ) he ſets it forth, any *Y 
by preſenting our bodies to God; now OT & 


that ( * #«&55-«: ) is as muchas to live Parton ali- 
| : cut aſſiſtere, 
ad mandata ejus excipienda oo obeunda. Gagn, vid. Steph. in Verb, 
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ad nutum Det, to be at Gods beck and 
call, readily to be ordered by his will. 
If this word will not prove that which 
I aim at, that which follows will ; 

having ſpoke of perſonal dedication, 
( _ I. ) he preſently ſubjoyns, 
( verſe 2.) Be not conformed to the 
world, but be ye transformed by the re- 
newing of your mind, that ye may prove 
what that good and acceptable and per- 


fed will of God. Then we have dedi- 


cated our ſelves to God, when we do 
not ſymbolize, agree with the carnal 
world, but ( upon transformation and 
renovation going before) we do ob- 
ſerve, approve of, and obey the good 
will of God ; when we ſay to God, as 
the Son to his Father ; 3 Tibi Pater me 
dedo, quidwuis oneris 1mpone, 1mpera. 
( Terent. ) I gfve my ſelf to thee; lay on 
what thou pleaſeſt, Iwill bear it, enjoyn 
what thou wilt, I will do it. Till a 
man be brought out of the Natural 
ſtate, he can never come to this ; for, 


The carnal mind uw enmity axainf 


God, for it #s not ſubjett to the Law of 
God, neither indeed can be, Rom. 8. 

Till there be converſion, there cannot 
be ſubjection to Gods will ; and till 
there 
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there be this ſubjection, there is no 
ſelf-dedication. Unleſs the heart be 

framed to this, 'tis a certain evidence 

of Non-dedication. You know the 

will of God, you read it, you hear it, 

'tis urg'd upon you from time to time, 

but yet you will not be obedient to it, 

ſurely ſelf is not yet devoted to God. 

2. lt hes in ſubmiſſion to Gods provi |, 
dential will, This ſubmiſſion, points, Duty of Men. 
either to what is paſt or preſent, or to Fart-2-p 31: 
what is future and to,.come. Our ſub- 
miſſion as to what is paſt or preſent, 
conſiſts in the exerciſe of Patience, 
under all the Lords diſpenſations : 

Our ſubmiſſion as to what is to come, 
conſiſts in our quiet, ſedate, compo- 
ſed referring our ſelves to Gods wiſe 
diſpoſe ; as believing, that he knows 
what is beſt, and will do nothing, /but 
what ſhall be for the beſt. Theſe)two 
are diſtinct, and I ſhall ſpeak to them 
as ſo, when I come to the uſe ; here I 
will only touch upon ſubmiſſiqn to 
the Providential will of God in gene- 
ral. A Chriſtians ſelf-dedication lies 
very much in this ; when 1 dedicate 
my ſelf to God, Ido cither implicitly 
or exprelly ſay this, Lord, here 1 am, 
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I throw my ſelf down before thee, I reſign 
up my ſelf to thee, do with me what 
ſeems good unto thee ; not my will, but 
\ thy will be done. Let my work be what 
it will, Tl ſubmit : Let my rank and 
tation be what it will, F'll ſubmit. Let 
ny condition be what it will, I'll ſubmat ; 
Be it health or ſickneſs, fulneſs or want, 
relations or no relations, mercy or affli&t:- 
on, thy or that, I'll ſubmit ; 1 ſay, this 
we do in effect ſpeak, whenever we 
enter upon this dedication ; and with- 
out this, either we are not true 7 our 
dedication, or not true to our dedica- 
tion. O the bleſſed examples that 
we have in the word, of the excellent. 
carriage of dedicated perſons, in this 
particular; (it the Lord would help 
us, who profeſs the ſame dedzcation, 
| $3m 3.18. £0 practiſe the ſame ſubmiſſion, ) what 
* Quaniaad- a dreadful meſſage was ſent to good 
—_— wal old El: ? but ( faith he ) 1? zs the Lord, 
Quarta adrz:- let him dg what ſeemeth him. good. 


ta tormenta ? q i i * 
— W hat gricvous trials did holy * Fob 
miliaris infligitur,numeroſe ſobolis orbitas irrogatur, Ec. Nec Deming 
, repent nec Pater eſt, Arcedit uulnerum vaſtitas, (4c. Nec tamen Fob 
grawtbus Of denſir confliftationibus frangitur, quo minus inter illas an- 
enſtias, of preſſuras ſuas Dei benediftio viflrice patientia pradicetur. 
Cvpr ae Bon) Pattent. -- Nihil in demo remanſerat, (9c. Certe pauper 
eft, certe nthil haber ;, ſt nihal remanſit, de quo theſauro iſt gemm# lau- 
au Det proferunrur. O wirum putrem (@ miegram ! 0 felum & pul- 
ram, EF. Avg. Serm. 105. de Temp, under 
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undergo? but how ſubmiſſively, nay, . © 
how thankfully did he carry it.TheLord Job 1.21. 7 
. £ave, and the Lord hath taken away, 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord, Da- 1 . 
vid had his ſmarting affictions too ; 
but ( ſaith he) I was dumb, and opened 
not my mouth, becauſe thou Lord didſk _ NY 
 #t. When he fled from Abſalom, he 2Sam-15 25, -+ 
was in great ſtraits ; but, though his | 
ſon rebels againſt him, he quietly re- 
fers himſelf to God. And the King 
ſaid unto Zadok, carry back the Ark of 
God into the City ; if 1 ſhall find favour 
In the eyes of the Lord, he. will bring me 
again, and ſhew me both it and hu habi- 
tation; but if he thus ſay, I have node- 
I1ght in thee, (a ſad word for God to 
ſpeak; if he ſpeaks this word, will 
not David fret and murmur ? Ono, ) 
Behold here am I, let him do ts me as 
ſeemeth good unto him. "Twas a dil- 
mal melon that the Prophet brought 
to Hezekiah; but he receives it with 
much calmneſs; Good « the word of the 
Lord, which thou haſt ſpoken. The 
higheſt of all was our precious Lord 
and Saviour ; 'twas a bitter Cup in- 
deed, that he was to drink of; and 
he prayed earneſtly to be freed from 
it; 


[ſ3 39.ulr, 


Az Perſonal Dedication. Chap.2; 
Matth.25.39. it, Father if it be poſſible, &c. yet he 
ſubmits his will to his Fathers will 
Nevertheleſs not my will, but thy will be 
_ done. Alert are excellent copies, God 
enables us to write after them. To 
cloſe up this Head ; ſubje&ton to Gods 
preceptive will, ſubmiſſion to his provi- 
dential will, are great ingredients in- 
to ſelf-dedication. Do you ſay to 
God, with reſpect 'to his -preceptive 
2Kings 10.5. will, what once the rulers of Fezreel, 
and the Elders ſaid to Fehu ? We are 

thy ſervants, and will do all that thuu * 

ſhalt bidus. And do you alſo ſay to< : 

_ God, with reſpect to his providential © 

will, what once Hezekiah ſaid to the | 
King of Aſſyria ? What thou putteſt up- 
on me 1 will bear: If this be the frame 
of your ſouls, then ſurely you are fin- 
cere in your ſelf-dedication ; and know 
what it is to be a people dedicated to 
God, and are not now to enter upon 

this great work. , 

3. Self-dedication, is the firmneſs and 
fixedneſs of reſolution for God and by | 
ways. This act of the will is eſſenti-_ 
| ally requiſite to it ; the dedication is 

falſe, when the reſolution is not firm ; 
when the ſoul is once come to this, to 


be 


2Kin?s 18.14. 
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be fixed, reſolved for God, and hols- 
neſs, againſt ſin, the world, the fleſh, and 
all oppoſers, there is the truth of 
dedicution. That ſubjeftton, ( which I 
ſpoke to under the apo Head ) is 
indeed the act of the ww, and that 
is very good ; but that is not enough, 
there muſt be reſolution alſo; here 
the will is peremptory, . here it acts 
with the greateſt intenſeneſs and ve- 
hemence; and this is brought- about 
by the underſtanding, this is the lead- 
ing faculty; it lays before the will 
ſuch and ſuch dictates, then the will 
reſolves; O ſays the underſtanding, 
God is good ; then ſays the will, Il 
love him, cleave to him, purſue after 
him, never forſake him : The ways bf 
God are good; then ſays the will, I's 
walk in them, and I will not depart 
' from them; ſin 35 evil, then ſays the 
will, T1] ſhun it, T1l have nothing to 
dowithit; (and ſoin other things : ) 
the intelleCtive faculty preſents its 
dictates, then the will frames its pra- 
Ctical and peremptory decrees : Now 
I ſay, this is our dedication to God, 
when the will thus reſolves for God; 
when we are ſet for God, and duty ne- 
Ver 
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ver tobealtered; our hearts are fixed, 
( as David ſaid his was,) let Satan 
and the world do what they can, to 
take us off from an holy God and an 
holy courſe, yet they ſhall not do it ; 
O happy ſouls, with whom 'tis thus ! 
Self-dedication makes a perſon unmo- 
vable; he is not to be altered, his 
purpoſe and reſolution is ſo high. 
Ruth would not leave her mother MVao- 
mi, whatever came on't; Orpah was 
ſoon taken off, ſhe kiſſes her mother, 
and parts from her, but Ruth clave to 
her; O ſays ſhe, Intreat me not to 
leave thee, mhither thou goeſt 1 will go, 
where thou lodgeſt 1 will lodge, where 
thou diet I will die, &c. All the Kings 
dainties were nothing to Damel ; B 
had purpoſed in his heart, that he would 
not defile himſelf with the portion of the 
Kings meat, &c. Thus 'tis with a man, 
as to God and Chriſt and podlineſs, 
when he hath ſincerely dedicated him- 
ſelfto God. Self-dedication is always 
attended with firmneſs of reſolution ; 


nay indeed the very eſſence of it lies in 


this. I am purpeſed that my mouth 
ſhall —_— I will keep thy ſta- 
] 


tutes, 1 have ſworn, and | will perform 
| it, 
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it, that 1 will keep " O judg- 

ments. Moſes had dedicated himſelf webr.11.24, 
to Chriſt, and therefore he was reſol- 26+ 

ved for Chriſt; He refuſed to be called 
the ſon of Pharaohs daughter, efteemmg 
the reproach of Chriſt greater riches, 
than the treaſures in Egypt. All this 
7s come upon us, yet have we not forgot- 
ten thee, nor dealt falſly in thy Gove- 
nant. Here was reſolution ; and where 
that is not, in oppoſition both to ſuſ- 
penſiveneſs within, and to Apoſtacy 
without, there is to ſelf-dedication. 
Here dedicating work begitis, and it 
holds on with this to the end. Oh, 
this is the language of ſuch as are up- 
rightin it ; when we firſt owned God, 
and cloſed with him, we weighed and 
conſidered what we did, we traverſed 
things to and fro, after maturgand ſe- 
rious deliberation, and caſting up all 
accounts, we gave our ſelves to God, 
and choſe to walk in his ways ; and 
we {ce nothing of weight to make us 
alter our choice; no, we are confirm- 
ed in it more and more, and like it 
better every day then other ; we have 
choſen the way of truth, and we will Pal-119.30, 
ſtick to it; let us be hated, deri- 3” 

ded, 
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ded, reproached; perſecuted, all this | 
ſhall not make us change our courſe, 
or alter our choice; here, here is 
that precious, excellent, ſelf-dedica- 
tion which 1 am ſpeaking of. O that. 
it was as eaſie to live it, and att it, as 
it is to deſcribe it, and to talk or write 
of it. 

. Self-dedication lies, 11 4 mans 
ſetting of himſelf apart for God, and ſe- 
parating from the courſe of the world. 
The Nature of dedication ( or conſecra- 
tion )) conſiſted in the ſeparation or ſet- 
ting apart of perſons, places, things, 
trom common ends and uſes, for holy 
ends and uſes: ( This 1 ſpoke ſome- 
thing to, when 1 was upon” the open- 
ing of the words. ) The Prieſts un- 
der the Law, they were ſeparated 
from other men, and from common 
imployments, and devoted to the 
worſhip of God. And the Levztes al- 
ſo, they were thus ſet apart, Numb. 
16. 9. Numb. 8. 1. And Aaron ſpall 
offer the Lewites before the Lord. ( So 
we read lit, but in;the Hebrew tis 
wave or ſeparate: and therefore the 
LXX. render the word by {+ 'Apur ) 
in allukon to this, and alſo to the 

| Theruma 
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Theruma or heave-offering in the time 
of the Law, ( which the Greeks ſet 
forth by -:««-»&, ). the Apoſtles and 
Goſpel-Minifters are ſaid to be ſepara- 
ted; and the ſame word is uſed with 
reſpect to them; As 13.2. Separate 
me Barnabas and Saul, for the work 
whereunto I have called them. *Tis 
( «vere. ) And Paul ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, ſays, he was ( 4g we inaylinny 
%) ſeparated unto. the Goſpel of God, 
Rom. 1.1. 1 might ( to the ſame ct- 
fect) inſiſt upon holy time, holy pla- 
ces, and holy things; the holineſs of 
all which did lie in their ſeparattor ; 
in oppoſition to which, that is ſaid to 
be common or unholy, which was not 
ſeparated from common uſes ; »o:1, Heb. 
Io. 29.is tranſlated [| unholy ] ( but 1 
will not ſtay upon this.) Now to my 
preſent purpoſe; ſelf-dedication is, 
when a perſon carries it as one, who 
is ſeparated or ſet apart for God; or 
as one, who in his lite and converſati- 


on, ſets himſelf apart for holy ends. 


and purpoſes. This ſetting apart, is 
either Gods Act or our Act; as 'tis 
Gods Act, you find itin Pſalm 4. 4. 
Know that the Lord hath ſet apart him 

that 
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that is godly for himſelf. The words 
primarily reter to the perſon of Da- 
vid, whom God had deſiened to, and 
ſet apart tor the Kingdom :. but ſecon- 
darily they are applicable to all the 
people of God: the Saints are a 
people whom God hath ſeparated, 
called out of the world, ſet apart for 
himſelf, If. 43. 21. This people havel 
formed for my ſelf, they ſhall ſhew forth 
my praiſe. Thus the people of Iſrael, 
( upon Gods ſpecial favours indulged 
to them ) they are ſaid to be ſeparated 


by God, tobe a ſpecial, peculiar peo- 


pletohim3 as you may ſce, 1 Kengs 
8. 53. Deut. 7. 6. Deut. 14.-2. Deut. 
26. 18. Levit. 20. 24,26. As it is our 
Att, ( or that which is done by our 
ſelves, ſo this ſetting apart or ſepara- 
ting includes many things ;'tis our 1m- 
propriating our ſelves to the ſervice of 
God, 'tis the taking off our affettions 
from earthly things, and ſetting them 
upon God ; 'tis our abandoning of fin 
and luſt; and many ſuch things might 


be inſtanced in, and enlarg'd upon: 
ButI will pitch upon one thing only, 
and that is our ſeparating from the 
common courſe of the world. Self-dedt- 


cation 
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cation'conſiſts, in our non-communton, 


or non-participation with {inners, in 
their wicked and unholy practices ; 


in our coming out from amongſt them, * Cor. 6.17 


and being ſeparate; in our having no 


fellowſhip with them, in the unfruitful Eph.5.11, 


works of darkneſs; in the difference 
and ſingularity of our converſations ; 
in our carrying of it in the world, as a 


peculiar people to God, zealous of good Tit.2.14, 


works, When we do this, ( through 
the grace of God enabling of us, and 
working in us,.) this is to ſeparate our 
ſelves, and to fet our ſclves apart tor 
God, and ſo to be dedicated to him. 
He that lives a common lite,. and doth 
as others do, and proſfitutes himſelf 
to the common luſts of men, he is yet 
a ftiranger to ſelf-dedication: It you 
have indeed come up to thx, you will 
ſay, O Im. a perſon dedicated to the 
Lord, I muft be and liwe as one that is 
ſeparated ;'i muſt not walk as others 
do, nor live as others do; I muſt not 
live acarnal common life, 1 muſt dif- 


fer from the men of the would tee 
them be vain, I muſt nat'be fo; tet 


them profane Sabbaths, omit duties, 


oratific the _—_ I muſt not do /o; 
. ; I 
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I muſt be a man by my ſelf, and bring 
forth diſtinguiſhing fruit, to the 
praiſe of God ; for 1 have dedicated 
my ſelf to God, and ſet my ſelt apart, 
I muſt be a quite other perſon than 
what others are: this is the fourth 
thing. 

5. Thu ſelf-dedication lies, mn fede- 
ral fttpulation, or entring into Covenant 
with God. I will here reaſlume that 

| Scripture, which 1 touch'd upon, un- 
der a former Head. 2 Chron. 30. 8. 
Veeld your ſelves unto the Lord. This 
yeelding to God is variouſly opened; 
(0 _ ſome make it to be ſubmiſſion; (a) As 
nos ſignificar ſe if the meaning of Hezekiah in this ad- 
Is vice was this; you ſee you are not 
vel ſe dedere. . Ss 
Lavar.vid.De- able to ſtand it out againſt God, you 
od, mloc.0 are no match for God, he's too ſtron 
for you; and therefore yield, ſub- 
mit, throw down your. weapons, beg 
(b) 0btempe Mercy, as Gariſons do, when there is 
rate Febove too great a ſtrength aſſaulting of 
ara, Them, they yieldand make no longer 
Subjicite vs reſiſtance. Some make it to be a&zve 
| vn.” "4 obedience, (b) ſubjettion to the will of 
entiam, quam fuljeAiorem reftari (olent ſubdiri erga regem prebitime 
mans, in principiogubernationss. Piſcar. 1 Chron. 29. 24.And all the 


Prin-esan\ the wghty men, and all the ſons likewiſe of King David, 
ſabmirted { 1n the Heby, gave the hand ) unto Solomon the King. 


God. | 
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God. 1 humbly conceive, the proper 

import of theſe words is that which 1 

am upon ; Yeld your ſelves unto the 

Lord, (i.e) enter into covenant with 

him. Hezekiah in the former Chap- ? Chron. 29, 
ter, had been ſpeaking of making 4 co- 

venant with the Lord Ged of iſrael, that 

his fierce wrath might be turned away : 

Now he prefles this upon the people, 

and exhorts them to yield to God,” to 

bind themſelves in covenant to him. 


"Tis in the Orzgrmal, 
(c) Grve the hand to the 
Lord: this giving of 
the hand, was a geſture 
or rite anciently uſed, 
in the making of, and 
entring into covenants. 
"Tis ſaid of Zedekiah, 
in reference to that co- 
wvenant which ' he had 
made with the King of 
Egypt, (the violation 
of which God took ſo 


19. 


(c) ——»> T1 IN Which 
the % » render Jens $3 2v <CEAS 
ww 09 Had they ren1red it, 
©i£i2v jt had been much betrer 
translated. The Heachens were 
wont to confirm rheir Covenants 
by rhe giving of the hand. So 
Foſephus rells us of rhe Parthians, 
Amniq. Jud. 1.18 c. 12. And ſo Dis- 
_ of the Perſians. Diodor. Sis, 
1.16. 

Cur dextre jungere dextram 

Non datur 2? Virgil. Fura, fides 
ubi nunc, commiſſique dextera 
dextre. -Orid, 


hainouſly ; Shall he proſper ? Shall he Fzek.17. 1, 
eſcape that doth ſuch things? Or ſhall 
he break the Covenant and be delrve- 
red ©) 1 ſay, at the making of this 
covenant, he is ſaid, to give the hand ; 


my 


( when 
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( when lo, he had given his hand,) Ezek: 
17. 18. In Ezra's time, when the 
Fewsentred into Covenant, that they 
would put away their ſtrange wives, 
they gave their hands, Ezra 10.19. 
| And the Iſraelites, in their -gvoge- | 
£428 fam -x, {raits, they are ſaid to grve the hand 
vel federa to the Egyptians, ( i.e.) to make a Co- 
__ venant with them: Lam.5. 6. To 
this purpoſe, is that of the W:ſe man, 
in his diſlwading from the bonds of 
Prov. 22.26, ſuretiſhips; Be not thou one of them 
. that firike hands. And to this, 1 con- 
ceive the words I am upon, do mainly 
refer ; Grve the hand to the Lord; oh 
enter into covenant with God, ſtrike 
up a ſoltmn federal compatt. with him ; 
this is the way to turn away his wrath 
from you. This is that, which is done 
by every one, who doth. in a right 
manner ded:cate himſelf to God, he 
gives the hand to God; he' ſubſcribes 
with his hand to the Lord, ( as 'tis ex- 
preſſed, ) 1/a. 44. 5. He joyns himſelf to 
the Lord, ( as tis Zach. 2.11.) he en- 
gapes his heart to approach unto God, 
( as tis Fer. 30.21.) and this is his | 
dedication. He that enters into the | 
Ezck.29.37. bond of the covenant, binds himſelf to 


( be | 


| 
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be the Lords, makes over himſelf to 
God, to be ruled by him, and «mproved 


for him; he is the man, who comes u 


to that bleſſed act, which I am deſcri- 
bing. Divines that treat of the Hea- 
venly calling, diſtinguiſh, of vocatio 
ad munus, and vocatio ad fedus; 1o 
here, in dedication I may diſtinguiſh , 
there is dedicatio reſpettu muneris, de- 
dication in reſpect of. office, ( thus the 
Priefts in the time of the Law, and 
Mznifters now under the Goſpel, may 
be ſaid to be dedicated to God : ) And 
there is dedicatio refpebtu” federis, in 
reſpect of the covenant, that is, when 
the ſoul doth indent, ſtipulate with 
God, and ſolemnly engage to him, to 
make good every duty-that it ſtands 
obligedunto ; this is a great part of 
our perſonal dedication,  ({ or\ at leſt- 
wiſe the mode or manner of this dedi- 
cation,) and the more explicit and 


| expreſs this fipulation is, the higher 


and fuller is the dedicatzon. But as 
to the exphicitneſs of it, I ſhall ſpeak 
more of that, when I come to the 

Uſe. ; 
6. In the laſt place ; 'Self-dedicats- 
on, 45 a perſons additting and _— 
4, + WY himſelf 
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himſelf to the glory of God, as his ſu. 
ream and ultimate end. So that in 
his place and ſphere, to his utmoſt he 
doth mind, . and endeavour to promote 
it in the world : This glory of God, is 
very dear to himſelf: there's nothing 


God ſo much ſtands upon as his glory; 


and take a man that is hearty in his de- 
dication, the glory of God is very dear 
to him alſo; his heart is ſez for the 
advancement of it, (according to his 
ability, ) he devotes himſelf to Gods 
honour and glory. Which he may 
be ſaid ro do in theſe three reſpects. 

x. Hewill do nothing (ſo far as hu» 


mane frailty, and the imperfeRion of 


the preſ:nt \ſtate will admit, ) that 
may ſtrike at Gods glory, or which hath 
not a dirett tendency to tt : ( underſtand 
me aright, I ſpeak of weighty and mo- 
mentous aCts:) Sin is that curſed 
thing, which ſtrikes at Gods glory: 
and therein lies the evil and maglignt- 
ty of it : it reflects diſhonour upon 
God, in the holineſs of his nature, in 
the purity of his law, in the righteouſ- 
neſs of his government, and in what 
not Therefore the ſelf-dedicating 
Chriftian, he will not ſim, ( — 
an 
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and out of choice.) He ſbuns, reſiſts, 


dreads, hates ſin, as 'tis an offence to 

God, and as it caſts diſhonour upon 

God. O when temptation . comes, 

he thruſts it of with defiance; How 
ſhall 1 do this and fin againf® God? And © 39:9: 
ſo reflect diſhonour upon him; I can 

ſuffer for God, ( for by that he hath 

glory from me, and that's but my ſut- 

, = a but 1 muſt not fi againſt 

God, for by that he is d;ſparaged, and 

by it his glory ſuffers. And then (I 

ſay ) he will do nothing, but what hath 

a airett tendency to Gods glory, There's 

nothing done.in the world, . but God 

hath £ ory by it ; even [i it ſelf, God proy.16.4. 
ſodiſpoſes it, and over-rules it, that 

it ſhall be ſubſervient and contribute 
to his honour:: Even by Pharaohs ob- 
ſtinacy God was glorified, The cru- 
cifix1on of our Lord, ( the greateſt fin 
that ever was committed ) God advan- 
ced his glory by it - let the ingredi- ; 
ents be what they will, yet the wiſe H—_ 
God knows how to make an extraCt gicavir, etiam 
out of all of them, of glory to himſelf, 4 mals _ 
and of good to his people : And ſurely, fans —_— 
* he would never ſuffer fin to be in fn*7*- Avguſt, 
the world, ifhe did not know how to {<5 Bt 


EL A make 


\ 


» 


Exod:9. '” "Ws 
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make it pay a-tribute to his g/ory. But 
there are thingg, which directly tend 
to this; they are not only diſpoſed 
and over-ruled to the furtherance of ir, 


_ but tliey have a dire# natural tendency 


thereunto; ſuch are holineſs, Matth, 
5. 16. Fruitfulneſs, Foh. 15. 8. Philip, 


T. IT. Thankfulneſs, Pſal. 50.ult. ( with 


many others, that might be mention- 
ed.) Theſe now are the things, which 
are in the godly mans eye; he that 
hath dedrzcated himſelf to God, he's 
for that, and only for that, which 
hath a /irerght and direft rendency to 
this glory. 

2. He makes God and bus glory, the 
great end of life ; this is that which he 
aims at, and propounds to himſelt in 


trving, that God may be glorified ; he 


ſays; Scopus wite Chriftus, { which 


wag the Motto of the Emperor Fowuini- 
ang) Chrift w the ſcope, the and of my 
 tife. Wherethe dedication is hearty, 


the end is high; grace raiſes and 


ightens a "mans end; the naturdl 


man, what poor low ends doth he aff 


| by; he centers in ſelf, and goes no 


Higher than ſe. And no wonder, 
that his end: are low, when his prin- 
| ciples 


TO ——_— _ 
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ciples are low ; the end always anſwers 

to the principle ; water will not aſcend 

higher, then the fpring from which it | 

flows: Mens ends will not riſc higher 

than their principles; they that act 

only from ſelf, will a& only For ſelf. 

Natural men therefore go no higher 

than this ; but Sams, dedicated per- 

ſons, they have higher principles, and 

they have higher ends; in their courſe 

of life, they-aim at nothing below God 

and his glory, as their ſupream and 

ultimate end: For none of ws liveth to Rom.14 7.8. 
himſelf, and no man dieth to himſelf; Fay =o 
for whether we live, we lruve unto the vitam © vite” 
Lord, and whether we die, we die unto — 
the Lord ; whether we lroe therefore or conſecrare de- 
die, we ave the. Lords. The love of wars 
Chriſt conftraineth us, becauſe we thus Groc.in loc. 

judge, that if one died for all, then were *<%7-5-14, 

all dead ; and that he died for all, that TE 

they which live, ſhould not henceforth 

. biveunto themſelves, but unto him which 

died for them, and roſe again. Paul, Philip.1.20. 

was for the magmfying of Chriſt, whe- 
ther 1t was by life or death. And he 
exhorts the Hebrews, to follow the faith 
of their rulers, conſidering the end of 
their converſation; what was that ? 


/ He 


Heb.13.7,8, 
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He tells you, Feſus Chriſt, the ſame 
yeſterday, and to day and for ever. In- 
ſtead of a Full-point, make but a Com- 
ma or Colon, at thoſe words, ( Conſs 
dering the end of their converſation, ) 


and the ſenſe will run very: ſmoothly 
to my purpoſe, (though may be in | 


this expoſition I am alone. ) 

2. Asin his general courſe, ſv in 
particular actions, 7e entends and aims 
at the glory of God ; be they natural, 
crvil, or religious, whether he eats, or 
drinks, or trades, or prays, or hears, 
he dothall to the glory of God, ( as 
the Apoſtle directs, 1 Cor. 10. 31.) 
This is the white which he aims at; 
every arrow is levelled at this mark; 


this is the Gard by which he ſazls, the | 


Gompaſs by which he ftears his courſe, 
and the Port or Haven towards which 
he makes. Thus he ſtands devoted to 
the glory of God, and herein lies his 


_ deatcation. 


And thus Thave in theſe fox particu- 
Lars opened the Nature of Perſonal or 
Self-dedication; and I will add no 
more upon this Head, (I mean the 
Explication,) becauſe I ſhall go over 
theſe things again more fully in the 


Application. .,. CHAP. | 


-- 
» 
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CHAP. 3. 


Perſonal Dedication Applied. 
The rarity of it lamented. 
Enquiries about it, as to our ſelves. 


Aving ſhown you, what it «, it 
remains, that now I ſhould make 
ſome Apphcation of it. 

And 1. Let me lament and bewail V/ t: 
the rarity of this ſelf-dedication. O 
that my heart might diflolve into 
tears, that my bowels might yearn, 
that r:vers of waters might run down my Pſal.ng. 136. 
|eyes, becauſe of thy: O that every ſe- 
 rious Chriſtian would be much affe#- 

. £4 and inwardly afi;#ed, upon thu 
. Conſideration, that there are but few, 
very few, who do ſincerely, heartily, en- 
tirely dedicate themſelves, and their All 
to God, O that] could feel my ſelf 
in an holy agony of ſpirit, now Iam 
writing, and whenever I think of this 
heart-cutting, heart-piercing truth. 
Sometimes, "as I walk in the Streets, 
where I ſee ſo many faces, meet ſo- 
many 
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many perſons running up and down 
about their ſecular affairs, have in my 
eye ſuch ſhoals and multitudes of men 
and women; ſometimes, when I go 
into the Aſſemblies, where God is wor. | 
ſhipped, and there ſee the places | 
throng'd with great numbers of people, ! 
attending upon holy ordinances, I ' 
cannot but ſadly conſider and cry out, 

O how few of all theſe, have m good eayr- | 
neſt dedicated themſelves to the Lord! 
O that there ſhould be ſo. many Crea 
tures, and fo few New-creatares. Q 
that ſo many ſhould be ſo buſied about 
the world, who yet live in a total neg- 
kc of God ; O that ſo many, ſhoald | 
ſeem externally to own religion, who | 
yet make no conſcience of ſelf-dedrca- | 
tion : ( which is the very ſoul and ſpirit. 
. ofreligion:) Surely this s 2 laments | 
Ezck.19.14* #50n, and ſhall be for a lamentation. 
Bleſſed be God, ( through the eff- 
cacious operations of his grace, ) there 
_ are ſome in the world, who do give up | 
themſelves to him ;. who a& and [ve * 
RN ſelf-dedication, in all. the parts and | 
branches of it ; let the world be what 
i cio, IE Will, God will have a people in it, | 
53% andChriſt ſhall have a ſeed in it: wy | 


2 
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' if fo, then there ſhall be always ſome 


ſelf-devoting ſouls to God. Ido not 
queſtion, but even now, in this City, 
in this Nation, there are many thou- 


* ſands, who have ſolemnly dedicated 


themſelves - they are the Lords, and 
they will be ſo; and 'tis well for us 
it is ſo, for, Except the Lord of Hoſts 


| + G1 S 


had left unto us a very ſmall remnant, 1c, ,.q, 


we ſhould have been as Sodom, and we 


ſeould have been like unto Gomorrah. 


There is a cluſter that hath new wine in 16,658. 


it, upon which there is a bleſſing, to 
ſecure.the whole land from rum & deſs- 
lation. But theſe ( comparatively ) are 


but a remnant, a ſmall remnant ; but * 


as one cluſter in the Vine they are a 


Very Little * flock : 'tis but here and Luke 12, 335 
there, one of a City, two of a family, a Jer.3-14- 


very few, who thus dedicate them- 
ſelves to God: As tis in the City at 
preſent, here and there you have an 
Houſe built, but the far greateſt part 
of it, lies in rumes and rubbiſh: ſo 
here, here and there you may meet 
with a perſon, who hath done that, 
which 1 am ſpeaking of, but the moſt 
lie in the rubb;f, in the miſery of the 
faln and non-dedicated fate. True in- 

| deed, 
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| deed, if the external form and profeſs. 7 
on would ſerve the turn, then this de- 
dication would not be ſo rare , but this 
will not doit. There's a great diffe- | 
rence 'twixt the form and the truth; | 
betwixt what appears and what w. As | 
there 1S ( Miguaic Ths yrw o4es ) 4 form of | 
knowledge, ( Rom. 2.20.) And ( «que | 
woreiz.) 2 form of godlineſs, ( 2 Tim. 3. 
5. ) YO there iS ( 6p ;a016 Ti £yKAVITpAL ) a form 
of dedication. All profeſs, that in 
Baptiſm, they have dedicated them 
ſelves to God, and ſo they have; the | 
dedication muſt not be' denied, only it 
muſt be made goods if it be nor, I 
. make it but aform, andit will not pro- 
\ fit me. The firſt baptiſmal dedication, | 
without ſubſequent, perſonal, abtual | 
dedication, is not ſufficient; nay, | 
the former without the latter will ra- | 
ther do us hurt than good. And yet 
here is the al/ of moſt mens dedication. 
O if perſonal dedication be ſuch a | 
thing, as hath been opened, (and | 
certainly it is ſo) then there are but | 
few, that are acquainted with it, this 
makes the number of ſelf-devoting 
Chriſtians, to ſink and fall like the | 
{ouldiers of Gideon. God ſpeaks a ; 
| tne 
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the Fews, torunto and fro through the I&r,s.1, 
ftreets of Jeruſalem, to ſeek in the broad 
places thereof, to ſee, if they could find 
a man, that did execute judgment, and 
ſought the truth, and he would pardon 
it. May not we run to and fro, to 
find out a man, who doth intirely g:zve 
up himſelf to God, who /zves in a bleſ- 
{4 ſurrender of himſelf to the nil} of 
God, who is fixed and reſolved for 
God, ( and fol might go over all the 
other branches of ſeif-dedication,) and 
ſcarce be able to find ſuch an one. 
Every man in the world dedicates 
himſelf to ſomething3 but O tis the 
ſin and folly of men, they miſ-objett and 
miſ-place their dedication : *tis ſelf, 
ſim, the world, that the generality de- 
dicate themſelves to; tis but here 
and there a man, who doth this, to 
the holy, ever living, ever bleſſed God. 
O that the practices of men did not 
too viſibly proclaim this : O that this 
ſad truth was not too legible in the 
courſes and converſations of beſotted 
{inners! Even where they have made 
their renunciation, even there they 
make their dedication : inſtead of re: 
rouncing the world, the fleſh, the De- 


wil, 
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il, they 'devote themſelves to theſe. 
No tears-are ſufficient to bewarl this 
folly and wickedneſs, that is ſo mani- 
feſt toevery obſerving eye. Pray lay 
it to heart, and' mourn much over it 
before the Lord, you that have any 
ſenſe of Gods honour, of the value and 
preciouſneſs of immortal ſouls. 

Did I nat fear, that.this diſcourſe 
would too. much ſwell: upon my 
Hands, as I would ſpeak much more | 
to further Humiliation, upon the ac- 
count of ſych as are unregenerate; ſol | 
would alſo fpeak ſomething to further 
humiliation, in the Saints themſelves, 
upon their own account. 1 hope ma- 
ny ſuch may happen to read, what - 

3 herein the ſincerity of my heart, 
offer to their ſerious conſideration : 
thus then very briefly.; You: have de- 
aicated your ſelves to God ; but was 
there not a #7me, when. you were juſt as 
others are {when you did ult as others * 
do! when you walked according to the 
courſe of thi world ? when you lay in 
the common ſtate, and lived the common 

Tit! was there not a t1me, when you 

your ſelves alſo, were fooliſh, diſobed- 
ent, deceived, ſerving divers luſts and 
pleaſures? 
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leaſures ? Did you not - ſpend man 

_ under he caves of the Xs Rom.8.7. 
enmity to God ? Was it not long be- 

fore you would be perſwaded to yield 

up your ſelves to him? Did you not 

long withſtand Gods claim and t:tle ? 

' Was not God fain to put forth his gphis.19; 
Almighty power, to conquer the re- 

nitency and reluctancy of corrupti- 

on ? It God had lett you to your ſebves, 

had ye te this very day, given up. your 

ſelves to.him ? Did you not fide with 

Satan and Sin and the world for many 

years againſt God ? And now you have 

dedicated your ſelvesto the Lord, 

(being over-powred by 

the holy violence of his M* arbimeris iſlam aſperam, m- | 

, eftamque wiolentiam, dulcis eff, 

gracc,,) 15 YOUr dedica- ſuavis eft, ipſa ſmavitas te trabir. 
_ ſo full, ſo'entire, Aug. pg: utb > gel — 
0 ingenious, fo Evan- . Non cogit nolene 

| eelicel, ſo fixed, as it ER Rae OY 

ſhould be? Have you been true to 

it, and walked anſwerably toit ? Ask 

your ſelves theſe queſtions, and deal 

in ſecret with your own ſouls, and1I 

aſſure you, you will find matter of 

deep humiliation, even as to your 

ſelves, as well as to others, who yet 

ſtand it out againſt God, and have _ 

- F done © y 
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done nothing in perſonal :dedicati- 
on. 


Secondly, Are there fo few, who 
have dedicated themſelves to God ? 
Then it concerns every one to enquire, 
whether he be in the number of theſe 
few; whether he be one of the Herd, 
or one of the little flock; whether he 
hath paſs'd under this Holy Deadzcatr- 
on;' or not. O call your ſelves ad 
ſcrutimum, enter upon the moſt ſo- 
lemn and ſerious enquiry about this ; 
let there” be- ſelfexamination about 
ſelf-dedication ; let every man prove his 
own work, (and ſo too, his own ded:- 
cation, ) then ſhall he have rejoycing in 
hamſelf alone, and not in another : This 
is a queſtion worthy of the moſt ſeri- - 
ous thoughts of men profeſling the 
Goſpel, Have I dedicated my ſelf to | 
God ! Havel in good earneft dedicated | 
my ſelf to God ? Am I not miſtaken | 
in this, upon which all Religion here,& 
ſalvation hereafter doth depend ? Iam 
a Chriſtian no farther, than as this is | 
done by me ; and therefore is it in re- 
ality done by me? I beſcech you, look | 
your faces a little in the glaſs of the 

word, 
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word, and ſuffer conſcience to bring in 
its verdi&, and judge accordingly. 

Methinks it might be eafie to con- 
vince ſome; ( and theſe ſome are too 
many, the Lord knows, ) that they 
have not Aedicated themſelves to God : 
As to them, 'tis not a doubtfal caſe, 
there's ſcarce any ground of examina- 
tion, for 'tis as clear as the light of 
| the Sun at mid-day, that they are al- 

together ſtrangers to this Act: I 
ſpeak to you, who give up vour ſelves 
to the fancies, humors, opimons, ex- 
amples, lufts of men; who care not 
how you: diſpleaſe God, if you may 
but pleaſe man; ' who- can diſpenſe 
with the commands of God, it you 
may but gratifie the /uſfs of men ; nay, 
who can add ſin to fin, it you ſee it 
doth but pleaſe man; ( this was He- 
rods caſe, Atts 12.3.) Have you dedi- 
cated your ſelves to God ? To you, that 
are temporizers; who are what the 
times are, when they are good, you 
are good, when they are bad, you are 
bad ; you that calculate your Religi- 
on by the t:mes wherein you live, and 
ſet your Watch, not by the Sun, ( the 
divine and infallible rule of the word,) 

F 2 but 
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but by the faſpions of the Age, upon 
which you are caſt; you that have a 
fades Ephemers, ( as Tertullian calls 
it) a Religion for every day, which 
you can put on and off, as you do your 
clothes ; you that are meer Polypuſſes 
in the things of God, to receive the 
colour and tincture of what is next, 
let it be what it will ; you that are of a 
Samaritane ſpirit, to be Fews, and 
ally'd to them, when they flouriſh, 
and enemies to them when they are 
low; you: that are like to thoſe, of 
whom our H:ftories report ; they were 
Proteftants in King Edwards days, 
Papiſts in Queen Maries days, and 
Proteſtants again in Queen Elizabeths 
days; you t | 

every wind, meer Weather-cocks in Re- 
ligion, ſurviving Ecebolizs ; Have you 
dedicated your ſelves toGod? Toyou,who 


. arc all forſelf, for ſelf eaſe, ſelf love, 


ſelf pleaſing, ſelf intereſt, ſelf ad- 
vancement ; you that terminate all in 
ſelf, and make that your centre ; you 


that inſtead of making ſe/f the matter 


of your dedication, make it the term 
and objett of your dedication ; inſtead 
of the dedicating of iz to God, you de- 

| dicate 


at can fail and turn with 
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dicate-all toiz; Have you dedicated 

your ſelves to God? To you, that readi- 

ly proſtitute your ſelves to a courſe 

of ſin, to all vicious and unholy pra- 
Aices; you that ſe your ſelves to 1 Kng-21.20, 
wickedneſs; that give your ſelves over Eph.4-19. 
unto laſciviouſneſs, to work all unclean- . 

neſs with greedineſs; you that do in ef- 

fect ſay to ſin, we are thine; you that 

are arunkards, ſmearers, curſers, Adul- 

terers, Sabbath-profaners, &c. Have 

you dedicated your ſelves to God?! To 

you, whoare immers'd in the world ; 

you that ſteep your ſelves in pleaſures 

and ſenſual delights; who mind no- 

thing but eating, drinking, gaming, | 
&c. and with-hold not your heart from gccleſ.2.10. 
any joy, (let it be what it will : ) you | 
| that mind earthly things, that let the Phil.3-19. 
fervor of your ſpirits, the torrent of 

your deſires, the ſtrength of your en- 

deayours run out after riches, profits, 

honors, preferments, worldly acco- 
modations; you that inſtead of forſa- 

king the world for God, can forſake 

Gol for the world, ( as Demas did; ) 2 Tim.4.10. 
you that place your happineſs in theſe 

ſublunary things; Have you dedicated 

your ſelves to —_ To you, who give 


3 up 
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Non eft vera 
Religo, que 
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up your ſelves to Satan; may be you 
are not by the Church given up to Sa- 
tan, ( which is uſually interpreted of 
excommunication, ). 1 Gor. 5.5- 1 Tim. 
1. ult. But, which is much worſe, ( as 
the diſeaſe is worſe than the remedy, ) 
you give up your ſelves to him, you 
readily obey this Prince of the power of 
the air, that ruleth mm the children of 
diſobedience; you are taken captive by 
him at bis will; he bids you go and 
you go, come and you come, no ſoon- 
er doth he tempt, but you fall in with 
the temptation, all the day long you 
are doing his work, and promoting 
his intereſt in the world; Have you 
dedicated your ſelves to God © To you, 
whogo to the Church on the Lords 
day, and attend upon the worſhip of 
God on the Lords day; and all the 
week after neglect God, ſcarce a word 
of God, (unleſs it be in taking his 
name in varn, ) ſcarce a ſecret prayer, 
ſcarce the reading of one Chapter in 
the Bzble, all the week after; Have 
you 'dedicated your ſelves to God! 
Away, away, for ſhame do not pre- 
tend to this high and holy Dedication, 
your caſe is ſo evident, that you 

| {ſcarce 
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ſcarce are within the verge or compaſs 
of ſelf-examination; 'tis notorious, 
you have not dedicated your ſclves;, 
pray never pretend to it. 

But there are others, who are ſpur 
of a finer thread, who bid fairer for 
Heaven; they are free from thoſe 
works of the fleþ, which are ( 4 ) 
manifeſt, and which proclaim to all 
the world Von-dedication ; they make 
a fair profeſſion, are unblamable.in their 
converſation, make Conſcience of 
performing holy duties ; and many good 
things are done by them; ſurely theſe 
have dedicated themſelves to God : Of 
that it was ſo #ndeed! O that all, who 
carry it fazrly in the ſight of men, were 
ſincere in their ſelf-dedication to God ! 
But are there not thouſands, that come 
up to this, and are profeſſors, and live 
| under Ghurch-priviledges, and are well 
thought of by the people of God; and 
yet for all this, their dedication is not 
bearty and thorough, and upon this de» 
fett, they ſhall miſcarry to all eterns- 
ty. How ſhould this awaken all plau- 
ſible, out-ſide-Chriſtians, with the ut- 
molt diligence, to ſearch, how things 
ſtand betwixt God and them, as to 
this matter. F 4 As 


Gal-5.19» 
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As to evidences, (for the help of 
ach as ſhall deſire to fall upon exa- 
mination, ) I ſhall not need to expa- 
tiate upon that Argument ; having 
ſhown what ſelf-dedication is, by that 
every man may know, whether he be 
come up to it, yea or no. Read over 
the particulars, in which it lies, and 
as you go along, make ſuch reflexzons 
as theſe are. O my ſoul tell me, have 
I given my ſelf to God ? Have lever by 
a deed of gift, ſigned and ſealed, made 
over my ſelf to God ? Have I given 
him my heart ? my love, joy, aelighs, 
"defires, ah, and my life too? Is my 
well melted into hs will ? Is there an 
obedtential, ſubmiſſive frame of ſpirit 
in me ? Aml upon ſerious deliberati- 
on, come to an #ſue, to reſolve for 
God ! Is my reſolution, like the Lays 
of the Medes and Perſians, never to be 
altered? Do I carry it as a perſon, | 
-who is impropreated, ſet apart for God | 
*and his ſervice ? Have 1 entred into co- 
venant with God, and bound my ſelf to | 
the performance of all the conditions | 


/ 


Eſth.,1.19; 


me? 's this the great end of my life, 
that the great God may be honoured by 
ſuch 


thereof ? Is the glory of God dearto | 
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ſuch a worm as lam ? O my ſoul, far- 
ther Iask thee; dol value God more 
than a/l/, and ſet an higher rate upon 
him, than upon «/{ the world beſides * 
Is his favour more to me, than life, 
do I dread his anger more than death 7 
Is this my greateſt ambition, to live in 
the fruition of God, and in conſtant 
communion. with him? And for other 
things, can be content to have them 
or to want them, as God ſhall ſee beſt 2 
Do I fear every fin, be it never. fo 
little? Del baulk no duty, be it never 
ſo hard? Dol ſunno croſs, be it ne- 
ver ſo heavy ? ( when God calls me to 
it:) Is itthe will of God, that hath 
the regency and ſupertorety in me ? Will 
I ſuffer nothing to ſtand in competsts- 


on with my Lord and eMaſter ? Have 


I got vi&ory over all my ſpiritual ene- 
mes ? Is fin mortified, ſelf dethroned, 
the world laid low in my heart ? Can 
I be, do, ſuffer any thing for God and 
my dear Redeemer ? Dol like ſalvatr- 
on in Grods way, and upon his terms ? 


Dol cleave to God with fall purpoſe of 


heart? Do I love whatever i ſee of 
God, and all that belong to God ? 
Havel been ſavingly convinced of the 

excellency 
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excellency of God and of his ways? 
Have I made over my ſelf to him perſo- 
nally conſidered, to the Father, to be 


' commanded, governed by him; to the 


Son to be redeemed, juſtified, ſaved by 
him, (in the way of faith and obed:r- 
ence: ) to the Holy Ghoſt, to be renew- 
ed, ſantfified, guided, led, atted by 
him? Ifay, thus deal with your ſouls 
upon theſe interrogatories, and-by the 
anſwer of Conſcience, you will be able 
to ſay ſomething, as to the thing en- 

uired after, whether you have indeed 
dedicated your ſelves to God? | beg 
pardon, that | paſs over theſe things, 
thus briefly; and may be too, I have 
not ſpoke ſo diſtinctly to them as I 
ſhould have done; as to the firſt, I 
would fain ſhorten this work as much 
as I can, and I ſhall have occaſion 
more to enlarge in ſome other Heads : 
as to the ſecond, the: enquiring, ſeri- 
ous, awakened Chriſtian, minds mat- 
ter more than Mcthod. 
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Perſonal Dedication preſſed ; firſt more 
generally, and then more particu- 
larly, in the ſeveral branches 
of it. 

Hirdly, I come to fall upon that, 

# where I muſt make a longer ſtay, 
than I have done in what goes before : 

I would moſt earneſtly ( and O that I 
might do it cftectually ) exhort, per- 
ſwade,. urge men, entirely, heartily, 
ſincerely to devate and dedicate them- 
ſelves toGed: this would preſs upon 
ll, be they high or low, rich or poor 
noble or ignoble, learned. or un- 
learned, young or old; for God re- 
quires it of a, and none are exemp- 
ted from this ſelf-dedication. Shall I 
not prevail with fome amongſt theſe 
many, to comeiin to God, and to give up 
themſelves t9hitm ? Shall the net be 
caſt in the midſt of ſo many, and ſhall 
none be caught ? is the duty ( which 1 
am to preſs) init ſelf, ſo rcaſonaple, 
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ſo unqueſtionable, ſoattractive, and 
yet ſhall I not ſucceed in the preflin 

ofit? May I gain but one ſoul to God? 
in the diſcharge of ## duty, that one 
ſoul would be a ſufficient recompence for 
my pains in this diſcourſe ; but furely 


| ſhall gain more; I would promiſe to 


my ſelf, that many will be wrought 
upon, did I not remember, that the 
old Adam was too hard for young eMe- 
lanfthon. The old Adam, and the old 
Serpent are great oppoſers of ſelf-ded:- 
cation; Satan ſets himſelf with al 
his might to hinder it, if he might 
have his wil, not a ſoul ſhould come 
up toit; he is the God of this world, 


and therefore would have all dedicati- 


ons made unto himſelf; he knows, the 
ſinners dedication to God, is his de- 
throning; and therefore no wonder, 
he is-ſo much againſt it. 

And beſides this oppoſition ab extra, 
there is alſo abundance of oppoſition, 
ab intra: the old Adam, the corrupt 
nature within, cannot brook or ſabmit 
to this, that a man ſhould refign, de- 
vote himſelf to God : Self-dedication 
meets with ſelf-oppoſitron: Men are 
not willing to alienate their eſtates to 

others; 
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others; naturally they are more 
averſe to alienate, and make over 
themſelves to God ; they ſay in their 
hearts to him, what Nabal ſaid to Da- 
vid, Who is David, &c. Shall I take 
my bread and my water, and my fleſh 
that I have killed for my Shearers, and 
give it unto men, whom I know not, 
whence they be ? Thus depraved reaſon 
argues againſt God; who is the Lord ? 
W hat ? ( ſaith the poor unconverted 
finner ) ſhall I take ny ſelf, my whole 
ſelf, my heart, my eftate, my parts, 
my love, my hife, and give it all to 
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God, whom 1do not know? Or ſo far 


as I do know him, 1 do not [ike him ? 
This is the entertainment that Gods 
gracious meſſages, for ſelf-reſignation 
and /elf-dedication do find in the world. 
And indeed, was it not for that Al- 
mighty grace, which it pleaſes . the 
Lord ſometimes to exert, thereby to 
ps all this oppoſition from Satan 
and ſelf, there would be no ſuch thing 
as perſonal dedication; not a man 
would thus do. We might Preach, 
Print, urge the duty with the moſt ra- 
tional, convincing, preſſing conſidera- 
tions, and yet all be in vain. And 
there- 
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therefote Fmuſt lay the ſtreſs of my 
hopes, for ſucceſs in the purſuing of 
this exhortation, wholly upon God, | 
and the efficacy of his grace. The. wea- 
pons of our warfare are not carnal, but 
mighty through God, to the pulling down 
of ſtrong holds ; caſting down i1maginati- 
ons,and every high thing that exalteth it | 


ſelf againſt the knowledge of God, and 


* P(al.110.3. 


bringing into captrotty every thought to | 
the obedience of Chriſt. It being ſo, be- | 
fore I ſpeak to man, let me withall 
humility and holy fervor, thus ſpeak to | 
the divine Majefty ; O bleſſed God, ac- | 
company, bleſs, make effeftual that word 
of advice, that a poor worm #5 now t0 
give; let thine own ſpirit, and the po- 
wer of thy grace, ſet it hoinie upon the 
Conſcience; and let the ſtubborn, har- 
dened finmer yield to it, and to thee by it ; 
It is deſigned for thee, let it be bleſſed by 
thee: O let the day of thy * power dawn | 
upon men, that they may be willing to 


' ſarrender up themſelves to thee: Give 


' ſpecial grace to them, that they may give | 


whole ſelf tothee: Work what thou re- 
quireft, and require what thou wilt: | 
Deſtroy all helliſh, idolatrous, curſed | 
Dedications, to fin, the fleſh, the world, | 

and | 
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and bring the ſoul to the Heavenly, Holy 
dedication of it ſelf to thee: O ſo work 
' uponthe wills of them, that ſhall read 
| theſelines, that they miy mmmeaiately,' F.1 
peremptorily reſolve for thee: and ſay, 

others have had propriety in us, and do- 

minion over us, but now, from this day 1g, 26.13. - 
forward, for ever, we will be the Lords. 

O let not me preſs thy upon others, and 

yet be a firanger to it my own ſelf. Theſe 

are ſome of the inward breathings of 

my ſoul, that God knows, to whom I 

here ſpeak. | 

I come to the exhortation, Dedicate 

your ſelves to God, Tis requilite, 

that 1 ſhould oper this, and then en- 

force'it upon you. 

- Self-dedication, is either common 

and outward, or ſpecial and inward. 

The firſt is done in Baptiſm; this is 
Baptiſmal dedication, all that are 

baptized, viſibly profeſs, that they 
| have dedicated themſelves to God: I 

am not to preſs this upon you, becauſe 

'tis done already : The ſecond, is ei- 

ther habitual or attual; Habitual is 

that which is implanted in the ſoul in 
| the work of converſion, in the partici- 
| pation of the divine Nature, in the 2Pcr.1 4. 
| IF) New 
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2 Cor.5.17- New creature ; whereever grdce is, and 
as ſoon as ever grace is wrought, the 
man doth habitually, or virtually de- 
dicate himſelf to God. Much ob the 
Nature of.grace lies in this; for what 
is grace, but perſonal dedication ! Attu- 
al, is that which reſults from the ha. | | 
bit, as the branch from the root, or the _ 
fiream from the fountain , when that.”| _ 
which was /atent in the habit, is drawn | 
forth into A&, this is A&Zugl ſelf-deds- | 
cation. And this further, -is cither | 
more implicit, or more explicit ; im- 

_ 'phicit, which lies in the more inward | 
and zmmzinent acts of the ſoul; as a | 
man in the ſecret acts of his heart, de- 
votes himſelf to God ; explicit, when 
a man in a more open and difcernible 
manner, doth thus do; either by #ri- 
ting, or word of mouth, (or ſome | 
ſuch opev way, ) he dedicates himſelf 
tothe Lord. Now 'tis this Afual de- 
dication, that I mainly drive at; in | 
order to which there muſt be habitual | 
dedication: ( for we cannot ſuppoſe ' 
the att, /without a previous habit, the | 
«tt flowing from the habzt. ) 

And ] might too by ſeveral weighty 
" Arguthents, put you upon A 
| plicit 


DG ns. Me 


Part 1: Perſonal Dedication. 
plicit ſelf-dedication; but becauſe I 
would not ſet thingy too high at firſt, 
I ſhall go no higher than Attual, impli- 
cit, heart-dedication : ( I call it smpl:- 
cit, only in contra-diſtinCtion to what: 
is done by writing or wrd of mouth, 
| For otherwiſe tis explici#too.) This 
+4, neceſſarily muſt be; the #rath of grace 
1 —requires it: the grown Chriſtian may 
' beperſwaded to the former, but who- 
ever will be a true Chriſtian, he muſt 
come upto the latter. - Though there 
be no formal, overt-atts, yet in the 1n- 
ward aCtings of the heart, there muſt 
be this devoting of ſelf to God : this 
therefore is the /oweft that I can go, 
and ſo this however muſt be urged up- 
on you. 
This being premsſed, Iwill now fall 
; —npon the exhortation, which I ſhall 
, may to, firſt more generally; and 
en, in the ſeveral particulars or 
branches, which make up ſelf-dedica- 
F1on. 
In the general notion of it, I will 
' enforce it upon you, by the enſuing 
motives, which I judge to have much 
{trength in them. 
I. The truth of Chriſtianity lies mn 
= this 
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this Perſonal Dedication. You are 
Ghriſttans, but are you true Chriſtians ? 
You have the external Name and Title 
and badge, but are you ſo indeed? 
Baptiſm makes, you Chriſtians, but 
tis ſelf-dedzcation that makes you true 
Chriſtians ; without this, you may be 
accounted Chriſtians by men, but you 
are no better than Heathens, than In- 
fidels, in the account of God. This 
is Chriſtianity, for a man to devote 
himſelfto God, to love and ſerve him, 
and to live to him, all the days of his 


life ; here is the very ſoul, and pzth, . 


_ 


Fi, 
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and kernel, and ſpirit of Chriſtianity ; * 


this is the ſumme, quinteſſence, mar- |} 


row of Religion. When I put you up- 


on ſelf-dedication, I do but put you up- 
on being true Chriſtians ; This and Chri- 
ftramty are Termims convertibiles ; the 
true Chriftian dedicates his ſelf to God, 
and he that doth thus, is the #rue Chri- 
fan, this is the Ghara&eriſtical note, 
of one that is truly what. he profeſſeth 
himſeltto be. Doth it not concern 
you therefore to ſee that this be done ? 
O take heed of the name without the 
thing : Many a man ſtands much upon 
his Chriſtianity, he cannot bear, that 

any 
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— any ſhould ſo much as queſtion his be- 
inga Chriſtian : But let him be who 
he will, if he hath not dedicated him- 
| felfto God, inanholy courſe, he may 
\ be a nominal Chriſtian, but he is no 
| more: andat the great day, it will be 
better for him, that he had not been 
ſo much, ik he be no more. He that 
{ wears Chriſts livery, profeſſes 
Chriſt to be his maſter, and knows 
what his maſters wilt is, and yet doth it 
not, he ſhall be beaten with many Luke 12.45; 
ſtripes : Profeſſion without hearty and 
anſ{werable prattice will aggravate con- 
__/demnation. The Heathens ſhall mi- 
"t— tius ardere, have a cooler fire, than 
|—fych as are called Chriſtians, and yet 
>, do not ſincerely dedicate themſelves to 
God. 
/ 2. Beſides the obligation of your 
' general profeſſion, your Baptiſm m ſpect- 
' al bindsyou to thu ſelf-dedication. You 
' ewnyour Baptiſmal covenant, do you 
not ? i preſume you will not deny it ; 
then I beſeech you. conſider, what ig 
the purport, intent, matter, end of this 
Covenant, is it not this ? To renounce 
the world; the fleſh, the Devil, and 
all bs works, and to dedicate your ſelves 
.G 2 to 
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to the ſervice, work, will and glory of 
God ? Was not this the firſt and pren- 
cipal intent of that Covenant, namely, 
ſelf-renunciation and ſelf-dedication ! 
Then if you do nof do this, you are 
falſe to your Baptiſmal Covenant, and | 
to the obligation that then you entred 
into. Andisthis a matter to be tri- 
fled with ? Are the * zows of God upon 
you, and will you not make them 
Prov.20.25. good Is it dangerous to enquire after | 
the making of 4 vow, what is it then to /| | 
falſifie a vow ? Will you not, perform, \/ _ 
what you have ſolemnly engaged your-_| -- 
ſelves to? Can you break Govenant 
EzeK.1715. with God and proſper * Deceive not 
Gal.6.7, your ſelves, God « not mocked, he will 
not be mocked ; he hath your bonds by 
him, and he will ſue them out, in his 
own time - and if you perform not the 
conditions of them, God will have re- 
paration ſome other way; and that 
can only be in your eternal rum: O 
how many will peri for ever, for the 
violation of their Baptiſmal obligation ? 
And is it not ſad, that that which puts 
a glory upon us here, ( upon our non- 
performance of conditions, ) ſhould de- | 
prive us of glory hereafter, and expoſe | 
us 


* Plal.56.12, 


| 
| 
' 
F 
| 
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us to the wrath of God tv all eternity ? 
And yet thus it is, and thus too many 
will find it to be. Be ſerious 1 be- 
| ſeech you, in the conſideration of 
this, and certainly it will prevail with 
you, to dedicate your ſelves to God. 
Isit I that put you upon this duty ? 
Is this ſomething, that is but the fancy 
of ſome preciſe, or over-righteous 
perſon ? Is it ſome new thing, which 
a Miniſter would lay upon you ? Is it 
// _ notthat very thing, which you your 
+ elves have ſworn to, in your Bapteſm ! 
T Is not your obligation to it, very anci- 
\ent, and yet in full force at this very 
day ? Can any time wear out this ob- 
ligation * Though Baptiſm doth not 
| leave charatterem maelebilem, yet it 
| -doth leave obligationem andiſpenſabi- _ 
|\ #em; though there be no * mdelible Mare wag 
| Charatter (in the Popiſh ſenſe) yet Chamier.t.4, 
there is an indiſpenſable obligation : ** Scram.l. 
| 


2. C. 12. Ger- 
And further, have you not often owned hard.r. 4. de 


anTrenewed this, at the Sacrament of — 
the Lords Supper ? Nay, have you not others, 
heightned and ſuperadded a further 
obligation upon yout ſelves, to be the 
Lords at that ordinance? Do you not 

| fayin cflcct at every Sacrament you 


( (s > receive * 
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Matth.14.9. 


+ Rom.6.6, 
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receive? Lord, There dedicate my ſelf 
to thee, 1 here ſeab to be thine, I vouch 
thee for my God, and I will be thy fer- 
vant : And after all this, will you be 
falſe to God? I tremble at the 
thoughts of this perfidiouſneſs. Herod 
would rather be guilty of murder than 
of perjury : for by oaths ſake, Fohn Bap- 
-= ead muſt go oft. Many a time 
thou haſt ſworn to God , and what 


doth God require upon this, but the | 
life of thy lufts, the * deſtroying of the 


body of ſin, the blood of thy boſome-cor: 
ruptions; ſhall not this be done for 
thy Oaths ſake ? O ſaith David, I have 


 Plal.119:106: frpoyn and I will perform '1t, that I wil 


Judg.11.31, 
35. 


keep thy righteous judgments: Do you 
ſo ſpeak and ſo do, as you love your 
ſouls. "Twas a great trial to Fepthah, 
to offer up his daughter, his only child; 
but he had made ach a Tow, and he 


could not recede : whatſoever cometh | 
forth of the doors of my houſe to meet me, | | 


8&c. ſhall ſurely ' be the Lords, &c. | 
Though it happened that his daughter | 


met him, yet ſhe muſt be offered up, | 


for ( ſays he) I have opened my mouth * 
unto the Lord, and I cannot ' go back. | 


This is your caſc as to your ſelves, and 


as | 


| 
| 


eel ll i tes _ ———- 
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as to your ſins: In Baptiſm, at the 
Lords Table, you have ſaid, that you 
' _ would be the Lords, that you would 
F offer up your beloved ſins : raving thus 
<_ bound your ſelves to the Lord, you > 
——cannot go back. Sacramental obliga- | 
t10ns call for felf-dedication; 

2. Gods ſuch a God, *as that he de- 
ſerves this at your hands. Look upon 
him, as he is i» himſelf; Infinite, m- 
comprehenſible, the ſupream and abſo- 
late being, holy, wiſe, gracious, mercs- 
ful, unchangeable, juſt, righteous, 8c. 
Will you not dedicate your ſelves to _ 
ſuch a God? What a' baſe thing is 
{in, what a vain thing is the world, in 
compariſon of this God ? What-a 
ſhame is it, that 'then ſhould chuſe 
rather to give up themſelves to theſe, 
than to the ever bleſſed God! Some- 
thing we muſt dedicate our ſelves to; 
| ___doth any object fo deſerve our love, 
< delight, ſervice, zeal, as God doth 2 
\And then look upon him, # what he 


# toyou; your Creator, the fountam of 

your bemgs, your preferver, your be- 
.nefattor, your Lord and Soveraign, 

your Fudge, he in whoſe hands your 
\ * tife, breath, and all your concerns * Dan.s.23. 
4; (z 4 arg; 


are; he that prote&s you from all dan- 
gers, ſupphes you in all wants, ſup- 

orts you under all burdens, diets you 
in all fraights, rewards you in all ſer- 
wices; will you not dedicate your 


ſelves to this God 2 He that alone can 


make you happy or miſerable, he that 


alone can {ave or damn, he that alone | 


can give you ſatesfathon, inward peace 


and joy; will you not be +:s ? He that . 


is your good God, your frogeud, that 

deſires your well-fare, will-.-you not 

ſurrender ap your ſelyes to- hem? I am 

| not pleading with you for dedzteon, but 

* Damns ami- for dedication ; the * former'is proper 
ge for an enemy, the latter tor 2 friend. 
phan. O-tis mens #z@g07 ance of God, - that 
| ency; "> keeps them | ily dediggting them- 
ſeque,xti dede- ſelves to him. ſurely - did they but 


rent. Plaut. in &now him, he ſhould baye their. Al. 


Suchas yielded opon the prevailing ſtrength of their Evemy, vyere 
_ Dedititii, Qunm ex dedititiis Delgys complures Caſarem ſecmi, 
Cz(. Comm, SN { 


7 


4. Self-dedication to\(God, 15 \ the 
Creatures advancement; .-it puts an 
bonour and excellency upon 2 yr 
ſelf is advanced \'and dignified, 
tis thus dedicated 5 as there paſs'd a 
glory uponthe firft fruits, by their be- 

ing 
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when 
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ing dedicated to God. And thereforc 
the excellency of the Saints is ſet forth 
| by this a/ufior to the firft fructs. Of 
| his own will begat he us, with the word Jam.1.18. 
of truth, that we ſhould be a kind of firſt 
fruits of his Creatures. Iſrael was hol;- Jer.2.3. 
neſs unto the Lord, the firſt fruits of his 
| ancreaſe. Theſe were redeemed from 
| __among men, being the firſt frutts unto 
| God. I fay, one thing intended in 
'” theſe expreſſions, is to hold forth the 
— excellency of the people of God, as they 
' are dedicated to him : Self-dedication 
{ will make you as firf fruets, it will put 
a glory and excellency upon you ; dedi- Pl4l16-3-, 
cated perſons are the excellent in the 
earth, Take the whole crop, there 
| wasnot much in it, but the firſt fruets, 
__ ſet apart for God, there was an 
excellency in them :; take mankind in 
the lump and maſs, there is no ſuch 
great worth in it, but take thoſe few 
that are ſingled out off this maſs, and 
ſet apart for God, O they are excellent 
perſons. The pride of man puts him 
upon the affetation of excellency, and 
advancement ; would you from an ho- 
| lypridebeambitious of true excellency 
| and advancement, be a people ſepara- 
ted 


Rev.14 4. 
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ted for God, and devoted to him; no 
honour like to that. 

5. I will add but ove Conſideration | 
more, *tis this, as grace, ſo glory, as | 
Chrift1anity here, ſo felicity hereafter, 
depend upon ſelf-dedication. Would 
you not be ſaved? Do you not deſire 
Heaven and bleſſedneſs? Would you 
not be happy in the world to come? | 
Surely you would ; then pray, take the 
right way and courſe, in order to | 
this; what's that? Dedicate your | 
ſelves to God; no dedication, no fabva- | 
tion; ſelf muſt be dedicated, or ſelf | 
cannot be ſaved: Non-dedication muſt | 
needs end in deftrudtion. How can he | 
expect, that God will give himſelf in 
the beatifick viſion to h1m, who is not 
willing to give his ſe/f to God here, in | 
holy dedication. Did ever any 4rrio | 
at the fight of God, who had not firſt | 
devoted themfelves to holineſs ; with- | 

Heb.12.14. out holineſs no man ſhall fee the Lord. | 
O what a comfortableplea is this for a | 
dying man, for Heaven : Lord I am 

Plal-119.94. 7Þ1me ſave me; I have been a doerof 
thy w:1 upon earth, let me now enter 

Matth.7.21.5 into thy Kingdom; 1 have withheld 

| nothing from thee, do not thou _ | 

with- | 
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withhold glory from me. Thus much al. 84-11. * 
I have ſaid, to urge the Exhortation in 
general, 

That;I may yet further drive the 
nail to the very Head, that this advice 
may be yet more prercing and effettuat, 
I ſhall go over the particular branches 
of ſelf-dedication, and enforce each of 
them upon you, by thoſe conſiderati- 


"ons, which are reſpectively proper to 


them. 2 
1. Firſt therefore, Give your ſelves 
to God. Self isa gift, that is only fit 
fora God; 'tis indeed too little for 
him, but 'tis too much for any thing 
beſides him; *tis not good enough for 
God, 'tis too good for*any thing elſe: 
O whileſt others give x fas” An to 
low, vain, undeſerving, evil objects, 
let us give our felves to the Lord. I 
ſhall defire the Reader, throughly to 
weigh a tew motives, to induce him un- 
to this. 

I. Nothing mare equitable, than that 


the Creature ſhould give himſelf to God. 


The Apoſtle urges this very duty by 
this; he calls it 4 reaſonable ſervice ; $99-12-1, 
the*word imports giving or dedicating * Cees5iow. 
to God: ſee Luke 2. 22. Now this 

OTE. ſelf- 


hd . 
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ſelf preſenting, ( or ſelf-giving to God) 


| *tis a thing that is molt reaſonable; 


*Prov.20,27» 


tis that which is grounded upon 

higheſt reaſon : Reaſon it ſelf will tell 
a2 man, he ought to give himſelf to 
God; this * candle of the Lord gives a 
light clear enough, to d:rett a creature 
to this. I know depraved reaſon oppo- 
ſes it, but rectifi'd reaſor furthers it. 


Your reaſon will tell You, that, you 


are bound to give to every one, What is 


his right an 


due; this is one of the! 


undoubted maximes and principles of | 


reaſon: In the caſe I amupon, reaſon 


lays down the propoſition, Scripture 
revelation ſets in with it, to make the 
aſſumption, and then grace makes the 
concluſion, and ſo the fyleogiſm is fra 
med betwixt them. 1 muſt give to eve- 


ry one, what is his due (there's req | 


ſon,) my perſon, my 4# 15:Gods due; 
( there's partly reaſon, | 


wvelation,) therefore Ig "1 


to God, ( there's _6 —_— Lct mc 
ſpeak a little to thx aaron, upon 
which the reaſonablenzgOF the duty in 


hand is built, and that/ is, whatever | 
am or have, "tis all Gods due; God 


a — 


hath a fuller, better right. to a. man, | 


than 
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thati he hath to himſelf. he is Gods 


more than he is or can be his own; in 
' the fall of 4dam we loſt our right and 
| titleto God, but he did not loſe his 
right and title to 53 this is eternal, 
and admits of no forfeiture, alienation, 
alteration, or any ſuch thing. If you 
ask whence this reſults, ( viz. Gods 
} righttous,) 1anſwer, 
% 1., From Creation; he made us, 
+) therefore he hath a r:ght to us: As he 
that builds an houſe, certainly hath a 
' riehttoit. It & he that hath made us, Plal.100.3- 
| and not we our ſelves ;, we are hy people, 
' and the ſheep of his paſture. When we 
lay in the womb of nothing, he gave a 
being to us ; we are made up of ſoul 
| and body, bothare of God; the ſheath 
| and the lade, the Fewel and the Cabs- 
| / net, both (1 ſay) are of God. The 
| ſoul, ( thenobler part ) tis immediate- 
' lycreated by him, he * gives this ſpirit, * Eccleſ.12.5. 
; and zvfuſes it into the body, when 'tis 
| organizd and prepared for it. And 
| upon ths creation, the ſoul is Gods : 
All fouls are mine, ( ſo he himſelf tells 
| | us,) Exzek. 18. 4. The body, that's 
the workmanſhip of God ; by him we are Ac 
\ | fearfully and wonderfully made ; by him &c. apt © 
WE 
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we were curiouſly wrought in the lower 
parts of the earth; mn his book all our 
members were written, &c. ( as the 
Pſalmiſt ſets ir forth.) This being 
ſo, ſurely God hath an unqueſtionable 


right and title tous. -. h 
2. From the ſubſe- 


Facit, nam ſervut, nec mins quent  atts of Provi- 


nunc ſumprus Orrnipotentie, quam youres | 
in Exordion:firo. Eadem eft ope- dence. Tis the Lord, 


Ta, eafem curd, Si omnipotens who: doth preſerve us, | 


1ila dextra excureret nos 1n no» . 
ftrum pracipites raeremus Nibtlum, ſuſtain us, ſupport us, 


Xicremb.Theopolit.p.48. provide for us; who 


Ads 15.29, 


"* zPet. 4. ut. 


doth ( as it were ) make 
us anew every day ; what is preſervati- 
on, but a continued creation? God 
doth not only build the houſe at firſt, 
but he keeps it up, by a continual ſuc- 
ceſſion of providential mercies ; and was 
it not for this, it would fall every mo- 
ment. In him we live, and move, a 
have our being. How ſoon would-the 
poor candle of life, be either waſted or 
blown out, if the * faithful Creator did 
not ſupply it as to inward defects, and 
{ecure it as to external violence. The 
beam lives by that Sun, from which it 
comes ; and the ffream is maintained 
by that ſpring, from which it flows: 
The ſame dependence is there in us; 
| upon 
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upon that God, from whom we de- 
rrve our being. This heightens Gods 
title. | 
3. From redemption, in which Chriſt 
hath paid down a price, a ranſom for :Tim. 2.65. 
us; weare the Lords. by purchaſe, he 
hath bought us and paid a dear rate for 
us: What a man purchaſes, 'tis his 
| own; from that purchaſe there reſults 
| a propriety. In alluſion to this, the 
Apoſtle tells us, we are not our own, for ad 
weare bought with a price; Know ye 0, © 
not, that your body is the Temple of the 
Holy Ghoſt, which is in you, which ye 
have of God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price, therefore 
glorifie God in you body, and in your ſþ1t- 
rit, which are Gods. (not only upon 
. | thefirftand original right of Creation, 
[ but alſo upon the ſuperadded and accu- 
mulated right of purchaſe :) Here is 
{ the higheſt foundation of Gods claim 
and title to us. | 
You ſee then by this, whence Gods 
title to the creature doth ariſe ; we are 
his by Creation, Providence, Redemp- 
tion, He having then ſuch an #ndubi- 
. | tableriphttous, is it not moſt reaſon- 
,, | able, that we ſhould give our ſelves to 
n | - | him ? 
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him ? When we ſo do, we do but give 
God that which is his own ? Is this a 
gift ? Indeed 'tis rather the paying of 
a debt, than the grving ot a gift, ( as[ 
ſaid at the firſt, ) but the graczous God 
is pleaſed to own it ſo. He might 
make a ſeizure upon us, and ſue out 
his claim upon his own right ; but he 
would rather have us, by a free gift to 
© grzeour ſelves to him. | Hzs we are by | 
Vindic Piet, purchaſe, but he expects that we. be 
P-3-P-307 his alſo by donation: his we are by con- 
queſt, but he expects we ſhould be his 
by conſent alſo; though he may chal- 
lenge us as his right, yet the moſt: ac- | 
ceptable clarm is, when he hath us by 
gift, ( as one expreſles it.) 'Tis 4 
great condeſcenſion in God, to take this 
for a gift : Under the Law God would 
not have that which was his due before, | 
to be given unto him, becauſe that 
was his already. Only the firftlings of 
the beaſts, mhich ſhould be the Lords 
firftling, noman ſhall ſanttlifie it, whe- 
ther it be Ox or Sheep, it 1s the Lords, 
The reaſon of this is plainly ſet down; | 
ſuch things were not by vow to be dedi- | 
cated to God, becauſe he had exprefly 

deſigned them for ſacrifice, and 


they 


® 


Levic. 25.26. 
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they were bis already. O what an 44 
of grace is this in the great God 20 
wards us; We arc his already, and yet 
he owns it for a gift, when we dedicate 
our ſelves to him. am too long up- 
on this, pray conſider Gods right, and 
and let him have it : Gove wnto Ceſar 
that which 1s Geſars, and unto God that 
which is Gods, You have too long de- 
tained from him that which is his 
right; you do that to God, which .the 
principles of common honeſty would 
not let you do to man: O be convin- 
ced of your unworthy dealings with 
him ; and now give your ſelves to him ; 
what can be more juſt, equitable, rea» 
ſonable than this 2? | 
2. The giving of ſelf, is but a due 
retribution; and ſo it becomes a duty, 
not only upon Gods right, but alſo up- 
on the creatures ingenuity. Grace brings 
an holy ingenuity into the heart; no 
man ſo ingenuows as the gracious man: 
and ( methinks ) every man, that pro- 


. felles any hope of antereft in God, 


ſhould be ſo ingenuous, as to give hins- 


97 


Matth.22.21. 


ſelf to God. Par pari rependeve, to © 


return like for like, this is ingenuity 
apugh men : O that we could per- 
; H ſwade 


e , 
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ſwade men tocome up to #h&, in their 
returns to God !'SelF is but a'fit' retri- 
bution for ſelf; doth God vive himſelf 
to us, ( aSht doth to all in Gavenant,) 
ſhall not we give our ſelves to him? 
Gal.2.20, Did Chriſt give himſelf for. us, and 
ſhall not we give-our ſelves to him? 
And who'can reckon up Gods mercies 
tous, ſhall there be no return made 
for them ? Who ( that hath the leaſt 
ſpark of holy ngenuity in him) will 
not be often asking that queſtion of 
Pſal.116.42, David ! What: hall I render to the 
Lord for all hu benefits towards me! 
Doſt thou ask this queſtion ? Thenl 
ſay to thee, render thy ſelf to the Lord, 
that's the beſt retribution that *tis poſ- 
ſible for a creature to make. Do not 
put off God, with ſomething that is 
yours, but give him your ſelf: as he 
doth not put off you with giving ſua, 
but he gives ſe, ſo do you de with 
him. When you have dontthis, here 
may be ſome retribution, but here is | 
no proportion Or- compenſation. Alas! 
what is our ſelf-to Gods ſelf ? What | 
is that which -we return, -in compari- 
fon of what we receive ? *Tis but a 
arop for an Ocean, 'tis but finite for 
b infinite, | 
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infinite, 'tis but empvineſs for fulneſs, 
'tis but Nothing for A. Go however 
as far as you can j when you have gone 


the fartheſt, you come infinitely ſhort. 


of what God deſerves. 
2. "Th 4 good evidence of the ſincerity 


99 


of love. Then we love God in ſincerity, xg1.5.2.4, 


' when we give our ſelves to him: love 
*tis a geveng grace, and 'tis for the gi- 


ving of ſelf; nothing below this, will 
ſatisfie love. The wife loves her Hus- 
band, and ſhe gives her ſelf to him: 
take a friend ( whoſe heart is a treaſure 
of love,) his ſelf, his all, is made 
over to his friend. O where is our 


love to God ? *'Tis ſad, that -love be- 


twixt creature and creature ſhould CX- 


ceed our love to God ? Do you love 
God ?: Do you love him indeed ? Evi- 
dence the reality of your love, by gi- 
ving your ſelves to him : let notany 
fancy they love God, if this be not 
done. How doth divine love plead 


with the ſoul, to give all to God! O 


it thinks nothing enough, nothing too 

much tor God ; ſelf being the beft, 

ſaith holy love, God and Chriſt ſhall 

have it. 2 

4. Thks is the higheſt gratitude, the 
H 2 beſt 


I0O 


_ Mic. 6.7, 
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beſt thankfulneſs. The firſt fruits were 
dedicated to God, partly to ſhew Gods 
right to the whole crop, partly as an 
expreſſion of the peoples thankfulneſs 
for all the reſt, ſelf-dedication and 
ſelf giving is the beſt exprefiion of our 
thankfulneſs. Could you give burnt- 
offerings, Calves of a year old, thou- 
ſands of Rams, ten thouſand rivers of 
Oyl, the moſt coſtly ſacrifices, bags 
of gold and/ſilver; or could you bring 
the moſt melting acknowledgments, 
the higheſt —_ reſentments of Gods 
goodneſs to you, all this would be no- 
thing, in compariſon of ded:cating 
and g:ving your ſelves to him: then 
we praiſe God aright, when we devote 
our perſons, our lives, our all to his 
praiſe. Do you receive ſo many mer- 
cies, and ſhall God have no praiſe! 
W hat's all your praiſe, if ſelf be not 
grven to him? Higher than this you 
cannot, lower than this you ſhould not 
go: O the poor creature that falls 
down at the feet of God in the ſenſe of 
mercies, and ſays, Lord, thus and thus 
thou art pleaſed to do for me; food, rai- 
ment, peace, liberty, the Gofpel, Chrift 
thou grveſt tome ; for all this how p_ 
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I expreſs and teftifie my gratitude ? 
Bleſſed God, Þ'Nl dot thus ; here I grve 
my ſelf to thee : Duod unum reliquum 
eft, dono tibi,dono meipſum. Silver and 
Gold I have none, I cannot build Hoſ- 
pitals or do any ſuch thing; I have 
but /:ttle in the world, but 1 give thee 
my ſelf, to be thine for ever ; here's the 
right thanking of God for mercies re- 
ccived. 

5. This ts very pleaſing and acceptable rom. 12.1. 
to God. Self is the ſacrifice acceptable Plal.51.17. 
to God; the ſacrifice which God will 
not deſpiſe : God' ſtands upon the gr- 
ver more than upon-the- gift. As the 
King of Sodom ſaid to Abram, Gre Ga.t4.21, ® 
me the perſons and take the goods to thy 
ſelf; ſo God ſpeaks tous ; do not give 
your gifts to me, but give me your : 
ſelves. How did the Macedonians * ©nt-8.5. 
pleaſe him, when they gave themſelves 
to him. Luther obſerves of Gain, that CHEID 
he gave his offering to God, but he did p.1ſmnam ſed 
not give his perſon to God: and he calls 9 prrſine. | 
thoſe Gainifts, who offer the ſacrifice Gen. = 
but not the perſon; upon this God 
took ro delight, cither in him or in his 
offering. Abel offered both, and ſo he 
pleaſed God. You cannot do a thing 
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more acceptable to God, than to give 
your ſelves to him. O (ſays God) 
here's a poor creature, that thinks not 
his ſelf too good for me; that's his 
beſt, his all, and yet that he grves to 
me ; Pll requite him, I have his ſelf 
and he ſhall have mzne :' he thinks no- 
thing #00:good for me, and I will think 
nothing too good for him. This (1 
ſay) and nothing below this, pleaſes 
God; he deals with men, juſt as the 
Saints deal with him; how's. that ? 
They muſt have his /eif; | they :cannot 
take up with anything ſhort of this; 
the mercies, gifts of God, will not fa- 
tisfie them, unleſs they have his ſelf; 
and they can part with all for thr ; as 
Auguſt. ſaid, whatſoever God will be- 


ſftow, let him take it all away,. and gee 


himſelf: fo Goddeals with men; 'tis 


their ſeif that he minds and. yalues : 4s 
nothing below Goas ſelf ſhould ſatisfie us, 


fo nothing below vur ſelf can ſatisfie God. 


Theſe are the motives, to ſtir you up, 
to give your ſelves to God, (which is 
the firſt thing in ſelf-dedication.) 

2. Secondly, Live in a conſtant ſur- 
render and reſignation of your ſelves to 
zbe will of God : This is a bleſled from 

an 
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and temper, and that which is of the 
very eſſence of ſelf-dedication. I will 
purſue this Exhortation,, according to 
the diſtinition laid down inthe Expl:: 
catory part. The will. of 'God, is ci- 
ther his Preceptive or. his; Providential 
will ; 'tis mans duty. toi /arrender up 
himſelf to bath, ſoas tq be\ſubjet. to 
the one, and ſubmiſſive tothe other... 

I. As to the preceptive -will of God, 
which conſiſts in thoſe excellent laws, 
commands, precepts, injunftions, which 


þ Coy 


the holy God in his word; hath impoſed * - 


and laid upon 'his creatures, in order 
\ tothe direfting and obliging of them 
to their duty; , Surrender up your ſelves 
to thu will ; 'tis a very becoming thing 
for the creature; ſo to do: a creature 
( as 4 creature ) iS bound to be ſubjett to 
the will of his Greater ' and Soverarer : 
The /aw of obedzence is written: in our 
-very being; + he that- conſiders. what 
God is, and what he himſ7{f is, cannot 
but judge it a very regſonable thing, 
for him to refgn up himſelf to the wil 
'ot-God. - {And indeed the creature ne- 
ver acts according to the natural obli- 
gation which lies upon him. neither is 
it eycr right-or well with him, till he 

H 4 comes 
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| comes to ſay, O God, I entirely refien 
"wp my ſelf to thy will and government ; 
Nike #4 "Sg to be Joly? 1 will 

| beſo; wilt thou have me to deny un- 
© Tie-2:2906 oalineſs and worldly lufts, to hive ſober- 
3 Þ, \* aan 4 godly im this preſent 
world ? I will do ſo; Is my ſan#tifica- 
tron thy will? 1 will endeavour to come 
up toit;--I will not advance my own 
will, or oppoſe my own will to thy will, 
but thy will ſhall carry it, what thou 
Da Demine -. Commandeſt I will do, give me but 
qudjuber, & frength to obey, and command what thou 
ok 4 ww wilt, (as that holy Father once ſaid. ) 
This ſeIf-reſignation to Gods will, is a 

main part, 'and an infallible evidence 

alſo of ſanf#ification. When God 

ſan#ifies a perſon, what doth he do ? 

He doth this, he makes him willing to 

att in univerſal ſubjettion to his holy 

will; this is the vital ab of grace, the 

proper and genuine effect of it. No 
unſanttified, unregenerate man, can 

do this; before converſion the ſinner 

is all for his own will, he will not be 

ſubjebE to the law of God; he will 

have none upon the throne but himſelf; 

O what a proud, ſtubborn, rebellious 

creature 1s man, in his natural ſtate! 

He 


I Theſ.4.3- 
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He ſays with Pharaoh, Who is the Lord, 
that I ſhould obey his worce to let Iſrael. 
0? [| know not the Lord, neuther will 
let 1ſracl go, Exod. 5. 2. And with 
them; Our lips are our own, who is 
Lord over us ? Pſal. 12. 4. But after ſa- 
wing grace hath taſtned upon him, he 
is another man, then 'tis the language 
of Paul, Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do, Atts g. 6. now his will is melt- 
ed into the will of God, now the law 
is written tn the heart, and there is a 
principle within him, which ſa:ts with, 
and znclines him to, the good will of 
God. - 
Obſerve me further, the ſantiifica- 
tion of our will lies in the ſubjeftzon of 
it to Gods will. That great work of 
ſanCtification extends to all the facul- 
ties, but principally *tis terminated up- 
on the wi//; that's the faculty which 
renewing grace doth moſt with ; for of 
all the | arg that is the moſt de- 
raved and vitiated ; there is the very 
neſt 8 ſeat of ſins venome and poiſon; & 
'tis that which makes the greateſt op- 
poſition to God ; there is Satans ſtrongeſt 
hold, when that is once taken, all do 
yield : the ſinner is gained, when "_ 
Wi 


Plal. 40,8. 
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will is gained ;. when that is once made 
pliable, flexible, obedient,” the work is 
done, That which I :nfer from all 
that hath been ſpoken, is this, would 
you act as becomes you, (as you are 
creatures,) would you have an evi- 
dence of ſanttification, as to your ; $94 
ſons and wills ? Then ſurrender and re- 
{ign up your ſelves to the ſupream, 4b- 
ſclate, holy will of God. |. If you will 
but dwe/l upon this in your Thoughts 
a little, and urge it home upon your 
ſelves, it will be enough ( the ſpirit of 
God ſetting it on) to prevait with-you, 
to do what I am urging upon you. 

The work would be endleſs, If I 
Mould erlarge upon every Head, ( ac- 


cording to what the . [/matter would 


Rom.12. 3+ 
Rom.7.12+ 
Deut.10.13. 


Plal.81.11,12. 


Rom, 2 25. 


bear, ) otherwiſe I might further en- 
force this ſe/f-reſignation and ſubjettion, 
from theſe particulars. 1. Gods will 
& an. excellent. will, 2. 'T#s the crea- 
tures advantage to correfpond with thy 
will, 3. Many are the miſchiefs that 
riſe from non-ſuljettion, 4. God will 
have his will, one way or another; for 
voluntas Dei ſemper 1mpletur aut a no- 
by aut de nobis, ( Aug.) It ſhall either 
be done by us or upon us. $5. External 


- profeſſion 


of 


th_—_ 


S 
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ofeſſion without this 1s a meer vanity, Marth. 5.21. 
6. This is abſolutely neceſſary to ſalvati- acb.o 36. 
on. Here is full weight, meaſure preſ- 
ſed down; put all together, theſe con- 
fiderations muſt needs preponderate and 
weigh: down all obje&tzons, that the 
carnal heart of man, can make abainſt 
ſubjetion to Gods will. But I ſhall 
paſs by. theſe things, and rather inſiſt 
upon ſomething by way of dire&ton, 
as to the matter or the extent. of the 
duty it ſelf. And this I will reduce to 
two general Heads. 

I. Surrender up your ſelves. to the 
mill of God, as this refers, to \atls of 
worſhip, or to holy duties ; I mean pray- 
er, hearing, recetoing the Sacrament, 
&c. The will of God reaches to theſe; 
and it calls for our ſubjeF:on and obedi- 
ence, inour conſtant performance of all 
thoſe holy duties, which the great Law- 
grver hath tamped his command.\and in- 
ftitution upon. This is to be rel1g10us ; 
Religion ( in its primary notion) points 
to the worſhip of God, (in the matter 

and manner of it;) what is reh1gion ? 
| Take it ffrifth, 'tis this, #0 worſhi 
God, upon the conſideration of hs glort- 
01s excellencies and will, and to do this 

according 
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Exod.20 24. 
Jam 4.8, & 


paſſim. 
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according to his will. If you deſire to 
be religiow, ( as ſurely you cither do, 
or ought to do, religion being both the 
duty, and alſo the advancement of the 


creature, ) then you mult comply with 


Gods will, in attending upon the ſe- 
yeral parts of ſacred worſhip, doing 
all according to. the mind of God: 
there's no religion without this. That 
which I ſhall preſSupon you therefore, 
is this; ſurrender up your ſelves to 
God, y:eld obedience to him, in fre- 
quent, conſtant attendance upon, and 
—_— of holy duties, whether they 

publick or private. You have very 
ſtrong reaſons for this. (O that mens 
corruptions were not ſtronger than all 
the reaſons that can be alledged!) 
God wills them; 'tis his will, that you 
ſhould pray, hear, read, &c. Is not 
that reaſon enough? Holy duties are 
that homage, which God requires, 
and which the creature doth indiſpen- 
ſably owe to his Creator : and beſides 
this, they are the means, in and by 
which God doth work; in them, the 
Lord vonchſafes his preſence, gives the 
ſoul communion with him, in his love 
and bleſſednefs, diſplays his grace, dif 


penſes 
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penſes his bleſſings, and what not ? By 


them God carries on the great defigns 
of his mercy, ( for he ſets in with 
them, and doth great things by them : ) 
here 'tis, that he quickens the dead,. 
ſoftens the hard, tames the ſtubborn, 
humbles the proud, enlightens the blind, 
cleanſes the filthy, comforts the ſad, 
fills the empty, heals the wounded; 
here the ſinner is converted, the Saint 
edified; here the thirfly ſoul finds 
peace, joy, delight, ſatisfattion, Aſſu- 1.56.7. 
rance, &Cc. Theſe arc the pools, where 93-53-15: | 
the Angel of the Govenant moves, ( Fob. OP 
9.4.) the wells of ſalvation, out of 
which the ſoul draws the water of life, 
( I/a. 12. 3.) the breafts of heavenly 
conſolation ; the keys which unbock the 
treaſuries of mercy; the golden pipes 
through which mercy flows, ( Zech. 4. 
I2.) the ladder by which we aſcend to 
God, and he deſcends to us, ( Gen. 28. 
12.) the vehicula celi, the waggons 
which carry Earth to Heaven, and 
Heaven to Earth, ( Gen. 45. 27. ) the 
- © galleries, in which Chriſt delights to 

walk, Gant. 7. 5. O the bleſſed effects 
of holy duties! by them, corruption 
iS mortified, grace wrought and ftreng- 

thened, 


IIO 
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thened, comfort” increaſed, doubts re- 
ſolved, evidences cleared, &c. As duty 
goes up, grace goes up, and ſin goes 
down ; the more in duty, the .more of 
grace. Is not here enough, to en- 
gage every man, to fall in with the 
will of God, in the performing of holy 
dutics?. David ſaid, it was good for 
him to draw near to God. O that we 
did look upon duty as good! that it 
was good to hear, good tO read, good to 
pray, good to meditate, good to beat 
the Lords Table. | 
'Tis greatly to'be lamented, that 
there are ſo few, who do conform to the 
will of God herein: look upon the 
practices of the moſt of men, God hath 
but little worſhip from them ; they 
ſeldom pray, ſeldom come to the word, 
ſeldom read the Scriptures : nay many 
live ina total neglect and omiſſion of 
the ſervice of God : they are ſwallow- 
ed up in a ſenſual, brutiſh, worldly 
life; for religious exerciſes, they ſel- 
dom or never mind them: nay, 
that there were not too many, that did 
deride and ſcoffat theſe ! what ſhall I 
ſay to theſe? Is this to be Chriftians ! 
Surely theſe ares flat Atherfts, 'riot 
; Chrt- 


Part 1. Perſonal Dedication. 

Chriſtians: have theſe dedicated them- 
felves to God, that live as though 
they believed there was no God ? Have 
theſe reſigned up themſelves to his w//, 
who act in ſuch an open contradittion 
toit? How: will Heathens and Turks 
riſe up in judgment againſt theſe ? 
The Heathens, when they had dedtica- 
ted themſelves to their Gods, they 
would worſh1pthem, according to their 
light. The * Turks pray frve times 
every 24 hours : - Mahomet ( that villa- 
nous Impoſtor ) in his Alchoran, ſpeaks 
honourably of prayer, he calls it the 
key of Paradiſe, the pillar of religion, 
( and many ſuch Elogiums he gives to 
it: ) And heſtrictly enjoyned all his 
diſciples to pray five times a day : and 
the Lurks are very careful in the obſcr- 
ving of this injunction: they have 
frve great fundamentals in their religi- 
on, and this is one, to pray ſo often 
( as I have ſaid) every day. Lord, 
what a ſort of men are we Chri#tians ! 
who have ſo many ſtrict, peremptory 
commands from our blefſed Saviour, 
- Tor prayer and other holy exerciſes, and 
yet we jmiake no canſcience of them. 
O that men would cither alter their 
| . courſe, 


IIL 
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courſe, or abandon their Title; they 
are a \ſhame, a reproach to Chriſtiani- 
ty; what ? a Chri#tian, and not pray, 
not read the Bible, &c. tis a contradi- 
tion. Well, let theſe go, I beſcech 
you, ( whoever you are, that ſhall 
w caſt your eyes upon theſe lines ) to en- 

ter upon a conſtant courſe of duty ; 

comply with Gods will, be religious, 

1 Theſ.5.17. PYdy Without ceaſing, come up to all 
acts of worſhip ;_ no time ſo well ſpent, 
as time thus Tpent; you will never, 
repent of time thus ſpent; you may 
( and you will) of that, which is 
waſted in idleneſs, drunkenneſs, i1mmo- 
derate pleaſures, worldly purſuits, but 
your praying-time, hearimg-time, me- 
ditating-time, Scripture-reading-time, 
you will never repent of that, or wiſh 
you had ſpent it otherwiſe. And let 
me tell you, there is that ſweetneſs, 
delight, complacency, refreſhment in 
holy duties (duly managed) that if 
you did but experimentally feel it, 
you would never be averſe from them ; 
you would prefer duty before all car- 
nat delights.” O let Tuch eſpecially, 
who profeſs God, be much in theſe : 
Ict your hearts readily Eccho to Gods 
. COmM- 
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command, ( as Davids did,) Pſal. 
257. 8. When thou ſaid, ſeek ye my face, 
my heart ſaid unto thee, ' ( preſently, 
immediately, as ſoori as ever the word 
was out of Gods mouth, ) Thy face (0 
Lord) I will ſeek: Do you, not only 
yield a bare ſubjeEtion to this will, 
but letit be a willing, chearful, affe- 
Hionate ſubjection';; pray and love 
prayer ; hear and love hearing ; re- 
cetve the Sacrament, and love recei- 
ving : Let holy duties be naturalized 
to you, ſo that you canhot ve with- 


out them: let them be to you more -ne- | 


ceſſary than your daily food, ('as the word 
was to Fob, Fob 23.12.) or than any 
thing that ſu#faims the ratural bife : "let 
nothing part you & duty, be not dzver- 
ted or taken off from it. Daniel would 
rather ceaſe to live, than ceaſe to prays 
Dan. 6. 10: 

2. Surrender up your ſelves to the 
will of God, as this refers to the life; 
and the whole life; ſo as to live inan 
obediential conformity to it 3 ( eſpect- 
ally where it refers to things moral; 
that do eternally and indiſpenſably obhge 
the creature : ) This is holineſs ; Com- 
plying with the wil of God under the 

| formey 
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former Head, is Religion, under this 


" *tis holineſs : for the nature of holineſs, - 


conſiſts in conformyty to the will of God ; 
(the ſtandard, meaſure, rule of all 
righteouſneſs.) O that you would 
a in an univerſal compliance with this 
will! 'Tis a great piece of Gods good- 
neſs, that he hath given us, ſofull, ſo 
plain a revelation of his wil - in the 
word; how we arCto think, ſpeak, live, 
what we are to do,, what we are to ſhun, 
how to trade, converſe, eat, drink, 
how we are to order the whole conver- 
ſation, we have clear expreſs diſcove- 
ries of Gods w:ll, for all theſe : now, 
if you would reſign up your ſelves to 
this will, to order thoughts, words, 


' attions, the whole converſation confor- 


mably to it, this would be ſelf-dedica- 
ton indeed, real holineſs. And what a 
bleſſed thing is holineſs ! let the world 
take heed how they diſparage or deride 
holineſs; "tis Gods own glory ; he ts 


oo in holineſs, Exod. 15. 11. and 


olineſs is his glory, Foh. 12.41. Theſe 
things ſaid Eſaias, when he ſaw his glo- 
ry : when was this? when he heard 
the Seraphims crying one unto ano- 
ther, Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord of 
Hoſts, 
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Hoſts, the whole earth 1s full of his glo- 
ry, Iſa. 6.3." Tis a beautiful thing, 'tis 
called the beauty of holineſs, Pſal. 110. 
2. Nothing puts ſuch a beauty and glo- 
ry upon the creature, as. holineſs; 'Tis 
that which is neceſlary to the future 
glory ; without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 
God, Heb. 12. 14. But I muſt not 
Lanch out into ſo vaſt an Ocean: the 
ſumm of all is this; in your whole 
courſe conſult the will of God, and give 
obedience to it; walk by this rule, 
ſquare all your ations by it, and mercy 


II5 


Gal'6.i5. 


and peace ſhall be upon you: live not ac-/ 


cording to the # wills of the fleſh, or 
the will; of men, but Ive according to 
the will of God, 1 Pet. 4- T- Oc. For- 
aſmuch then as Chriſt hath ſuffered for 
45, &c. That he no longer ſhould live the 
reſt of his time in the fleſh, to the luſts of 
men, but to the will of God. ] For the 
time paſt of our life may. ſuffice us, 
to have wrought Þ the will |] of the Gen- 
tiles, &c. Inall your ways, ask this 
ueſtion, what would God 'have me to 
do? And when you know this, O ſee 
that you a# accordingly. Ah, and 
ltke this will of God; ſay, juſt thus 
I would haveit, T would not have it 
Il 2 other« 


* Eph.2.2. 
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otherwiſe ; 1 do not defire a better will, 
or a better law, only 1 deſire a better 
heart. Do thus, and you are a people 
dedicated to God: ſo much for ſelf- 
ſurrender to the Preceptroe will of God. 
2. There's the Providential will of 
God; you muſt reſign up your ſelves to 
this will alſo. A Chriſtian carries it 
like himſelf, when in every condition, 
and in all occurrences, he ſays, (wi 
Pauls friends, ) The will of the Lord 


e 
_ done, As 21.14. when he is heartily 


willing, that God ſhould have his w:/, 
and there is a kind of annihilation or 
exinanition of his ownwwill ; when he 
ſpeaks to God, ( as once the Martyr, ) 
Lord, there ſhall be but one will betwixt 
thee and me, and that ſhall be thy mill. 
And the truth is, we are no farther fit 
to live, than as we can. ſurrender up 
our ſclves to God, and in all things 
ſubmit to his good pleaſure. 

I told you, this ſubmiſſion relates 
cither to that which is paſt or preſent, 
or to that which is to come, the former 
is Patience, the latter is an humble re- 
ferring our ſelves to Gods diſpoſe. 

I. You mult reſign up your ſelves 
to Gods will, as to what t paſt or pre- 


"5 ſent ; 
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ſent ; ( that is) you muſt with an holy 
patience, bear whatever evils, trials, 
troubles, affii&ttons it- pleaſes him to 

lay upon you. This is included in 
ſelf-dedication, and is one of the moſt 
difficult parts of it. We are not ſo 
obſtinately ſet againſt Gods preceptrve 

will, but we arc as peeviſh, fretful, diſ- 
contented under his providential will. 

Now are you. affii##ed, ( or may affli- 

Ction hereafter befal you ? ) Do you 
ſuffer for Gad, or from God? Doth 

he put any bitter cup into your hands, 

as ſickneſs, mant, loſs of relations, &c. 

look to this, that in patzence you poſſeſs knke 21.19. 
| your. ſouls: Let patience have its per- J*** 1:4: 
fe# work : Be fill, and quiet, and i 
lent, however things go ; take heed of 
' murmuring, repining, fretting under 

Gods hang : keep the heart * ſedate, 


calm, let your condition be what it * Patientiaeft , 
malorum cum 


will. | equanimitate 
perlatio. LaR.1. 5. cap. 22. Eft virtus conſervans bonum rations con- 
tra triſtitiam, Aquin» 22, Qu. 128. 


That I may help you on in this great 
duty: of patience, I will only hint a 
few things. Gods will is in every tri- 
al ; afflittion cometh not forth of the 
duſt, neither doth trouble ſpring out of 

1 3 the 


T18 


1 Sam. 3.18. 
Pial.39.9. 


Job 1.21, 


z Kings 6.33+ 
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the ground, ( Fob 5.9.) it comes not 


by chance, or ( only ) by ſecond cauſes, 
but by Gods appointment and ordinati- 
on; he hath an hand in the mflif:ing of 
all evils, who is the: fountain of all 

ood. Is there any evil in the City, and 
the Lord hath not doneit ? Amos 3.6. 
He that meaſures out our comforts, 
doth alſo meaſure out our croſſes, 
Should not this quzet us ? It did ſoin 
thoſe great examples of patience, which 
you read of in the word : It #s the Lord, 
let him do what ſeems him good : ( faith 
Ely.) I was dumb and opened not my 
mouth, becauſe thou Lord didft it, (ſaith 
David : ) The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away, bleſſed be the name of 
the Lord, ( faith Fob: ) what a ſtrange 
inference was that, This evil s of the 
Lord, why ſhould I wait on him any long- - 
er? When God was in the premiſſes,” 
that zmpatience ſhould be in the conclu- 
ſion; nothing could be more abſurd, 
nothing more ſinful. If all our troubles 
be the zſſues of Gods will,there's all the 
reaſon in the world, we ſhould be pa- 


trent under them: Conſidering farther | 


what a k;nd of will this will of God is. 
"Tis a ſoveratgen, righteous, wiſe, faith- 


ful, 
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ful, gracious will ; ſhall not poor crea- 
tures ſubmit to ſuch a will ? O the. ſo- 
weraignty of God ſhould awe 58; who 
ſhall ſay unto him, what doft thou ? Job 
9-12. Should it be "according to thy 
mind ? Job 34.33. Nay but O man, Dinas 
who art thou that replieft againſt God * a eget 
Shall the thing formed, - ſay to him that *rit nonerit 
formed it, why haſt thou made me thus ? PEI 
Rom. 9. 21. The righteouſneſs of God 

ſhould keep down all paſſion and perturba- 

tion: Aﬀictions may be harp, but 

they are always juſt, 'and God is righ- 

feous in them : He will not Lay upon man 

more than right, that he ſhould enter in- 

#0 judgment with God, Job 34. 23. The 

Lord # holy in all his works, and righte- 

ous in all by ways, Pal: 145. 17. The 

wiſdom of God ſhould further patience; 

he never -affli#s but 'tis in wiſdom ; 

and he never acts his wiſdom more, 

than when he is affi;#ing': he's a God 

of judgment, Iſa. 30.18. Let the trial 

be what it will, the faithfulneſs of God 

s init, Pſal. 119. 75: In very faithful- 

neſs thou haſt affiifted me. Ah, and 

there's mercy in it too; an affiifting 

God is a gracious God ; Whom the Lord 

loveth he chafteneth, and ſcourgeth eve- 


I 4 ry 
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| ry ſon whom be recerveth, feb. 12. 6. 
We are chaſtened of the Lord, that we 

ſhould not be condemned with the world, 

x(Cor. 11. 32, -— He for our profit, 

that me might be partakers of his hol:- 

neſs, Heb. x2. 10. By this ſhall the ini- 

_ ytity of Jacob be purged, and this 1s all 

the fruit tatake away his fin, Wa. 27.9. 

If the wil of God be. not ſufficievt to 

keep down all ſtorms inthe ſoul, then 

look into your affii&ons, are they not 
deſerved ? I'will bear the indiguation of 

the Lord, becauſe I have ſinned againſ 

bim, Mic. 7.9-' Why doth a living mar 
.camplain,. a man for the' puniſhment of 

bn ſins ? Are they not leſs. than what 

you deſerve? Ezra y.13. Confd ye be 

without theny ?': 1 Pet. 1, 6: Will they 

continue for evey ?' 2 Cor. '4: 16. Will 

not God do you good by them ?. Rom. 8. 

28. Have they not been the common lot 

of all the people of God, Joh. 16. 33. 
*FEccleſ.7.14. Oo that man would * conſider, __ 
'tis 4 day of adverſity, and patiently 

* Meme & ret in Gods will, and quietly reſign up | 
precipua vir- themſelves to it. Whatan * excel- ; 
na ff parien- lent grace is this patience ; there's 2 
Vid: ©ypr. de complication, connexion of many graces 


Bono Patien- jn jt + | | 
—_—  ; ſpeak patience, you ſpeak _ 
-0 ! - 
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humility, ſelf denial, love, and ſeve- 
ral others: Ir argues not only the 
truth of grace, but the ftrength of grace. 
The Chriſtian that hath this, is per- 
fett and entire, Fam. 1. 4. "Tis the 
ballaft of the mind, that which keeps 
2 man ſteddy in' the greateſt forms : 
'tis the ſoul at reſt, it gives inward ſe- : 
renity under outward troubles: it ſhor- , ,,.c. 
tens and * lefſens affliction. no affit- quod bene fer- 
fion is great where patience is; no- [ple > py 
thing can much trouble that . man, tjentis, 9u9d 
who reſolves to acquieſce in Gods will, corrigere: on 
what pleaſes: God ſhall pleaſe him. . oa yl 
That which makes' aflictions to be ſo mi iu 
heavy, is the claſhing and: jarring of 
our :/ls againſt Gods will, Theſe 
things ( which I have here hinted) 
might fill up a volume ; the ſubjeF? is 
vaſt, but I muſt take up: Will you 
now endeavour to live this ſelf-ſurren- 
der to the will of God ? Doth not 
your dedication to God call for this ? 
Do you not in that profeſs the ſubmit- 
ting of your wells to the will of God ? 
and that you will quietly undergo all 
croſſes, troubles, that he ſhall think 
good to lay upon you ? that you will 
give no way to the ſim, folly, madneſs 
® 
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of impatience ? or any entertainment 

to eſtuations, diſcompoſures of ſpirit, 

mutinous — againſt God ? that 
—O_ ? only ſhall be the obje& of your paſſ- 
pane © me. I 3 "0 what * excellent [perſons 
cum & px ſhould we be, what happy Hives ſhould 
ere {4 We live, could we but come up to, and 
mm; 0in make good this dedication ! when. the 
andy} <a wind and tide go the ſame way, the 
regnantem. maters are ſmooth: what peace and ſe- 
> ne kg renity ſhould we enjoy, if Gods. will 
105, andour wills might concur. Bernard 
OS. ſays, Take away ſelf will, and Hell 
infermum, mould not be Hell. The God of patience 
Bernard. frengthes u5 with all might according to 


— oo glorious power unto all patience, and 


long-ſuffering with joyfulneſs. | 
2. Surrender up your ſelves to the 
will of God, as to what is to come ; my 
meaning is this, refer all to Gods dif- 
poſe ; your perſons, conditions, velati- 
ons, all your concerns, refer them to 
God. This is both the Chriſtians duty 
and priviledge; he need not trouble 
himſelf with anxr0us thoughts about 
what is future, but he may leave all. | 
\ Per.5.79. With God, and caſt all his care upen 
God, and. reſt there. We muſt nci- 
ther preſcribe to God, ( that's pride, ) 
nor 
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nor diſtruſt God, (that's unbelief : ) 
"tis the former that I drive at; O Chri- 
ſtians do not preſcribe to God, or im- 
poſe upon God, as to future mercies, 
or your future conditions ; 'but put 
your ſelves into his hands, and lie at 
his feet, and let him do what he ſees 
beſt. Thus the ch:1d carries it to his 
Father, and we have a better Father 
in Heaven, to /eave our ſelves and our 
all with. We love to be Uirefiing 
p_—_ ( as Foſeph would tell his 
ather what he had to do, Gen. 48.17, 
IS.) or impoſing upon Providence; 
ſuch and ſuch things we foreſee, or 
have them in our thoughts, and then 
we are ſelfiſh and haſty, and muſt order 
God, both as to things and times. Is 
zt not much better to refer all to God 
He's a God of wiſdom, and a God of 
mercy; and therefore we have the 
greateſt J— and encourage- 
ments too, that are imapinable, to ſit 
ſtill and to let God alone : God knows 
what is beſt, ſuch is his ws/dom, he 
will do nothing, but what is for the 
beſt, ſuch is his mercy. Had we a 
friend apon earth, of whom we could 
have this aſſurance, we ſhould refer all 
to 
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* Pal. 31.15. 
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to him. God is willing to take our 
affairs into his * hazds, to engage all 
his w:ſdom and goodneſs in ordering of 
them for the beff, and yet we will not 
reſign up our ſelves to-him. *Tis a 

reat ſpeech of Plato, 5 @vc mime yaurrpei, 
God acts in all things like a Geome- 
trician; he doth all things by meaſure, 
exattly; he orders all 


Providentia ita curat omnia ut u- His providences CON- 


num aliquid. ita fingula, ut fiil- . % ag 
lad cur aret unicum. Ang. CCINIDS ans pariich 
Adjice ad uttiifſimam dulciffine lar perſon in the world , 


Providentie praſumptionem, de accordin g to the exat 
finguli« fic curare Deum quaſi ſin. : : 
gali ſolr efſemus in mundo, quemad- meaſures of wiſdom and 


modum Adamin Paradiſo. "Non Joye : Tf ſo, ' have we 
diftrabitur, non confunditar malti- Gon ohe ; 
tadine divina procuratio. Nie- not reaion n to 7 - 


remb. Thcopolitic, p. 55. mit to by diſpoſe ? O 


(ſays the Sor in Pl 


. tarch) F'fl refer my ſelf to my Father, 


for my Father will do nothing but what # 
beft to be done: {hall not we ſpeak thus 
to God ?. Oman, (© believer eſpeci- 
ally ) refer thy ſelf to thy God , ſay, 
He ſhall chuſe our inheritance for us, ( as 

'tis Pſal. 49. 4.) Let God chuſe for 

you; letit be /ife or death, kiberty or 

reſtraint, ſervice or no fervice, what it 

pleaſes God to chuſe for us, we muſt 

ſubmit to, and approve of : what ſad 
| work 
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work ſhould we make of it, might we 
be owtir own chuſers, or at our own dif- 
poſe! What a ſtrange creature would 
man be, if God ſhould let him alone; 
and leave him to himſelf ? He would 
need nothing more to undo him, than 
to be left to his own wiſdom, and will. 
The ſelf-chuſer is the ſelf-deftroyer. If 
the P:lot ſhould let the unskilful paſ- 
ſenger ſteer the Ship, he would fpht it 
immediately. If the Phyſician ſhould 
let the patient eat, drink, what he 
hath a mind to, he would ſoon brin 
his life to a period. This is our caſe. 
It doth not become us, as we are Grea- 
tures, to order our ſelves, it would de- 
ftroy us as we are Chriſtians : Bleſſed 
be God, he will order us, as he ſees 
cauſe. Well then, upon the conſi- 
deration of Gods wiſdom, and your own 
folly, refer your ſelves to him : As you 
that are Citizens, in the building of 
your Houſes, you have no skill in Ar- 
chitefure, and therefore you refer. all 
to your workmen, whom you judge to 
be s&:If ul and faithful. Indeed we are 
very ignorant, we know not what is 
beſt, we may pitch upon this or that 
as a preat mercy, which would bein 
truth 


(_ 
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truth a judgment:” O we have a wiſe 
and faithful Ged, let us be willing to 
be diſpoſed of by him. This is a frame 
of ſpirit, highly pleaſing to God, and 


much to our own advantage : WE Are 


never ſo much in the way of a mercy, 
as when we can refer our ſelves to 


God, for that mercy. So much for 

the enforcing of ſubmiſſion to Gods Pro- 

vidential will: O that we could come 

up to this! ſoas that in a/ things we 

could quietly refer our ſelves to the will 

of God, and pet our wills perfectly 

melted into that: Good Lord, how 

FOE "OI Kg . Ffardidthe * Stoicks go 
31 1s @ Zov, Wy TU þ TT partly, 4 £ - 

one T69' "ady pl Irareraypirg>, we in this, to their ſuppo- 

Ts Torr Ppierus Bidbrd. = 7 ſed Deites, without 

og agg _ ane Fury the ._ ] of the Goſpel, 

meerly upon the im<- 

rovement of rational principles: and 

how ſhort do we come in our aCtings 

towards the true God, under thoſe 

higher advantages that we enjoy, and 

thoſe higher principles that we pretend 


to. But let this ſuffice for the ſecond 


branch. 


| In the third place, ſelf-dedica- 
t10n conliſts, in the firmneſs and fixed- 


neſs of. reſolution for God and his ways ; 


this 
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this is next to be ſpoken to: the nature 


of it hath been opened already ; I am 
only now to ſtir you up to the practice 
of it. If you m__ dedicate your 
ſelves to God, you muſt do theſe two 
things; you muſt reſolve for him, and 
you muſt be reſolute for him: theſe are 
different things, and I aim at the pro- 
ſecuting of drfferent things from them. 
To reſolve for God, 'tis to have the will 
fully determined, ( or fully determi- 
ning; ) tocome to a poſitive, peremp- 
tory deciſion or purpoſe for God and du- 
ty. Tobe reſolute for God, 'tis to ad- 
bere to this determination and purpoſe, 
ſo as by nothing to be moved or drawn 
from it : To reſolve for God, is the act 
of the will ad intra, and it is oppoſed 
to all doubting, heſitating, fluttuating, 
trreſolvedneſs within : To be reſolute for 
God, 'tis a mans carriage ad extra; 
'tis to be fteddy, conflant, couragiousy 
(in that which is good) in oppoſition 
to fickleneſs, levity, fear, cowardiſe, 
let the external dangers or diſcourage- 
ments be what they will. The differ- 
ence betwixt theſe two is plain enough ; 
I will ſpeak ſomething ( yet very brief- 
ly) to cach of them. 

8 I. Reſolve 
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I. Reſolve for God: Let me ſup- 
poſe this to be your cſe, (which is 
very frequent and. common; ) you 
have been long parhying and debats 
within your ſelves, whether you- ſhould 
be the Lords, yea or no; whether you 
ſhould cloſe with holinefsor not ; you 
have traverſed and argued things pro & 
con . ſuch and ſuch conſiderations have 
been weighed by you very ſertouſly ; 
the ballances ſeem to go down on 
Gods fide, Scripture reaſons penpanges: 
rate, the wi/ is in a great meaſure 
clined to .cloſe with God, to embrace 
his ways: but it is not yet come up 
to a full reſolution; yet there is ſome - 
hanging off, ſome ſuſpence and doubting 
in the'matter; 'tis * almoſt perſwaded, 
but 'tis not altogether perſmaded. O 
now that you would fully reſolve, that 
you would bring things to a poznt, to 
an ſue, and poſitively determine for 


/ God againf all oppoſers. That the 


* Ia,66.9. 


almoſt might be turned into altogether ; 
ſhall there be ſuch throws and ſtrivings 
in the ſoul, and nothing come of it ! 
Shall the * child be brought to tho 
birth, and ſhall there not be a bringing 
forth ? Shall any come ſo near the 

King- 
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Kingdom of Heaven, & yet.come ſhore 
of the Kingdom of Heaven at laſt ? 
Aﬀeer debates come reſalves; . you have 
been debating thus and' this a long 
' time, now reſolve, that: God ſhall 
have your heart and life: "tis good to 
deliberate, ::( they always:'prove the 
beſt Chriſtrans,. that enter) upon Gods 
ways with the: moſt deliberatien,) but 
"tis not good to cortimue: I UNCET> 
tammties,: ahduvreſolvedntſs: iO do not 
fluctuate or hatg\in ſufpexceany longer, 
but paſs: a' i fins: peremptony decree for 

- As:the:- Prophet argued: with 
the people of I/raed; . Haw dang! halt y+ 
betwixt two opinions ?"Tfiithe' Lord be 
Ged, - follaw him ;\ but if Bagh; then fol- 
. dow him, '1. Kangs' 18. 21.1:f0:1 would 
with you 3.) why are (you Yoryndetermy> 
ned and unrzſalued'?. 14: Godrbs better 
than ſin, then fallin. with hit vt ſos 
be: better than God; (.batodamt he heart 
of. man imagine ſuch a thing:®) then 
take your.courſe: TheiPradge), "tis 
very likely, 'in'his great ſtraits, had 


fome debates in himſelf: what he .. 


ſhould 4o;; whether it was not beſt for 


him to return to his Father again 5 a 


when he had been ſufficiently pinched 
=} with 
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with his wants, then he. reſolves ;] 


will ariſe and go' unto: my Father, 8c; 


Luke 15. 18. O that finners might 
have ſuch a ſight and ſenſe of ſmand 
the ſad effe&s..of it, that they might 
immediately reſolve to return to God! 
That the fprri#:0f God would'come in 
with ſuch a light, ſo slluminate the un- 
derſtanding, that the will 'might be 
drawn to'.2 peremptory | reſolution for 
God. Here lies 'the -work: of grace; 
and the fincerzty of ſelf-dedication ; we 
do but deceweour ſelves, \it: wefancy 
that we have dedicated: .our ſelves. to 
God, if our-wil/s be not fully, fixedly; 
reſolved tor. him. 440 on 

2. Bereſolute for God. Having gi- 
ven up your. ſelves to him, -and. enga- 
ged in a::good way, : now: be: reſolute; 


ftedfaft and ummovable,: 1'Gor. I5. 58. 


Stand faft in the Lord, Phil. 4.1. ( ma 
ny.ſuch \exhortations you meet with 
in the Scripture: ) Eſther was.reſolute; 
ſhe would-vonture into the Kings pre- 
ſence, though ſhe periſhed, i Efh. 4.16. 
'Tis the duty of ſuchas profeſs. God, | 
to hold onin the way ot-duty, refol- 
ving it they peri, to periſÞ in that 
way. Fobſays of himſelf, he held fa 

”J 
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' bu righteouſneſs, and he 'would not let 
ft go, Fob 24.6. Pauls afflictions were 
nothing to him, he was reſolved for 
God and Chriſt, As 20.24. A4#s 21. 
13. The three children could burn in the 


ery furnace, but they woyld not bow - 


to the golden image, * Dan. 3:1$! 


Though af ſhould forſake Chriſt, Peter * 


would never forſake' him, Matth. 26. 
33. (his reſolution was good, but his 
ſelf-confidence ſpoiled all: O that' we 
were thus reſolute for God, his' ways, 
his truths, his ordiezantes, his glery ; 


we ſhould be ſo /er for him, thithe- 


thing ſliould be able to make us quit 
our profeſſion, | or ah #$olyEourſe; we 
ſhould let men ſee; \we'4re not to be 
moved or altered, we are 1o fixed and 
reſolute. "This is an excellent frame 
of ſpirit, very well Becoming ſuch'as 
have dedicated themſelves to God. 
Let the truth of your dedie2tron appear 
in the firmneſs of your reſotution. Doth 
the world ſmile ? © Mind if not, let all 
its honours, 'pleaſures, - poſſeſſions be 'n0- 


thing, 'when they 'would* draw you of 


from God. Doth' the* world frown ? 
fear it not; its good is not much't6 be 
deſired, its evil is not tnuch to be 

| K 2 feared ; 


= 


3k 


132 


Matth.9.14- 
POWs 
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feared : 'Ther's\nv-evil like to the evil 
of. ſw,and of Hpoſtacy from God: Do the 
generality of men 'go anather way * 
Tis no mattcr for that ; 'tis for the 
dead ib to ſwim down the freem ; 'tis 
better to goto Heaven with a few, than 
to. Hel/ with the.croud.  Doth the fleſp 
interpoſe © © ſay, . fleſb get thee behind 
xe, thou art an” offence tame. | 
the croſs lie betpre you ? t4be it ap, and 
fill folow Chriſt ; ſay, you. can take 
up the croſs, .but.you cannot; lay dow 
duty ; you can;ſuffer, but you cannot 
leave God. Are: the z31mes bad? let 
them not make you bad ; do you make 
them betzer,.\let not them: make you 
worſe. Doth Satan aflault ?. ſay, Ss 
£4x let me ;alone, thou miſtakeſt thy 
mark, Iam fixed for God; thou. canſt 
not alter me... Do you meet with ſcorn 
and der:fon from men ? tell:them, If 
thus be-tacbe wile, you will be. more vile 
full: Is yanr work. difficult.t; yet keep 
to it, Gog will help you 74, 14,\ and re- 
ward you for..it. - Are you ſet in. dar- 
gerous places) | where bullets fly about 
your ears caatinyally ? yetikeep your . 
ground, God hath ordered your fg 
et; you are his.ſealdzers,. and there- 
| fore 
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fore you muft be men of courage and-re- 
ſolution. GO that you. would with full 
purpoſe of heart cleave. unto the Lord : 
This Barnabas exhorted the Chriſtians 
of Antioch'to, Afts 11.23. How: refo+ 
Jute are ſiriners ag4inft God, will not 
you be as reſolute for God? He may 
ſay, do what he pleaſes, yet they will 
ſin : let the law, judgment to come, 
Hell, be ſet before them; "tis all one; 
they. aro ſet upon their courſe, Fer. 8. 
5. They hold faſt deceit, they refuſe to re- 


turn, Fer. 2.25. F have loved ftran- 


gers, and after them wilt go, Jer. 44+ 
16. As for the word, that thou haſt. ſpo- 
ken to us in the name of the Lord, we 
will not hearken to thee : But we wtlh cer- 
tainly, &c. Now (I fay) are they ſo 
reſolved in their way to Hell, and will 
not you be as reſoved in your way to 
Heaven : And pray confider; can you 
mend your ſelves by leaving God ? will 
it turn to 4 good account, to exchange 
God for the creature, holmeſs for ſin ? 
Are the things of trme, to be weighed 
in the batlance, with the things of 
eternity? What is it' to ſecure earth 
and to loſe Heaven? Can you ſecure 
the ſoul, future bleſſedneſs, unleſs you 

| K 3 KEEP 
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keep Heddy. to God ? Why will you 
forſake that God, who will never for- 
ſake you ? Will you find any where a 
better maſter, a better friend, a better 

tion, a better God? Till you can 
do thu, pray keep where you are, (if 
you be in Gods way, ) and be fixed 
and reſolute. Reſolve for God, and 
then at reſolution in your whole courſe : 
Herein is your ſelf-dedication. He 
that is not reſolved for God, come 
what will come, hath not #ruly dedica- 
ted himſelf to God : when a perſon up- 
on mature dehberation determines for 
God, and then is firm and ftedfaft, hee's 
the perſon who hath dedicated himſelf 
in a rigor manner. 

.4. Fourthly, As you delire to.ded:s- 
cate your perſons to God, ſet your 
ſelves apart for God, and carry it as a 
people, who are ſeparated from the 
world. Dedication neceflarily im- 
plics ſeparation: this hath been ſpoke 
to, (1 will not a&um agere:) let me 
only perſwade you, to live in the - 
world, as becomes.thoſe, who have 
paſſed under a ſolemn dedication or 
conſecration : let it be ſeen, you arc no 
oradmary or common perſons, but ſuch 

as 


Hebr.13-$. 
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as have ſeparated, and ſet themſelves 
apart for ſpiritual purpoſes : Impropri- 
ate your ſelves to God; ſelf-dedica- 
ting perſons, they profeſs rhemſclves 
to be Gods  Impropriation; they give 
up themſelves to God, to be appropri- 
ated to hy uſe: O Chriſtians, that 
you would do thus : Do not proftitute 
your ſelves to common uſes, (1 do not 
ſpeak this, to take you off from your 
callings, or your lawful affairs in the 
world, )- but /ay out your ſelves in fpe- 
cial for God : you muſt not be as or- 
dinary veſſels, that are put to any uſe, 
but you muſt be as the veſſels of the 1 Chron. 22. 
Santtuary, that were dedicated. to the ”* 
ſervice of God. You are taken out of 
the common of the world, and are as 
Gods zncloſure, and therefore he ex- 
pets ſome ſingular fruit and ſervice 
from you. But 1 run out upon a 
truth, which is not ſo much in my 
eye: that which I aim at; is the nots- 
on of ſeparation, to preſs that upon 
you. * And I ſhall only ſpeak to one 
branch of it, and that is this, ſepara- 
tion from the ſinful courſe and prattiſes of 
evil men. Self-dedication calls upon 
you for thy : If you would indeed de- 
K 4 dicate 
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dicate your ſelves, then you muſt ſe- 
parate your ſelves from the ordim 

ways, and courſes of graceleſs men; 
you mulſt not hve as they do, att as they 
do, beas they are, but you muſt carry 
it, as 2 ſeparated people.. ' I meddle 
not with ſeparation from Church-com- 
munion, (far be it from me to urge 


that upon any,) 'tis only ſeparation 


from mens vices and ſins that l am fur- 
thering; and furely the Scripture 
will-bear me out in this, 2 Gor. 6. T7. 
Wherefore come out from among. them, 


and be. ye ſeparate, ( ſaith the. Lord) 


' and touch not the unclean thing, and 1 


will recerve you, Eph. 5. 1x. Have no 
fellowſhip with the unfruztful works of 
darkneſs, but rather reprove them, 
Eph. 4. 17. Thu I fay therefore, that ye 
henceforth walk not as other Gentiles 
walk in the vanity of their mind, &C. 
Rom.i2.2. Be not conformed to thu 
world, &c. Ghriftians muſt not walk 
according tothe courſe of this world, 
( Eph. 2:2,') Tertullian tells us of 2 
foulater that was: a Chriftian, -when his 
icllow ſouldiers, ( who were Hea- 
thens ) wore:-Lawrel apon their Heads, 
he would not do ſo: Being asked 


why ; 
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why; O( fays he) I am--4 Chriftsan, ) 
and therefore L mult in habit, in every 
thing difler-ftom others. O' Chriſti- 
ans, where is your zeal for God, in 
holy ſingularity ? W ould- you dedicate 
your ſelves to God, and yet do as 
others do? O that cannot be! Be ſr 
gulay therefore, and let there be a re- 
al difference betwixt you and others : 
They are ſwearers, drunkards, Sab- 
bath-profaners, deriders of godiimeſs, 
deſpiſers of holy duties, 8&c. you muſt 
be quite other men, of a diftcrent con- 
ftitution and converſation. Eſpecially 
.- you who have really dedicated your Eadt nor fuct- 
ſelves, you muſt ſet your ſelves apart, *79 ie rene” 
and 4:ffer from the courſe of the world : G& los in- 
Shall there be no difference betwixt trrerit? Pluri- 
Saints and fimers ? Shall the two ſeeds x," OR 
be confounded? Shall the children of 
God, live juſt as the children of Sa- 
tan? God forbid! You have another 
ſpirit, ( as 'tis faid of Caleb, Numb. 
14- 24. ) and therefore you mult live 
 anqther life: you have differing prin- 
'E "les profeſs to walk by a differing 
rale, arc inveſted with differing priv- 
ledges, and all theſe call for differing 
pratiices. You are children of light, 


and 
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and muſt walk as the children of light, 
Eph. 5.8. You muſt be as the Sons of 
God without. rebuke, in the midſt of 4 
crooked and perverſe nation, among 
whom ye ( ſhould) ſhine as lights in the 
world, Phil. 2.15. When others mind 
earthly things, your converſation muſt 
be in Heaven, Phil. 3. 19, 20. when 
others work all uncleanneſs with greed:- 
neſs, you have not ſo learned Ghrift, 
Eph. 4- 19, 20. O let it appear to the 
world, that you are perſons of another 
make and conſtitution, than thoſe that 
know not God. You are. to con- 
vince the world, 1 Pet. 3. 16. to con- 
demn the worid, Heb. 11. 7. how 
ſhall you do ths, but by the holineſs 
and ſmeularity of your converſations ? 


Do not do the ſame which others do, - 


( in that which is evil,) do more than 
others do, ( in that which is good, ) for 
Chriſt expects a =! «ww, ſomething 
more from you than he doth from 
others, eMatth. 5. 475. Chriſtians, de- 
dicate your ſelves to God, and make 


good your dedication : evidence the.re- 


ality of it, by. your being- ſeparated 
trom the courſe of wicked men: he 
that lives the common life, is but-a 

common 
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common perſon, an unconſecrated per- 
ſon. Whereever there is dedication, 
there muſt be zmpropriation and ſepara- 
F10n. . 
5. Fifthly, Enter into Covenant 
with God ; Give the hand to the Lord, 
(as Hezekiah expreſies it.) This is 
a very weighty point ; making of cove- 
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nant, and keeping of covenant with 


God, are the ſumme of all, the two 
poles upon which all religion moves : 
You = many excellent Treatiſes 
written by our own D:ivines upon theſe 
two Heads : 1 ſhall refer you to them, 
for the ful/and large handling of them, 
- (for I muſt contract : ) How ſhall I 
ſpeak to men, to make them willing 
to covenant with God? to enter into 
the Bond of the Covenant, and ſo to 
bind themſelves to( the, Lord for ever ? 
This is the work ar have now before 
me, the Lord proſper me in it: O 


that ſome poor ſouls might be 


wrought upon by what I ſhall ſay, not 
only to give up themſelves to God, 
but to do. this in a federal way; that 
there might be binding as well as gi- 
Ving, rh, fipulation as well as reſigna- 
tzon. Let me allude to that, in the 

2 Kings 


dw 4 / 


/ 


Ezek.20.37, 
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2 Kings 9 5. you read there of a Pyo- 
phet coming to the Captains o the Hops, 
and he ſaid, Ihave an errand to thee O 
Captain: And Jehu ſaid, unto which of 
all us? And he ſaid to thee, O Captain. 
I ( apoor Miniſter) bring a meſſage 
from the Lord to firmers, ( namely, 
that God would have them to enter in- 
to Covenant with him.) Now will 
theſe ask me, To which of them, I bri 
this meflage ? I anſwer, To thee 
ſmner, whoever thow art, that haſt not 
yet engaged thy ſelf to God. Thisis 
every mans duty; and It' men think 
what they pleaſe, till they have done 
this, they have done juſt nothing in 
religion. The Scripture ſpeaking of 
the converſion of the Gentiles, ſets it 
forth by thu, Pſal. 68. 31. Princes 
ſhall come out of Egypt, Ethiopia ſhalt 
ſoon ſtretch out her hands unto God, (h:. 
c. ) they ſhall enter into Covenant 
with God. Ifa. 44. 5. One ſhall fayl 
am the Lords, and another ſhall-call - 
himſelf by the name of Jacob, and ano- 
ther ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto 
the Lord. Tech. 2. 11. Many Nations 
ſhall be joyned to the Lord in that day, 
and ſhall be my people. O that in theſe 


days 
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days we might ſee more of the accom- 
pliſhment of theſe Propheſies! that 
the poor Heathens might be brought 
to joyn themſelves to the Lord; and 
that Ghri/tians living under the Goſpel, 
they alſo might ſubſcribe with hand and 
heart to God, and enter into the ebbs- 
gation of the Covenant. "Twas pro- 
pheſied of the Fews, upon their com- 
ing.out of Babylon, they ſhould be ſo 
«ffefted with this preat mercy, that 
they. would revew and heighten their 
Covenant obligations: Jer.. 50. 5, They 
ſhalt as the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward, ſaying, Gome and-let us 

Joyn aur ſelves to the Lord, 14 perpetu- 
|  #t Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. 
Sinners, will you ſpeak this (as to 
your ſelves, ) and make it gogd' will 
you joys your ſelves'to the Lord in an 
everlaſting Covenant ? God incline your 
hearts thus to dedicate your felves to 
him. I will preſs this upon you by a 
few Arguments. _ 

I. Tis an unſpeakable mercy, that 
God will deal with the Creature m the 
way of 4 Covenant. As he is our Sove- 
raign, he might have impoſed a Law 
upon us, and dealt with us only is 

tnat 
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2 Kings 9 5. you read there of a Pyo- 
phet coming to the Captains of the Hoſp, 
and he ſaid, Ihave an errand to thee O 
Captain: And Jehu ſaid, unto which of 
all us? And he ſaid to thee, O Captain. 
I ( apoor Miniſter) bring a meſſage 
from the Lord to firmers, ( namely, 
that God would have them to enter in- 
to Covenant with him.) Now will 
theſe ask me, To which of them, I bri 
this meflage ?- I anſwer, To thee 
ſmner, whoever thow art, that haſt not 
yet engaged thy ſelf to God. This'is 
cvery mans duty ; and let men think 
what they pleaſe, till they have done 
this, they have done juſt nothing in 
religion. The Scripture ſpeaking of 
the converſion of the Gentiles, ſets it 
forth by this, Pſal. 68. 31. Princes 
ſhall come out of Egypt, Ethiopia ſhalt 
ſoon ſtretch out her hands unto God, ( h. 
ce.) they ſhall enter into Covenant 
with God. I/2. 44. 5. One ſhall fayl 
am the Lords, and another ſhall-call - 
himſelf by the name of Jacob, and anv- 
ther ſhall ſubſcribe with his hand unto 
the Lord. Tech. 2. 11. Many Nations 
fhall be joyned to the Lord in that day, 
and ſhall be my people. O that in theſe 


days 
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days we might ſee more of the accom- 
phiſhment of theſe Propheſies!- that 
the poor Heathens might be brought 
to joy themſelves to the Lord; and 
that Ghriſt:ans living under the Goſpel], 
they alſo might ſubſcribe with hand and 
beart to God, and enter into the ebb; 
gation of the Covenant. "Twas pro- 


phefied of the Fews, upon their com-. 


ing-out of Babylon, they ſhould be ſo 
offibies with this great mercy, that 
they. would revew and herghten' their 
Covenant obligations: Jer. 50. 5; They 
ſhalt asf the way to Zion with their faces 
thitherward, ſaying, Come and_let us 

Joyn our ſelves to the Lord, ina perpetu- 
'  &t Covenant that ſhall not be forgotten. 
Sinners, will you ſpeak this ( as to 


your ſelves, ) and make it good ?. will 


you joyn your ſelves'to the Lord in an 
everlaſting Covenant ? God incline your 
hearts thus to dedicate your felves to 
him. 1 will preſs this upon you by a 
few Arguments. 

I. Tis an unſpeakable mercy, that 
God wall deal with the Creature m the 
way of 4 Covenant. As he is our Sove- 
raign, he might have impoſed a Law 
upon us, and dealt with us only in 

tnat 
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that way : But ſuch is his mercy and 
condeſcenſion, he will deal with us al- 
ſo, by a covenant. ' A Law obliges the 
creature, whether he' conſent to it or 
not ; but now a covenant preſuppoſes 
conſent: Man being a free and rational 
agent, | God deals accordingly with him, 
and ſets a covenant before him, which 
if he will conſent to, he ſhall be happy 
for ever.” Doth not this hold forth'mn- 
finite goodneſsin the great God, that 
he will thus treat withus ? And aftcr 
all this, ſhall not we be m:/hing to en- 
ter imto covenant with him? Beſides 
this, conſider the: Nature of a Cove- 
"P<Oumeft nant. *Tis (as the * Goihians define 
_ Lora it) the conſent of two or more, to ſome- 
in idem placi- thing that is agreed upon; ( but this is 
"Nr a very imperfett deſcription : ) Morc 
—- fully therefore; 'A 
* Vide Zanch.in Hof. 2.21. Clop- * Covenant is 4 mutual 


penb. in Syntag. Diſput. Selec. de . . | 
Federe.Coccei: de Federe.Camer. ſrpulation or compatt 


de Tripl, Federe, Wendelin, Theo- between two parties s as 


tg Chriſt. I. 1, c. 19. Tilenum Þ« . ; 
2. Diſput. 54. Ameſ. Med. l. x. 9 ſomething mwherem 


c 38. & 39- ( & qnamplures ali- they do agree, upon 

05, de Federe inter Deum oy Crea® which they are mutually 
turam tr atlantes. ) , 9 

obliged each tothe other. 

Such a Covenant there is betwixt God 

and the Greature; theſe two do inter- 

changeably 
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changeably indent and ſtipulate each to 
the other, the one for mercy, the other 
for duty; and ſo there a mutual obl:- 

ation paſſes upon both. Says God, 
Glee is pardon, reconciliation, eter- 
nal life, which I offer upon ſach and 
ſuch terms, and I am- willing upon 
thoſe terms to engage to give out theſe 
mercies : Says the Creature, I accept of 


thoſe terms, and I ſolemnly bind my - 


ſelfto make them good, ( according 
to the utmoſt ofmy ſtrength 7) Then 
ſays God, 'tis a Covenant betwext us; 
I bind my ſelf to thee, and thou bind- 
eft thy ſelf tome; be thou faithful to 
me, 1 will be faithful to thee. What 


an Ocean or-Treaſury of love and good- 


neſs, doth God'manifeſt in this federa/ 
tranſabling —_—_— ! that-he ſhould 


be willing to fig ate with us, and to 
enter into an - obzgatron to us, O the 


heights, bredtht, depths, lengths of 
thy love | Here's another difference 
betwixt a Law and a Covenant; a Law 
binds the ſubje&, but it doth not bind 
. the Lawgiver, ( quatenus Lawgiver,) 
the obligation there is but to one par- 
ty; but now a Covenant binds both: 

there 
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| .-.\, there the *. obligation 
* Mutud foleaaren hin is. reciprocal. - It hath 
blizatio, eft forma federis: ( io | 
all S——_— it.) Fedw propri? / pleaſe © God to deal 
ebligationem duaram parHiwns with man #3, way, and 
ertis utrinque conditionipMs come. A. . a 
plefhi, — eſt Gomar. Hee'' {o he h1nds hunaſelf : As 
eſt mutua (7 reciproca reeaſſe tohis Law, we only are 
eaeris, ut homo intuitu promifſe £04 
_— alacrim eperetur, & bound, bu tas to the 
Dew intuirtu operjs det mercedem. Govenant hel our of the 
Cloppenb,Dilp-z,Th.7. Tg riches -.of his grace) 1s 
willipg-to be. bound as 
well as-we: How ſhould the confide+ 
ration of this enmexſe, love. of God) 
engage the Creature 'tg Govenarnt with 
| . | , CE \ - 


2. The matter of the. Govenant, . on 
Gods part 8s. very highs the terms or con- 
dations on our. part, are-ery -juſt' and 
equitable, |. If this be ſo, Jurely then 
men will he w#/ing to. entes into Cove- 
nant-with God; ane would think this 
ſhould carry it againſt all eppoption and 
fravolaus - pbjefizons, In every Coycr 
nant theze is ſomething grom:/ed, and 
ſomething.demargded, in order to the 
making good-of what is promiſed. _ .Io 
this Covenant, that which is promiſed, 
is on Gods part, and this-is the matter 
of it; . what is that* -No leſs, than 


that God will be your God: O admi- 
rable, 
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rable, tranſcendent mercy ! what can 
be higher than this ? I will open it un- 
der the next particular. The terms 
' or conditions, are on the Creatures 
part ; what are they ? That the ſinner 
will break off all his leagues, covenants, 
. with /i and Satan and the world; and 
that he will enter into g league of 
friendſhip with, and ſubje&ion to, the 
blefit&d God. Surely theſe are very 
fair and reaſonable terms : the ſinner 
cannot well obje& againſt them. God 
offers very high, he goes no lower than 
the making over of himſelf ; whatever 
IT am, ( faith God ) zt ſhall be all yours: 
but the terms ſpoil all, God ſtands 
npon too high conditions, and that 
keeps us of; doth he ſo? that would 
be ſomething indeed, ( for he that pro- 
miſes ſomething, upon impoſſible and 
unreaſonable conditions, promiſes no- 
thing: ) But can you make good what 
you ſay? Take heed of belymp God: 
what doth he require of you ? Is it to 
burn in Hell 'a thouſand years? (or 
ſome ſuch conditions as this?) O 
there's no ſuch thing: All that God 
requires is but this, that you will be 
hy, ashe is willing to be yours 3 that 

| F you 
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ou will ory. him for your God; that 
you will be ſubjett to his laws and go- 
vernment ; that.'you will break off all 
your confederacies with hs and your 
own enemies; is notall this moſt rea- 
ſonable? Are you not bound to this, 
whether you. enter into Covenant or 
not? what more high than this, that 
God will be ours ? what more equitable 
than this, that we ſhould be hx ? The 
Covenant holds forth the higheſt of 
mercies on Gods part, and lays them 
upon the farref# conditions on our part ; 
O therefore ſhall we not enter into 
itf 
3. Upon your entring into Covenant 
with God, be enters into + Covenant with 
you : At the ſame moment of time, in 
which we cordially engage to him, he 
doth graczouſly engage to us. What 
is Gods covenanting with the Orea- 
ture? Tis this; he makes over his 
felf,, his whole ſelf, to the Creature : 
gives him a ſpecial zntereſ# and pro- 
priety in himſelt: God is as much and 
as truly the faithful Covenanters, as 
any thing is hzs, that he hath in the 
world : He hath no ſooner entred in- 
to Covenant, but he hath a real —_— 
an 


Part 1. Perſonal Dedication. 147 


and title to God. Fer. 30. 21. Whos 
this that engaged his heart to approach 
unto me ? faith the Lord; ( There's 
_entring into Covenant, and then im- 
mediately it tollows, verſe 22.) And 
ye ſhall be my people, and | will be your 
God, Deut. 26. 17, *%c. Thou haſt 
avouched the Lord this day to be thy 
God, and to walk in his ways, GC. And 
the Lord hath avouched thee this day to 
be his peculiar people, &c. The Cove- 
nant makes the antereſt rectprocal. 
Zech. 13. 9. Iwill ſay, It is my people ;; 
and they ſhail ſay, The Lord is my God. 
So alſo in Ezek. 11. 20. Fer. 31. 30. 
And this zntereft in God is the very 
* ſoul and ſpirit of the Covenant; of * Anima fe- 
all Zleſſings 'tis the higheſt; "tis indeed ws _—_ 
the radical fundamental bleſſing, for Suſtania fe- 
all other grow upon this, and are built ©'% Jon. fs 
upon this, I wil be thy God. O who —_ OY 
can expreſs the greatneſs of this mercy, 
when God makes over himſelf to a 
poor Creature ! To have all God to 
be mine ? "Tis mercy too 62g to be ſect 
forth bys the tongue or pen of man. 
Pſal. 50.7. I am God even thy God: 
_ God cannot gO higher than this. What 
an inducement then is this to you, to 
| L 2 cnter 
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enter into Covenant. with God ? As 
ſoon as you have done this, God 5s 
yours: Nis All-ſufficiency, wiſdom, po- 
wer, truth, holineſs, merey, all is yours. 
Whatever God #s, 'tis all yours. De- 

us quantus quantus eft, totus nofter eft, 

( faith Luther:) O if I could open 
this to you, in the fulneſs, comprehen- 
froeneſs, glory of this priviledge, it 
would make you to ſtand and wonder 

at. the infinite grace of God. Well, 
tis very great, but 'tis yours, if you 
will but, in this Covenant-way, dedi- 
cate your ſelves, and bind your ſelves 
toGod. The wife upon the conjugal 
covenant, hath an intereſt in the per- 
ſon, eſtate, goods of her Husband ; all 

is hers. This Covenant betwixt God 
and believers is a Conjugal Covenant, 

{ ( Ho. 2.20. ) and therefore upon this, 
\ they have aright toall that God zs, or, 
1.4 ut, Path, or doth. O bleſſed are the people 
NY that have the Lord for their God, 
Perdiderat on- When they cannot ſay, this or that is 
— fer mine, all is made up in this, God is 
habebat ipſum mine : Do they. want the Creature ? 
qutomma d*- they have albin God: Do they loſe the 
Aug. of Jobx, Creature ? therr God they ſhall never 
Serm. de Hoſe: Are they brought into great 
IO ſtraits ? 
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ſtraits ? they have their God to go to. 
David encouraged himſelf in the Lord 


his God, T1 Sam. 30. 6. Might you 


have the whole world, 'tis all nothing in 
compariſon of my God. May you 
have this upon engaging with God, and 
will you not do. it 2 There's little 
ſweetneſs in 4 God, but my God is in- 
expreſlibly ſweet : The higheſt word 
that a Creature can ſpeak, is my 

God. k 
4. God deals with men according to 
their Covenant-ſtate, or according to the 
Covenant under which they fland. The 
rule that he-goes by, is not particular 
atts, but the Covenant-ftate : you may 
do many good things, but if you be 
not it Covenant with God, they will 
not profit you. Would you be accep- 
ted by him, or %leſſed_by him? Then 
be a Govenant-people, for God judges 
of men, and gives out his bleſſings to 
men, according to this : O faith-God, 
have they ſtruck up a Covenant with 
me? then here's my ſelf, pardon, Hea- 
ven, all they can deſire ; but without 
this, I have nothing for them. Here 
lies the miſery of unbelievers ; they arc 
ſtrangers from the covenants of promiſe, 
z +: an 
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and ſo, they have no hope, and are 
without God in the world, ( as 'tis ſet 
forth, Eph. 2.12.) They have no plea 
for mercy, in their non-covenanting Con- 
dition , they are excluded from all 
happineſs: He that will not conſent to 
the covenant-relation or obligation, 
cannot expect the covenant-advanta- 
ges: God diſpenſing his bleſſings by his 
Covenant, till men enter into it they 
cannot expe& them at Gods hand. 
All depends upon' this, and therefore, 
look that you do it. 

5. Every man as he comes into the 
world, us under the covenant of works ; 
( as to the condemnation or penalty of 
it, though his caſe by Chriſt is made 
remediable,- and: grace is offered in a 
better covenant-: ) The Covenant of 
works and the Covenant of grace, dr- 
wide all mankind; every man' is under 
one of theſe covenants. We are born 
under the firft; 'and that's a dreadful 
covenant, for it makes the condition 
of the Creature deſperate; it lays mer- 
cy upon thofe terms, ( w12. perſonal, 
perfett, univerſal obedience,) which 
are now 11poſſible : He that is under 
they cou2nant, if he fail never fo little, 

as 
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as to what the law requires, he's an- 

done : *Tis here Do o# Dye + ther&s' no 

mercy upon the leaſt” filure: not a 

dram of mercy can be found'in- #hut 60- 

venant. Who would” live a moment * 

under t#hjs covenant 2 But Tet me tell 

you, * tilt you entec-*into covenant + 1, ai. 
with God, that new' covenant of grace, qratum eft ve- 
( which ſucceeds in the room of the co- — 
wenant of works, ) you are-yet -under cm reftipula« 
that covenant'; till a new bond be made, , Tim 
and new conditions put tn, the old re- ſoluts cum Deo 
mains in force. v. — yuorzn 


0 extin97 ſpe wite aterne ex 7115 fardere acquirend#, maneat ramen ſub 
lege obligatios. &g nexis damnationemtrabens, donec Deo per Chriftum 
agzlutinemur novo federe, Cocceius de Faed. Diſp. 7. Th, 71. 


I might ſet ſeveral other motives be- 
fore you: Enter into covenant with 
God, and then you may look upon all your 
mercies as covenant mercies. How 
ſweet is it, when they are not only 
common mercies, but they are covenant 
mercies; the bread is * covenant- 
bread, the apparel is covenant-apparet ; 
(and ſo in the reſt:) what a rel1þ 
doth this give to a mercy, when it flows 
upon us, through the Covenant. BÞn- 
ter into covenant with God, your ſeed 
will reap the benefit of this; upon your 

L 4 CoVe- 

—_ 


tione vite ater- _. 
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1 Cor.11.27, 
2 9, 
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covenanting with God, God makes 
over himſelf to you, and to your ſeed 
alſo, Gen. 17.7. In doing this, you 
do that, which may be a bleſſing to 
your poſterity when you are dead and 
gone. Enter into covenant with God, 
till this be, done, what have you to do 
n#h the Lords Supper * How dare un- 
covenantiug perſons come to that ordi- 
nance ! the end of which, is the ſeal- 
ing, ratification,. confirmation of the 
covenant of grace? They that have 
not come nto this covenant,. furely the 
ſeal of it doth not belang . to them. 
O 'tis an awakening conſideration, till 
thou haſt ſtruck up a covenant with + 
God, every time thou comeſt to the 
Sacrament, thou makeſt thy ſelf guilty 
of the body and blood of Chriſt, and thou 
eateſt and drinkeſt damnation to thy 
ſelf. 

1 intreat you to conſrder theſe things, 
and let th&m prevail with you, to y-el4 
up your ſelves by covenant to the 
Lord. Have you done ' this already ! 
This indeed you profeſſed to do, in 
your Bapti/m, but have you done it 
in good earneſt? Are ye agreed with 


God upon the terms? In covenants 


the 


L 
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the parties mult be agreed upon the 
terms, or elſe they will not proceed to 
covenant: Are God and you agreed 
upon the terms ? They are theſe; that 
you ſhould put away your fins, break 
your league with Hell, ſubmit your 
ſelves to God, te be ruled by him, be ho- 
ly, conform to his laws: Do you like 
theſe terms ? It cannot be expected, 
that ever you ſhould enter into cove- 
nant. with God, till you approve of and 
aſſent to his terms and: conditions. 
Pray like them, they are very good ; 
there's nothing to be ſaid agarmft them ; 
»ho ſhould rule you but Ged ?: Who 
will rule you ſo we/{as God ? Are not 
his Jaws ſo excellent, that you may well 
be ſubjeft to them ? Is not fin ſuch an 
evil thing, that you may well part 
-with it Have you any reaſon to be 
in league with it, which will be the 
rut of your ſouls for ever? Princes 
will make their leagues with them, 
that may help them in a ſtrait; Ocan 
ſm, the world help you in a time of 
afflittion, under troubles of conſcience, 


at the hour of death, at the day of judg- 


- 'TF3 


Iſa.28.15. 


ment ! God will be a good confederate _ 


tohelpin all theſe. Fall upon your 


ſins, 


I54 


Rom.12.1, 


Dr. Prefton of 
the New Cov. 
Pall, Bulzely, 
Rutherford, 
Sedguw, & Co 
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fins, and ſo enter into Covenant with 
God. Anciently they uſed to offer ſa- 
crifices, when they made their Gove- 
nants : Pſal. 50.5. Gather my Saints 
together unto me, thoſe that have made 
a Covenant with me by ſacrifice. 
What's the ſacrifice, that you are now 
to offer up, in your covenanting with 
God ? Let it be firf- your ſelves, and 
then your: ſims; your ſelves as a brving 
ſacrifice, your ſims as a ſacrifice ſlam. 
The” Ypofile ſpeaks of 5-i« 5:7e, a Irving 
ſacrifice : give your perſons ' to God, 
as a living ſacrifice ; but now your ſms, 
like the ſacrifices in the law, they muſt 
be ſlam. O crucifie the fleſh with the 
affettions and luſts thereof, Gal. 5.24. 
Deſtroy the body of fin, Rom. 6. 6. let 
out the very heart-blood of your boſome 
corruptions: This is the way to enter 
aright into covenant with God :, As 
he confirmed hy Covenant in the blood 
of his ſon, ſo we mult begin our cove- 
nant in the blood of our ſims. But 1 
will add no more upon this; wherein 
I have been ſo large becauſe of the 
oreat zmportance of the matter: and 
yet I muſt again refer you to our wor- 
thy Divines, who have preſſed this duty 

| upon 
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upon men, much more convincingly 

than Ican do. I promiſed to ſpeak 
ſomething touching the explicitneſs of 

our covenanting with God ; but I have 

in part prevented my ſelf as to that, in 

what I have laid down concerning the 
explicitneſs of our dedication: And if 

any deſire to be further | informed 

about this, they may look into that 

excellent Treatiſe cited in the Margent, vindic. of 
where they will find both motrves and Godline(s.par, 
alſo dire#ions about expreſs, explicit *® EY 
covenanting with God. 


6. In the ſixth and /2ft place; (1 
have but one thirſt more to ſtir you up 
to, and then I ſhall cloſe this #/e, and 
that is this; ) Devote your ſelves to the 
glory of God. David here pens this 
| Pſalm, in order to the dedicating of 
his Houſe, and he begins it thus ; 
(verſe 1.) I will extol thee, O Lord, 
&c. and he would thus extol God, not 
only by praiſe, but in the courſe of his 
life, this o_ be his great deſign 
and buſineſs : To be ſet for the glori- 
tying of God, this is a great thing in . 
our Dodicerian He that truly ded:- 
cates himſelf to God, devotes him- 
ſelf to the glory of God : 1 cannot deny, 

but 
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but that this is inc/uded, in what hath 
gone before ; yet becauſe tis not ſo 
plain and expreſsthere as I would have 
it, ( it being a point of ſo _w conſe- 

uence, and ſo mſeparable trom perſo- 
nal Dedication, ) therefore 1 will 
ſpeak to it here, diſtinctly and by «« 
ſelf. And I conceive, there is not 
ſuch a cormcrdence and coalrtion betwixt 
this and the foregoing Heads, but that 
there is ſome difference. As for ex- 
ample; take ſubjeftion to the will of 
God; he that acts in obedzence to this, 
and fully reſigns up himſelf to it, he 
may be ſaid to devot#himſelf to the glo- 
ry of God, .( this being the true way of 
glorifying God: ) But here I bring in 


this, upon another account, which 


will ſomewhat diverſifie it from the 
other. There you have that, which 


doth materially tend to the glory of 
God, from the nature of the action, 
but here I am conſidering the aim, and 
the intention of the perſon : He that 
obeys God, doth that which brings glo-. 
ry tohim; he that devotes himſelt to 
the glory of God, doth not only do 
that, but this is that which he aims at 
and zntends:; There "tis fins oper#, 

here 
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here 'tis fins operants ; As a worthy 
perſon ſpeaks concerning holineſs and Dr. a_ 
godlineſs ; This ( faith he ) is the dif- pon 4 

ference between them, holmeſs more 
roperly implieth a conformety to the 
Rh and godlineſs an arm of the ſoul 
to exalt God : ſo here I may diſtinguiſh 
as to that which I am upon: but why 
do I trouble the Reader with nrcetzes ? 
To the buſineſs in hand. In general, 
let me defire you, very much to eye 
Gods glory ; let it be precious to you ; 
and let your hearts burn with an ardent 
zeal, to promote and advanceit in the 
world. Doth he deſerve the name of 
a Chriſtian, whoſe ſoul is not ſet up- 
on this? O friends, doth God ſet 
himſelf to further your good, and will 
not you ſet your ſelves to further hr 
glory ? Shall ſo much mercy be recerved 
from him, and ſhall no glory be return- 
ed to him ? When Ahaſuerus read in 
the Books, how inſtrumental Morde- 
cat had been to' preſerve his life, he 
asks, what honour and dignity hath been 
done to Mordecaifor thu ? Pray do you 
call for the Book of mercies, ( tis a 
vaſt volume, in every page and line 'tis 
hlled up with mercy, ) read it a little ; 
there 


Fſth 6.3. 
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there you'l find creating mercy, pre- 
ſerving mercy, redeemmg mercv, and 
the many great things which God hath 
done for you : Now ask, what glo 

hath God had for all this? I tear but 
very little; how ſhould this fill us with 
ſhame and preef! O ſhall we not pay 
God his Luit-rent, or his Rent-charge ? 
Doth he prote&t our perſons, eſtates, 
houſes * &c. ſhall we withhold his 
Tribute and Cuſtoms ? You know what 
I mean by this. What a condeſcenſron 
isit, that the great God will receive 
any honour from ſuch poor worms as 
we are? How ſhould this rarſe and 
heighten our zeal? Do any loſe by 
promoting his glory? In advancing 
God, we advance our ſelves ; by this, 
we gain honour to our ſelves; this is 
a thing that we are very ambitious of, 
'tis a ſweet morſel that we are very 
greedy of : Now the beff, the ſureſt 
way to attain this, is for us to endea- 
vour by all means to honour God , for 
he tells us, He will honour them that 
honour him, T Sam. 2. 30, The Ro- 
mans ſo placed the Temple of honour, 
that there was no coming at it, but | 
through the Temple of vertue. Would 


you 
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you :4rrive at honour indeed ? never 
think to come to it, but by your en- 
deavours to exalt God. To conclude 
this; Do you expect to be glorifr'd 
with God in Heaven, and ſhall not he 
be glorified by you on earth ? Doth not 
that deſerve all you are, or can do, in 
order to the glorifying of God ? O ſet 
your ſelves therefore to further this 
glory of God: If you miiy do it any 
way, whether by doing or ſuffermg, y1js.c.20. 
whether by life or death, it Chriſt may 
be but magnified, 'tis no matter what 
it coſts you ; and though you decreaſe, 
and go down in the world, if Chriſt 
may increaſe, and God may be honours- Joh. 3.30. 
ed, do you rejoyce. How ſhould we 
carry it, like Perſons zndeed dedicated 
to God, if we were thus zealous for 
Gods glory; 'tis not enough to talk of 
| this, orto do ſomething in a ſlzghty, 
. Careleſs, perfunflory manner, in order 
toit; but we muſt fudy, plot, con- 
trive, att to our utmot, devote our 
ſelves to the glory of God. 

More particularly, 1 will leave two 
things with you : 

1. Let your deportment and conver- 


ſation be ſuch, that God may be glorifi- 
ed. 
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Matth.5.46. ed. Let your light ſo ſhine before men, 
that they-may ſee your good works, and 
lorifie your Father which u m Heaven : 

( ſo Chriſt exhorts you. )- The matter 
of our [ives ſhould be ſuch, or our lives 

( materially conſidered ) ſhould be 
ſuch, as that glory to God might re- 
ſult from them. This g/ory of God, 
* lies in the d:/playing and manifeſting of 
hy glorious Attributes and - excellencies, 
to and before the world: (1 ſpeak of 
Gods manifeſtative glory,) Fob. 17. 4. 
compar. with verſe 6. Numb. T4. 21. 
Lewvt. to. 3. Pſal. 52. 19. YXou that 
proteſs your ſelves a dedicated people, 
do you fo live, that you may d:/play 
and manifeſt Gods infinite perfeFtions, 
that you may make them w/zble and 
conſpicuous, to the world : ve out the 
holineſs, miſdom, mercy, goodneſs of ' 
God ; that thoſe that ſee your conver- 
fations, may ſee much of God in them : 
The Apoſtle ſpeaks of holding forth the 
word of life, Phil. 2. 16. There is an 
holding forth of the God of life, as well 
as of the word of life. And the Saints 
are ſaid to be a choſen generation, a roy- 
al Prieſthood, a om people, that 

Y they ſhould | ſtew forth | the wertues of 
him, 
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him, who hath called them out of dark». 
neſs inta bis marvellous light, 1 Pet. 2. 
g. Dedicated perſons muſt frew forth. 
the exceltencies of the: hlefled God; 
in their deportment: 'tis not enough 
for them, in their own thavghts, to ac- 
knowledge and admire them, but they 
muſt #4», ſhew them forth to 
others. O let us often put this en- 
quiry to our ſelves, Do we. fo lwoe, as 
that the Attributes of God are made vi 
ſible and conſpicuous in aur comverſati> 
ons ? 

2. Let the glory of God be your ſu- 
pream aud main end, both in the hole 
life, and alſo in particular attons. +. 

I. As to the whole life; take it in 
the /ump and maſs, this ſhould be eve- 
ry mans end in life, to exalt God. . ft 
Lord thou art my God, I mill exalt thee; 
I/a. 25.1. We lie, but what is the 
end which we propound ta our ſelves 
in living ? Many carry it, as though 
they propounded no end at all to them- 
ſelves ; they come into the world, and 
know not wherefore, and then go out of 
the world, they know not whither. O 
that any ſhould be ſo brutzb! what a 
ſad thing is it, when there ſhall be ar 

M end 


162 __ Perſonal Dedication. . Chap. 4: 
end to terminate life, that there is no 
end, to raiſe and elevate life! The 
moſt have an end, but tis not ths end : 
That which they aim at, is to get 
wealth, to be great in the world, to 
pleaſe the fleſh, to pamper the ſcnſu- 
al part, to make proviſion for poſteri- 
ty, &c. - But as to the glorifying of 
their Creator and Maker, that they 
never intend. * This is ſad; are theſe 
ends fit for a man? Much more, are 
they fit for a Chriſtian? O that mens 
profeſſion ſhould be ſo high, and their 
ends ſo low! Letit be otherwiſe with 
you ; let the end of your life be Gods 
glory: An end makes the man, this end 
makes the Saint. Here lies the excel- 
lency of a-man above a beaſt, he pro- 
pounds ar end to' himſelf, and acts 
accordingly. Here lies the excelency 
of the Sarnt above a man, hs end is the 
glorifying of God; this is a bleſſed end 
indeed ; let it be yours. If you L:ve, 

Rom 14.7- {ve to God, if you dye, dye to God, in 
both eye God as your principal end : 
The perſon and the /ife, arc to be-judg- 
ed by the end; when the glory of God 
is the end, then perſon ans. life are tru- | 
ly excellent. God judges not of men 


by 
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by particular as, but by their fixed 
«a1 ultimate end. O as life is ders- 
ved from God, let it be devoted to 
God : As his mercy is the ſpring of life; 
let his glory be the end of life. What 


unſpeakable comfort and holy confidence 


' will this give you, when you come to 


dig, if you be ſincere in this. At the 


ending of life, 'tis the end of life that 
ſweet. *Twas ſo to Chriſt, I have glo- 
rified thee on the earth, &c. And now, O 
Father, glorifie thou me, &Cc. Toh. 17: 
4, 5. To Paul, To me 
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to live is Chriſt, and to ® Hie bis proponitur; quis fit pre» 

-_ © : . ſtantiſſimus vite ſcopus. Scoran, 
drew ganz, hil. 1.21. Omnes vile mee attiones ac perpeſ- 
* The words are Vari- fiones ad Chriſt: gloriam tendunt; 
. h (& dir-#2 ſunt. Pilcat. Vitam me» 
ouſlyinterpreted,butt C am Chriſto (fy Evang:lio conſecr 4s 


molt of Interpreters vi. tſthios; 
put this ſenſe upon | 
them; Paul liv'd Chriſt, Chriſt was 
the matter and the end of his life; and 
upon this, death was gaimto him. It 
you would be holy in life, happy in 
death, aim at nothing in your genera 
courſe, ſhort of Gods glory. 

2. Let this be your end in particular 
attions: theſe are of ſeveral kinds, 
ſome are Natural, ſome Moral, ſome 


Spiritual , and the particular acts un- 
M 2 det 


— 
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der theſe are #inumnerable; - well, let 
all be referred to the glory of God; 
whatever you do, whether you eat, or 
drink, or trade, or converſe, or pray 
or | hear, in every action intend and 
aim at ths. It cannot be imagined, 
that a man in every individual aCt, 
ſhould formally apd 


* Non oportet ut ſemper aliquis cogi- *explicitly intend Gods 


tet de ultimo fine, quandocun 


virtws prime intentionis, Que e 

. reſp: Au ultimi finis manet in quoli» 
ber appetitu cujuſcunque rei, eti- 
amſs de ultims fine attu nen cogite- 
tur, ficut non oportet, qudd qui va- 
dit per viam, in quoliber paſſu co- 
| grtet de fine. Aquin. 1. 2. Qu. 1, 
Art.6, 


ye 
aliquid appetit vel operatur : fed 


Fd 


glory : but this is the 
bent of the heart, and 
a gracious perſon char- 


ges this upon himſelf, 


( as far as tis poſſible, ) 
explicitly to eye it; 
and where he doth not 
come up to this, yet 


his main tendency is that way. As the 
Traveller doth not think of the place 
whither he is going, every ftep of his 

way, but there's his aim, and there- 


fore he keeps on in his way, and often he 


revives upon his —__ whither he 
is going : Thus 'tis here, in a belic- 


Duobu modus referri aliquid ad 
Dei gloriam dicitur z jam forma- 
li:er of explicit, &c. Voſſins, 
Theſ. Theolog. de Virt. Gentil. 
Th.2 p.559. 


vers eyeing of the glory 
of God, as his end in all 


bis aftions. Let this 
be done by you; In 


_ every thing that God 


doth, 
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doth, his glory is his end: In Creation, 
in Providentral Atts, in ſpecial Atts of 
Grace, ſtill his glory rs hs end; I have 
created him for my glory, Ia. 43.7. I 
wrought for my names ſake, Ezek. 20. 
9. ' To the praiſe of the glory of his grace, 
( or glorious grace, ) Eph.1.6. Should 
not we :mit4te God in this, in every 
thing we do, to make his glory tobe 
our end alſo? Take heed of other ends, 
eſpecially in rel:gious acts: we arc #00 
apt to give way to bad ends, in the beſt 
attions : Bow often do we make God 
the objet# of worſhip, when Self is the 
end of it ? What horrid hypocrefie is 
this! how is God provoked by it ! Sin- 
cerity and hypocriſie are beſt diſcovered 
by a mans ends in what he doth: An 
Hypocrite may do much, but he can 
never ſincerely arm at Gods honour. 
And all that he doth, is all fpozled, 
becauſe his end is naught. As in the 
caſe of Fehu,he did that 
which was according to Auicquid boni fit ab homine, & non 
the will of God, but "er vere fapiriaprecipht er 
ſelf was his end, he aim- fþ officio videatuy bomum, 1pſo non 
ed at his own applauſe, I GOES 
( Come ſee my zeal for 
the Lord of Hoſts, 2 Kings 10.16.) And 

M 3 there- 
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therefore all that he did was ev/ in the 
ſight of God; he counted it' but mur- 
der, Hoſ. 1. 4. O how many mens 
preaching, praying, &C. is turned inta 
ſin, becauſe /elf is that, which they 
aim at in all. "Tis the end that ſpecs- 
fies the attion, and gives a goodneſs and 
reftitude to it, (according to the 
known maxim in Philoſophy: ) A 
good end will not make a bad action 
good, but a bad end will make a good 
action bad, *Tis one thing to do 
what is good, and another thing to do 
itwe#; *tis never well done, but when 
grace is the principle, the word the rule, 
and the glory of God the end. God 
ſtands much upon this, he will be ho- 
noured as mens end: He being the 


firſt cauſe, he muſt be and w1l/ be, the 


aft end, Rom. 11.36. O'tis one of the 


greateſt preces of 1dolatry, to make ſelf 
ones end, And therefore be very care- 
ful here, that z» all you eye Gods glo- 
ry as your laft end: do that which may 
be ſeen, ( Matth. 5. 16. ) but take heed 
of doing any thing to be ſeen, Matth. 
G. 5. In the whale courſe of life, in eve- 
ry att:on, ſay ( with the holy Father ) 
Propter te Domine, Propter te Domine. 
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F live, *tis for zhee, thisand that 1doj 
"tis for thee : As far as I can. poſſibly 
go, in all things, 'tis ty glory that I 
2im at. Thus let everyone: devote 
himſelf to Gods glory : : Nothing ſport of 
this will be Perſonal Dedication. And 
ſo I have done with thes Hſe. 


CHAP. 5. 


Direbtions, ſhewing in whet manner 
Perſonal Dedication. muſt be 
 Mmanaged::. 
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T TAving thus fully urg'd the duty Uſe 4. 


upon you, (both in the genera} 
and alſo in the ſeveral branches of it,) 
my next work, is to give you ſome 
Dire&tons about it; and I will here, 
I. Shew you, after what manner you are 
#0 dedicate your ſelves to God: 2. What 
you are to do, inorder to the prattice of 
}. | 
As to thefirft, I will lay before you 
a few Direttions. 
I. Let your Dedication be entire ; 


( or) dedicate your ſelves entirely to the 
M 4 Lord ; 
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Lord; for 'tis not fmcere, if it be not 
entire: Many think . they dedicate 
themſelves to God, 'when they do but 
deceive themſelves, becauſe they do 
not do this eritirely. I ſhall only in- 

| ſtance intwo Heads, unto which, that 
( which I am upon) doth mainly refer ; 

and they are Donation and SubjeFron. 
I. There is Donation, the giving of 
a mans ſelf to God; this is a matn 
thing in Perſonal Dedicatron ; now ſee 
that you do this entirely; that you 
give whole ſelf to God, without all baſe 
reſerves : God will have a or nothing : 
Reſervations in this caſe are very dan- 
gerous : You know what betel 4nanas 
and Sapphirz::upon their reſerves, in 
keepmp buck part of the prace of the land, 
Aﬀts 5.3, 5, T'c. when you pretend 
to give your ſelves to God; take heed 
* Dane. $3-10- of keeping back any thing from him; 
Levit.5.32. & ©0© bife of your ſouls will be-cndanger'd 
18,9. by i& Ine? burnt-offering was: tq be 
—_— oftered up wholly ;” Head, and Body, 
Ho'ocanſt:rum and Legs, and Entrals, all were to be 
Months diſcs burnt.on the:Altar : ( therefore it was 
mw: Hilocau- Called *ixroon, ) and in this, it differed 


ſta lunt, que ſuper Alt are integra concremantur. Vilime of Hoſtie,qua-= 
rum pars offertur Altari, pars ſacerdotibus traditur. Hieron. in c. 56. 
Eiaiz, Vid. Gualrperium in Marc, 12. 33. de Holocauſtis. 


from 
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from the peace-offering and thank-offer- 

ing, where part was Gods, 'and part 

the Prieſts, and part the offerers.” We 

muſt be as the burni-offerme, all with- 

out us, within as, all that we are, or 

have,. muſt be dedicated to God { no- 

thing muſt be kept. for our ſelves, 

( bur only in ſubordination to God: ) 

The Apoſtle ( in that Scripture ſo often 

cited ) bids us, to preſent our ſelves 2 

living ſacrifice: Now (as Grotzus ob- 

ſerves) this Sis, the general word 

( ſacrifice ) per exceblentiam dicitur de 

Holocaufto : ( ſo 'tis often taken :) ſo 

that we muſt not only offer up our 

ſelves to God, but we muſt-ofter our 

ſelves as an Holocauft: And this is that 

which I am driving at; our giving of 

our ſelves to God muſt be entere. As 

for example ; we are made up of body 

and ſpirit, both are Gods, and both 

muſt be g:*ven to him, I Gor. 6. 20. 

We have an heart, that muſt be given 

too; that God in ſpecial calls for, * 1 60g, 

Prov. 2.3.26. My ſon, give me thy That i 

* Heart: All we give is nothing with- That thou 

out this; God wi not your eſtates, /wldft it f 

your external ſervices, it you with- ran op 

hold your heart from him; where's pom em. P. $4. + 
ove 
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love to:God, if you do not giver him 
the hexrt ? As Dalilah ſaid: to her 
Husband; Fudg. 16. 15. How canſs thou 
ſay, I love thee, when thine heart is not 
with me? Ah, and God will have the 
whole heart too: He loves a broken 
heart, but not a divided heart: Tis 
ſaid of Foftah, He turned to the Lord 
with all bus heart, and with all bs ſoul, 
2 Kings 23. 25. O it you dedicate your 
ſelves to God, let him have a// the 
heart and all the ſoul : The heart is the 
ſeat of the affettions ; to give the heart, 
and all the heart to God, it is, to let al 
the affe&t:ons in their greateſt fervour 
run out after him : How doth- the 
Creature pleaſe God, when his /ove, 
delight, joy, deſire, fear, are princi- 
pally placed upon himſelf: Again, 
you have parts, gifts, abilities, mte- 
reſts, eftates, give all to God. He 
grves to you, that.you may give to him ; 
whatever gifts or endowments . you 
have, you had them from God, let 
them be imployed for. God : May be 
you are men of zntereff, O that you 
would improve it for God; or. you 
have full eftates, honour God with your 
ſubſtance ; you ſhall not loſe by it, So 

ſhall 
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ſhall thy barns be filled with plenty, and 
thy preſſes ſhall burſt out with new wine, 
Prov. 3. 9, 10. you have them for thy 
end; God doth not give men riches, 
that they may ſpend and gratifie their 
luſts, that they may live high, wear 
rich apparel, build magnificent Houſes ; 
but that they may do good, and ſerve 
and” honour the Donor with all they 
have. Gz#veback your eftates to God ; 
that is, reſign them up to hismil/ 3; im- 
ploy them in his ſervice, improve them 
for his glory, be ready to part. with 
them for his ſake: d, that where 
God hath given theſe things, he 
would alſo give an: heart; :thus to re- 
turn them to himſelf. I beſcech you 
conſider what you have, within, with- 
out, and let God have it all: This is 
to be ent rein your giving, and ſo con- 
ſequently in your Dedication. In the 
Covenant of Grace, God iggirely. gives 
himſelf and his All to us, in our Ded:- 
cation we mult do the ſame to him; -as 
upon that I can fay, Deus meus & om- 
nia, God is mine, and ſoall is mine; 
ſo upon thx I muſt ſay, Ego fuus & 
omnia, I am bis, and all that I haves 
Hs. t 
2.Sccond: 
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me: Ver. Syrt- 
ad. 
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2. Secondly, There is-ſubjefions © 


in reference to this, your dedication 
mult be entire: According to the en- 
tireneſs of a. mans ſubjefton, ſo is the 
entireneſs of his dedication; the cntire- 
neſs of the former, lies in the «univer: 
fality of obedience to the whole will of 


God; when the heart is brought obe- ' 


dientially tocloſe with every command 
of the word, then its ſubjett50n is en- 
tire and full. Thus then you muſt 
dedicate-your ſelves, be willing to live 
in an univerſal ſubjettion to Gods will : 
As there muſt be no reſerves in giving, 
ſo there muſt be no reſerves or partia- 
lity in dotng : Give all and do all, then 
the dedication is right and genuine. 
This is ( in the phraſe of the Apoſthe,) 
elupwena; Thy eraxtiy, FO fl ulfil obedience, z 
Cor. 10. 6: to * fulfil after God, ( ſo'tis 
in the Orzginal,) ('tis, ſpoken of Gz- 
teb,) _ 24. to be compleat in 
all the wilt” of God: Col. 4. - fo be 
righteous 18 all the commandments of 
God, (as'tis ſaid of Zechary and Eli 
zabeth,) Luke 1.6. O let ' it be thus 
with you; whoever thou art, that 
profeſicſt thy ſelf to be a Chriſtian, 
and that thou haſt dedicated thy ſelf 

| to 
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to God, look to the extent of ' thy obe- 
dience, that it be adequate and com- 
menſurate to the whole will of God: 
where the heart is ſincere, it will be 
thus; as lines that are freight, put 
them together, they will all along be 
contiguous ; ſo where the heart is r:ght, 
it ſuits and joyns with the whole law, 
when you bring it thereunto. Davids 
ſincerity lay in this; 'twas a very high 
charatter that God gave of him, when 
he ſtiled him, 4 man after hu own 
beart : now what was this grounded 
upon ? upon his zntegrity in his obedi- 
ence : As 13.22. 4 man after my own 
heart, which ſhall fulfil all my will. He 
that is for a ful/ compliance with Gods 
will, he's juſ# ſuch a perſon as God 
deſires, he hits exactly with hes beart. 
O firs, that you would come up to 
this; be not partial in your obedience, 
that's to be as a cake bak'd on? one-fide : 
Ephraims partiality is ſet forth by 
that alufion, Hoſ. 7. 8. Let me aſſure 
you, where your obedzence is partial, 
your dedication is but hypocritical. 
Many go very far, they do much, and 
they ſeem to come very near the mat- Mr. Vines ap- 
ter, and yet they fall ſhort, on A - 
| EIC 
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here they, are defective. There's a 
great difference betwixt obeymg in part, 
and being partial in obedtence: The 
firſt is from the imperfettion of the 

ſtate, the other is from the hypocriſie of 
the heart: He that obeys in part, 
would do more, and is troubled that he 
«doth no more : he that is partial in 
obedience, thinks he doth enough, and 
if he ſhould do more he would do too 
much : The beſt of Saints obey but in 
part, but "tis your ſincere profeſſors 
that are partial in their obedience, 
Take heed of this I beſeech you: do 
not pick and chuſe, to keep one com- 
mand, and to break another, but car- 
ry an equal refpett to all, then you ſhall 
not be aſhamed : Pal. 119. 6. Then 
ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have re- 

— ſpett to all thy Commandments. 
E But that I may be more particular 
in this Head, let me ſay two things to 
you, (andI pray that God will make 
them effetual : ) Cheriſh no ſin, Baulk 
no duty; Do nothing, ( I mean, willing- 
ly, allowedly, defignedly,) that God 
forbids, Do every thing ( to the ut- 
moſt of your firength) that God en- 
joyns. 

1. Los 
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x1. Let no fin be cheriſhed by- you, 2 
Tim. 2. 19. Let every one that nameth 
the name of Chriſt, depart from miquity : 
The indefinite is equipollent to the uns- 
werſal ; .he that names the name of 
Chriſt, and ſays, he hath dedicated 
himſelf to Chriſt, he muſt not a/ow 
himſelf in any one ſin, he muſt depart 
from all iniquity. The word is full of 
prohibitions againſt every fin, and of 
commands, to part with every in; 
( but I need not quote them in ſo 
knowna thing:) O if you would in- 
deed dedicate your ſelves, mortifie 
every corruption, put away every ſin, 
let not one Agag live, not one Dalilah 
Or Herodias lie in your boſoms ; eſpe- 
cially let the right eye be ulled our, Matth.5 29. 
and the right hand be cut oft; the De- 
liftum dNeBlum, (as Aug. calls it,) 
let that go. Thou haſt not given thy 
ſelf to God, ſo long as thou haſta 
Peccaturs in delicits, entertained and 
cheriſhed by thee. O what ſubtile in- 
ſfinuations, and pleadings are there in 
our hearts for fin , pray anſwer them 
with abborrence and deteſtatiron. Their 
great plea is the ſmalneſs of the ſin; 
they ſay, as Lot of Zoar, Is it not 4 
little 


G-n.19 20. 
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little ove? O beloved,' do not hearken 
to your naughty hearts; can any fin 
be little, that is the vio/atron of an holy 
Law, and committed apainſt a great 
God ? Though it be but petty Treaſon, 
will you make nothing ot it ? will not 
little ſins leave much guilt, and ſodo 
you much miſchief ! e Many liitle ſums 
make the account ſwell to a great lum ; 
little ſands make the great mauntarns ; 
and /ittle drops make the great Ocear. 

8; cararepor- Do not livtle fins make way for great 
va negligimus, fins ? He that allows himſelt in a little 
bs marr i fm, will not long ſtay there ; he'l go 
reretiamma- On tO greater fins. If the little Thief 
Jora perperra- get into the houſe, the great ones will 
Mor.1. x0. not beout long. Little ippings end 
C.14. in drunkenneſs, ( it they be often reite- 
rated) as well as full draughts: the 
cloud that is very ſmall at the firſt, in 
4 little time. over-ſpreads the whole 
* See Dr. Ty. Heaven. The * Jeſs the fin, the high- 
br of Repent. er the contempt, for this ſhews, that 
OO the ſcul can break with God, for a ve- 
ry trifle : O do not ſtand mincing of 
the matter, if it be 4 ſin, have nothing 

to do with it. 
2. Let no duty be baulked: To do 
all that God commands, and therefore 
| becauſe 
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becauſe: God commands: it, this is-a 
moſt certain evidence of a gracious 
heart. Andſhall it beſo with you 2? 
O the time is baſtening, . when one good 
evidence of ſincerity, will be more tg 
you, than all your Writun2s,. Deeds; 
Evidences fox your worldly . polletſi- 
ons: you cannot have a» better than 
this, to conform to the. nhole will of 
God,' in ,dging 4// that he requires 3 
and: therefore: labour: after -it, Saul 
did ſomething, but he did not. a// that 
was commanied, and:that /oft him his 
Kingdon). :;.How many::loſe Heaven 
by. their being partial. in the law of 


God: .As for dutics that are eafte and- 


ſafe, they:can ſubmit to them, but as 
ro thoſe; that' have much. of difficulty 
and danger in: them, here they ſhrink, 
and beg Gods excuſe; 
yaur Colas take heed of eb; let the” 


duty be never. {6. parnful, let Act and: '/ 


blood never. ſo-:much oppoſe it, be it 
never ſo contrary to your Carnal inte- 
reſts and inclinations, doth it expole 
you.to.nexer. ſo. many hazards, loſſes, 
eroſſes in the world, yetif it hath Gods 
amp and impreſs upon it,..Field; obe- 
diencc to it ; O this is dedication it 
N deed 


As;ou lovG1s1y . 
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deed! Suppoſe it ſhould be the offer- 
ing up of an only ſon, ſuppoſe it ſhould 
be pray and die, or own a reproached, 
ſcorned, perſecuted Chriſt, or taking 
up the croſs of Chriſt, and forſaking all 
for him; I ſay, ſuppoſe it- ſhould 

, be this or that, will you ſay, Lord, 
let it be what it will, I will do it, ( ac- 
cording to my ſtrength.) this is to 
be a Chriſtian. O conſider, there's 
the ſame authority for ai/dutics, that 
God who enjoyns the one, ' enjoyns the 
otheralſo : There is ſuch a' connexion 
betwixt them that if you .leave out 

one, youleave out all; 


any one Commandment, ventures. d 


to violate that Authority, which by OT commiſſion isa viola- 


one _ _ ny, _ tion of 'the 'mhole law ; 
the whole Law equally binding,.... WL 4 
and by conſequence is habitually, © ſo.you have it expreſly, 
and in prxparatione Anjmiy' 4 Fam. 2. 10,TT. Tisa 


Ree Of Chrii. p67, 2 © good ſpeech of * Sal- 
* De Provid. L. 3. © - ran, Noneft juſta cau- 
 fatiocur preferantur ali- 

qua, ubi facienda ſunt. omnia ; . There 

can be no juſt reaſon, of preferring ſome 

duties before others, when all is to be 

done : And again, wands ſervus ex 

Domint ſut juſſis ea facit tantummodo 

que velit, jam non Dominicam implet 

| volun- 


Part i. Perſonal Dedication. 79 
voluntatem, ſed ſuam;; When the. ſer- 
vant picks and chuſes, mm his maſters 
commands , and only doth what he 
himſelf hath a mind to, he doth not do 
his maſters will, but his own. Many 
ſuch conſiderations might be.alledged 
but I muſt contract; - O fulfil after 
God; let the duty be: what it will; 
'tis gvod; ,the aſſiſtance of God ſhall 
make it eafie, and the .recompenc#,of 
God, ſhall make it gamful. This: is 
the firſt thing, your dedication. tnult 
be entire, and I have ſhewn, whertin 
the entireneſs of it conſiſts; |! 2: 

2. Secondly, Let your dedication be 
conſtant and perpetual, ( or) let it befor 
conflancy and perpetuity, As it 'muſt 
be entire without reſerves, ſo it mult 
be conftant, ( or for conſtancy ) with: 
out {imitation of time. This is furs 
ther requiſite to the truth and reality of 
Perſonal Dedication ; '* what is true is + pojpeiua ac 
lafting, what is feigmed is not ſo: _ Jus 
Paint ſoon waſhes off, 'bat the colour 1 P 
that is natural abides; and is permg- perſeverant. 
nent. "Tis perſeverance and conſtan- oy 
cy, which makes the difference -be- 
twixt profeſſor and profeſſor; and ſo 
betwixt Dedication and Dedication. 

N 2 Da 
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Do you defire tp. dedicate your ſelves 


tothe bleſiſed* God, and to do this to 


purpoſe ? Then do it for for ever ; let 
it be, for al the days of your life, 
(Luke 1.75: ) Thus David did, Pal. 
TIg- 182-1 have enchned mine heart to 
perform thy ſtatutes alway even unto the 
end. And (verſe 117.) I will have 
itfpett unto thy ftatutes continually. O 
bleſſed David! not ſo much becauſe a 
King, as becauſe a ſmcere ſelf-dedica- 
ing Sant. K 
i F ſhall not need to ſpeak much to 
this, by way:of enforcement; do but 
look into the nature of the af, and in- 
to the. ſeveral parts of this dedication, 
and-they ol/ call for this perpeturty: 
You do therern' grve your ſelves to 
God; and will you give and take away 
again'? We do not ke that in\ our pet- 
ty gifts, will God [the it ? In deadrcati- 
ov you make over your ſelves, asa free 
gift, and tliat without all power of re- 
vocation : men , ſometimes..give an 
eſtate, but they :xeſerve a power of re- 
vocation; and therefore they may «l- 
ter, null, withdraw their gift, as they 
ſee good : But 'tis not ſo inthe crea- 
tures giving b1wmſelf to God, tor this 


he 
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he doth #rrevocably,” irreverſibly: If 
you will dedicate.. your fſelves,. you 
muſt thus do; give your love, fear, 
| ſervice, obedience to God for ever; and 
if ſo, then you muſt be conftant. In 
dedication, you bind. your” ſelves to 
God, to be his; tor how long? for for 
ever, *Tis not here, as 'tis inthe 
caſe of a Servant, or an Apprentice, 
who bind themſelves to their maſters 
for ſuch 4 term of years, and when they 
are expired, then they-are free from 
their ob/igation, and are'at their own 
diſpoſe again; I ſay 'tisnot fo here; 
but 'tis, as in the conjugat-bond 'twixt 
husband and wife, where the parties 
enter into a mutual obligation, to 
bind ſo long as life ſhall lafft. In deds- 
cating your ſelves to the: Lord, you 
enter into an everlaſting" obligation to 
him, to. be 4s, world without end: 
As it was with the ſervant that was bo- 
red, Exod. 21. 5,6. If the ſervant ſhall 
plainly ſay, Tlove my maſter, my mife, 
and my children, I will not go out free : 
Then hu maſter ſhall bring him unto the 
* Fudges, 8&0. and his maſter ſhall bore 
hy ear through with an Aull, and he ſhall 
ſerve him for ever : So here, O( ſaith 

| N 2 the 


182 


Perſonal Dedication. Chap. 5; 
the ſelf-dedicating Chriſtian, ) I love 
God, 1 like his ways, I ove him all my 
ſervice, I will not- go from him, I will 
ſerve him whilſt I live; and therefore I 
here dedicate & bind my ſelf to him to 
make this good; can he now afterwards 
recede from this, & leave God,when he 
hath entred into. ſuch an eternal obhiga- 
tron? I might alſo ſpeak to the other 
branches of ſelk-dedication; as the 
fixedneſs of the reſolution, Alienation 
for Gods Uſe,  Devotedneſs to hy glory, 
they all include and convote ſtability, 


 Fonſtancy, perpetuity; ſp that without 


thi, there can bene dedication. Oh, 
it you would do this throughly, you 
muſt be Gods for ever. There muſk 
be no conditions, no Ifs and Ands in the 
matter, your dedication muſt be abſ0- 
lute; and there muſt be no changings 
or alterations or withdrawines in the 
matter, your dedication muſt: be per- 
manent and everlaſting. | 
2. Thirdly, Let zt be free, 'volunt a- 
ſy, ſpontaneous : Doit & aromiro'c wn ingicc, 
not by conſtraint, but willingly, ( as the 
Apoſtle exhorts' Elders, with reſpect 
to the feeding.of the«flock of God, I 
1 gt. 5.2.) Selfrdedjcation muſt not 
be 
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be a thing: extorted from you, but it 

muſt be the matter of your chorce : 

P/al. 119. 30. I have choſen the way of 

truth, He that offered a burnt ſacri- - 
fice, he was to offer it of his own volun- 

tary will, ( as 'tis exprefied, Exod. 1. 

3.) And. indeed in ail offerings God ' 

{tood upon this willingneſs, Exod. 25. 

2. Of every man that giveth it willingly 

with hw heart, ye hall take my offering : 

"Twas the great commendation of the 

Fathers and Princes of the Tribes of Iſ- 

rael, &c. they offered willingly, 1 

Chron. 29.6. And'tis recorded to the 

honour of Amaſiah, He willingly offered 

himſelf unto the Lord, 2 Chron. 17. 

16. Dedication-work is offering-work ; 

God expects, that you ſhould freely, 
willingly, chearfully offer up your 

ſelves to him. O be a willing people 

in the day of Gods power, Pſal. 110. 3. 
Dedicating perſons, they are to be 
Amminadib, a willing people, * Cant. « x, cy,jins 
6. 12. I ſay, be you ſuch; let your of my willing 
dedication come off freely and readily : $725, *nnoe 


you have no reaſon to ffick at this : Nadib, 1hat is 

| my voluntary, 
free people. The Greeh putteth both words in one; make it a proper 
Wame ; TheCharjors of Aminallab; it rather denoteth the people of 
Chriſt, which are voluntiers inthe, &c, Ainſw. in Cant. 6.12. 
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"Tis never well with you, till thi be 
done , you never ſo much conſult your 


own intereſt, . or advance your own 


g00d, as when you dedicate your 
ſelves to God. Are ſinners ſo willing 
to reſien up themſelves to fin and Sa- 
tan, will not you be wilhing, to reſign 
up your ſelves to God 7 _— you 
give away your ſelves in this act ; but 
'tis to God; can ſelf be better given 
than to him ? Do you do more to God, 
than what he doth to you ? Are you 
hot betrer in hy hands, than in your 
own? Is thisany thing more, than the 
paying of x debt, and will you not wil- 
lingly pay your debts ? 'Tis. true, in 
this you ſartender up your ſelves, but 
*tis to the will of God ; and is not this 
ſuch an excellent will, that you may 


thus do, with the greateſt readineſs ? 


What is Gods will, but a draught or 
copy of his own holmmeſs? ( which is his 
glory, ) What do youdo in this, but 
take the right way, to live as God 
hives, and {o( according to your mea- 


ſure, to partake of his —_ EX- 


cellencies? And ſo I might go on to 
the reſt ; you have the higheſt atrra- 
fArves, tv moſt alluring arguments 


that 


- id 
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thatare imaginable, to draw: you to 
this dedication; O therefore with al 
alacrity and: readineſs, come up to it. 
Do not doit,.\becauſe you muſt do it, 
but becauſe you w4/l doit: Devote 
your ſelves/to God, as the wife de- 
votes her felt to.the perſon, whom ſhe 
dearly loves, in relation to whom, the 
places all her felzcrry. 

4: Fourthly, Be ſpeedy mm your de- 
dication; doi not - delay or procraſti- 
nate, but fall upon the work preſently: 
"Tis the ſubtilty of Satan, tomake men 


to.delay aduty, when they cannot de- 


ny it : Though there be but few that 
do actually dedicate themſelves to 
God, yet bring me a man, who hath 
any thing to ſay againſt it; the thing 
is ſo evident, that ſurely none dare 
deny the excellency, the reaſonableneſs 
of it, and their obligation to it; but 
yet they put :t off from. time to time ; 
they are convinced it muſt be done, 
and ought to be done; but there's 
time enough for the doing of it. O 
( my brethren) take heed of this. 
Pray anſwer me, will you dedicate your 
ſelves to God, or not ? |] mult have 
your anſwer, will you dedicate your 

ſelves 
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ſelves to:God, or not? We will, (I 
encourage my ſelf to take that for your 
anſwer; ) then Igoon; when will you 
do this * When ſhall reſolutton be put 
into prattice? do you ſay, to morrow, 
the next week, the next year you'l do 
it; then your anſwer, as to the marr 
queſtion ſignifies nothing : He that 
ſays, he will dedicate himſelf to God, 
but not yet, doth in effedt ſay, he will 
never do it: delays (in this 'cafe are 
little better . than abſolute denials: 
Gods delays to us, are not denials, but 
ours to him, are ſo: O delay no long- 
er; you ſay, to mor- 


Nyamain cra, quamdin cras!? row, þereafter, why not 
quare non mod®, quare non hac he- 


14 fins twpiradins mea. Aug. now ! why not #0 day 4 
Conf. 1. 8. c, 12. why not preſently 9 


* Penitenti veniam (poſpond't, 
ſed wivendi in craftinum non ſpo- 


{jondit. 


Id. 


Have you not put 0 

God, and made him 
wait too long already ! 
Do not delays make the dedzication to 
be more difficult ? * Are you ſure of to 
morrow ? can you afſure your ſelves, 
of the gales of Grace to blow to mor- 
row! O let it be to day, while it is 
called to day, Heb. 3.13. Now ts the ac- 
cepted time, now is the day of ſalvation, 
2 Cor. 6. 2, David made haſte and de- 
| layed 
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layed not, Pal. 119. 60. Poflibly, 
ſome in the reading of theſe Papers, 
may reſolve to dedicate themſelves, 
let ſuch fall upon the duty preſenthy ; 
"tis good friking whilſt the Iron is hot : 
'tis good to hoiſt up the ſails whillt the 
wind ſerves: "Twas a good —_ of 
one, As to matters of duty, tor many 
years he had known no to morrow;(mean- 
ing, he always preſently ſet upon duty ; ) 
let it be ſo with you as to dedication: 


Seneca ſpeaks of ſome, who are always al? vivun, 
: qui ſemper vi- 


vere inciptunt, 


beginning to live, theſe he ſays, live 
zl; ſo there are ſome, who are al- 
ways beginning to dedicate themſcives, 
To day they ſay, it ſhall 


be done to morrow, and Caveamuws hunc ſcopalum differre. 
Quot hominum millia vel hanc unam 


then they put it off to & cauſam male finierunt, quia di- 
another morrow, and {o ftulerunt, minims difſerr enda. 
th i 4 Nuid craftivum ſaluti tue deſtinas? 

E convittion is ſmo- Crafting dies tavs non eft : Hoi - 


thered, and the work ernws off. Hodit gueſo, hic bord, 
jam age quod agendum eft : Cr as 
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Egoa multis 

annis craſti- 

nam n9p novie 
\ 


Senec, 


is not done. O what 77 endic ubi ts eris 2 


you find in your hearts 
to do, doit ſpeed:ly, without all fur- 
ther delays or procraſtination. Thus I 
have direfed- you as to the manner, 
how you are to dedicate your ſelves to 
God; you muſt be entire in your De- 
fication, without all reſerves; con- 
| (fant 
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fant in your Dedication, , without all 
limitation as to time; free and willing 
in your Dedication, without confiraint - 
and backwaraneſs; and ſpeedy and pre- 
ſent in your Dedication, without all 
delays. 


CHAP. 6. 
Helps to further Perſonal Dedication. 


6 ſow ſecond thing, in which I pro- 


unded to give you ſome direft- 

on, was to ſhew you, what are thoſe 
means or helps, which are proper for 
the furtherance of this ſelf-dedication. 
O that ſome ſoul might be brought to 
an earneſt deſire of ſome faithful advice 
about this : that ſome poor Creature 
might ſay ; well, I ſee what my duty 
is, Iam convinced by what hath been 
faid, that lam bound to dedicate, and 
thus to dedicate my ſelf* to: God-: But 
what ſhall I do, in order to the bring- 
ing of-my heart, to the real perfor- 
mance of it ?' In hopes that ſome may 
herein defire ſatisfaftion, 1 will lay 
down 


\ 
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down 2 few direttions. And becauſe] 
intend to be very ſhort upon this Head, 
I will only name three great helps to- 
wards it. 

1. The fir#s confideration © the firft 
ftep to fincere dedication is-ſ{crious con- 
fideration; the reaſon, why fo few 
come up to this, is the want of ferious 
weighing and confiderms of things; "tis 
rr om = he this woſ in 
their non-dedicated eftate;" if: men 
would but bethink  themſebves (-as 'tis 
1 Kings 8. 47.) and dwell thin 
in their molt fixed and kintolmphe; 
| ſurely they would cloſe with God, and 
gize/up themſelves to him :-\This is 
the foundation upon which alÞ'is butt ? 
"Twas the Prod:gals conſideration, that 
brought him home'to his fathers: Luke 
15. 17. when he' came to hnmſelf, be 
ſaid, How many. hired, &ci- firſt he 
came to hinsſelf,” (:and ſertoufly confider- 
ed what his ſtate was, and how it 
_—_— bettered,) and then, he came 
to bisfatber. _ Paralltel to this is that 
Hef. 2. 57. She ſhall follow after her to 
vers, and ſhall not overtake : them, &Cc. 
then: ſhall ſhe ſay,' F will go and return 
tomy firſt Husband, for then'was i bet- 


fer 
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ter with me than now. Here is Pens- 
tential reſolution grounded upon ſers- 
ous confideration. So David, Pal. 
TI9. 59. I thought on my ways and turn- 
ed my feet to thy teſtimonies. O what 
a powerful influence hath this upon an 
holy courſe, and indeed upon all the 
duties of Rehigion ! And therefore this 
I would urge upon you, in order to 
Perſonal Dedication: Do but conſi- 
der, what God v, what a right he hath 
to you, how you cannot be happy but 
in him, what an excellency there is in 
his ways, what a great nothing the 
world is. in compariſon of him, how 
fin debaſes you, whilſt holineſs is. your 
advancement, how neceſſary ſelf-dedi- 
cation. is to the future glory, Were 
theſe and other things duly weighed, 
certainly. you would not withheld your 
ſelves from God, or ſtand off from 
him 4 moment longer : Do but fix your 
thoughts upon what hath been /a:d 
down, to preſs the duty upon you, and 


(by Gods bleſfing,) I truſt fome- 


thing will be done in this great work. 
Some ſudden and tranſient thoughts will - 
be imeffettive, the bare reading of what 
I have wrote, will fignific but _ 

ut 
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but if the Lord will give you an heart 
to dwell upon things, and to be ſer:- 
ouſly confi iderative, t few there will be 
fome good ſucceſs. 

2. Secondly, Another great help # 
ſeif-demial : This,” thu, is the main : 
ſelf-denial-ruſt go before ſelf-dedica- 
tion; ſelf muſt'be deny'd, before ſelf 
will be dedicated: O how readily, how 
eaſily doth ſelf-dedication go on, upon 
felf-deniat: *Tis this ſelf that keeps 
us from God, and ſets us againſt 
God; till that be dethroned, God will 
never be exalted. Selt-dedication, as 
it furthers ſelt-denial, ſo tis furthered 
by/it. Our Saviour tells us, if any 
man will come after him, 'he muſt deny 
himſelf, Luke g. 23. this is, not only 
the condition of -the perſon,  ( or laid 
upon the perſon that comes to-Chriſt, ) 
but *tis the'condition gf the” aff, or 
that which'i is requsſite ty the 26? of com- 
7g-to- Chriſt;- for without” ſelf denial 


no man will come to Chriſt. - And ſo. 


*tis in the dedicating of our ſelves to 
God: As-any man \Gkecs! todo this, 
firfthe cond day himſelf; and this is 
that: which niakes ſelf dedication fo 

difficult ; it depends upon that, which 
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is one of the hardeſt dwites 3n the Gor 
fpel ; be that can deny: ſelf, can do any. 
thing. ; 


Now there is a double. ſelf, which 
mult be deny'd, in order. to Perſonal 


Dedication; that which'we-call ſinful 


ſelf, and' that which we: call worldly 


ſelf, (Imake uſe of it as a common. dt- 
ſftin&1on, but. I know .'tis not a good 
and accurate.one, for'worldly ſelf is ſin- 
ful ſelf, and fo the mempra:drvidentia 
are not oppoſita.) - : .' 1; 

I. Sinful ſelf maſt be. denied : Till 
the heart be drſengeged. and dilintang- 
led from' ir; and freed from. the love 
and dominion of fin, a man will neves 
g1ve himſelf to God ; fo long as there 
is any one luſt -predomingnt;: { 1ct it be 
what it will,:) there-will be: a. keepung 
off from (God :;: Nevet did ey dedicate 
bimſc}f tra God, but firſtfig-was ſubdus 
ed in him 3:\aker,this.3s - once done» 
ſelf-dedicetion follows is conrfe.. There: 
fore begin.mith.the heart, ite that the 
power of fin-be broken. there 3 as the 
Priefts inthe eleanſing-04 the "Temples 
they firſt began with the: Awer park of 
it, and 'dout all the uncleanneſs 
that was there : So do yon, it you 


would 


| 
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would be the Lords, by donation and 
reſignation of your ſelves, look into 
the heart, purge out that ſin that is 
there, get every corruption maſtercd, 
put it away with deteſtation, and then 
you are in your way: A man ſhall 
find, if at any time he doth but think 
of dedicating himſelf to God, if there 
be any one fin rezoning in him, this will 
make him hang off trom God, and it 
will ſmother all inclinations in him to 
that which TI am upon. O therefore 
down with finful ſelf; as fin goes downs 
God goes up in the ſoul. © 

2. Farther, worldly ſelf muſt be de- 
nied: for the carnal worldly part in the 
ſinner, always ſets it ſelf 2gainft God : 
O what ſuggeſtions, reaſonings, ſolicit a- 
tions, doth: this follow him with; to 
keep him off from God! Till a man 


therefore be crucified to the world, and G4l-5.14: 


that earthly part, that is in him be re- 
moved, there's nothing to be done. 
The young mann the Goſpel, did ſeem 
to bid farr for'this dedication, but his 
heart being unmortified to the world, 


that ſpoiF'd all: Luke 18. 22,23. God 


and the world cannot have the heart at 
the ſame time; the heart cannot be gi- 
Oo vert 
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Gal. 5-24. 


Rev.12.1. 
Col. 3.3- 


Philip. 3-8. 


ven to God, if the world hath the pre- 
poſſeſſion of it. O begin your work at 
the right end, take a right method, that 
you may make ſomething of it. Would 
you ſet upon dedzcation-work ? begin 
with crucifixion-work ; let thoſe earth- 
ly affe&ions that are in you be crucified, 
get the Moon under your feet ; be dead 
ro preſent things; look upon all here 
below, as droſs and dung; pull the 
world oft from the throne ; do this firſt, 
and then you will certaznly ſurrender 
up your ſelves to God. This is the 
ſecond means : 1 am the ſhorter in it, 
becauſe you have ſo many helps elſe- 
where about it. 

2. The third w Prayer : In conſide- 
ration you plead with. your ſelves, in 
Prayer you plead with God ; the former 
will not avail without the latter: A 
man may think and think to eternity, 
and yet be but where he was, if God 
by his mighty power doth not do the 
work : Self-dedication is. our att, but 
'tis done in Gods ſtrength: If. 26. 12. 
Thou haſt wrought all our works in us. 
The deſire of it is of God; the atftual 
performance of it is of God; He worketh 
mus both to will and to doof hu good 


pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, Philip. 2. 13-' AS none can 
come to the Son, unleſs the Father draw 
him, ( Joh. 6. 44-) ſonone can ded;- 
cate himſclf to the Father, without the 
 efficaciow,, Almighty (drawings and 
workings of the Sperie. Firit the heaxt 
is framed to this by drone grace, and 
then the perſon gives himſelf to God, 
The giving, ſelf ſurrendring, reſolving, 


ſeparating, covenanting;, G agen: 
ng part of dedication/ave each of them, 
all of them of God ; ' all brought about 


by a ſupernatural power : "Reaſon may 


ſuggeit much to further this, but. it 
will never .produce it it the ſoul: O 
therefore pray, call in. Gods belp,. ſet 


your ſelves to beg this frame, and you 


ſhall prevail. The work is ay good as 
done, when your heartsin prayer are 
drawn out after-it. | Go often to the 
throne of Grace, and plead thus with 
the God of all Grace: Bleſſed Lord,-I 
would fain dedicate my ſelf to thee, the 
defire of my ſoul is, that I may hive and 
att that, of which here I have read ſo 
much ; I have been my own too long, now 
I would be thine, entirely thine, ever- 
laſtingly thine; but I'm a poor weak 
creature, and not only unable to come up 


O 2 to 
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to this, but naturally 'm averſe to it ; 
O do thou help 'me, do thine own work 
in me ; give to me, that T may give my 


. ſelf td thee: draw me, and | mill run: 


O illuminate my underſtanding, bow my 
well, reftifie my dffeftions, work me up 
to ſelf -dental, ſet in with conſideration, 
and fully convince me: O for Chriſts 
ſake do not leave me 1m my natural non- 
dedicated condition; encline mine heart 
to an univerſal ſubjettion to thee : Do 
that imme and for me, which all crea- 
tures in Heaven and Earth cannot do: 
Let my condition in the world be what 
thou pleaſeſt, but ( Lord) let me be in 
the number of thoſe few, who do ſincerely 
devote themſelves to thee: O gplovifie 
the riches of thy grace towards me, and 
let the day of thy power ariſe upon my 
ſoul : and in fprght of all oppoſition, do 
thy work in me, that Perſonal Dedicati- 
on- may end. mm - eternal glorification. 


Thus Pray and God will hear. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 7. 


Some things in ſpecial urged upon. the 
people of God, in reference to their 


edication. 
- 


| © money I have been ſpeaking to 


men, as they lic in the general 
lump or maſs; | will now direct my 
diſcourſe to the people of God, whom 
he hath ſingled and calted out of this 
maſs; 1 will leave a few things with 
them, and fo cloſe up this firſt Head 
of Perſonal Dedication. {266 
You therefore that are Saints, t 
be ſure you have done that, which 1 
have been preſſing upon others ; for 


you are Saints, which you could not 


- be without Perſonal Dedication, ( this 


being the very forma conſiituens, or 
that which makes you to be ſo: ) Tis 
obſervable how Gods people are de- 
ſeribed, and ſet forth in Scripture, by 
thoſe things which imp) and connote 
Dedication : The Temple was dedica- 
ted, the Saints are the Temple of God, 

O 3 1 Cor. 


I97 


198 


Perſonal Dedication. Chap.y. 
x Cor. 3.17. 2 Gor. 6.16. The firſt 


fruits were dedicated, the Saints are 


firſt fruits, Fam. 1. 18. Revel. 14. 4. 


The Prieſts were dedicated, the Saints 
( in a ſpiritual ſenſe) are ſuch, 1 Pet. 
2. 5. Rev. 1.6. It being thus with you, 
that you are dedicated perſons, let me 
commend the enſuing particulars to 
'OU. 

? 1. Firſt, I would have you, often 
to revive upon your thoughts your holy 
and ſolemn Dedtcation : Tis eaſter to 
think of it, than to doit; and it 


would be of great uſe, and much to 
the advantage of the people of God, 


if they would often think of this : How 
would this further Humiliation, when 
they come ſhort in their 4uty ! How 
would this excite and quicken them to - 
every thing that. is good, be it never 
ſo hard and difficult ! How would this 
engage them to univerſal holineſs, this * 
being nothing, but what is in the 
compaſs and tenor of their dedication! 
How would this fortifte againſt all the 
arguines, reaſonings, ſolicitations of 
the fleſh! and make a perſon to ſay 
tothe fleſh, O let me alone, I muſt 
not hearken to thee, tor I have given 

. my 
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mv ſelf to God. How would thzs, ( if 

it was but duly thought of,) make 
Chriſtians to be above the world, ſo 

as not to be allured by its good, nor 
effrighted by its evil: How would this 

ennoble and greaten the ſpirits of ſuch, 

did they but conſider, who they are 

by vertue of their Dedication. The _. 
Orator tells us, He that knows himſelf, avg 1 
will percerve there 1s ſomething druine ſe havere ſenti- 
in him; he will eſteem his wit, parts, 


to oo ſome Image under a ſolemn de- ſuum ficut fi- | 


57 5h" ; . . mulachrum alt= 
dicxtion. O if the Saints did but PErreetee” 


aright know themſelves, they would rm, purabir. 
judge of themſelves, as having ſome- Tull deHep- 
thing divine in them, their perſons, 
parts, graces, comforts, their All, be- 
ing in a manner ſacred, becauſe ded:s- 
cated. O that you that are Saints, 
would often remember your Dedicati- 
on: this would produce excellent ef- 
fefts, many.more than what I can here 
mention. Tis not now to be made, 
but 'tis now to be thought of: Did we 
but think of our dedication, we ſhould 
not carry it as we do; (I fpeak it with 
much confidence.) How doth the 
power and obligation of the firſt ded:- 
cation inſentibly abate in us, becauſe 
O 4 WE 
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we do ſo ſeldom revive it upon our 
thoughts * | b 
2. Secondly, Be true to your Deaz- 

cation: You are true #n it, you are 
not as thoſe, who flatter God with 
their mouth, and lye unto him with their 
tongue ; for their heart 1s not right with 
him, they are not ſtedfaſt in his- cove- 
nant: (as'tis Pſat. 78. 36,37.) This 
isnot a thing, that you ſpeak of, or 
talk of, or profeſs to come up to, but 
you have 3ndeed, heartily, unfeignedly, 
dedicated your ſelves to God: O as 
you are truem it, be true toit 5, as you 
are {incere in your entrance, be ſo in 
your performance : Take heed of be- 
ing falſe to God and to your Deatcati- 
on. "Tis recorded of the perſons, 
whom Hezekiah imployed, that they 
brought in the Offermes, the Tithes, and 
the Dedicate things faithfully, 2 Ghron, 
31. 12. Ido but allude toit; you and 
yours are dedicate things, O deal faith- 
fully with God about them. Where- 
ini Anſw. Do not go about to re- 
ſeind or recal your Dedication. Un- 
der the Law, things dedicated, or 
devoted to the Lord, were not to be 
alienated. *Tis very expreſly prohi- 

bited, 
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bited, Levi. 27.25.29. Youare ſo 
devoted to God, will you go about to 
null, or alter, or revoke this? Would 
you be free agam, to proſtitute your 
ſelves to ſin and to the world £ Would 
you get off from the bonds that you 

avecntred into ? I know you would 
not. Keep up your Dedication, and 
walk anſwerablyto it. As the Apoſtle 
exhorts the Philippians, Only ( ſaith 
he ) /et your converſation be as becomes 
the Gofpel, Philip. x. 27. So let me 
ſay toyou, O let your converſation be 
as becomes your Dedication: Let there 
be a ſuitableneſs twixt your attings and 
:t ; often put this queſtion to your 
ſelves, doth this and that become my 
dedication? This is that which I muſt 
order my actings by. Let the confi 
deration of this put you upon holineſs, 
both in the negative and alſo in the po- 
fitrve part thereof, What? Shall I 
fin? Ithat have given my ſelf to God, 
ſhall 1 fin ? Shall {- be lodg'd in that 
heart, committed in that lite, which 
I have ſet apart for God ? Shall I wea: 
ken and falfifie my ſolemn dedication ! 
O ſn thou haſt nothing to do with me, 


I will have nothing to do with tes 
OTr 
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for lam wholly the Lords; I h: ve too 
often made a breach upon my ſolemn 
engagements, and have been too /:lſe 
to my God, but I will be ſo no more : 
I will rather break with thee than with 
God, and therefore let me alone. O 
that we could vigorouſly refilt fin, and 
all temptations thereunto, becauſe of 
our Dedication. Deut. 247. 9g, 10. 
Take heed, and hearken, O Iſrael, thr 
day thou art become the people of the 
Lord thy God: Thou ſhalt therefore obey 
the voice of the Lord thy God, and do 
his commandments and hu ſtatutes, 
which I command thee this day. Joſh. 
24.22,23. And Joſhua ſaid unto the 
people, Ve are witneſſes againſ} your 
ſelves, that ye have choſen the Lord to . 
ſerve him : And they ſaid, we are wtt- 
neſſes; now therefore put away, ſaid he, 
the firange Gods which are amongſt you, 
and encline your heart unto the Lord God 
of Iſrael. You read of the ſons of 
Athaliah, that they broke up the hvuſe 
of God, and alſo all the dedicate things 
of the: houſe of the Lord, they beſtowed 
pon Baalim, 2 Chron. 24.7. was not 
this great wickedneſs ? What will you 
do /eſs, if you take your dedicate per- 


ſons, 
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ſons, and imploy them in the ſervice 


of a baſe luff? If you harbour any 
known ſin, you are not true to your 
Baptiſmal and Aﬀual dedication. 
Can that woman be look'd upon as true 
to her conjugal obligation, that admits 
of corrivals and competitors with her 
Husband, and deflowers his bed ? 
Are you faithful to God, it you love 
any thing in compariſon of him, or in 
competition to him, and ſuffer ſome 
helliſh luſt to defile you ? O put away 
fin, keepcloſe to God, be holy, then 
you act like your ſelves : a proud, ſen- 
ſual, worldly, barren, ſinful converſa- 
tion, is very unbecoming ſuch as you 
are. I have plainly ſer before you, 
the things in which your dedication 
doth conſiſt, will you ve up to every 
one of them ? 

Let me add but this further : If you 
would be true to your dedication, ſtand 
to it ; be fixed and ftedfaſt, as to what 
you have done; God is firm to you, be 
you firm to him: Rave you not made 
a good choice? O ſtick to it! Have you 
not put your ſelves into good hands, 
and d:/þoſed very well of your ſelves, 
in giv4ng them to God? Can _ be 

| etter 
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better than where you are? Canyon 
mend your ſelves by leaving God? 


. Fob. 6. 67, 68. Will ye alſo go away? 


Lord ( faith Peter) to whom ſhall we 


Luke 9.62. 
Galat. 3.3- 


ficbr.10-39. 


go? thouhaſt the words of eternal bife. 
Have you met with any thing in God, 
orin his ways, to give you any j 
occaſion of repenting, as to what you 
have dong? Fer. 2. 5. What iniquity 
have your Fathers found in me, that th 
are gone far from me ? Did you mdent 
with God, for but ſuch a time? and 
is that expired, that you will cal/ in 
your Indentures ? or did you enter upon 
his ways, as Actors come upon the 


' Stage, to act a part for an hour or 


two, and then all is over ? or did you 
take him upon trial, as maſters do 
their ſervants} that in caſe you liked 
him not, you might put him off 
again? Will you turn Apoſtates ? 
Having /aid your hands upon the Plough, 
will you look back * Having begun un the 
ſpirit, will you end in the fleſk? Will 
you draw back from God, to the perditi- 
on of your precious ſouls! ] truſt you 
willnot. *'Tis obſerved, both by Pa- 
piſts and Turks alſo, (for the latter 
have their religious Orders as well a 

tnc 
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the former, that perſons who have 
onee entred themſelves into ſach Or- 
ders, ( and fo dedicated themſelves to 
God,) if they leave theſe, they never 
proſper. O Chriſtians, have you de- 
dicated your ſelves, in a regular, ſcrip+ 
tural way ? If you relinquifþ your de- 
dication, do you think to proſper ? 
Farewel peace, joy, Heaven, farewel 
all, when you forſake God, and Apo- 
ſtatize from him. 
That you may-be thus faithful and 
conftant, and in every thing make good 
your dedication, be mock in begging 
of God, the ſpecial aſſiſtance of his 
grace: Prevement grace made you true 
n your dedication, Subſequent grace, 
muſt make you true to your dedicati- 
on. Olet none rehye upon their own 
ſtrength ; we may grve, reſolve, cove- 
nant, but if we be left to our ſelves, 
we ſhall ſoon leave God, and undo 
(as much as in us lies) all that we 
have done: The heart is deceitful, TS 
grace is weak, corruption ftrong, temp- cadir qui ca- 
tations impetuous, you need afſifting dit, volunrare 
and ftabliſhing grace very much. Da- | _ 
v14 joyned prayer with his reſolution : 
I will keep thy ftatutes, O forſake me 


not 
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not utterly, Pſal. 119. 8. You have g1- 
ven the hands to God in ſtipulation, lift 
up the hands to God in ſupplication, 
for fidelity, for perſeverance. The God 
of all grace, who hath called us mto his 
eternal glory by Feſus Chriſt, after that 
ye have ſuffered a while, make you per- 
fett, ftabliſh, ſtrengthen, ſettle you, 
1 Pet.5.10. Self-dependance doth much 
endanger ſelf-dedication. 

3. Thirdly, Often renew your dedi- 
cation ; though the fir} ſufficiently 
obliges you, yet all obligations are 
little enough, to bind theſe treacherous 
hearts of ours: the oftner this is. re- 
newed, the greater awe it leaves upon 
conſcience: And though the com- 
mand of God, and the nature of duty, 
arc highly obligatory, yet freſh and re- 
newed dedications lay a farther, ſuper- 
added obligation upon the perſon: O 
tye the knot as faſt as may be; many 
knots are not ſo eaſily looſened : Aﬀter 
repeated, reiterated dedications, youl 
be 2/hamed to be falſe to God. 

There are ſome ſpecial caſes and ſea- 
ſons, wherein 'tis good for you to re- 
new your dedication. Do you fall in- 
to ſome great ſin ? Recover your ſelves 
by 
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by ſpeedy repentance, and renew your 
dedication. Theſe make great wounds 
and gaſhes in the ſoul, get them healed 
preſently : Theſe endanger the very 
witals, and ſtrike at the foundation, 
there's no dallying in this caſe. Great. . 
breaches muſt immediately be made 
up; great ſins make a great breach up- 
on conſcience, upon your dedication, 
and therefore make it up _ 
Doubtleſs, David that would renew 
the dedication of his houſe, after Abſa- 
loms ſins, would alſo renew the ded:s- 
cation of his perſon, after his own groſs 
and ſcandalous fins. Are you oflich. 
ed! reduced into great ſtraits? Renew 
your dedication; give all again to 
God at ſuch a time, for then you need 
him moſt to give to you. When Fa- 
cob was in great ſtraits, and knew not 
what to do, then he ſaid ; If God will 
be nith me in the way that I go, and will 
give me bread to eat, and raiment to 
put on, ſo that I come again to my Fa- 
thers houſe in peace, then ſhall the Lord 
be my God, Gen..28. 20, 21. Obeſo 
wiſe, as to renew your gift and your 
bond in a day of trouble, and ſo ingent- 
ous, as to make all good in a day of 
comfort. 
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comfort. Do you recerve ſome emment 
mercy from God ? Renew your dedica- 
tion. Say, Lord thou haſt renewed 
thy mercy, and therefore I here renew 
my duty ; thou haſt given me a very 
choice and ſeaſonable mercy, here 1 
give thee my ſelf torit. Doyou attend 
upon the Sacrament ! before and at and 
after that ordinance, ſolemnly renew 
your dedication: that's a duty very 
proper at this #:me. Indeed in every 
prayer, we virtually do this, but in 
ſacramental work, we mult do it in a 
more - ſolemn and explicit manner, 
Are you caſt upon times wherem there #s 
much Apoſtacy, profeſſors tall oft from 
God, like leaves from thetrees in Au- 
tumn? Now renew your dedication, 
that you may 1nd your ſelves the faſt= 
er to God: now take up new and ſtron- 
ger reſolutions tor God ; ſaying, Though 
all forſake God, you will never forſake 
hmm, Other caſes and ſeaſons might 
be mentioned, bur I paſs them by. 

4. Fourthly, Adore and admire the 
1nfinite goodneſs of God : In your giving 
your ſelves to God, you do not oblige 
him, but he obliges you: when you 
give moſt, you receive moſt : firſt, grace 


15 


ii 
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1 is given to you, and then you arc gives 
to God: you could not gre, if firſt 

you did not recerve. O'have you de- 

woted your ſelves to the:Lard ? "T'was 


he that framed your hearts toythis, 


and wrought you up to. it; Time was, 
when you were jult as others are, - but 
God, whois rich in mercy, for hs 
love wherewith he loved you, ( eve 

when you wholly gave. up your ſelves to 
fin, ) effettually drew you to himſelf; 
That in the ages to come he nught ſhew 
the exceeding riches of his grace, in hy 
kindneſs towards you through Ghrift Fe- 
ſus. O admire that d#fAingn;hing love 
of God, which hath-fo freely taken 
hold of you: And let this herghten 
your admiration, that the great God 
is ſowilling to accept of that poor, pr- 
tiful ſelf, which you-tender to him ; 
'tis but the paying of a debt, and yet 
God accepts of it as a gift, Were 
you Angels, it would he a condeſcenſion 
in God, to accept of you; but Lord, 


20g 


# Eph.2.4,7- 


What s 'man, that thou art mindful of efal.144.3- 


— him, or the ſon of man, that thou ſo ve- 


gardeft him... And that: which is hrgh- 
eft of all, and which -may-put the ſoul 
into extatick admiration, -that for ſuch 

ff | a 
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a poor ſelf grven, ſuch a glorious ſelf 
ſhould be recerved'; you give your ſelf 
to God, and.inlicuof this, God gives 
hs. ſelf to you :' O Saints, what have 
you to do, but to loſe your ſelves mthe 
admiring of God. F1Gy 

5. Fitthly, Farther Perſonal Dead 
cation in others : X.ou have done it your 
ſelves, do what in'you lies, that others 
may do ſo too. :Do not you rejoyce in 
your own a& ! Would you have it to 
do again for millions of worlds ? 
Where then is your zeal to further it 
in others, who have not yet dedicated 
themſelves to God ? Do you not pity 
ſuch in their ſtate, and will you not 
endeavour to bring them out of it? 
Can you be content, to go to Heaven 
alone * Shall the Devils faftors be 
more diligent for him, to the ruin of 
ſouls, than you for God, to the ſalva- 
tion of ſouls? O do not let ſinners 
alone, till you have been infirumental 
tor converſion and Perſonal Dedication 
to them. So Hwe, that you may 
win them to God : So. inſtruft, exhort, 
perſmade, convince, that they may re- 
ſolve, we alſo will give up our ſelves 


co God, as you have done. Bernard 
h hath 
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hath an expreſſion ; Major eft in amore 
Det, qui plures traxerit ad amorem 
Dei ; He 1s higheſt in the love of God, 
( you may underſtand it both of a#:ve, 
and alſo of paſſive or 'objefrve love, ) 
who hath drawn moſt to the love of God. 
You cannot 'in an hither. way, manifeſt 
your love to. God, or. procure Gods 
love to. you, than by promoting this 
Bleſſed ſelf-dedication in others. O lay 
out your ſelvesin order to this; and 
let your endeavours extend to al/, but 
eſpecially to your near and. dear relat:- 
ons: do not ſuffer a child, a ſervant 
to continue in a ſtate of alienation from. 
God. But this I ſhall- have occaſion 
more to dwell upon, under the next 
Head of Domeſtick dedication. Let 
me conclude this, with the words. of 


that Divine Poet, Mr. Herbert, which Pag 95 97. 


are very appoſite to my purpoſe. 


eMy God, if writings may 
Convey a Lordſhip any way | 
Whither the buyer and the ſehr pleaſe, . 
Let it not thee diſpleaſe, hs 
If this poor paper do as much as they. 


P 2 On 
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On it my Heart doth bleed 
. Us many Lines, as there doth need 
To paſs it ſelf and all it hath to thee : 
To which I do agree, 
And here preſent it as my ſpecial deed, 


If that hereafter Pleaſure ( ſure, 
Cavil, and claim her part and mea- 
As if this paſſed with 4 ref erbatien 
Or ſome ſuch words in faſhion, 
There exclude the wrangler from thy 
( treaſure, 


Wherefore T alt forego : 
To one'word only 1 ſay, No. 

Where in the deed there was an intemati- 

Of a: gift or donation, ( on 

Lord, fo it now by way of purchaſe go. 


. . Hethat will paſs bs Land, 
As I have mine, may ſet hu hand 
And heart unto this deed, when he hath 
; And make the purchaſe ſpread (read: 
To both our goods, if he to 't will land. 


How happy were my part {( heart 

If ſome kind ' man would thruſt hs 
Into theſe lines : .t4ll in Heavens Court of 
They were h winged ſouls ( rolls 
 Emred, for both, far above their deſert ! 


6. Sixth- 
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6. Sixthly, Ihave but this farther 
to ſay, Let Saints take the comfort of 
their Dedication. O what a rich mine / 
of heavenly conſolation am I fallen up- 
on, if Icould but goto the bottom of 
it! but that Icannot do. Have you 
entirely dedicated your ſelves to God ? 
Can you go over all the branches of it, 
and ſay, you find them af in your 
ſelves * What ſhall I ſay, what maylI 
not ſay, for the comforting of you ? ou 
have Grace, and Grace indeed, for 
( as hath been ſaid,) what is grace, 
but Perſonal Dedication. You are 
ſometimes much in the dark about 
your ſpiritual ſtate, you know not 
what to think of your ſelves, becauſe 
of the many diſcouragements, which 
you meet with, in the power and pre- 
valency of corruption, &'c. Can you 
ſay this of your ſelves ? You haye en- 
tircly, unreſervedly, fixedly, hearti- 
ly devoted and dedicated your ſelves to 
God ; if ſo, you may take the com- 
fort of a ſaving work in you; when 
other evidences are blotted and 
| _ blurr'd, if this be legible, 'tis enough; 
this is an abiding diſcovery of finceri- 
ty and the truth of grace. How dear 
_— and 
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and precious are you in the ſight of 
God! The Lord knoweth who are hy, 
2 Tim. 2.19. ( His, as by his own Ele- 
tion, ſo by their own dedication : ) The 
Lord knoweth ſuch, not with a bane, 
ſimple, intuitive knowledge, but with 
a knowledge of delight and ſpecial ap- 
probation; God hath your heart, and 
you have hu. You ſay to God, we 
are thine, ( there's the ſum of duty, ) 
and God ſays to you, I am yours, 
( there's the ſum of mercy : ) God hath 
your drop, and you have his Ocean : 
You think nothing enough for him, he 
thinks nothing too much for you ; his 
Self, his Son, his -Spirit, his Heaven, 
his own glory, he gives it af to you. 
Surely God intends you nothing but 
good, becauſe he hath ſo graciouſly 
accepted of your offering, ( which is 
your ſelves ;) (lallude to that of Ma- 
04h to his wife, Fudg. 13.23.) You 
may take this, and lead it with God 
upon all. occaſions: Pal. 119.94. I 
am thine, ſave me.Are you in dangers * 
plead from this, for prote&ton: Are 
you in wants ? plead from this, for pro- 
z1ſ10n: Lord, I have given my ſelf to thee, 
wilt thou not give me food. and 14t- 
| : ment 2 


Part 1. Perſonal, Dedication. 


ment? (I defire/no more;) Lord, 
here's the Covenant on my part, Ide- 
fire to make it good; here's the Cove- 
nant on thy part, ſhall not that be 
made good ? then give me bread, Pſad. 
III. 5. And ſo for higher mercies : O 
it's a bleſſed thing, ingerere Deo ſuam 
ſHngrapham, ( as Aug. fays his mother 
Monica uſed to do, ) to in-mend God, 
and to argue with him from his Gove- 
nant. Are you in ftraits? you may 
plead from this, for dire&tion : But 
( alas ) I cannot ſpeak out haif of that 
bleſſedneſs, which belongs to you upon 
this a#: Let me conclude with that 
which is the Zenith of all; Perſonal 
Deaication, ſhall moſt certainly end in 


Eternal Salvation : That ſelf which is 


here dedicated, ſhall be hereafter ſa- 


ved : and that which is a poor ſeif here, 
ſhall be a glorious ſelf hereafter. If 
this be not enough for comfort, I know 
not whatis. And fo let me end this 
firſt part of my Diſcourſe, with that 
which ſhall never end. 


The End of the Firſt Part. 
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CHAP; i. 


of Domeſlick Dedication, in Feral g 
Some things premiſed about it. 
I cation. of, the Perſon. now the 

Dedication of the e Houſe comes 
next to be ſpoke to :- (whichi muſt be 
the ſhorter upon,; becauſel have been 
ſo long 1n. coming to it: a The is thats, 
which was chic te only) in my, 
| eye, when firſt en enim ou hes, 

1n this wor : The Text d ed me. 
to this, (for it ſpeaks of Houſe digs 


tion only) and the pres poſture, buſi-. 


mefs 


Have, ar laſt, got overthe Dedi- 
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eſs, concern, of you (the Citizens of 


London YdireGedme tothe Text, You 
are very- in re-buildivg your 
Houſes,” "which for ſome. —— 
timethavelay'n in aſbes3 (andI pray 
God to paper and excourage You 
therein) ; But myheart's deſire is alſo, 
that you may A gant well-as bn:ld; 
that as your Houſes ſhall be finiſhed 
for your n{e and {ervice;they may alſo 
be devoted wo'ltheruſttand" ſervice of 
God. I could not, when Thave walked 
in the Streets, (indeed ſince the diſ- 
mal Fire, + may. rather be called 
Roads than Streets) and ſaw, here and 
there" a" few: Noufes poi "Up ; but 
wiſh and" pray," 06" hon 3h Houſes, 
whenever they are built , op pt 
they are, viight be - delicated to God 
My thoughts. aha. defirer working m 
this way folved,; Vl 's aſtift- 
ance to' RF, ething th ht furs 
ther a thing, 16 ext Si 'fo deſe- 
rable'; "ani —— Rr | 
this Work, Cth6ugh 1 With wrch Liſp 
raigement, part m.the' ſthſe of ty 
inward wufttn>f far fi uch an under- 
taking, afhd'part! Fehr thoſe bodily 
Infirmitics, which a ldte' have been 
upon 
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upon me, and have very much indi(- 
poſed and diſabled me tor ſtudy.) 

To come then to that, which was my 
principal Deſign, the opening and en- 
forcing of Houſe- Dedication. Much 
hath beem:ſaid to further Perforal-De- 
dication, and (I hope) I was not oxt 
of my way when I was ſpeaking to that; 
for in furthering that, -[' further this 3 
May I but prevail with: Perfors, to de- 
dicate thewſtives, 1 amiure then, ſuch 
will not ſtick to dedicate #heir Houſes 
to God 5' iand without: (the former | 
deſpair of the /atter 5 but where the 
Dedication of the Perſon goes before, 
I donot:queſtion, but the: dedication 
of the Howſe ' will follow" after. Oh 
(faith Broſes ) he 'wny God; 'and I will 
prepare him an Habitation, Exod. I5-2. 
This is the languape of the Self-dedr- 
cating Chrifjan ; 'God is my God, I 
| havejan Intereſt in Him,l have given 
up my ſelf to him,and Iiwjll alfo Jed;- 
cate my Habitation to Him: m 
ſhall be his, where 1 Yor 
dwell: He hath prepared anHabitatiog 
for me,and1 willprepare mine forHim. 
(Note by the way,thatlI do but a/ude 
tothe words of Moſes, I know they 
carry another ſenſe) B 2 For 


Domeſtick Dedication. Paxrt.2, | 


For this Domeſtich Dedication, we 
have here the 'example of holy David, 
the man after God's own heart. (A 
Pſalm and Song at the dedication of the 
Houſe of David.) This godly man, 
could not take up with a convenient 
Houſe,with all DomeſtickAccommodati- 
055 but theſe muſt paſs under a ſolerrr 
and religious Dedication:Surely,his ex- 
ample callsfor every mans imitation : 
who ever thou art, thou art to wrzte 
after this* copy, to follow this pat- 
ternz may be, thou haſt not ſuchan 
Houſe as David's was; his was a Palace, 
thine, but a very poor ang mean Cot- 
tage; yetan Houſe it is, letit be ded;- 
cated: though thou haſt not David's 
houſe , if thou baſt David's heart, let 
thy Houſe be-what it will, .thou wilt 
do as he did. |. Hence I make. Hoxſe- 
Dedication: to be a duty lying upon 
every perſun , who is the Maſter and 
diſpoſer of the Houſe : Ido not only 
commend it, as athing. that is very 
good, (which yet men2ay do, or zof 
do) or make 1t to be ſucha thing, .as 
the Romaniſts make thoſe to be,which 
they place under their Conſulia Evan- 
gelica:; but I ſet it before Maſters of 

Families 
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Chap.1. Domeſtick Dedication. 
Families as a duty, as that which they 
oxeht todo, and are bound to do, or 
elſe they ſr. 1 would be tender in 
grounding a poſitive duty upon a bare 
example, (for 'tis God's precepts not 
Humane preſidents, that are the four- 
dation upon which Duty is built) : But 
when meet with*an example, lying 
in ſomething that is moral and obliga- 
tory toall, there the example and the 
mature of the thing (to which the ex- 
ample referrs) is a ſure foundation to 
build duty upon. That's the caſe here; 
David's example binds us.(as to Huxſe- 
Dedication) becauſe the thing in it 
ſelf 1s oral.and conſiſts in that which 
is moral, (as will appear in the oper- 
ing of it ;) and therefore it obliges 
all=—,But over and abovethisexam- 
ple of David (1t that will not carry it) 
we have ſomething that looks like a 
Precept , Dent. 20. 5. What man is 
there that hath built a new Houſe, and 
hath not dedicated it ? let bim go and 
return to his Houſe, leſt be die in the 
battel, and another man dedicate it. 
You ſce the Dedication of the Houſe 
is here enjoined: Now, was this in- 
junction laid only upon ſuch as were 
B 3 golng 
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Domeſtich Dedication. Part.2; 
ooiIng out to warz Were not" others 
concern'd in it, as well as #hey ? ſurely 
they were : Though 'tis true, the com- 


' mand comes in upon this particular 


caſe, yet 'tis very probable, that it. 
was of univerſal and general extent. 
All were to dedicate their Houſes, but 
eſpecially ( and without: any further 
delay )luct as were going out to fight, 
(becauſe of the great hazards, that 
they were to be expoſed to: )It would 
be no hard thing, from the Jewiſh 
Writers, and from latter Expoſ#tors, to 
prove that this Precept was gemeral , 
and that the Dxty in hand was gene- 
rally praEtifed by the Jews. And if it 
be turther faid, that this Dedication 
(here ſpoken of ) was only 7#itiation, 
crtaking poſlefiion,(according tothe 
import of the word in the original ) 
(as was ſhown in the beginning of this 
diſcourſe); Tanfwer, ſuppoſe it to be 
ſo, yet this doth not weaken that 
whichT drive at, becauſe this poſſeſſe- 
a was tobe taken 1nareligiozys man- 
ner, (asall declare who write upon 
the words): it was wont to be done 
with Solemnity, Feaſting, and finging 
Praiſe to God, as the Title of the 30th. 

| rſales 


Chap.1. -Domeſtick Dedication. F 
youre ſheweth. (So 4infw: upon the 
oremention'd place,) Now: this kind 

of initiatio; doth not. comedhort of 

that religioxs Dedication, which lam 

to urge upon you as a- duty. It yau 

take the words then, in their due lati- 

tude , and: join the pradfzce then, with 

the preceptzthey reachto-altof us, and 

- ſhow us, how weare to\make: our ex- 

trance upon mew habitations. .Houſe- 
Dedications not onl ythat;which hath 

been arciently uſed by good men, nor 

only that *;,which 1s yery fitting and * Mori ere, 
commendable , but 'tis'a duty, and » LY 
all are under the oblig tror' of it. And bn 
this will more fully appear from thoſe jet. hay 
particular branches of' Honſe-Dedica- {,,h;cans 
tion, all of which now-@#der the Gof- loca pro inha- 

pel, are matter of «xty, and obliga- ag - - 


_—_ | Jun. Imd des 
tory tO all Chriſtzans. at ; etiam jrivate, 


X | fi conſummate 
per Dei gratiam fuerint, ſalubriter uptgntur nouis uſious per Hymnos 
aq; preces deyotas, Geierus in Dan. 3»in Aphor, ex v. 2, 


Fa 


Before I come to oper the Nature 
of it, *cis necellary (tor the clearing 
upot my way, and forthe obviating 
of all. Cavils) that T premiſe a few . 
things, | | 


B 4 Firſt, 


Domeſtick, Dedication. Part 2. 
.- Firſt, therefore obſerve, That 't3s 
only the Dedication of private Houſes, 
that T am concerned to hea to: Asto 
the dedicating of Churches,(the places 
of publick Worſhip, ) that is an Argu- 
ment which' doth not properly Fall 
within the compaſs of the words T am 
upon: If they had ſpoken of the dedi- 


cation of the Temple, then they would 


have led me, to have ſaid ſomething 
concerning thededication of Churches, 
under the times of the Goſpel ; but 
they only ſpeaking of the dedication 
of David's Houſe, I may confine my 
Diſcourſe to the dedication of Private 
Houſes. 

Secondly, - When I ſpeak of the de- 
dicating and conſecrating of the Houſs, 
you muſt-not underſtand me, as zf 7 
carryed it ſo high, as to have it wholly 
impropriated to things of a Spiritual 
Nature. IT would have Prayer, the 
Worſhip of God , Religion, minded 
and advanced in your Houſes; but 
yet withall,you may eat,drink, trade, 
buy, ſell, tranſa& your Secular Aﬀairs 
and bulineſſes in them. No man will 
think me ſoabſurd, as to intend any 
Temple-Conſecration of Houſes, when 


[ 


| 
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Chap. 1.- Domeſtich, Dedication. 
I mention the' dedication or conſecra- 
tion of them. *Tis oge thing to have 
the Worſhip of God'in a Place, and 
another thing to have that place inr- 
propriated , and wholly ſet apart for - 
the Worſhip of God, ſo as that things 
of a worldly nature may not there be 
managed : - *Tis the frſ# thing only 
thatl deſign. 

Thirdly. In the handling of Houſe- 
dedication, I donet in the leaſt mean 


ſuch a dedication as is attended with 


the alienation of the cizil property. As 
the civil uſe, ſo the civil property is not 
ſtruck at by me. Pray, hes your 
Right and Titleto your Houſes, and 
take the comfort of them; let them 
be yours {til]: only let God be ac- 
knowledged, ſerved, exalted 1n them. 
*'Tis true, in ſome Dedications the Pro- 
prietary loſt his Right; after he made 
them, he had nothing further to do 
with what he had dedicated, (for by 
this act he paſſed over his Right to 
God;) As in this particular caſe' of 
Houſes, you read Levit. 27. 14, If 4 
man did ſanttifie, (or dedicate by a 
vow or gitt) his Houſe to be holy to the 
Lord; he had then zoright to it - 

c 


Domeſtickh ' Dedication. Part 2, 
he had redeemed it, by paying the 


price or rate, which the Prieſt did ſex 


upon it, and then it was to be his: own 
again, I do not urge the dedication of 
your Houſes in this ſexſe or notion; ſo 
as that the civil property ſhould be alze- 
aated ,onlylet it be i1xproved tor God, 
Nor, fourthly, Dol put you upon 
Honuſe-dedication, in the ſetting up of 
Family-worſhip, ſo 4s to take you off 
from Publick-worſhip, and from God's 
Ordinances in the publick, Adminiſtra- 


tion of them. Both have their proper , | 


z/e and worth , and zezther of them 
areto be omitted: God forbid, that 


| the oxe {hould joſtle out the other. 


David here dedicates his Howſe to God, 
but yet withall, he was for SanGwary- 
worſhip; and when he was deprived of 
this, how paſlonately did he deſere 1t. 
You may ſee this in pſal.63.1,2,3. (and 
in ſeveral other places), * Tis ſaid, P/al. 
87,2. The Lord loveth the gates of Zion 
ziore than all the dwellings of Jacob. In 
thedwellings of Jacobthe worſhipot God 
was more coxfined, it was {hut upin his 
Family ; but in Zion, there the wor- 
ſhipot God was more oper and. pub- 
lick; and therefore God loved the "_ 
0 


Chap.1. Domeſtick Dedication. 

of Zion more than the dwellings of Ja- 
cob: O there are ſignal and extraordi- 
nary Bleflings attending Publzek Ordi- 
rances; and therefore whenehe 

ple of God have been deprived of 
theſe, it hath been a great afffid ian to 
them, (notwithſtanding rheir Faxily- 
enjoyments :) you read of them thut 


were ſorrowful for the ſolemn Aſſembly, 


Zeph.3. 13. Flt more thereare 1n the 
Confort, the ſweeter is the Muſtek; the 
Application is obvious. So that,when 
your Houſes are dedicated, (as to the 
ſetting up of Religiox in themyT would 
not have them to ſay, to the places of 
Publick-worſhip, what once they ſaid 
to Moſesand Auron, Ye take too much 
por you, ſeeing all the Congregation are 
Holy; wherefore then lift you up your 
felves above the Congregation of the 
Lord, Numb. 16,3. So here, I would 
not have private Houſes tofay to places 
(where the Worſhip of God is pab- 
tickly and duely adminiſtred), We have 
Prayer as well as you, and the Scrjp- 

tres read as well as you; and there- 

fore why do you tzke ſo much upon you # 
O.though I would be earneſt withyou 

tor Family-Religion, yer | defire you to 

keep 
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Domeſtick, Dedication, Part. 2, 
keep up high efteems of the Publick- 
Worſhip and Ordinances of God. 
Fifthly, In the preſent diſcourſe, 7 
do not only aime at the bare walls, the 
external ſiruFure, the material buil- 
ding, (asthough Dedication-work did 
onlyrefer to this); but,under the dedi- 
cating of the Houſe, I take-in all the 
Perſons there inhabiting, the whole 
Family, Domeſtick mercies, Creature- 
accommodations; allate to be dedica- 
"q'* God, . 
ixthly, The Perſons upon whom the 
duty is incumbent, are thoſe who ſtand 
in the relation and capacity of Superiors, 
Aaſters.Parents,Houſholders,Gcwyernors 
(or call them what you pleaſe):where 
Power and Authority 1s, there Houſe- 
Dedication-work lies. *T is true, ſuch 
as aze Inferiors, they muſt dedicate 
themſelves tothe Lord;but as to the de- 
dication of theHouſe,that's the duty of 


Swperiors. And therefore my buſineſs 


in this diſcourſe is mainly with ach. 

Seventhly, In ſpeaking to theſe, I 
will not ſo far enlarge, as to ſet before 
them all the Relative duties that lie 
#pon them, (that I leave to thoſe, who 
have gone thorough the body of Ke- 
lative 


Chap. 2. Domeſtick, Dedication, 

lative duties ): | will limit my ſelf to 
thoſe only, which have an immediate 
reference to the dedication of the 
Houſe to God. 

Theſc things being premiſed (for 
the exds forementioned) I come now 
to ſhow you, What this Howſe-Dedica- 
tion is; A little will be ſufficient for 
the opening of the zatzre of: it, but 
the applying of it will call for a more 
full Diſcourſe, Pn ets 


ak. 
—_ — _— — 


CHAP, II. 


The Nature of Domeſtick, Dedication 
opened, 


He great Queſtion to be reſolved 
is this, What 3s it to dedicate the 
Houſe £ or, How are men (now under 
the Goſpel) to dedicate their Houſes 8 1 
will anſwer this,in a few particulars. 
I make this Houſe-dedication to con» 
liſt in foxr things : on 
I.Iz areligious entrance upou: Houſes, 
by ſolemn Prayer and Fs hh 


2. It 


VU 
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Domeitich Dedication. Part. 2. 


2. In an bumble and fiducial com» 
mitment ' of them #0 God s Prote(F;- 
Bs 43 £< | 
3. In the ſetting up and promoting 
of Religion in thein. * Rolt'3-- 
4. In the devoting and improving 
of Domeſtick Mercies, to and for 
God. | | L Yazkh 
To ſome poſhbly, the duty, (as ge- 
nerally propounded) may ſeem ove? 
and ſtrange, and not at all Ry 
ow to Chriſtians under the Goſpel : 
but ſurely as *tis reduc'd- to theſe 
Heads , it will appear to bea ſtanding 
and conſtant Duty, and.that which in 
all Ages ever hath, and ever will be 
a duty 1ncumbent-upon.men. A word, 
and but a word.to each of theſe Parti- 
eulars. © c x 
Firſt, To dedicate the Houſe,” It 1s 
fo enter wpon it, by ſolemn Prayer 
and Praiſe : | ſpoketo this in the ex- 
PR of the words, ſhowing that 
edication 1s the entring upon. 4 


place, or taking. poſſeflion of it by 


ſolemn religious ritesor atts ;'ts a Re- 
ligious entrance upon poſſeſſion. Now 
what arethele religions rites or a&s? 
They are, - Prayer and Praiſe. _ 
ca 
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Chap. 2. Donreſtick, Dedication. - 
call:iit [ ſolemn Prayer || becauſe in 
Houſe-dedication, there multbe fome- 
thing more than'»ſual and .ardinary 
Prayer, (fuch as is performed inthe 
Family every dayz)there-muſlt be {o- 


lemnand extidordinary prayer.fuited 


in ſpecial to thisoccalion;;ButIiay) 
Prayer and Praiſe are: thoſEreligious  _ 
atts;+ which are to: be pextormed by | 


\ perfbns, when they enter;jato their 


Houſes i in:order tio the dedicating of bs 
themto-God; That Houſer dedication JED 


was uſed amongſt the Fewgnonetoth . 
queſtionz but:what heir pertioulir *4 D. Sel gui- 


+ riter were in this,:-or. whatthe: way _ ws aver voy 
and manner:was}: how they did! this, 1; furvic: *J 


that ive donot'find either in;Sttipture «#5; ws 


quant t#raditer 
Or IN common: Anbbors ; 5 but Divizes Piſcator. Tam 


conclude, that this was done by Pray- Hominet initi- 
er aud Praiſe... David here eres $ a ve Dowinr” di 


P/alw tobe uſed at. the dedication 0 LES 


his Houſez and in'this Pfalze there is arg bibere, 
Prayer and Praiſe (as hath been — . _ 
ſhow'd ). Fhe' Apoſtle cells us; that jj; cre preces 
& gratiaram 
& OR facium Boſpin. de Orig. Templ.f.114. Hoe germs 
exercitit veteri pojw'o _—_—_ Jy » wt 474 09 rei uſum 
fine gratiarum altione, - ww efſe..Calvy. Aunt 


quampy ceſ]wyerins wy —_ 0% tamen Varli Doitrina 
frovgs | Des uot uſum i fide & precibus ſan8i- 
art, 


every 
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6 Domeſtick Dedication. Part 2, 


every Creature * ſan#ified by the Word 


and Prayer, 1 Tim. 4.4, 5» And fo 
every place 1s anftified by the Word 


and Prayer, If you -would dedicate 
your Houſes, enter-into them this 
way: Seek, God, and bleſs God 3 call 
upon him for avercies to be beſtowed, 


ens thankefully acknowledg mercies alrea- 


tum habet jus, dy received. The very Heathens in 
Jer Qui their Dedications 9 both of their 
egoillaruaa Temples, andalſo of F eorre Houſes, 
rink, lautd they »ſed prayer (initheit blind way): 
foculus, quid ſurely tis good for Chriſtians, when 
Preces, quid they are to:exter upon their Houſes, 
 natatnY to doit by fervent and ſolemn prayer, 
Tull. Pro Do- and ſo to dedicate them to God, This 


y.- - nag ſhall ſpeak avore fly to, when I 
er making of COme to the Application. . 1: 50 


their Gods; | 
the.-main thing which made ;the- god,. was the prayer that the 


-people uſed to him at that ſolemniry. , So, that of Martial ;may 


be underſtood, -Qni fingit ſacros Auro vel marmore vultus, Now 
facit ille Deos; qui rogat iIle facie. Epigr, 1; $.c. 24. 


Secondly, To dedicate the Houſe 
to God, it is humbly and fiducially to 
commit it to his Divine ProteFion;and 
Benedifion. You will ſay, this is.the 
ſame with the formers I conceive, it 
isnot; I know,we uſually expreſs and 

manife 
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Chap. 2. Doweſtick Dedication. 17 
manifeſt this aft by Prager (for there- 
in we profeſs that we do thus recom- 
mend our ſelves and all our concerns 
to God),and in prayer, weask of God 
this 'mercy, that he . will keep and 
bleſs us and our Habitations, But yet 
Prayer,and This, are diſtinCt; for, this 
is truſt, dependance, or reliance upon 
God; and ſurely, Truſt and Prayer 
are different things, When I dedicate 
#y Houſe toGod, I do not only pray 
to him, that he will be pleaſed.to ſe- 
cure it 3 but I caſt my ſelf upon Him 
for this, and ina ſolewn, explicit man- 
ner, I commend it to his Holy and 
Almighty ProteFion. This is the 
notion of Dedication, Nebem. 12. 27. 
Where *tis ſaid, At the [ Dedication | of 
the wall of Jeruſalem, they ſought the 
Levites .(®)Here was Dedication, and, ,,, 


it was very ſolemn too, (as you MAY Cviratis , qui 

Deo ezuſd: mg; 
ProteFioni certis precibus hymniſque commendabantur , una etiam 
gratits decenter altus pro we pos. =, operis. Geierus in Dan. 3. 3. 
Menia nrbis Hieroſolyme dedicata dicuntur, quands Sacerdotes Fo 
Populus de eo gratias agebant Deo, quod ope ejus reflaurata urbs eſſet: 
tum orahant, ut ſibi reftitura Civitatis ac Libertatis fruitio, tran- 
quilla pacataq; concederetur. Hoſpin. de Orig. Templor. fol. 103. 
Dedicabantur (a) :( h,e. ) Deo equſq; proteF$1oni commendabaniar. 
Ravan., in v. Dedicare, | 


C ſee 


18 Domeſtich Dedication. Part. 2+ 
ſee, by that which follows in the 
Chapter) 3 The thing dedicated was 
the waZof Jerwſalem. What was this 
dedication £ *T was that which I am 

* Er Myrorwm ypon; * Nehemiah and the People, in 
Gunth;$0 this/olemn way committed this wall to 
God's ProteFion. Here was their 

ſtrength, (under God) ; this was to ſe- 

cure City and Temple, which much de- 

pended upon it 3 and therefore they 

commend it thus toGod, that he would 

keep that , which muſt keep and ſecxre 

all ; _ this Wall orig! | continual- 

ly before him, (as the phraſe 1s, Tſa.49. 

6 This os ner de 4 

cate his Houſe to God, in the com- 

mending of it to his gracious prote&@ ion: 

And there's reaſon enough for this; 

for, to be ſure, unleſs God keep the 

Houſe, and guard it by His decal 

Care and Providence, it can never be 

ſoft Many that write Books,dedicate 

them to ſuch or ſuch Perſons ; and 

what do they aime at in this? This is 

oxe thing in their eye, that their La- 

bours may be prote#ed by them, to 

whom they are dedicated. The Chri- 

{tian dedicates his Hexſe to God, this 

is done by the a&ing of his Holy Truſt 

I upon 
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Chap, 2. Domeſtick Dedication. 9 
upon God;that he will defexd it from 
all evil; I fay this is oze thing, that he 
doth in this dedication. _ 
Thirdly, To dedicate the Hoxſe to 
God, 'tis for a man, 78 ſet np and ad- 
vance aud encourage Religion in it. y,,;, nut 
This (as Calvin obſerves) was one «dmonchantur, 
thing deligned, in this Rite of Honſe- m__ PR: > 
dedication, that men might know that ,umque dome 
they did, then, in a right. matner pol- foi rw þ 
ſeſs their Honſes, when they did make7,; —_— 
them to be as Churches .or Chappels, wr vigeret pie- 
where Piety and io Ponere Worſhip of 15  fnceres 
God might flouriſh. T his is a great thing " 
in the dedicating of the Hoxſe 3 and 
(indeed) it I would faſtenit upon any 
one head, 1 would do it upon this. To 
dedicate the Houſe, it is to conſecrate 
ittothe Lord; to ſet up in it Piety, 
Coen Worſhip, Fear, Knowledg 
of God; to keep down in it ſin,wicked- 
neſs, profaneneſs, whatſoever is evzl; 
All is included in that gezeral and 
comprehenſive word, (which I there- 
fore made uſe of ),namely RELIGION, 
W hat did David do, when he dedica- 
ted his Houſe 2 O, he reſolved upon 
this, That Religion ſhould flouriſh in 
his Family; that Holineſs to the Lord = 
C 2 ſhould 
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ſhould be written upon all in his Fq- 

| ztily, that God ſhould be duly worſhip- 

oo tugars: ed called apon in his Family,that 

de ſui quog; he would not ſuffer ſin to be In his 

familia voi. Family 5 other Houſes might be 
iftius ſponſio- _ ; E 

nem facit, in Atheiſtical, profane, irreligiows, but 

eo exemplum þzs ſhould not be ſo: Thus Joſhnah 


vel maxime 1n- 


fone nobiz pro. 11d alſo, in a very eminent and ex- 
poxitur guber-emplary way: As for me,and my Houſe, 
nande familie 532 pill ſerve the Lord, Joſh, 24. 15. 


notre Maſius, 


in loc And Abraham hath a high commenda- 


tion from God for this; 1 know him 
(faith God), that he will command his 
children, and his houſhdld after him, 
and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, 
to do-juſtice and judgement, Gen. 10. 
19. And 'tis ſaid of Corzelizs, that 
he was a devout man, and one that 
feared God with all his Houſe, A&.16.2. 
I might enlarge upon theſe Scripture - 
Inſtances, and upon ſeveral Conſtdera- 
tions, to enforce the ſame pradtices 
upon ourſelves, but that is not mypre- 
ſetit buſineſs 3 I am only now ſhowing 
you, what the Nature of this Houſe-de- 
dication is,or wherein it doth confiſt. 


Fourthly, To dedicate the Houſe, . 


"tis to carry it aright under Domeſtich , 
- or Bouſe-mercies , tor Houſe here, is 
ane nut 


Part.2.. Domeſtich, Dedication. 
not to be limited tothe bare habitati- 
022, Or to the perſons therein relicding, 
(who make up the Family); but it 
includes. all thoſe bleſſmgs,. . mercies, 
comforts, accommodations, that there' 
are enjoyed. - Now, where a perſon 
carries it aright under thefe mercies, 
ſo as to devote and dedicate allto God, 
this is Houſe-dedication > A tight car- 
riage under mercics,;/1$ An expreſſion 
that takes in any things3 when God 
is eyed - in;-them,, as$,\ the Spring 
and tountain from which. the flow: 
when they areall aſcribed to God,and 
to his Free-grace 3 when he is admired 
in them, when the poſleflor lives un- 
der a, deep ſenſe of hid unwortbime(s 
of them; when they are exjoyed 72 
God; when they are all reſrgred up to 
God's pleaſure 3 All thele-particulars 
are wrapt up in this gexexral of carry- 
ing it aright.under mercics. But that 
which i proper, when we ſpeak of the 
dedicating of our merties to God, is 
this, The devoting of all tg him,and 
the i»proving of all for him. Would 
you dedjcate your Houſes to him? 
Conſider what your Dome ſkrck mercies 
are, (and" they are many and prect- 
C 3 ous) 
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ous), and ſee that you dedicate theſe 
to God ; how? devote them to God,and 
3mprove them for God. David was as 
good at thjs piece of dedication, as at 
any of the forzer 3 (as I ſhall make it 
out in its proper place) : But I will 
add nothing more at preſent. 

Let not any think, T am too ſport 
upon this Head: further -neceſlary 
enlargements will better fall in, inthe 
Applicatory part 5 and if. 7 ſhould 
ſpeak more here, 7 ſhould but pre- 
vent and azticipate my ſelf there. 7fa 


again, my *Jgs. 0 this Chapter hath 
t 


been but juſt to how you, what Houſe- 


| dedication is ,. but all izlarpements 


upon it, 7 refer to that which fol- 
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The want of Domeſtick Dedication, | 


bewailed. 


Ven. \ Nd is it ſach a Thing, as [ 


have deſgribedit? "tis pit» 


}y then, there is no wore of itin the 
World ; There are but very fewtobe 


found, who tread in David's lteps, As 
p | | WS: 
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Tlamented the rarity of Perſonal-de- 
dication, (o I may lament alſo the ra- 
rity of Domeſtick, Dedication : IT wiſh 
there was not as wxch cauſe for the oe 
as for the other: And the truth is, if 
that be ſo rare and ſeldom, no wonder 
that #his is ſo rare alſo; for tis certain 
(as 7 have faid more than ozce ), that 
nd man will devote his Hoxſe to God, 
till he hath fr/ſ# devoted Himſelf to 
God, Ah, what do the woſt of men 
do in their Houſes. £ there they eat, 
drink, ſleep, trade, reſide; but there's 
no dedicating of them to God, T his 
isa duty 1o far from being pra@iſed, 
that *tis ſcarce thought of b 

of men , they do not trouble their 
Heads about it ; the 207 do not go ſo 
far as to how or to believe that this 15 
a duty: O that we had not too» much 
cauſe, with bitterneſs of ſoul to la- 
ment the gexeral negleF of Honſe-ded3- 
cation ! 

Let me a little take notice of the 
Carriages of men, according to their 
different ranks and orders: There's 
our Great ones,(who are above others 
as much as the t#a// Oakes and lofty Ce- 
dars are above the poor ſhrubs), our 

C 4 Noblemen, 


f 
bo. 


y the moſt 
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Noblemen, and Gentlemen : Do they 
put their necks to this work of the Lord? 


(Nehem.3.5.,) As 'twas ſaid, Have any 
of the Rulers believed on Him ? (Job.7. 


48.); ſo may Tay here, Have ſuch a- 
monglt us dedicated Themſelves and 
their Houſes to God £ May not the 
Apoſile's, Not many Mighty, not many 


- Noble, be applyed to this ? (I Cor. I. 


26.) And that of the Prophet, Jer, 5.5. 


Twill get me unto the Great men ———— , 


- but they have altogether broken the yoke 


and burſt the bonds. Might rbeſobol 

asto look into the Houſes of theſe Per- 
ſons, ſhould 7 find there religion advan- 
ced, the Worſhip and Service of God 
performed and attended upon; finand 
wickedneſs kept under, mercies impr 6- 


_ zedtor God, piety and godlineſs in- 


couraged ? O that it were fo ! But in- 


- ſtead of zhzs, I fear I ſhould find car- 


fing, ſwearing , taking Gods name in 
vain, drunkenneſs, gaming, luxury, 
uncleanneſs, oppreſſion, pride, contempt 
of godlineſs, groſs negle of Religlon? 
Iay,lI fear this 1s that which I ſhould 
meet withal in the Houſes of too many 
of. thoſe whom God hath exalted in 
the world, If I wrong them, I have 

reaſon 
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reaſon to beg their pardon 3 but I be- 
lieve, they have infinitely more rea- 
ſon to beg their pardon of God, than 7 
have to beg wy pardon of ther. 

* My Lords and Gentlemen, Could 7 
© beſoweak,asto think that ever this 
© poor deſpicable Book(hould be taken 
* up by your hands,7 would then(with 
*all Humility,yet with all fazthfulneſs 
* thus apply my ſelf to you—— Why do 
© rot you dedicate your Perſons, your 
* Houſes to God # Is this only the Poor- 
< man's Duty ? Doth your Greatneſs 
* exempt you from ſubjefion to the 
*Laws of that God,who is infinitely 
* more above you, than you are over 
*the meanelt man?Doth not he expeCt 
© that from you, which he doth from 
* others? nay,doth he not expect more 


from you,(you having a greater (hare 


* in his bleſtings, and being more ob- 
<liged by the good things which he 
© heaps upon you )? 7s not thatday 
*coming, which will ſet you and us 
©upon the ſame Level? in which all 
© theſe diſtinctions, (that are calcu- 
lated only for this Meridian of 
* Earth) ſhall all ceaſe, and 'tis Piety 
* only then that ſhall make the differ- 

5 ence ? 
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* ence? muſt you not then give an ac- 
*count of the Talents (of Power, 
© Wealth, Tatereſt),that God here en- 
© truſts you with? will not the Souls of ' 
© your numerous Families be required 
<at your hands? Hath God advanced 

©you ſo high,and will you de nothin 
*o advance him?Do you debale ordif! 
© parage your ſelves, by being religi- 
© ous,and ſetting up Religion in your 
© Houſes? Is not Religion your higheſt 
* Honour? Here's David,a King, (and 
© therefore above you),a King in the 
© very Zexith of worldly grandure,de- 
* dicating his Houſe to God 3 7s it be- 
© low youto do thus ? 75 Moraligood- 
© neſs any diminution to your civil 
© Greatneſs? Do you ceaſe to be Noble 
Qui majores © by being truly Noble? 7s God better 
pre rs — ©to you than to others, will you be 
fotvunt, Pari- © wOrſer than others to Him? Shall the 
fienfi. C<beſt Houſes,and the worſtHearts,the 
bolt cid; © faireſt Eſtates, and the fouleſt Lifes 
ano bor *© po together? Have you ſo many 
Evi *5 . ©rooms In your large Houſes, and not 
ions ſow - © onefor God? 7s it wiſdom,ſo to car- 
& corn ry your ſelves in your Palaces here,as 
mri PV tolive ina Dungeon of eternal dark- 


enter. Salvie. jaels hereafter? 7s it not but a few days 
| and 
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© and you will be laid in the Duſt,and 
*muft bid farewet to thoſe pleaſures in 
* which now you are ſwallowed up? 
*Are former Judgments which lay hea- 
© yy upon you, quite forgotten ? Will 
© not God ſmite again,if you prevent 
© him not, by Perſonal and Family- 
*Reformation ? Might not' God be 
© owned in your Houſes,and you yet 
© enjoy enough of the ſweetneſs of 
©Temporal Comforts? 7f you would 
© dedicate your Houſes to God, would 
*not this have a great inflyence upon 
*all about you'to do the fame? How 
*might you byyour examples promote 
© God's Honour, and the good of 
© Souls? Did your ancient Progenitors 
©carry it as too many of you do? Will 
©Jou inherit their Lands, Houſes, Ho- 
© nours, and their All, fave only their 
© Virtues? But ſitrely, my Zeal #raxſ- 
ports me : Some will ſay, this ts a Di- 
greſſin ; others will ſay, this is Pre- 
ſumption ;, and I ſay, 'tis weakneſs to 
write to ther, who are never like to 
read what I write. 

. Come weto Perſons, who move in 
a lower Orb; *tis to be hoped, that 
they dedicate their Houſes to God, F 

WI 
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wiſh they did ſo but upona very ea- 
fie ſearch , you'l find the contrary. 
There's the poor Conntry-man, he hath 
an Houſe to live in, and there, he 
feeds when he is hungryzthere he ſeeps 
when he is weary 5 thence he goes to his 
labours (whieh circulate upon him), 
and thither he retugns when he hath 
done his work abroad, Here's his 
courſe from day to day, from year.ta 
year ; But where's his Religion £ He 
o0es to Church upon the Lord's-day, 
attends upon the Worſhip of God, 
hears a Sermon preached; when this 
is done, (in a very pitiful way, God 
knows), home he comes, and thinks 
he hath doxe exough; and that which 
is very fair for one week; his religion 
now (like his beſt Clothes) mult be /azd 
vp till the next Sunday (as he calls 1t): 
But what doth he do in his Houſes how 
_ doth hecarry itin his Family £ O.ve- 
ry fadly. Not a Prayer in his Family, 
not a Chapter read in his Family, a the 
. weck long: He riſes, 1n the, wornizg, 
dreſſes himſelf, immediately goes to 
his buſineſs, but he doth not firſt-go to 
God, to beg his bleſling upon him and 
his. He calls up his Servants, haftens 
them 
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them to their ſeveral imployments, 

but there's no callzxg upon God : He 

feeds his ſheep , fothers his cattel,, but 

farves his own foul, and the ſouls of 

thoſe that are related to him : He goes 

to Market, there he bays or ſes, but 

drives no commerce Or traffick with 

Heaven. He minds his ground, but 

not his heart; the weeds muſt not 

grow in the oze, but ſe: may grow in the 

other. He loves to ſee his Grain and 

Cattel thrive abroad, but he minds not 

- how grace thrives at hoxe, in himſel 

and others: He pays his Tythes to his 

Miniſter, but he gives not the #hou- 

ſandth part of his tizze to God; his 

Rent to his Landlord, but no Rent to 

God for all his mercies 3 when the 

ight comes, he goes to bed, without 

any religious committing of himſelf 

and Family to God's ProteF@ion; jult as 

his weary beaſt lies down, ſo doth he. 7 

Here's a ſhort account of the poor | 

Country-man's Religion, andis1tnota 

ſad one? 7ſpeak not of all, (Godfor- 

bid, it ſhould be thus with aZ), but 

indeed 7 fear it 1s ſo with the aoſt 3 

'tisa very rare thing in Country-Towns 

and Y#lages, to find a Houſe dedicated 
| to 
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to God, a praying'Family. O it would 
make a man's heart to ake, to conſider 
how'tisgwith th'general;tyinthis reſpe@. 

But *tis better with the Cztz2enzHe's 

a knowing perſon, hath great advan- 
tages, of being informed in his duty, 
and quickened to it ; ſurely he's as 
much above the Conntry-mar in Reli- 
970n, as he is above him in his external 
garb and port : one may expe in his 
Houſe to find a due obſervarſce of 
God. O youthat are Cztizens, Is it 
thus with your Do men think and ſpeak 
of you as youdeſerve, or not? Are 
your Houſes dedicated to God? Hath 
Religion a throne in your Family? 1 
ſpeak it with great comfort, (to the 
glory of the grace of God), that 7be- 
lieve, there are Thoyſazds in this City, 
who defire unfeignedly to dedicate 
Self, and Houſe, and al/ to God; and 
they carry it accordingly. But is1t thus 
with 4/12 Ts it thus with the Aoft ? 
Have we not even here many Houſes, 
where there 1s much #radizg, but xo 
praying 2 many Maſters of Families, 
who can take up with a Sday- 
Church-Religion, (I ſpeak not againſt 
the thing in it ſelf, nor would 7 caſt 
any 
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any diſparagement upon it), but doing 
nothing in their Houſes all the week af- 
ter? And have we not ſome that pro- 
fels God, and yet they do but haff it 
out in dedication-work ; ſome will pray 
at zight, but not in the worning, then 
they are too buſiez ſome will pray i 
the morning not at ight, then het 
are too weary. Surely though oze 
meal a day be enough tor the body, yet 
one duty a day is not enough for the 
ſoul : Although we have xo common 
Supper at night, methinks we ſhould 
have an Heavenly Break-faſt every mor- 
ing; (but more of this hereafter). 
O that all ſuch as do profeſs God, were 
ſincere in this ! I might go over the 
particulars, and ſhow under each of 
them, how few (even amongſt you) 
do dedicate their Houſes to God; and 
I fear that hath been one ground of the 
Lord's late Controverſie within this 
City. Upon the whole matter then, 
It 1s too evident that Houſe-dedication 
1s very rare. The moſt of men, whe- 
ther they be High or Low, live in too 
manifeſt a zegve# of it. O let ſuch 
as are in dedicated Houſes, bleſs God 
for themſelves, and pity others which 
are not ſo, CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 
; The Duty preſſed more generally. 


EE ſee (by that which 
y hath been ſpoken) how 


things ſtand 3 there are but few, who 
make Conſcience of the Duty in hand: 
Well, what is now to be done ? muſt 
we let men aloye, under this grand 0- 
miſſion £ Are there no Endeavours to 
beuſed, for the removal of this ſad 
and ful negle&t? Surely 1t concerns 
the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to put 
forth themſelves with the greateſt ear- 
zeſineſs, to make this their great work 
and buſineſs, ( as far as *tis poſſible ) 
to prevail with Maſters and Governors 
to ſet upon Houſe: dedication, that it 
may not always beſo rarea thing, as 
hitherto it hath been. In order here- 
unto Z7ſball caſt in »y Mite, which (7 
hope)God will accept and bleſs. And 
ſo Icome to Exhortatiox Ta the ma- 
naging of which, let me tell you, that 
though 7 delign to reach all Perſons 


whatloever, and that the Arguments 
uſed 
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uſed are of Univerſal extent ; yet ih 
ſpecial ſhall direct my Diſcourſe 'to 
you the Inhabitants of this Cty. 
Many of you are yet in your old Ha- 
bitations; For ever be the name 'of 
God magnified, tor his ſparing of your 
Houſes, when al/ about you was laid 
waſt and deſolate 5 you were as brands Amos 4. yys 
ſnatcht out of the common burnings : 
As the ſhepherd taketh ont of the month 
of the Lion two legs,or a piece of an ear, 
(4mos 3. 12.)S0 Goddealt with you: 
You read of God's bounding of the Job 26. 10. 
proud waves 3 and ſaying to therh, 19 35:29-314 
Thus far ſhall yee go and no farther: 
You have ſeen God's bounding of. the 
proud flames, when they were moſt 
fierce and raging : Now, did you ever 
dedicate theſe Houſes to God? if not, 
be entreated now to ſet upon-the 
duty : O'tis ſad, that you have neg- 
lected it thxs long, be lure you neglect 
it no longer; You are not now to enter 
upon ew Houſes, but yet you maſt 
enter upon a zew courſe 5 whethet the 
Houſe be new or old, that's all one,;(it 
mult be dedicated;As a late repentarnee, 
ſo a late dedication is better than none, 
May not God well cxpaſhthan m_— 
oO 
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ſlo eminently preſerved by him, 


ſhould faithfully be dedicated ts 
him ? 

There are others of you, upon 
whom the late judicial Providence did 
fall very heavy; you were fired out 
of your Houſes, but you are now full 
of the Hopes of zem Habitations.T his 
poor City (for almoſt two years), hath 
ly'ne as dead, and buried in its own 


r4ines ; but there ſeems to be at preſet 


ſome _ of its revival and reſurre&i- 
on; it begins to diſcover a /ittle brea- 
thing, Itruſt in God, it will come to 
zt ſelf again.T have ſometimes fancyed 
to my ſelf, when TI have ſeen the few 
new Buildings, that are ſcattered up 
and down in the Axires, that this 1s 
like to the fruits of the Earth, after a 
ſharp and tedious Winter ; the Spring 
comes, and then here and there you 
may fce a blade of Corn or Graſs grow- 
ing up, which gives an encouragement 
to the beholder of a farther growth: 
So here, we have ſomething (pardon 
the expreſkion-) like the ſpringing up 
of a Czty, - here and there an Houle 1s 
finiſhed 3 But 1 hope (if the Lord hath 
ſo great &mercy for us), in time - 
| wi 
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will be conpleated; as 'tis but a blade 
or two at the firſt, butin a little time 
the whole field is covered all over. T his 
Summer (if God continue peace to 
us), we encourage ourſelves to ex- 
peQ a good and conſederable progreſs 1n 
the rebuilding of our deſolate places; 
and if ſo, then many of you will be 
Hous'd again. Now, if it fhall pleaſe 
God to give you your deſires, to ſxc- 
ceed you in your building work, and 
to put you into zew Houſes, O this is 
that which \L_ would earneſtly 
preſs upon you , Dedicate them to 


God. 


This is the Gezerel Exhortation ; 1n 
the exforcing of which I will offer a 
few things. 1, Dothis, (not only at 
your firſt entrance, but in the whole 
courſe of your life, for this dedication 
isa continued a&t),and it will be a good 
evidence of your Perſonal-dedication ; 
if you have dedicated your ſeifto God, 
(which if you have not done, your 
condition 1s ſad), you will certainly 
dedicate your Hoxſe to God: As no 
man cax do the /atter, unleſs he do the 
former; ſo whoever doth the former, 


he will do the latter. This will evi- 
D 2 dence 
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dence alſo the Truth of gn _ the 
very power of godlineſs. O, where 
== f in _ God ſhall be in 
the Houſe ;' where the perſon 18 conver- 
ted, the Houſe ſhall be dedicated; and 
I ſcarce know any oze thing, wherein 
you have a better diſcovery of a man, 
whether he be gracious or not, godly 
or ot, than his carriage and deport- 
ment 1n, and towards his Houſe and 
Family : Doth he own God there ? ad- 
vance God there? devote Perſons, E- 
ſtate, Tatereſt,, All to God? ſurely he's 
a godly man. Abraham acted like him- 
ſelf, not only when he was willing to 
offer up his Sox, but allo when he was 
commanding his Children , and his 
Houſhold to keep the way of the 
Lord. 

2. T his 1s to do ſomething that is ſin- 
gular;this is more than what others do, 
(I mean ſuch as haveno ſupernatural 
work in them): To get a convenient 
Houſe to live in, and there to drive on 
a trade for the World, and to enjoy ' 
Creature-bleſlings, this is ordinary 3 
and this 1s all that the moſt do mind: 
and therefore, if you carry it other- 


wiſe, viz, you no ſooner have an Houſe 
| but 
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but God ſhall have that Houſe; you 
are no ſooner ſerved your ſelves, but 
God ſhall be ferved by yon; where 
you aregratified, 'God ſhall be glorifi- 
ed; This (I fay) is to do ſomething 
that hath a Bleſſed ſingularity in 
It, 
3. This is the way, #0 enjoy the pre- 
ſence of God in your Honuſes,to have him 
to dwell with you. I hope you will 
look after this : What's the Houſe if 
God be not init * What's the moſt con- 
venient habitation, the confluence of 
all external comforts and accommo- 
dations, if God be abſent 2 What dif- F 
ference would there be betwixt the 
Palace and the Dungeon, if the Sur 
ſhould withdraw. and ſo all be cover- 
ed in darkneſs? Andſohere; Make 
ſure of God's Preſence, and every 
Habitation will be ſweet. O donot 
take up with,good rooms, good furni + 
tare, good relations, good trading, but 
get a good God to dwell with you ; and 
he'l be better thanall. He ſays of his 
Church, that, He hath defired it for his Pal. 132. 1 
Habitation > This is my reſt for ever:kere bo 
will T dwell, for Thave deſired it. T he 
name of the City is Jehouah-Shammab, £#*K- 48. 3 
D 3 Would 
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Would you have the great God to 
own your habitations for hjx Habita- 
tion, to take up his reſt with you? 
Would you have your Houſes, to be 


called Jehovah-Shammah? then de di- 


cate them to the Lord. As you deſire 
the preſence of God i» you, (in a ſpeci- 
al and graciozys manner ) dedicate 
your perſons; (then you ſhall be 
the Temple of the living God, and God 
ſhall dwell in you, and walk in you ), (as 


wotrnow xd tis * emphatically expreſſed, 2 Cor. 6. 


£TEOUTATH- 
oa. 


16.) As you deſire the preſexce of God 
with you, (in a more common and 
providential way )dedicate your Houſes, 

4. Would you enjoy your Houſes 
when you have built them, let them be 


dedicated, It would be fad, after all 


Your care, coſts , HRC s that you, 


ſhould zot poſſeſs, what you lay out ſo 
much upon. *Tisa ſevere threatning, 
that in Dext.28.30. Thou ſhall build a 
Houſe, and thou ſhalt not dwell therein. 
So allo, Zeph, 1.13. Their Goods ſhall 
become a booty, andtheir Houſes a deſo- 
lation: ( that you have felt already; 
and*tis further threatned), they ſha#/ 
alſo build Houſes, but not inhabit them : 
(O that this allo, may not be executed 

upon 
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upon you), And, Amos 5. II, Te. 
have built Houſes of tys ee, but ye - 
ſhall not dwell in them, As you delire 
to be freed from this ſharp affliction, 
be faithful in the diſcharge of the du- 
ty, which Iamupon; then you are in 
the way of the Promiſe ; Iſa.65.20,21. 
They ſhall build Houſes and inhabit then, 
and they ſhall plant Vineyards, and cat 
Shy fre of them : They ſhall not build, 
and another inhabit they ſhall not 
Plant and another eat; for, as the days 
of a tree are the days of my people 5 and 
mine eleF fhall long enjoy the work of 
their hands: They ſhall not labour in 
vain, nor bring forth for trouble. T he 
good Lord accompliſh this word to 
you in this City / 

5. Life & very awncertain, He that 
was to go out fo fight with the enemy, 
he eſpecially was to dedicate his Houſe, 
becauſe ike uncertainty of his Lite, 
Dext. 20. 5.-—[ hope this will not be 
be your caſe: but however, your Life is 
very uncertain 3 you live to day, Can 
you ſay, that you ſhall live to zzorrow 2 
who knows, how ſoon this poor thred 
of Life may break in pieces? Every 
man at his beſt it ate is altogether vanity. pa, 39. 5. 

D 4 Life 
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' Life and all the Comforts of it, are 
fluid, tranſitory, uncertain. Here we have 
Hebr- 13: 14: zo abiding City, but we ſeek,one to come ; 
vit3 pojde- O enter upon your Houſes, as thoſe who 


mus, quod 4i- Have death in your eye: They are 


cere poſſumws, 


furarum dis built of Brick and firm materials, and 


trum. Que may ſtand long 3 but yan yuur ſelves, 
wobis videmur 1re made but of brittle things 5 you 
Firma ume te- L b] þ | Ta Wee 

were, ea, 7u6. are but earthly Tabernacles, 'a hittle 
_ breathing clay; you would falt every 
2s 2:4 Moment, if God did not underprop you. 
e manibus ef- Suppoſe it ſhould pleaſe God, to ſend 

uunt, Omnia X 
an enouanr #6 4 Plague,as we had a few years ago, 


vel  nobis re- (We have had a ſtrange,unuſual Winter, 


—— what it may produce I know not), 
.* of In FP - . 
Con 14, Would you be 7mpenetrable again(t the 


Linquends arrows that fly and waſt at noon-day? 
i places (fal- 91.5,6.) Can you build your 
Txor. Horat, #eW Houſes (0, that the deſtroying Angel 
: ſhall not be able to get into them? If 
you can ſecure thewz from Fire, cannot 
God kindle a fire in your Bodies,ſend a 
Fever upon you, that ſhall coxſame you 
preſently? 0 what an uncertain thing is 
Life! how many ways hath God to 
puta periodto it ! Surely therefore it 
les upon us, to dedicate our ſelves,our 
Houſes to God ; to advance him in our 
Hearts and Families; to improve all 
| . we 


LF V 


SS = CD bu Bp tun FD w So Sv 


- ans — —=S — Ld Y PP Wy, T3 bk. = A as wD& wa 


Chap. 4. DomeStickh Dedication. 


we have to hisglory ; tobe faithfulin 
the matters of Religion 3 for we know 
not how ſoon Death will comezand what 
ſhall we do in a dying hour, if we have 
liv'd in the zegleF of theſe things ? 
Thou that haſt not giver thy _ to 
God, and ſetit apart for him, Canſt 
thou expect, that he will give thee 
that imia 4 nqomun'Tesy that Houſe which 
is not made with hands, eternal in the 
Heavens ? (2 Cor. 5.1.) 

6. 'Houſe-dedication is the beſt Houſe- 
ſecurity. Would you have your Houles 
ſafe? dedicate them to God ; thereby 

you prevent God's Anger, and entitle 
what js yours, to: God's ProteFion. You 
have liv'd to ſee dreadfulthings, (God 
of his infinite mercy grant you may 
never fee the like again) : A City 
burnt ! this City burnt ! this City 
burnt withſuch Circumſtances ! Many 
Thouſands of Howſes, in the ſpace of 
three days,utterly conſum'd / O,1hat 
was it,that kindled this fierce anger of 
God againſt us What ſhall we do, that 
the like may never again befall us? Sure- 
ly theſe are #wo 2ueftions, which with 
the greateſt ſeriouſueſs, we are often to 
propound to our ſelves; I ſhall go 

no 


4t. 
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no further than that which T am upan, 
for an Anſwey to them.One cauſ-(I.tear) 
(I dare not be peremptory in aſlign- 
ing the cauſes of a judgmentlo unſearch- 
able), was, our not-dedicating of our 
Houſes to Goa : Non-dedication brings 
deſolation; Had Religion,the power of 
Godlineſs, been ſet up and keptup in 
your Houſes, they -:ight have ſtood to 
this day, for ought I know. This, as to 
the firſ# Queſtion: As tothe ſecond, 1 
fay only this, If you would not drink 
of this Jirter cup again, dedicate your 
Houſes to Ged, Do nct think your walls 
and bricks will ſecure you, if fin be 
harboured, and God kept out of doors: 
Tf there fhould be no maliciozs mer, 
(or rather incarnate Devils ) here upon 
earth, there isa juſt and jealows God in 
Heaven. This duty will be your beff 
ſecurity : Do you dedicate, and God 
| will prote@. Ialways ſubmit to God's 
 Soveraignty, and to his ſecret Reſerves, 
(which are beſt known to Himſelf), 
(and how much there was of theſe as 
to the dealings of God with wany. Fa- 
milies in this City, 1n the late judgment, 
I cannot determine) : But as to the 
ordinary r.ethods ot God, and asto his 
revealed 
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revealed will, we have great enconrage- 
ment to hope for ProteFion and Pre- 


ſervation, whilſt we fincerely deſire, 
' tocome up to Houſe-dedicating duty. 


O (my Brethren) be not offended 
either at my l/argeneſs or plainneſs in 
this my advice; you have not my Pex, 
but my heart in what I write, And I 
ſhall think, (though I am ſen(tble of 
many _— that I have wrote well, 
if I may but fee you to do well. All 
that I aim at is ſucceſs, in bringing you 
to Dedication-work. * Suetonias tells us Lib-G.c. 31. 


C— of Nero, which I ſhall make * © { *< 


eof; When he had built him a brave ante. wo 


Palace, and had dedicated it, he ſaid, **%itare c=piſ- 
Now he began to live like a man. 1 allude?” 
not to his ſexſe, (for that was naught ), 
but to his words. You are now prepa- 
ring new Houſes, andere long you 
hope todwell in them; Oh whenever 

it ſhall be ſo, dedicate them to God, 
then you'l live and aCt like true Chriſti- 
ans. *l is better to be without an Houle 
than without az Heart, to dedicate it 
to God, *Tis never rightly ordered 


. - , + 3 Copnati- 
and managed, till it be dedicated ; a” 


cum 713), (Reftus): nam initiare aliquid, et illud refte diſponere. 
Aven, . : 
This 


44 _ Domeſiich Dedication, Part. 2. 
This in Gezeral; but T muſt not leave 
the Exhortation thus ; I will go over the 
Particulars, that make up this Honſe- 


dedication, and preſs them upon you 
diſtin#ly. 


—_ 
— 


CHAP, V. 


The Particular Branches of Houſe- 
Dedication urged. 


—_ therefore, Enter upon your 
Houſes by ſolemn Prayer and 
Praiſe. Theſe two are (as it were) the 
ſtaple Duties of Religion 5 Jnthe one, 
we acknowledg what we wazt, in the 
other, what we have; In the one we 
teltifie our own emptineſs, in the other 
God's goodneſs; In the one we take from 
God, inthe otþer we giveto God, But 
'tisnot for me to run. out upon theſe, 
in the gereral nature or notion of them) 
Iamonly to ſpeak to them,according 
to the preſent confederation. T hat which 

I have to do is this; to exhort you, 
(as the good Providence of God ſhall 

. tix you in New Habitations), that you 
would make your Entrance by Solewn 
Prayer and Praiſe, (You know what I 
mean 
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mean by 8olemn Prayer and Praiſe, that 
hath been already opened): You muſt 
have the foundations of your Houſes 
twice laid ; they are firſt laid by your 
workmen.,in a common and literal ſenſe; 
then they muſt be /azd by your ſelves 
again, ina ſpiritual and religious fenle , 
by Prazer and. Praiſe : And indeed the 
firit laying is not ſafe or firm without 
this. In our entrings upon New Houſes 
we have ſeveral civil rites and cuſtoms; = 
there are * Fegftinge: great Entertain * Many oper 
ments 3 Friends come and rejoice with Houle: =p 
us, and ſend in their Proviſions to be theſe Feaſt- 
merry with us3 and this they call 'ng5-Sce 44a- 
"7 42 '  , 7 rianaando- 
onſe airing, or Houſe-warming * 1 hers cited in 
have nothing to ſay againft this »ſage, Lorinss upon 
provided, 1. That this be ſoberly and 94 2945+ | 
temperately managed Co That the dicitur, quan. 
main dnty to.God be not negletted. But 40 cum ſolew- 
, A: * 4 nm aliquo ritu, 
the miſery of itisthis, we have theſe ,,j,,iviviore} 
external expreſſions of Love and Joy, «ſu: inchoa- 
when the religiovs part is omitted. I his © Menoch. 
I tind former *Writers much lamenting, * Xos hodie 
O lzt not your Dedications lie in eating 2% 9s Do 
REF 4 X x mos noitr as 
and drinking, (much lefs in intempe- pedicamus, pa- 
rum expenden. 


tes divinum beneficium. Muſcul. Nuxc fere res tota verſa eG i lIuxum 
Conviviorum © plarimas Helluationes, Moller. 
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rance and inſobriety), but in Prayer and 

Praiſe. *Tis obſerved 

* Hoc etiamnum fit d Fudai, of the * Jews,that they 

Jed helluands, pergracanda, Iu- yet keep the Fe aſt of 
endo, aliiſq; obletamentis, po0« EGS 

tins feflums agitant, quam ſeris Dedication 5 but how 

al Draw $ratiaram altione, ob do they keep it? In 

Buxtort, mg Fadaic. cap, willing, dri hi "9 70 

_ : moderate uſe of the 

Creatures,and the like; 

but as for the ſerious remembrance of 

God's mercy, vouchſafed to their Na- 

tion(upon which that Feaſt was groun- 

ded), that is loſt, O that it was not 

thus amongſt Chriſtians, upon other 

Accounts ! what feafting are we like 

to have in this City, as perſons ſhall 

come into their New Habitations?Pray 

take heed of exceſs 3 do not ſo ſoon for- 

get Gods puniſhing of you for #his, 

(whichTI look upon as one of the Ci- 

ties fins); and withall make Conſci- 

ence of the main. As ſoon as you are 

ſetledin your Houſes, dedicate them by 

Prayer and Praiſe. David here as ſoon 

as his Houſe was built.(for ſoI told you 

ſome Expoſitors time the words), he 

falls upon the dedication of it by Prayer 

and Praiſe, I beſeech you, do you de 

as he dd. pe 


de. a 4 _aw... at _.. I. aa. 
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Awordto each of theſe; Fir for 
Prager. That's a duty always ſeaſonable 
but in the preſent caſe very ſeaſonable. 
Howſhall our dwellings be */an@ified, « p,com pu- 
but by Prayer 2 Thisis the 8 anfifying Inuntur, p 
Ordinence, 1 Tim. 4.5. As fin _ pomed? = _— 
the Houſe, Prayer ſan#ifies it : How Sculter. 
will you teſtifie your dependance upon 
God, for mercy in your Houſes but 
by Prayer How will you own God _. _ 
to be your Chief Landlord,- that you __ _ 
holdall from him, that you are þzs, and 6axcur. Calv. 
fooe Howſe is his, and your All is his 2 
ſay, how will you own God thus, if 
you do not enter with Prayer £ Will 
you ſettle upon your Houſes, and not 
ask God's leave? You will not enter 
into your Neighbours ,Houſe, but you 
will ſay fir ft, By your leave ; Is not your 
Houſe, Eſtate, Goods, All, the Lord's 2 
and will you invade his Bleſſings with- 
out his Leave? Do you expect Pro- 
teffion from God, that he will keep 
your Houſes day and night, and will 
you not in a ſolemn and ſpecial manner 
pray for this? Can you look for any 
blefling, but 1n the way of Prayer 2 O 
let ſome time apart for the ſolemn per- 
formance of this duty : Oh, ler your 
Prayers 


& 


8 
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Prayers enter: Heaven, .as ſoon as'you 


enter into your Hoxſes ; and plead with 
God, thus : Lord, T juſtifie thee inthy 
judicial diſpenſations; thou waſt juſt. in 


turning me out of my former Habit ation, 


for IT did not pay thee my rent for its, 1 


did not only deſerve to have my Houſe in 
Flames, "but to have my Soul to buruin 
Hell for evermore: Notwithſtanding for- 
mer forfeitures , preſent unworthineſs, 
thou haſt provided another Houſe for me 
and mine, Lord, T am leſs than the leaſ 
of all thy mercies but ſince out of thy 


. Free mercy thou haſt mage this proviſion 


for me, help me to own thee in it to carry 
it better than formerly T have done >, Let 
71y Houſe and Heart ,and all be ſaactified; 
let me live and walk in it with aperfed 
heart. Let me devote it. and all in it to 
thy glory 3 let thy ſpecial preſence be with 
me,and thy ſpecial providence over me; 
Secure me from all evil, and from miſ- 
chievous men, who are ſet on fire with 
Hell: Let not my Houſe be good, and mj 
Heart naught As my Houſe is new, let 
»1y Heart be new alſo : Lord, There de- 
dicate my Houſe to thee: T and my Houſe 
will ſerve thee, But I muſt break off 
trom this; the $pirit of God will 6 
re 
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re you and ffiſt you, when with ſia” 
cerity youſet upon'the Duty, , __..: 

Add. then, as ;to Praiſe; In antient. 2 
Dedications they uſed togivegiftsand' Nov poteft, 
to offer Sacrifices : In the dedicating off"'-*125i26: 
your Houſes to God, let your' Gifts eynoſotr,, 
and Sacrifices be Prajſe3 this is more/Ts earamnr. 
toGodthan all Legal, or Moſaical 8a nevi: on” 
erfices, Pſal.50, E3. I 4. Pfal. 69+-30,j01uibus rebus, 
31. 'Tisof great advantage, for men” 17M 
to enter upon their Comforts... With.guid in uſum 
Thankegiving.; *We do nat ſo eaſily abuſe vevit, Graves: 
mercies, which we ſolemnly bleſs Godfor..;\ 1, pn 
Get ſuch aſexſe of the goodyeſs of God amore Dei , os 


- 
. 


upon your hearts, as to'call ypon-youn #* 4 _— 


ſelves,.to bleſs God; Ab, and to calf I nnditainy l. 
others $00, to bleſs God for. you and fmnlqneadmie; 
with gou.3 This was David's pradfiſedA8 Ty mui 
I might ſhow you [in ſeveral places); catifim? ues 
and inthe managing of this, F would '*7; Qu... 
have you in a ſpecial manner to Hit ;y, ad lnxun; 
upon thoſe mercies whieb' have a more pro 90 jow 
immediate reference tothe occaſion; Ay = Eg? 
for example, your Hoſes were burnt, 
but (as to the oi? of you),! a confide- 
rable part of your Eſtates was preſerwd; 
however yoxr Lifes were not tough'd; 
Indeed. this was admirable, thatiin {o' 
fercefo terrible a fire the Lifes of more 

E were 


Pſal. 76. 10. 
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were not deftroy'd : It might have 
been with us as with Sodohr,ourperſons 
as well as our- Forſes and Eftates might 
have bin conſumred;but the rercifulGod 
ordered it otherwiſe. Loftown'd it asa | 
ſingular mercy, (though he loft mach) 
that his Life was ſpared, (when Sodom 
was burnt), Ge. 19. 19, 'T'was mercy 
that when we were # flames, we were 
not iz blood too; that twas not F:1ling 
and ruwrdering , -as well as burning; 
Bleſſed be God, who reſtraint the re- 
mainder of wrath. Twas mercy, that 
he provided other Habitationsfor'you, 
in your greatſ#rajghts 3 Thatfo much - 
of the City was ſpared, to be an Har- 


\boxr to you :. That many 6f you; who 


have been thruſtcinto very* zo m- 
diows places, Hhave'yet enjoy'd #s much 
health as ever you did in the midſt of 
your beft accommodations; that after 
a loiig and ſad war, it mor ens as 
to reſtore again” rhe bleſſing of Peace 
tous, (without: which this poor City 
muſt yet have cortizmed m its aſhes): 
That ſo good and fo fwll an AZ hath 
been paſ/ed by the Swpream Authority | 
of the Nation, to farther the repairing 
of our breaches: That-God _ - 
c 
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fed you with fuch a > a of Aw. 


ear you are mn a-cap ©. Grite ns 
baild orto take new 7 (org rea af- Rho _ 
ter a ſhort ejeFnent lout'of your 'old x rgh- Deus, 
- Honſet, 'Godhath provided others for ,. ; —_ 


-you, /and brought -yowints ther, (as Rm. C.2. 
'your true * Dolvideras pews”)? There? 187. 
aremany other merjes that Tam fave 

do hen. yolrwus — 0: PROUI | 
ur Re-entrys ha lemiats, 
Foes reps of theſe frawal -bleſſmgs. (: prong 
And when yay are upas #bie duty, ] Pacificorums. 


Hebry ai vocant 


would canmend three things tO YOU. c, hich Shelg. 
'T,.8 whether in "that Lace "Saerife 


great diftreſr, that warupon”you in the (5m -55 = 
Tavp ent LA tid not-nths' ome ſolewn Wir wane Ca? 
Vows qytl Promiſes #0 Gog;"in w/o P — 
yOu? FF one, null? ur- 
"firre (without Helay) you nnke #ÞRepm gente neceſita» 


good *, 'Q U@not forger:the vos that te offerebatur x 


Foumde fiſthe day y of your fins ——— 
-Pſal. 76.11, Vow att} pay unto #he Lord turex rp 
"your God. PAl. 66. 13, T4. 7 will 20, By K vr [eu 
into t thy Hogſe with Buys erimgs, if we een 
will pay'thee' "7 —_— wbieh. my lips pang 
have uttered, and my month bath ſpoken, 1.1; oblatu- 
whey 'T was in trouble, Eecdleſ.'5. 4, 5. 11m filiberare- 


"When thou poweft a Vow uuto'God, defer as o yu +, 


\#20t to pay tt; for be hath no pleaſure i 12+ ZÞ« 
E 2 Fools 5 
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Fools ;, pay that which thou haſt vowed 

. Better it is, that thou ſhould ſt not vow, 
than that thou ſbouldſt vow and not pay. 
(1 Friends), I leave it with you in 
your own Conſciences to conſider, 
whether under the late aw2azing,terri- 

' » ble Providence, you did not enter 
. upon ſome Goes Yows and. Promiſes 
to the great God; if you did, do not 

_ forget, or falſifie them 3 Szncerity in 
2owing, lies in fidelity in performing: 
When the Emperor Sigmund, (being 

in a ſore fit of ſickneſs, 'and, making 
then high Promiſes of Reformation, 

in caſe he ſhould recover), asked his 
Confeſſor, how he might know, 3/he- 
ther he was ſincere or not, in bis Repen- 
tance? the Confeſſor anſwered him, If 

(faith he) you be #s careful to make good 

in your health, what you now promiſe, a 

you are forward now in your extremity 

to promiſe;then your Repentance is right, 

So here I ſay, ſhould any of you ask 

me, (we had great convidtions and ter- 

78r5 upon our ſpirits, when the Czty 

was in flames,O we vow dand promisd 

thus and thus to God, ſuch. ſ#,:s5 we 

would leave,ſuch duties we would per- 
: form),Were we ſincere in all this? Aol. If 
| you 
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you now make godd, what then you en- 
gaged to do, then you were; but other- 


wiſe not. Men are very forwardtopro- 


miſe in a dayof affiiFior, but very 


backward to perform ina day of com- 


fore. *Twas Pliny's wiſh, Otinam 
tales efſe ſani perſeveraremus, quales 
nos futuros profitemmr infirmi; And *tis 


. mine; 0 that we were the ſame under 


mercies, that we are under judgments! 
that we wereas good at performing un- 
der the former, as we are at promiſing 
under the /ater.I did not think,to.have 
ſaid ſo much upon this, but I fearthere's 
need of all this,and of muchmore:O do 
not think,thatGod will beput off with 
yourPraiſe andTÞanks(when you enter 
into your newHoxſes if you do not pay 
whatyon vowedwhenyou were in trouble; 
2dly. When you are bleſſing God, for 
what is preſent, do nov forger what is 
pa# ; whillt you acknowledg his good- 
eſs in your Ncw Habitations,  do-not 
forget his ſeveritie,in what befell your 
Old Habitations. As Judgments muſt 
not joltle out the remembrance of Mer- 
cier, ſo Mercies muſtnor joltle out the 
remembrance of Fudgntents. 'Iſrae!'s 
forgetfalneſs of the works of God, is 
$--- often 


T» 
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often charged npon them, P/al. 106. 
13. They ſoon forgat his works 3 (© paſ- 
ſims). Are not we herein too guilty al- 


{67.0 thegreatthings, that God hath 


done in okr' Age, (an Age made up of 
wonders)! but how ſoon are they for+ 

ten by us. That his gracious works 
ſhould be forgotten, that is not fa 
much to be wondred at, ( our curſed 
Natures being ſo apt to forget mer- 
cies); but that, j#dicial, and ſuch ju- 
dicial works of God, ſhould io pre- 
{cntly be out of our thoughts and- me» 
mories, this is very ſtrange, I will in- 
ſtance only,in the late Plagae and Fire, 
Good God | How many perſons were 


ſwept away by the one, how many Houſes 


laid deſolate by the other ! and yet how 
{por are both forgot ! Thele were Judg- 
ments very hardly to be parallePd, ei- 
ther at Home or abroad 3 God (ſcarce 


ever) did the like before, (and1 truſt 


Will never do the like again ); but they 
are paſt and gone, and men/ſcarce ever. 
think of them. 0 that London's Flames 
that were ſo hardly. extinguiſhed, and 
put out with ſs much of difficulty. ſhould 


Jaealily be put ont of the thoughts aud 
 memgries of the wojt. *Iis but yeſterday 


fince 
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ſouce this poor City, eas nathing but. 4 
furnace of Fire and; Smoke ; ſince this 
raging Element waſted all before it, 
C ſcorning all checks | aud controls, 
aughing at. our poor Ladders engHe” 
kets); ſince it came upon us, and went 
on with that fury, as if owr I des % 
Water had beer rarn d. into Tides of 
Fire: 0 the beautifal, Churches, the 
magnificent Buildings, the convenient 
Houſes, that it (with the greateſt im- 
partiality) laid deſolate in a few dayes { 
0 the many Families that were utterly 


undone ! O the burries and diſtraFions 


that it cauſed amongſt us ! O the dread- 
ful proſpetts that Thad then in my eye, 
the dreadful noiles that I bad then in 
my car, (by the crackling. of the Tiles, 
the falling aud blowing up of Houſes), 
ſhall Tever forget them & O the ringing 
of Hagnds, the paleneſs of Faces, the 
weeping eyes, the great diſtreſs of poor 
Citizens that then T ſaw, fpall T ever 
forget it? I believe, you ſaw the ſame too, 
and yet we do forget * 4h, if London 
was built again, and the Ruines and 
Rubbiſh bat a little out of our eye, I fear 
all that God hath done, would in a lit- 
the time be remembred no more, A Py- 
E 4 ramid 


33 


54 


Domeſtich Dedication. Part. 2. 
ramid will not be enough to perpetuate 
the memorials of this, if we be left to 
our ſelves, I therefore entreat, and 
beſeech you,(the Citizens of London) 
to keep freſh in your memories, the 
late terrible ontgoings of Providence, 


| both againſt your ſelves in particular, 


and againſt the City in general : and 
in the day of your Praiſes, and in the 
midft of all your rejoycings for preſent 
mercies,O remember what is paſt, How 
that ſhould"be remembred, and how 
the rompndelach of it 1s to be 7-ypro- 
ved, I cannot here inlift upon; I de- 
lire to ſhun prolixity, and yet I am 
guilty of it. NCTE, SE Ohh 9 


*gdly. In your initial Thenkegivinge, 


do this alſo; Where God hath bleſſed 
For, with conſiderable Eſtates, ſee that 
3oua ſet PR apart for charitable 
ſes .Let your T; Ir por.0n be Thanks- 
Aoing; Do ſomething towards the re- 
lief of them that are in want,of them, 
thar were great S»fſerers by the late 
Frrez and towards others too, who are 
great objes of Charity. Hath God - 
yet ſpared you an Eſtate? O devoteit 
$0 his glory, andthe good of his poor 
peceſſyays lervapts z Liherality to ſuch, 


F 
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is anexcellent concomitant to the duty 
of Praiſe, and a very high Teſtimony 
of the reality of your Gratitude.l leave 
this with you, and (for ſome reaſons) 
[ willnot further ex/arge upon it: So 
much for the enforcing of the Firſt 

Branch of Houſe-Dedication. 
Secondly, In the Dedication of 
your H yay to God, ] advile,Fiduci- 
' ally commit them to God. This umplies, 
I.4 caſting-off of all Creature-props and 
dependancies for ſafety and Preſerva- 
tion. 2.4 flying to God for his ProtefFion, 
3. Areſting or relying upon God, for 
this mercy. Commit your _ thus 
to God; and if you would do it, in 
a ſokemn explicit way, when you enter 
into them, and then keep the imepreſſt- 
ox of this upon your Spirits a/ along, 
It would be of great uſe to you, The 
poor Heathens had their Tutelar Gods, 
upon whors they rely'd,tor the keeping 
of their Houſes 3 ( Theſe were the 
Lares , Penates, Yui wreniÞin, Domes 
ſtickGods), (of whomthe Philologers 
write much). The True God muſt be 
by zo owned and reſted upon, for 
the preſervation of your Houſes. Alas, 
Where canwe be /afe, or our __ _» 
afc 
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Gfe, butunder the ſhadow of the, 4k 
mighty? (Pſal. gi. 1.) What can (© 
cure us but that providence, that 15 
always waking and watchful? look to 
your perſons, what a world. of acct» 
dents are youliabletoz each of which 
is ar 6 ro make a ſpeedy diſpatch of 
you: When you are at hoxee,'cis but the 
breaking of a beam, and you are goze ; 
when you walk in the Streets, 'tis but 
the faling of a Brick, or a Tile, or a 
wall, or the breaking of a wheel (when 
'ou are juſt by a loader Cart), or an 
| ſuch Caſxalties and contin- 
gencies,and there is ax exe put to your 
Life. How wary 11 this City, every 
xeekare taken away by ſad and ſuddex 
Accidents! and indeed I wonder 'tis 
not more. Welive invirog d and. far- 
rounded by Deaths, that may come 
upon us in ways that we never dreamt 
of. Little did the Poet Z/chylas, when 
he was fitting in his Tard, think that 
there he ſhould receive his wortal 
woxrd:; but ſoit was, for (as the fary 
goes ) he litting there, with his Hat off, 
an Exgle hovering over his bald bead, 
and miſtaking it for a foxe, letifall an 
Oytter, (hoping by the tall to break 


the | 
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the bell), which falling upon this poor 
man's head, pierced his s&al/, and fo he 
dy'd. And thus it happens in a #hox- 
and caſes. What need have we there- 
fore, tolive ina conſtant dependance 
upon God for his Prote&zon? And fo 
as to our Houſes, how many unſeen 
dangers do hang qver them, if God 
do not keep them : All your care, pre- 
pentions, lignitie nothing without this 3 
Set your Watches, build in Brick, look 
to your Fires and Lights, . this will not 
do your work, witheut God's keeping. 
Except the Lord build the Houſe , they 
labour in vain that build it : Except the 
Lord keep the City. the watchmau waketh 
but in vain, Pal. 127.1. I would not 
take you off tromthe uſe of zzeans for 
your ſafety, but do not tra? here 3*Tis 
God only that makes you to dwell in ſa- 
fety, Pſal, 4. 3. And therefore dedicate 
your Howjes to God, (that is) commit 
them to his vigilant and HolyProteGion; 
and then fear not. I know (vpor what 
#paſt) thouſands in this Czty, riſe up in 
in the morning, {ze down at night full 
of Fears; O that we could quiet our 
hearts by holy Truſt ; what we put in- 
to the hands of God, 1s above wy 
| reac 
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reach of 4; He that hath the Pro- 
teFion of Heaven, needs not fear the 
malice of Hel}. Saints may encourage 


_ themſelves inthe midſt of all dangers 


and ezewries whatſoever, from the con- 
fideration of that tender and gracious 
Providence, which is over them, for 
the preſerving of their Perſons, Eſtates, 
Habitations , and all that: belongs to 
them; Pſc121. 3,4. He that keepeth thee 
will not ſlumber. Behold, he that keepeth 
Iſrael ſhall neither ſlumber nor ſleep. The 
Lord is thy keeper, the Lord is thy ſhade 
upon thy right hand; The Sun ſhall not 

mite thee by day, nor the Moon by night; 
The Lord ſhall preſerve thee from all evil, 
he ſhall preſerve thy Soul ;, The Lord ſhall 
preſerve thy going out,and thy coming in, 
from this time forth and even for ever- 
2rore. Plal. 145. 20. The Loyd prefer- 
weth all them that love him.1{a,g.s .Upon 
all the glory fpall be a defence, Job 1. 
10. Haſt thou not made an hedge about 
bin, and about his Houſe, and about all 
that be hath on every ſide © Prov. 12. 7. 
The Houſe of the Righteows ſhall ſtand. 
Read Pſalm 91. *Tis an excellent 


 P/almfor the ſupport of Faith, as to 


Perſonal and Houſe-preſervation, Now 
upon 


. - 
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| upon ſuchenconragements as theſe, be 


perſwaded, to commit your Selves, 


and your Allto God; Put all into his 


Hands, fiducially reſt upon hing, and 
you exgage him. to. take care of you, 
and to ſecure you from all evil. Prov. 


29. 25. Whoſo putteth his truft in the 


Lord, (hall be ſafe."Plal. 17. 7. Shew thy 


marvellons loving kindneſs, O thou that 
ſaveſt by thy right hand, them which put 


their truſt in thee, from thoſe that riſe 
wp againſt themglt the Frome of Pro- 
teFiox, and preſervation be not lite- 


in 
off ſome particular evils, they ſha lbe 
made good ſome gther way ,which will 
be better for you 3 O therefore zruſ# 
God, and do not give way to Fear: 
when you fi enter upon your dwel- 
lings, commitall to God; andevery 
morning, every night, rexw this aCt 
of truſt, and it will be well. You may 
be called the Honſe-keepers,but in truth 
Gad is the Howſe-keepey , (both as to 
Proviſion, and alfo as to Protedtion) : 
and they muſt needs be well kept, if 
the Almighty God be the - keeper of 
them. Aſez and Devils can neither 
touch an baiy of your Heads, nor 4 
rite 
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tile of your Houſes, but fſt they muſt 
have his permiſſun, which he will ne- 
ver grant them,but upan very wiſe and 
weighty grounds. EE 
| Thirdly, Set up, and advance Reh- 
g70n in your Houſes : This 1s the prigc- 
pal thing in this Houſe-dedication, 'and 
this I Gall ſpend much time upon, 1 
fay, ſet up Religion in yaur Howſes'; 
this is, To dedicate them #5 God. Some 
talk of Religious Houſes, (they do but 
zalk of them, their praFices are known 
well enough); let yours be fach in 
good earneſt, let them be Religzow 
Houſes indeed. What is the Houſe with- 
out Religion ? ſurely a very fad, and 
diſmal place! *tis better to be, where 
there 1s no /zght, no food, no external 
conveniencies, than where there 1s no 
ſenſe or due owning of God, Homer 
ſpeaking of an Houſe, where the Hut- 
band or the Wife, or the Maſter, 'or 
the Miſtreſs is dead, he calls it, 
Spy nwrthn, an Houle that is but half- 
perfer;; becauſe a principal member 18 
wanting: What is that Houſe, where 
Religion is wantine £ That's indeed 
ours njerreAne (far there the main thing, 
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of Conitantine (that bleſſed Emperor), 
In every room itt his Houſe, he had the 
Numeand Title of bis Saviour, written 
in great Chara&ers; to note, thit his 
Houſe, and every part thereof, was \ge+ 
dicuted unto Chriſt : Would'yoy thus 
do? 'do not ſet up Names upon Your 
walls, 'but fet up Religion in your Fa- 
milies: And *tis recorded of *that 
eminent Martyr, Bojoop Hooper, that in 
every corner of his Houſe, there was _ 
ſent of hy fs : Or tit mi tpht 
rg ay Tremtellins (| Seals of Fo 
motis Cra#mer's Houle: h he ſays, Tt was 
Schola &* paleſtra Pietatis \ Litera- 
rams A Fchool, ja Narſery, a place ſet 
a part for the extrciſe of Religion, and 
Literature - Might your Houſes be ſuch, 
whata bleſſed thing would it be ! then 
they would be Berhels, (as Jacob called 
that place, where God appeared to 
him, Gep. 28. 19.); not Berh-avens, 
(Houſes of vanity), but Bethels, the 
Houſes of the Lord. 'Let me allade 
to that of David, 1 Chron. 29. 1. The 
Palace is not for man, but for the Lord 
God. Your Houſes are not only for 
you todwell in, bat God muſt have a 


Toon, manſion, refidence in them ; __ 
ow 
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how can that be, if Relzgion be not ad- 
vanced there ?——J/hat (faith the Apo- 
ſtle) have ye not Houſes to eat and to 
drink in 2 And (ſay I),bave ye Houſes 
only for this ? that there you may eat 
and drink, and trade, and #2ind your 
Secular affairs? ſurely, ſomething more 
muſt be done 3 they muſt be conſecrated 
to God, Religion muſt have a throne 

in them, and beſet up inthem. 
This might be urg*d upon you, from 
ſeveral Conſiderations Some might be 
taken, from that z»trinſeck excellency, 
that is in Religionz O look upon it as 
it is in it ſe{f,*tis a g/ori0xs and excellent 
thing. *'Tis the Creatures due reſpett to 
his Creator; it ſpeaks a due ſenſe of God, 
that the ſoul is in a right frame and po- 
fare towards God. *Ti1s the ſumme 
of all; All Graces, Dutzes, are ſumm'd 
up in this 6ze word, RELIGION. 'Tis 
Man's higheſt advangement ; what a 
poor thing 1s Mar, if he be not a Saint 
what 1s Reeſor without Religion /=— 
This is a point as wait as the Ocean, if 
I might /axnch: out into it. It being 
' thus, Shall not Aelig:oz be promoted, 
advanced in your Houſes £ All ſpeak 
well of it in the General, but when it | 
Comes 


x Cor, 11, 22- 
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comes to-particel.r pradtice and appli- 
cation, 'there they diſcover but low 
thoughts of it. Belides this znherext ex> 
cellency in Religion, pray, conlider 

the bleſſed advantages ang benefits, that 
goalong with it,and flow fromit, 'Tis 

the great prop and pillar, which ſur 
ſtains Houſes and Familiesy take awa 

this, the Hauſe falls, (as that did, when 
Samſon had: pull'd away. the pillars of ] udg. 17-29, 
it): Prov, 24-3, 4. Through wiſdom 
an Houſe bnilded, and by underſtanding 
it is eſtabliſhed, and by knowledg ſhall 
the Chambers be filled with all preci- 
ous and. pleaſant riches.; Surely, the 
Wiſe man doth not ſo much intend here 
moral,as ſpiritual and religious wiſdom :: 
and by this, he tells us, the Hoſe is, 
L. ereFed; 2, eftabliſhed\,3, enriched, 
W hat a gainful thing is Religion / * Tis 
the very Nerves and Sizews, the, boyd 
and ligament, the Cement of all Socie- 
ties Kingdoms, Cities,, Families, are 
all jointed, faſined, ſupported by this: » 
"Tis ourvx Tizos «T6005 Ths Korvavidcs as 
Platarch ſpeaks); and (as the * Phils- * 4rif.Politic. 
Jopher tells us), the proſperity of all de- 

pends upon it, This 1sthat which lays 

the foundation of all Bleſſirgs; Houſe- 
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dedication (in the ſetting up of Relig 
on in it) is always accompanied with 
God's benediFion: O, Religious Hou- 
ſes are blefſed Houſes ; God bleſſed Obed- 
Edo: for the Ark's ſake, 1 Chron. 13. 
14. Hisbleſſing upon Perſons and Fa- 
milies, commences from the very day 
and hoxr, in which Religion is ſet up, 
Hag. 2.18, 19. Conſider now from this 
day, andupward:; from this day will 
bleſs you. How exa@ and punttual is 
God, in his rewarding of Piety. O 
mind the intereſt of Aelzgioz, you will 
Never find it,. to be a vain Or unprofit- 
able thing 3 all bleſſwgs lic in the womb 
of it ; Mercies here,mercies hereafter; 


the Mercies of the Throne, and the 


mercies of the Foot-ſtool,all grow upon 
this fruitful root, 1 Tim. 4.8, Godli- 
neſs is profitable unto all things, having 
the promiſe f the Life that now 3s, and 
of that which is to come. Will you not 


encourage, and mind, and promote | 
Religion in your Houſes £ 
I might enter upon Particulars ; 


Would you have your Habitations 
Bleſſed? 1o asto be ſecured trom all 
evil, filled with all goods ſoastobe 
made delightful and comfortable to 

, you? 
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you? Let Religion be there; would 
you have a bleſſmg upon your Children, 


your Poſterity s Be religious your lel ves, 


and ſet up Religion in your Houſes, 
Pſal. 112. 2. His ſeed ſhall be mighty 
upon the Earth: the Generation of the 
Upright ſhall be bleſſed. Prov. 20. 7. 


The juſt man walketh in his integrity, his ' 


Chilaren are bleſſed after him. Deut. 5. 
29. O that there were ſuch an heart in 
them, that they would fear me, that it 
might be well with then, and with their 
Children for ever, The Poſterity of 
Obed-Edom, was bleſſed tor the Ark's 
fake. See it 1 Chroy. 26,8, Firſt,God 
bleſſed this 0bed-Edom, with a numer- 
ous Progeny; you read there of Three- 


ſeore and two, who deſcended from 


him. 2d!y, Theſe were all imployed in 
the Houſe of God. 3dly, They were en- 
abled to diſcharge their imployment. 
aly, They were advanced to great dig- 
nity; they were made Axlers and 
Commanders, through the Houſe of 
their Father. (Theſe things are ob- 


ſerved to my Hand, by an Eminent Biſh. Brown- 
Perſon). So that, as you love your j8': met 
Children, and. would entail God's 
bleſſing upon them, let Religion be re« 

F a garded 
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| garded and promoted by you.Would you 
have a bleſſing upon your Families £ let 
Religion be there, 1 Chroz. 13. 14. 
The Lord bleſſed the Houſe of Obed-Ed om. 
and all that he had: *'Tis more exprels, 
2 Sam,6. 11. The Lord bleſſed Obed- 
Edom, and all his Houſhold. O who 
would not extertain the Ark in his 
Houſe ! That preciows Ointment, that 
' Pal. 134. 2. Was Poured upon the head of Aaron,it 
went down to the shirts of his Gar- 
ments : If you be faithful-in the buſt- 
neſs of Religion, God will pour down 
his bleflings upon your ſelves, and they 
ſhall ruz down alſo upon all that belong 
to you. Allin a Family fare the better 
for Religion, Would you have a bleſſing 
upon your Eſtates £ look to Religion. 
Piety, the Fear and Jorfhip of God, 
owned and farthered by you, are the ' 
beſt way, both for keeping and encrea- 
ſing thele outward enjoyments, Prov. 
I5.6. In the Houſe of the Righteous 3s 
zmch Treaſure, but 1 the revenues 0 
the Wicked is much Trouble. Prov. 13. 
22. A good manleaveth an inheritance, 
to his Children's children and the 
wealth of the ſinner i laid up for the 
juſt. Holy Job, thus dedicated his 
Houſe, 
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Houſe,and therefore God »1ade ar hedg Job 1: 10+ 
about him, and about all that he had on 
every ſide, | and bleſjed the work of his 
hands, and increaſed his ſubſtance. ] 
The Jews have a ſaying, that Decime 
are ſepes Divitiarum: Tythes are a fence 
or heag to guard and ſecure all that a 
man hath. O, would you have your 
Eſtates ſecured £ do you ſecure and ex- 
alt Religion, and that will ſecure you 
and yours. You fee, here 1s bleſſzr 
pon bleſſing, 1n the diſcharge of this ' 
weighty and fundamez.tal Duty : But 
what if men will yet negle@t this? and 
luffer Atheiſm, irreligion, profaneneſs, 
wickedneſs, to be in their Houles? 
what ? O let ſuch know, they are under 
the curſe of God; they aud their Honſes 
are liable to the dreadful cxrfes, which 
the Word denounces : And what are 
all Comforts in the Houſe, when the 
curſe of God is upon it, God's bleiting 
ſmweetens all, his curſe imbitters all; 
Woto them whoſe Houſes are under a 
Curſe ! Prov. 3. 33. The curſe of the 
Lord, is in the houſe of the wickec! x but 
he bleſſeth the Habitation of the jus. 
Zach. 5. 4. you read of the Curſe ex- 
tring into the houſe of the Thief, it ſhatl 


3 Yem Ala 


68 Domeſtichk Dedication. Part 2. 

remain in the midſt of his houſe, and 

ſhall conſume it, with the timber thereof, 

and the ſtones thereof. O let Atheiſti- 

cal Maſters of Families, that never 

mind Relig702 in themſelves,or in their 

Houſes,tremble upon the contideration 

of that flying roll of Curſes, that hangs 

over them. O you Citizens, Merchants, 

Tradeſmen, (whatever your rank or 

occupation 1s), if you love God, if 

you love your Selves, your Children, 

p_ Servants, your Eſtates, let this 

e the firſt thing you do, Set up Reli- 

gion in your Houſes, This was kept 

upin the time of thePatrzarchs.altoges 

ther by what they did in their F amzlzes 

- (for their Families then were as ſo 

Familie F4" many Domeftick:Churches, and all the 
Domeftice Ec- Churches that were then in being), 
Flefi. Pareus And Religion now riſes or falls in the 
1n Gen. 183.19. Ec . : 
TT world, as menregard it in their Fams- 
lies. How many might you bring in 

to God, did you thus dedzrcate your 

Houſes ? how many might be corver- 

ted, by living in religious places? 

what a mercy would it be to poor 

Creatures, to /zye under your roof, it 

you wculd but do your duty herein ? 

wlicreas upon your neglect of it, what 

PSY + TR, a gr0C” 
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a grievous thing is it, (to perſons that 

have any ſenſe of God) to live with 
you? Pſal. 120. 5. Wo 7s me, that 1 
ſojourn in Meſech, that 1 dwell inthe 
Tents of Kedar. To be in your Houſes, 

and there toſee nothing but Epicuriſar, 
Warldlineſs;x there to hear nothing but 
curſing, p hora ſeoffmng, at the ways. 

of God; nothing that hath the face 

of Religion to be found there, Otis 

an Hell upon earth to live with ſuch. 

Be perſwaded therefore to do what I 

have ſpoke ſo much to 3 the ow 
come up to this, the more plealing to 

God, will your zeal and obedience 

be: you may meet with ſcoffs and 
deriſron trom the world, but*tis a poor ' 
thing to be derided of men, if you may 

be approved of by God. Let all this 

(like oyle caſt upon the fire)make your 

zeal more intenſe and feryent 5 and | 
lay, If this be to be wile, you will be yet 2 Sam. 6. 22. 
more vile. This in Gereral, as to the 
Third Branch of Houſe-Dedication. 


F 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP, VI. 
How Religion is to be ſet up in private 
Houſes : The firſt Particular opened, - 
as to Religious Members, / 


Hat I may be more diſtin& and 
clear in this Head, (under which 
Houſe-dedication chiefly ties), FT will 
fall upon ſome Particulars; and there- 
in. both. direF vou, and alſo further 
quicken you, as to the advancing of 
Religion in your Houſes, Arethere any 
workings in you, towards this? Are 
you in any meaſure convinced of your 
Cuty? and do you reſolve to ſet upon 
it 2 Then let me lay theſe Four Things 
betore you. 
T1.(As near as you can)take ſuch into your 
Honſes,who fear God;and none but ſuch. 
2.Set up theWorſhip of God in your Hou- 
ſes, and the Performance of HolyDuties, 

3. Let your Education (of ſuch as are 
under you) be religious. 

4, Keep ſin out of your Houſes, and 
inſtead thereof.let there be an Holy courſe 
Ariven on inthem, | 

Give me leave to goover theſe Par- 
ficulars, for Tam now,at the.very heart 


of that which 1 mainly deſigned, Full 
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Firſt, (As near 4s you can) Take ſuch SeeSwinueeks 
into your Houſes, who fear God, and;,,. av agg 
one but ſuch. 1 put in, (as near as 7 ar Pp. 523. 
can), becauſe ſometimes there are ſuch 
Circumſtances in the caſe, that a man _ 
cannot do what he deſires; theſe muſt 
be ſabmitted to, (in that ſtate of 
things); but our general aim and en- 
deavour muſt be this, To fill up our 
Houſe;,with perſons fearingGod He that 
* dedicates his Houſe to God, muſt look 
to the zatter of it, that It conſeit of , 
ſuch as are religious. And this was oze 
thing intended in Houſe-dedication, or 
one thing, that men were obliged to, 
upon Houſe-dedicaticn , (as one ob- Ut hic Dedi- 
ſerves upon my Text) : we have David ome ame: 

here dedicating his Houſe 3 and upon quamlier De- 
this, you find him very zealows and re-7" _— 

ſolute, as to that which Iam treating | 45, renee 
of, Pſal. 1oI. 4. Afroward heart ſhall nec admitien- 
depart from me,T will not know a wicked = Bray 
perſon. Mine eyes ſhall be upon the faith- mines impuros 
ful of the land, that they may dwell el rams 
with me: he that dwelleth in a perfed or gn 
way, he ſhall ſerve me. (v. 6.) He that impietate,pari- 
worketh deceit, ſhall not dwell within * —— 


my Houſe, He that telleth lies ſhall not polluant. 


farry im my fight, (v.7.) This is an Molter, 
excel- 
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excellentPſalm for MaSters of Families, 
often to peruſe : David,firſt ſets Cown 
his holy Reſolution, as to his Perſonal 
earriage in his Houſe 3 (v. 2:) Twill be- 
bawe my ſelf wiſely in a perfeF way, 0 
when wilt thou come unto me? T will 
walk within my Houſe, with a perfe@ 
heart, And then he fets down his Re- 
folution as to the Aembcrs of his 
Houſe; he would have \uch abont 
him, as were godly; and as for wicked 
and zrreligiozs perions, ke would have 
nothing to do with thew, they ſhould 
not dwell in bis Houſe, nor tarry in bis 
febs, (v. 7.) O that we had more of 
David's \piritz to be for Houſe-dedica- 
t:0z, and thus to purſue and make it 
202d. But how few are there, that 
write after this Copy! TI he molt are al- 
together regardleſs of this; they take 
in any into their Houſesz the preczozs 
and the vile are all alike tothem; let 
them be Swearers, Sabbatheprofancrs, 
exemties to God and his ways, that's all 
one to them; if ſome poor worldly 1- 
tereſt may be but ſerved, if their work 
and buſineſs may be but done, they 
are fatisfy*d,and look no farther ; whe- 
ther the per/oz have any lenſe or na 
O 
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of Religion, that they never regard. 
Nay, O that there were not ſozxe, who 
are only ſoy of taking in ſuch into their 
Houſes, who make profeſſion of God : 
the worſer the Servant 1s, the fitter he 
is for their turn, Theſe are PR 
Antipodes to holy David : And.as their 
ſen here is very great, fo their account 
hereafter will be very ſad. I hape 
better things of the moſt of you in this 
City; yet I think-it neceſlary to ſtir 
you upto the greateſt zeal and care, 
and circamſpetion, (that is poflible) 
in this zatter. Afſuredly, it will ne- 
ver go wellas to private Howſes, and 
this Dedication-work will be altoge- 
ther inſignificant , till men be more 
conſcientious and careful about the 
ſeveral Branches and Members of their 
Families. Let me be earneſt with you, 
to fill up your Houſes with ſuch as are re- 
ligiows: Let not your Houſes be like 
Noah'*s Ark, wherein the cleaz and the 
unclean were ſtrangely jumbled toge- 
ther ; but let them be hike /zttle Chur- 
ches, wherein there is zo ſuch mixture. 
O what a bleſſed thing would it be, if 
every Family was as alittle Church! Tt 
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hath been thus, and might be fo again, 
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if men would but do their dxtz: There 
was a Church in the Houſe of Aquila and 
Priſcilla '; Rom. 16.5. 1 Cor. 16. 19. 
Salute the Brethren which are in Laodi- 
cea, and Nymphas, and the Church 
which is in his Houſe, Col, 4. 15. $0 
Philem. 2. And to the Church in thy 
Houſe. It may be asked, What were 
theſe Churches in theſe Houſes £ Some 
make them to be the $aznts, who (in 
thoſe times of Perſecution) did there 
privately meet, for the Worſhip of their 
God. Others make them to be the 
Body of the Families of theſe perſons; 
which were-called Churches, partly, 
for thoſe holy Duties that were there per- 


formed, and partly , for the religiouſ- 


neſs and holineſs of the members there- 
of. Surely, this /atter ſenſe is not to 
be reje&ed,(though I will not ſay, that 
it is primarily aud mainly intended, 1n 
theſe expreflions ) : Now, will you 
endeavour 7n this reſpe@, to have your 
Howſes to be little Churches £ Will you 


fill ap your Families with ſuch as fcar 


God? Will you in taking perſons in- 
to your Houſes , ſteer your courſe by 
Religion and religious conſiderations f 
Let me draw this out plainly in parti- 
cular InStauces. Are 


vw 
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. Are you to Marry? to take an Huſ- 
band or. a Wife Make your Choice, 
and fix. your reſolution by Religion ; 
let prety haye the deciſtve and.caiting 
voice: 1n this grand Afﬀair :, Other 
things may be ey*d, and conſidered, in 
their proper place and bounds, (as Birth, 
Parentage, ' comelineſs of perſon, ſweet- 
neſs. of Nature, ſuitableneſs : (But the 
great thing that muſt weigh down the 
ballance, 1s this, :; Doth. he - or ſhe fear 
the Lord 6 T his is that which muſt 
preponderate, and which muſt chietly 

in your eye. Beauty and Portion, 
and Honowr, are poor things to go by; 
'tis Religion, Grace, Piety, that mult re- 
exlate and determine the Choice. This 
ist0 marry in the Lord, (as the ' Apoſtle 
exhorts), 1 Cor. 7.3y. When we do 
It, not upon any by-reſtes,0r external 
motives, (as preponderating, or being 
conſidered apart from the main), but 
the great inducement, is ſomething that 
Is fþiritual,this is Marrying in the Lord. 
Q that zhis might be the ra/e-which 
you would go by: If Religion be any 
other than a Cypher, bow dare we not re- 
gard it , in our moſt important' choice, * Biſhop, Heb 

, : po oniempi. De. 

(laysthat * excefent Biſhop). Without Tien?" Þ 


f Is, 
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this, all Matches are miſerable, though 
they ſhould be made up with hoards of 
wealth and heaps of Gold as high as Hea- 
ven.crowned with Honours tranſcendent 

Prepar, before ts the Stars, ({ays eminent Mr, Bolton), 
Death, p. 47+ Let mea little argue with you; will 
you make thoſe the  obje&s of your 

deareſt Love, aveno ſhare in the 

Love of God? will youtake thoſe in- 

to intimate union and conjuntion with 
yourſelves, who have no #7io# with 

Chriſt? will you lay thoſe 1n your 'bs- 

ſome, whom God will cai# out of his 

feehr for ever ? what agreement Can 

2Cor. 6. 14. there be *twixt light and darkneſs? In 
Hieron, ad tanth 22071772 diſcordia 5 que poteſt 
Nepos, eſſe concordia 2 T he one 1s for Holineſs, 
the other for 8in; the one draws one - 

way, the other another, this is the 

bane of that onemeſs and harmony that 

ſhould be betwixt perſons in this re/a- 

tion, O the miſchiefs that tollow upon 

being unequally yoked ! how doth 

this z-#bitter all! To have a religiow 

David, and a ſcoffing Michal a bleſſing 

Job, and a cnrſing Wife; a good Sampſon 

and a treacherous Dalilah, this muſt 

needs be very ſad. *Tis poſſible, the 

x Cor. 7, 14. #nbelieving Husband may be Jonny 
Y 
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by the believing Wife; and 1o the wx- 

believing Wife by the believing Has- 

band; but we mult not run our ſelves 

upon ſo great a ſagre, upon preſurption 

of a ps//zbility : They need zmch grace Sec the an- 
who will not rather (7 this caſe) re- omar * was 
ceive hurt, than do good; the latter is g, Queſt. p- 
but poſſible, but the former is too pro- 447- Ei ma- 
bable : Near Relations have a great in- T*x<* 
finence upon men; (No wonder that 

Ahab fold himſelf to work wickedneſs, 

when Jezabel (his Wite) ftirred him wp 
thereunto, 1 King. 21.25. And this 1s 

rendred as the reaſon, why Jehoram 

did -as the Houſe of 4hab. for the 
daughter of Ahab was his Wife, 2 King. 

8.18,) And for the wof part it fo falls 

out, that the goodare rather prejudic'd 

by the bad, than the bad advantag'd 

by the good. O you that are yet to 

diſpoſe of your ſelves in Marriage,look, 

to your choice, as near as Envy pitch 
where'the fear of God is: Are not 

fuchto be found ? Is there never a wo- Juds. 14 3- 
man among the daughters of thy Bre- 

'thren, or among all mypeople, that thou 

goeſt to take a wife of the uncircumciſed 

Philiſtins £ *Tis fad ſo tomarry in one 

day, asto repent of this a/ the days of 

your 
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your life. Are you to take an Apprentice? 
go by Religion; 1 am not againſt pru+ 
dence in your conſidering of Parts, 
Capafity, Natural texuper , but withal 
let your eye be much (nay moſt) upon 
Religious Tnclination, and Religions Ex 
ducation. You cannot expe much, 
from Plants, that are of no. further 
growth ;, but this you may fatisfie your 
ſelvesin, how do they ſtand inclined? 
Are they pliable and; traftable, \asto 
what'is good ? Havethey been pionfly 
BODY £ Do not witrows Habits, al- 
ready diſcover themſelyes, in lying, 
ſtealing, taking God's vame in vain, 
pride, vanity, averſeneſs to Family: 
duties £ O Citizens, dayou not fome- 
times ſmart upon your.taking Appren- 
tices, without having [that reſþe& to 
Keligion herein, which lies upon/you? 
Such andſuch Friends mediate ,.. thus 
much you are offered, (and he._that 
offers moſt carries it), the Youthis 
ingenious, can write well, caſt accounts 
well,is of good ſirength,.and the like; 
Upon this the bulineſs . is concluded, 
you look no further; let his zuclinati- 
ox (as tothe beſt things) be what It 
will, or his Educatioz be what it will, 

| | thats 
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that's ſcarce thought of. Is this well ?. 


Surely no! Is not this a treſpaſs com- 
— againſt Houſe-dedication? do 
you not 1n a little time ſee cauſe to re- 
pert of what you have done, when 
you have taken in one that proves a 
thorn; in your fost, a ſpear in your ſede, 
a peſt and a plague to your Family? Is 
not God afterwards much diſhonoured, 
and you your ſelves much wronged, by 
theſe perſons? Do not bad Apprenti- 
ces often prove the baze of your own 
Children £ And doth not izfefFion 
ſpread from ſome oe Apprentice to 
all the reſt £ The miſchievous conſe» 
quences of this, are notto be reckoned 
up: O that therefore, you would be 
very careful in this matter, to take in 
ſuch,who either are religiozs,or at leaft 
religiouſly inclin'd, and religiouſly 
educated, *Tis true, you may be de- 
ceived, and Youth may miſcarry (after 
good Education), (the more is the pity, 
and the greater is the grief of godly 


Parents): but 'tis good to go as far 
as you may, to pitch upon the #2oſe. 


probable means for your ſecurity; and 
then if things fall out contrary to your 
Hopes, yet this will be your comfort, 

G you 
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you did your duty; you minded the 

main, though evexts do not anſwer 

your deſires. ' Are you to take an ordi- 

2ary Servant? Let him be one that 

Fears God, ſuch as ſerve God, are the 


beſt to ſerve you; Religion makes the 


"ide: certain- . | . 3 . 
ttyl beſt in every relation: * None ſo dili- 


every Ruler, Zent, 1o faithful in this relation, as 
to endeavor thoſe that have an inward principle of 


mgm y Grace; certainly, that will make them 


=odlineſs,a- tO be what I fav. I know ſome makea 


mong all 
mons + a. Frofe1ſi0r, and yetare none of the beſt 


under his Servants. T have much ado to forbeat 


oy » oo from a ſharp Digreſſion, as to theſe; but 
3 lomer 1 muſt. Well, *tis but ſo-ze, and theſe 


dominion of ado but profeſs, they do not walk an- 


Family,as in . - 
the greater lwerably to their pr ofeſſur. Think 


of a Realm NOtthe worſe of Religion, becauſe of 


— 09,05 ah the miſcarriages of ſozze, who do pro- 
warld our PY fels it; for all this, get religious Ser- 


ſo much he warts into your Houſes. O they'l be 
thought him- £1;ehfiel to you 3 and they'l bring a 
ſelf bound to h F 

provide, that bleſſorg with them, to the place, where 

is Famil 

might be a kind of Church,an Aſſembly of Godly Perſons: And 
if Maſters would endeavour to have theirs. ſo,they would be- 
ſides the eternal reward of it hereafter find a preſent benefit by 
it, their worldly buſineſs would thrive much the better x for if 
their Servants were brought to make conſcience of their ways, 
they would then not dare to be either negligent or falſe, whole 
Duty of Man, p. 315. | 


they 
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they come 3 God blelles the Maſter 
for ſuch Servants ſake. Thave learned 
by experience, that the Lord hath bleſſed 
me for thy ſake, (laid Labanto Jacob), 
Gen. 30, 27. The Lofd bleſſed the #- 
gyptian's Houſe for Joſeph's ſake, Gen. 
39,5- They will not only work for you, 
but they will alſo pray for you : and if 
you put them upon buſmeſs, they will 
pray for ſacceſs in it: So Abrabam's 


Servant did, Ger, 24. 12. O what a 


Treaſure, is a praying Servant ! Every 
man is to be valxed by this : The pray- 
zng Phyfician 1s the beſt + -eerk the 
praying Friend is the beft Friend ; the 
praying Parent is the beſt Parent ; the 
praying Servant 1s the beſt Servant. O 
the difference, betwixt a prayzng Ser- 
vant, and a cxrſing Servant. The oe 
procures bleſſings upon the Hoxſe, the 
other judgments; the one is. the Inſtru- 
ment of doing much good, the other of 
doing much hurt. Take heed of 
wicked Servants , =_ are izfeFios; 
they carry thePlagre about with them, 
Will you let your Hoxſes be as fo many 
Peſt-bouſes ? God forbid! O,the hurt 
thatone bad Servant doth in a F amily! 
be may i»fedf all the reſt 3 as one ſcab'd 
G 2 ſheep 
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ſheep infects the whole flock; and ont 
rotten apple ſpoils the whole beay, 

'Ecclef. 9. 18, One ſinxer deſtroyetl 

much good, And do you think, that 

* Frugi atque they will ever be * trxe to you, who 

integer, New arefalſe to God? Be careful therefore 
vel, tpſe fibi wel . > . 

aliis eſſe poreſt, Al1O 11 this reſpe@ : Now you are buil- 

qi probiRelin ding, your Houſes, you ſtrive to get 

gone at the beſt materials; when you furniſh 

inJoſh.24.15, Your Houſes, - you are for the bei 
ferniture; and why not the beſ# Wife 

the vef7 Servant allo? When Pharaoh 

would pitch upon one for that great 

imployment, to be ſect over the land. of 

Egypt; ſays he, Can we findſuch'a ont 

as this is, a man in whom the ſpirit of 

Godis? Gen, 41, 389. $0 here, when 

you are to make choice of perſons, for 

ſuch and ſuch relations, can you find 

any ſuch, as they that have the Spirit 

of God in them ? Let thoſe dwell with 

you, and be admitted into your Hou- 

ſes, who know and fear God : for, 

others either do not take them in, Ot 

(if the 2ature of the Relation will bear 

It ) preſently ca? thezr out : This 1s to 

dedicate your Houſes to God ;, and (it 

you donot look to my never ſpeak of 

Houfe-dedication, or of your deſires to 

advance Religion there, | CHAP , 


Chap. 7. DomeStich Dedication. 


CHAP. VII. 


The Second Branch enforced, concerning 
the Performance of Holy Duties. 


Econdly, If you would ſet up Re- 

ligion in your Houſes, (and ſo dedi- 
cate thetn' to the Lord);. ſee that God 
be Wor ſPipped, and Holy, Duties be duel ly 
and bs Lee rformed in them: Religion 
(thoogty it lie not only in thele, <t it) 
ts very much in rs No Worſhip, no 


Religion. Now therefors, let it be thus 


with you 'O that) your, Houſes might 
be thus conſecrated ! "that they might 
beas fo tn little Te es or Sandu- 
aries, wherein God th ht be worſhip- 
pedz as fo many Kit Wer't wherein God 
ef be dily called Upon. Houſe- 
worſhip, (or F emily: orfhip'), isa duty 
incumbent upon every Maſter or Go- 
vernowr 5. he is to take. care of it, to 
ſcethat the bleſſed 'God, in ,his Mouſe, 
have that Religious re eſſe and homage, 
which is due unto him : Indeed, this is 
the 24iz, the firſt-thing,; that he is to 
look after. The Jews, beſides their 
Temple-worſhip, *had alfo their. Family- 
worſhip, which the Maſter of the Houſe 

= was 


%4 


1n all this City, one Non-praying Fami- 
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was to perform. The Paſchal-Lamb 
was to be eaten in every Family, there 
wasto bea Lamb for an Houſe, Exod. 
I2. 3. this was Family-worſhip (in 
part): You read of David, 2 Sam. 6, 
20, He returned to bleſs his. Houſhold, 
Upon the bxinging of the Ark.into the 
Tabernacle ,” O: his heart was fall of 
joy 3 and this he had made great dif 
coyeriesof, before the people 3'ROW He! 
po to his own Family, and; te them, 
and fpiritually-rejoyce wth. them, 1 
Prajer and Praiſe, 1n the lenſe of this 
great mercy. , Othat every day, your 
Howſholds might be Gleſed. y.yQu, b 
the adminiſtration.and performance 
Werlbip ang Dyry in form. $6 

I will not'any longer -Jnſiſt upon 
Generals, but preſently come ta thoſe 
particularFamily-guties,which 1 would 
preſs upon you, RD > 

"The firft is Prager, Family-Prayer; 
( for I intend not to meddle with 
the other kinds of Prager, but only to 
limit my felf to.this) ; Set up. Prayer i 
your Hager let your Families be 
þ"ayin amilies, O (if it was the 
ords will), that we might not have 
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tz. God will have his Hoſe to -be an 
Houſe of Prayer. Mat. 21. 13. My 
Houſe ſhall be called the Houſe of Prayer. 
If.56. 7. Even them will Tbring to my 
holy Mountain, and make them joyful in 
my Houſe of Prayer, u. Let it be fo with 
you, let your Houſes be Houſes of 
Prajer, then they will reſexrble the 
Houſe of God. You muſt exter upon 
them by Prayer,(that I have ſpoke to); 
but befdes this, there muſt be a corr- 
Pant courſe of Prayer, maintained and 
carried on in them. "Tis true,we _ 
not any poſetive or expreſs Command 11 
the Tau which his 7h of Family- 
Prayer, 15 in ſo many Letters and Syl/a- 
bles enjoined; but we have exoxugh in 
it, to ground ſolid Inferences upon, 
which areſufficient to evizce and prove 
the duty. Eph. 6. 18. we are comman- 
ded to pray with all Prayer and Suppli- 
cation, (3. e. with all kinds of Prayer); 
Family-Prayer is one kind of Prayer, 
and therefore we are bound to the 
performance of it. The Prophet im- 
precates wrath upon the Families that 
do not call xpon God, Jer. 10. 25. 
Therefore *tis a duty lying upon Fami- 
lies fo todo; (for it can only be the 
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omilſion of an unqueſtionable duty, that 
expoſes a perſon to wrath):-Many ſuch 
things might be inſiſted upon, but 1 
ſhall wave them, my buſineſs-being 
rather to exhort than to argue. L 

That I may prevail with you, to ſet 
up Prayer in your Howſes, conſider the 
following Motives. 

1. This is that which the people of 
God have always done. Where Grace 
hath been in the heart,prazer hath been 
in the Houſe 5 as Perſonal Prayer, (0 | 
Family Prayer,hath almwaysaccompanyd 
the work of regeneration. The Scrip- 
ture ſets many examples before us, for 
the proof of this z Mention is often 
ys of Abraham's calling upon God, 
(as Gen, 12,6. Gen. 13. 4. Gen. 21, 

33. &-26, 25.) We may well ſuppoſe, 
that this was done ſometimes in con+ 
jun ion with his family, (they being 
with him in his itinerant poſture): 


_ Eſther the Queen,faſted and pray'd with 


her Maidens, Eſth. 4.16. Job that of- 
fered Sacrifice continually for his Chil- 
dren, (as*tis Job 1. 5); doubtleſs, he 
d1d not omit the offering of Sacritices 
with his C:;/dren. What was David's 
plejſing of his Honſhold 2 CON 
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but now), but his praying and praiſing, 
with his C-the Te ſaid of pak 54 
He feared God with all his Houſe; and 
he prayed to God alway, Act.10.3. (The 
connexion {cems chieflyto refer to fami- 
lz-prager), 1f theſe{places of Scripture, 
and examples be not ſo convincing and 
cogent, (asto the duty in hand, and its 
inſeparable conjunftion with the truth 
of Grace)., then you may add what 
your obſervation and experience doth 
readily offer to you, Lookabroada 
little into the world, obſerve how it 
1.With men #poz Converſion ; As-ſaon 
as ever God hath wrought a ſaving 


work in them, Behold they pray; and Ad g. rt. 


that in their Families too: Before this 
work , (alas) they pray'd zot in their 
Houſes, from week to week, from year 


to year; but #0 ſooner did God ſeiſe 


upon them ina ſaving manner, but 
immediately they ſet up Prayer mtheir 
Houſes. Univerſal experience offers it 


ſelf for the proof of this. Well then, 


let - this quicken you to this prafiſe; 


Pray in your Families; for if you be 
pracious, . renewed, fſanCtified, you 
will dothus; this 1s to carry it as re- 
generate perſons; this will be a _ 
y evidence, 


- 
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evidence, that you are really God's 
people 5 whereas the neglect of this, 
will be a ſad evidence, that you are 
none of them: I will truſt a godly z2an 
for Family-prayer ; He may indeed for 

| ſometime, (being under the power of 
ſome Temptation, or having takenin 
ſome erroniows principle)omit this duty 
but if he bea truly godly man,he will 


come tO It again. _ 

2. Family-prayer hath much excellex- 
cy in it. Prayer in all the kinds of 1t, 1s 
very excellent :  T here's Secret-prayer, 
that's excellent; O for the Soul to be 
with God a/oze, treating with him 1n 
private, about its everlaſting congern- 
ments, ſpreading its more ſpecial and 
particular wants, corruptions, temp- 
tations, burdens before him, Faceb: 
like wreſtling with him, for this and 
that bleſſing 3 ſurely #bis is excelent. 
There's pablick, Prazer,when the Saints 
* Coimms ad go together in a * body, and offer an 
——_—_ 4: holy violence to the Kingdom of Hea- 
precationibaa VEN, join all their force and ſtrength 
_—_ | together, for the obtaining of mercy; 
grata et, FDiSwexcellent. Family-prayer comes 
Tertv1.4polog betwixt theſe, 'tis private, and yet (in 
C: 39+ part) *tis publick; *tispublick, and yet 

7 


(in 


Gen. 32+ 24. 


- it); inreſpet of its # 
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(in part) 'tis private; this is excellent 


too: In reſpect of its general Nature, 


'tis excellent, (for 'tis Prayer, and al 
Prazer hath excellency ftampt upon 

leulneſ henefte, 
preciows effed s, 'tis excellent 3 it pro- 
cures ' mercies, keeps off judgments, 


ſan#ifies all enjeyments, preſer ves an 


holy awe of God in the Soul, puts a ſa- 
vour agd. relliſh upon all comforts, fur- 
thers Grace here, Glory hereafter ; All 
thisis done by Fawily-prayer, (duely 
performed), 15-it ot excellent ? wall 
you live in your Houſes without it? 
will you loſe ſo great a part of Religi- 
on? and that too which is ſo much to 
your: own advantage, and to the ad- 
vantage alſo, of a/ that co-habit with 
you e. Firels good, you'l haveitz Food 
1s good, you'l haye it 5 Air is good, 
you'l have it 3 Prayer is good too, (nay 
better than all thele),will you not have 

that alſo 2 
3. There are proper and peculiar Rea- 
ons for Houſe-Pragerzyou pray in ſecret, 
not only becauſe of the Command, but 
becauſe of thoſe ſpecial and peculiar 
reaſons, which attend that duty : Fa- 
mily-prayer hath the ſame ———_— ; 
there 
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thereare ſuch and ſuch caſes, circum» 
ſtances, conſiderations, which this duty 
doth beſt hit,and meet with, and is 6 
ſuited to; O therefore make conſci> 

+ enceof it: There are Family-firs to 
' bebewailed, Family-miſcarriager tobe 
reformed , Family-mercies to 'be' ats 
knowledged, Family-wants to be ſup- 
plied, Family-undertakings to be bleſ- 
ſed, Family-affli&ions to be ſanTified, 
Family-dangers to be prevented: Now 
arethereſo many caſts proper to a Fa- 
mily (asa Family), and ſhall there not | 
be Family-prayer to reach to all theſe? 

O that Maſters of Families would con- 
ſider what I fay ! - 
4. Mercy and Juſtice, Pity and Fide- 

lity, call upon you, to call upon Gad, in 
and with your Families, Have you 
preciows ſouls committed to you, will 
you let them periſh '? where's your 

' mercy and pity £\ſhall ſo many Childrezx, 
ſo many Servazts, beloſt for ever, for 
want of Prager 2 be not fo cruel for 
the Lords fake : You feed their bodies, 
(ir would be crxelty to let them ſtarve 

r want of food), but is not this'wor- 

ſer cruelty to ſtarve their ſouls 2 never 

. to pray with them? ' never to help 
them 
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them onwards in- Heaven's way? O, 
though you have. not the Grace of a 
Chriſtian, yet if you have but the bo- 
_ wels of a man, methinks you ſhould 
pray in your Families; to prevent the 
ruine of thoſe precioxs ſouls, that are 
under your roof, Beſides this conſide- 
ration ( which is proper to Mercy), 
Tuſtice requires this of you : Family- 
prayer 18a debt which you owe to them 
who are under you; they owe ſub- 
jetion obedience and ſervice to you, 
you owe prayer to them. The Apoſtle 

aving ſpoke to Maſters to. give unto 
their Servants that which is juſt and 
equal ; preſently ſubjoins, Continue 
in prayer : as if this was one #hing, that 
Maſters, ix juSt:ce, are to give to their 
Servants, Col. 4. 1, 2. O 'tis a real 
wrong to your Servants when you do 
not pray with themz you are not only 
unmerciful but unjust inſo doing; not 
only falſe to God, but injuriow to 
them 3 you may better withhold their 
wages from them, than the duties of 
Religion. 

5. If this be nothing to you, let me 
add further, Self-lowe requires this of 
you. I mean by this, not lo much +4 

1 ove 
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love with reſpect to your ſelves, at the 
great day of Account, (though that be 
the #2ain) 3 butI mean Self-love, with 
reſpect to your preſent concerns; you 
would have your Families bleſed,your 
Houſes ſecured, Self-love puts you 
upon this; and can you hope for thisif 
you negleCt Family-prayer £ Ah, you 
and yours lie open to judements, (0 
long as this is negleQed : Jer. 10. 25, 
Pour ont thy wrath upon the Heathen,and 
pon the Families that call not upon' thy 
Name. This imprecation is a kind of 
commination God will pour out his 
wrath por Prayerleſs-familiesz Till 


' Prayer be ſet up in your Howſes, judg- 


ment hangs over your heads; the curſe 


of Godis over you, and all that be- 


longs to you; you livein the midſt of 
dangers every moment 3 you lie down 
every night , liable to ſome ſudden and 
foreevilsz O, *tis not only thus with 
you, that you are out of God's care 
and ##ition, but (fo long as Prayer is 
neglected), you are under his fierce 
diſpleaſure, which is continually ready 
to break out againſt you. 0, where's 


your Self-love 8 If there was nothing 


morethan that, one would think, that 
| > {ſhould 


——_— 
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Chap. 7- Domeſtick, Dedication. 
ſhould put you upon Family-Prayer. 
Doyou love your Selyes, your Houſes, 
your Eſtates, your Relations, and yet 
will you'not fall upon the zxeaxswhich 
are proper to bring down the bleſſirg 
of God upon them 2 No Prayer, 0 
ProteFien from evil, no communicati- 
on of Good (in a Covenant way) : 
The #»praying Family,is the #»bleſſed 
Family. 
And are theſe things ſo? what rea- 
ſon havel thento bewailthe too gere- 
ral omiſfeon of this duty; I ſpeak of 
what is1n this Ez#ty : Is Family-Prayer 
duely performed in every Houſe in this 
City s If one ſhould go trom Houſe to 
Houſe, and ask at every Houſe, 1s God 
here calledupon ? Doth the Maiter of 
this Houſe pray with his Family? Oh, 
I fear, it would be anſwered by too ma- 
ny; No, God i# not here ſought unto ; 
Here we live, here we fred, here we 
trade, here we rufþ into the world as 
ſoon as we are up, and here we go to 
bed.,as ſoon as our buſineſs is over 3 but 
bere's no Prayer. O Lord, how fad 
is this! that in a Czty,where the Goſpel 
hath been ſo long, ſo powerfully prea- 
ched; that ina City, which hath _ 
| under 
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under ſnch variety of remarkable judg- 
»ents,there ſhould be ſo many Prayers 
leſs Houſes. - O 'tis a rocky heart, from 
which this conſideration doth\ not 
fetch ſome ſighs and tears! I beſeech 
you,who have any convittion or tender- 
zeſs upon your Conſciences, let it be 
otherwiſe with you; Let the Arguments 
that have been uſed, prevail with you, 


forthwith to ſet up Prayer in your Houſes 


(if hitherto it hath: been omitted ): 
How wouldit rejoice my ſoul, might 
I but hear, (upon the reading of this), 
<© That ſomeCitizer'was wrought upon 
© tocall his Family together, and to 
*ſay, The Lord forgive me, hitherto 
<& T haveliv'd in the omiſſion of Prayer 
« with you, but now (the Grace of 
« God enabling me) I amrefolv'd to 
© fallupon itz morning and evening 
* we will call upon God together 5 we 
© will not only eat and drink toge- 
<« ther, and work together, but we 


—<< will allo pray a 463-2 The good 


Lord work this refolution in many of 
you! O if it be not-within your doors, 
Lord have mercy upon as, there will be 
too much cauſe to write #pox Your 
doors, The Lord have mercy wpor 20% 

alt 


Chap.7: "Ddmeſftich Dedication. 
Canyourcad ſuch motives as have been 
ſet down, =p yet not pray'? Have you 
liv dtoſee and [ feel uch Zerrible judg- 
ments (by, Plague and Fire), and yet 
not pray © Are you upon Tuch axcer- 
#ainties for the wiure,and yet not praj F 
[cruſt -in the Lord , * ſome; will 
wrought upon, '*Fis your own Glas: 
rage thatT aime at; 'tis only'your ow 
Ls good, and your Families good, that 

Ideſign; If you will zet goon an w1- 
godly courſe, what's that tome? I have 
_ my anty. Do I come with things 

diſputable to you? do ſpeak as one 
that--purſues the z»tereſt of  a' Party ? 
Surely no:that which Turge upon you, 
sas cleer as the light of the day, and 
that which all parties agree in; and 
therefore let not any reaſonings or pre- 
judices , ' keep you off from the 
praiſe of a 4uty, lo char, ſo niver- 
falh ranted, 

'E pecially, you that are Profeſſors, 
do you pray iz your Families; what ? 
a Profeſſor, and not prayin thy Houſe? 
what a ſhame 18 this ? what a contra- 
dition an thy profeſſion e what a de- 
monſtratian t the nnſoundneſs of thy 


Profeſſion £ what Sn olt thou 
do 
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Camb. L. 2. 
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vor of thy atfeGions towar 
very much abate ? will not grace inlep- 
fibly decline £ will not the power of 
Godlineſs [agniſh £ wilt thou. not hy 
ataſtand, nay, wilt thou not go. back 
wards in Heavens way ? canſt thou dg 
any thing more to gratifie Satan? Ng 
but obſerve how it 15 with perſons, whg 
caſt off Family-prayer, (or /performit 
very ſeldom, and.in a careleſs negligent 
manner), and tell me theo, whether | 
{peak truth or not. We read of one 
Baldwyn, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Pope Urban writing to him, he ue 
him, Monachums ferventiſſimnum, Abhd 
tem calidum, Epiſcopum tepidum, Ate 
chiepiſcopum remiſſum : He was, whillt 
a Mork,, very fervent 5 when an Abbot, 
then but hot; when a Bzſbop, then but 
lukewarm ; when an Archbiſhop, Tan 
ah, © 
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be was —_— Thar cffe&t, which 
eferment had: upon #6 perſon, the 

zegletF; of ſecret. and. i Eaxvily-prayer, 


bath upon Chriiiians; 1t makes:them. 


by little and little to cool in their ſpyrr- 
tual heat, atid in time,to come t9 juſt tg- 
thing 3; . you that apa avhiraty do:not 
you live(what ever others do) without 
this Heavenly. duty. This 1n General 
to.urge\Family- Prayer. = 
- It willbe asked, How oftez. are wen 
their - Families £ | anſwer, 
Every day, morning and evening,  Fhe 
Jews they offered burnt-offeringsnnta the 
Lord, according to the.:cuftor, as the 
duty of every day required; Ezra. 3. 4. 
(that 'is) \they offered. burnt»offerings 
morning andeveningz (See v.3.) I hey 
had their worning and: their evening, 
Sacrifice every day; ' that's clear from 
2.Chrqn. 31. 3. (and fromſeveral other: 
Scriptures): So: here, you that are 
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Maſters. of Families, * wornivg and!” See-whel 
vv — | Duty of Man; 
evening,” In your Honſes, there muſtbe/9*? 4 _ 


Prayer 3 'oftner if you: pleaſe, but to: 
be ſure not ſe/dower. This muſt be: 
the Alpha andthe Omega of every day, 
you muſt begiz and exd all with God; 
Hinc ome Principium,hne refer exitum, 

| H 2 (Horat.) 
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' (Horat.) Prayer (as one expreſſes it) 

muſt be the key'to openall in the wor 

ing, and the-Bar to ſbut up all at night, 

- Sit oratio Clavis Diei, &*: Sera Noth, 

*Ti4s hot enough: now and then'to give 

God a prayer, under ſome ſudden paaj 

of devotion; but there muſtbe a daily 

conſtant performance - of : it. - As ito 

I cannot ope * Morning Prayer, .1s it not ſweet £. Is1t 
mineoxey; Dot good, whenthe body hathbeen m6 
ready there J74/ed Dy ſeep ri the night, 'to get by 
tocatch prayer in the orzing lame refreſhment 
py morn''s forthe Soul? tobegin foas torget al 
crifice, Heavenly tin@xre and ſavour upon the 
Thenwe muſt heart all the day. after ? - Have not 
14374 gow #ercies beer received inthe 2ight ? 
match. muſt they .not be. acknowledged? Do 
Herb. Poem. j. not renewed mercies Call for. renewed 
on praiſes? Donot you zeedGod inthe 
day, in ſundry reſpects?) and will you 

not therefore go-to him, . and-. plead 

Ts; bxus- With him? * Is it not reaſon that God 
ys6x@1 Te«7- ſhould have the precedency'? |: will you 


#1 0dr 2, . Jerve the world before you: ſerve God? 


& mn Wed arp Ann 
eve{xp1.0 What a prepoſterous thing-Iis:that ! Is 
Potker, Froem, 2Ot this the way to proſper. in your en» 
p- 205, terprizes, to'be bleſſed in your under- 
takings all the day? Is not this true, 
that work On earth is dorie beſt, on 
| Wor 
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work with Heaven is done firſt, (as one 
ſays)..'O* in the #rorming let God hear Phal. 5. 3: 
your vice, inthe morning do you dire(t 
your payer to Him; (both alone, arid 
alſo r##h your Family): *Tis the cuſt- 
ome of ſorne in this City, they pray in 
their Houſes at Night; but' not at the 
morning 3" Surely this is an omiſſzon : 
God appointed the morning as well as 
the Evening ſacrifice 5 Is there not rea- . 
ſon for the one, as well as the other 2 
Shall we ſay of Prager, what bloody 
Gardiner once ſaid of the DoCtrine of 
Tait ification by Faith, that it was good 
Supper-doGrine , but wot ſo good to 
break faſt on? I ſay, ſhall we ſay this 
of Prayer? And then as to! Prayer at 
Nieht 5 O do not dare to lie down at 
night before you have ſued. out the 
*rws of the ſinsof the'day paſt, ac- 
nowledged 'mercies 'received, and 
ſolemnly put' you and” yours ' undef + 
God's Almichty ProteFion. 'Wh6 | 
knows what a Night: may bring forth? | 
O how many amazing Accidents may / 
fall out before the worningdandthere ,... ..- 
fore fir 'commit your! ſelves to God | »» 
by fervent prayer, and thenlie down | | 
torake your reſt. 'T-put*m, Fervent 
H 3 prayer, 
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DomeStick Dedication. Part 2, 
rayer.for this indeed is the ozly prayer; 
0d will not be put off with 4b, ad, 
ſleepy d:wotions, he will have you pray 
in prayer : you do nothing, it you do 
not pray with holy fervour : As negle@s 
of Prayer are very evil, ſo zegligences 
in prayer are very evil alſo. When you 
are about God's work, take heed of 
doing it zegljgently, leſt you meet with 
a curſe inſtead of a bleſſmg, Jerem. 48; 
Io. 

I cannot diſmiſs this Exhortation to 
Family-prayer, (though I have been 
long upon it) before I anſwer a few 
Objeftions, that many are too ready to 
make againſt it, 

. I. Object. Say ſame,IWe pray in ſecret, 
for our (elves and for our Families; 
muſt we pray with them too? A4nſ. Yes, 


Secret prayer 1s very good, a great- 


Evidence of ſincerity, you do very 
well in making conſcience of it z but 
withal, you muſt make conſcience too 
of Familj-prayer : both are of divint 
Inftitxtjon,and the one muſt not thruſt 
out the other, Indeed.] can hardly be- 
Jieve that you pray inſecretx, unleſs you 


pray in your Hoxſes alſo: He that 1$ 


Sneere in one duty will be ſincere in every 


aut: 
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duty: You may do your Relations 


much good, when you are alone in pray- 
ing for them; but probably, you will 
do them more good, when 'tis not only 
praying for them, but praying for therh 
and withthemtoos for now they too 
are in God's way, and ſo more capable 
of Divine impreſſions, and Divine 
bleſſings. 

2. 0bj. Others ſay, We gots Church 
on the Lud day with our Families, 
and there we pray is not this enough £ 
Anſ. No; That-God, who requires 
publick prayer, requires Famtily-prayer 
alſo; and the whol? will of God muſt 
be obſerved, O how ſoon "are men 
coy d with daty ! They never think 
they have enough of the world, but 
they ſoon think they have enough of 
duty! You donot give God allof his 
Sacred Time, will you give himino part 
of your Common Time? Will you be 
Chriſtians on the Lords day, and Hea- 
thens all the week after £ And whercin 
are you better than Heathens in your 
Families, if no religious exerciſes be 
there performed ? (therefore the Pro- 
phet joins together Heathens and Fami- 
lies that do not call upon God, Jer. 10+ 

H 4 | 25 )\ 
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25). The Scripture-word, . by which 
ungodly men are deſcribed, 1s «CB ; 
they are ſuch-as do not. worſoip God: 
and this 1s: the chara@er of ſuch, They 
call not upon the Lord, Pal. 14.4, You 
may attend upon prblick Ordinances 


_ uponthe Lord's day, but if you omit 


Exod.12 27. 


ſecret and Family-prayer, you are but 


#1godly perlons,in the account of God; 
you defraud him of the Worſhip due to 

Him. | 
3. 0bj. Others will ask me, What 
rofit is there in this ? (much like to 
them, Mal. 3.14.) Do not weſee that 
all things happen a like to all; As *tis 
with the Noz-praying Houſe, ſo 'tis with 
the praying Houſe; we ſee no difference: 
Did not the late Fire ſweep away the one 
as well as the other It the Fire had 
paſs'd over the Families where Prayer 
was, (as once the deſtroying Angel 
did, over the Houſes of the 1ſraelites, 
when the Ag yptians were ſmitten), 
then we ſhould have been convinc'd, 
that*tis good formen tobe conſciencious 
hereinz but now we are of another 
opinion. Azxſ. O take heed, take 
heed, of drawing ſuch inferences from 
the late tremendous judgment : I hope: 
[nc 
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the moſt of you do tremble, at ſuch a 
thought, as this objeion doth ſuggelt ; 
but yet I fear it prevails in too many, 
The f#1! anſwering of it would take up 
much time : In ſhort, how apt are men 
to pervert God's Ends in his judicial 
proceedings; Surely in the late dread- 
ful providence God's exd was to fur- 
ther Reformation, Piety, Religion, 
Prayer (in all the kinds of 1t) amonglt 
us3 and here men turn it quite aother 
wey, and put a contrary conſtruction 
upon it.But, O the wickedneſs, as well 
3s the weakneſs, that is in this objeFion / 
I would lay before ſuch perſons as 
have this in their hearts: (tor I ſup- 
pole few will ſpeak it out), to conlider 
theſe few things, 

I. The judgments of God are very 
often promiſcuouſly inflicted : the Good 
and the Badare both equally involved 
inthe ſazze external calamities. As it 
fares with the Sinner, fo it fares with 
the Saint : Pzety doth certainly ſecure 
from eternal evils, but not from tempo- 
ral evils, God . hath an Eternity. tor 
the pxn;/ſhing of the bad,and for the re- 
warding of the good; & as to that,there 
ſhall be a difference indeed, but here,as 

=O 
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as tO temporal rewards and puniſhments, 
there is no ſuch diſcrimination. He 
hath very wiſe ends in this, which 
though at preſent we cannot fadojz, in 
tjwe we ſhall, And therefore let none 
from the late judgment, (which. was 
impartially and promiſcuouſly executed) 
be hardened againſt an holy courſe, or 
religious duties3 for this 1s 220 ew 
thing, *tis but that which hath been in 
all Ages. God will have none to take 


up religion (##ainly or chiefly) upon. 


Temporal advantages; he will let the 
world ſee he hath better recompences, 
than what lie in the beſtowing of ont- 
ward good, or preſervation from ont- 
wardevil; Asallo, that he is not Jews 
or partial in his Government of the 
world, but very juſt and riehteoxs ; 
Infomuch that 1t 43s People ſin againſt 
him, it ſhall be ſo far from their Velen 


exempted from corrective providen-- 


ces, that they ſhall be the firſt who 
ſhall ſ/zzart under them,See 1 Pet. 4.17, 

Ezek, 9.6. 
2ly. God's judgments are often very 
myſterions; they are nurquam injuſta, 
but 7:terdam occnlta, (as Ang. ſpeaks): 
Pal. 36. 6. Thy judgments are a great 
deeps 
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deep. Pal. 77. 19. Thy way # in the 
Sea,and thy path in thegreat Waters,and 
thy footſteps are not known. Rom. 11. 
33: How unſearchable are his Judgments 
and his ways paſt finding out | Such was 
the /ate dijrzal Fire; O it wasa very 
myſterious, hid, dark diſpenſation 5 
we felt it, but we do not yet wnider- 
ſtand it. But, ſhall any from a wwyſte- 
riows judgment, argue againſt a clear 
and krown duty? (tuch as Family-pra- 
ger, and an holy life, is); whatever 
God's deſignes were, or his reſerves, 
that I cannot yet fadom; but ſurely 
this he never aim'd at, totake me off 
from Duty ; and I greatly ſz, it I put | 
ſuch an 7nterpretation upon what he 
hath done. 
3ly, Though the ſame judgments may 
befall God's people and others, (praying 
| ard not praying ones ), yet there is a vaſt 
1_/ differeyce. Conlider them mraterially, 
they are the ſame; but conſider them 
in their eds and circumſtances, they Iſa. 27: 7- 
are not the ſame. As 'tis in Afercies 
Saints and Sinners have the ſame Mer- 
cies, yet there is a great difference; for 
what the oe have, 'tis in Love, what 
the other have, is1n Anger; So'tis in 
judg- 
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judgments : what befalls the Wicked 
befalls the Godly, but yet there's a 

oreat diſparity 3 "tis judgment, and m 

judgment to the oze; *tis judgment, but 
ris judgment in mercy, to the other; 

tis Poyſox tothe oxe, *tis but Phyſickto 

the!other: 'tis.a Knife to kill, tothe one, 

'tis but a Knife to cut, and fo to care, 

to the other : 'tis Puniſhment to the one, 

'tis but Chaſtiſement to the other, 

there's the wrath of a Judge to the one, 

'tis but the azger of a Father to the 

other. Praying Houſes (*tis true) were 

burnt down as well as others, (there 

was no difference as to the external 

ftroke): Ah but in other reſpeFs the 

difference wasgreat. Such as deſir'd 

in all things to approve themſelves to 

God, to dedicate their Houſes to God, 

though they drank of the common cup, 

yet the caſe to them is altered. In the 

Fire they had God's preſence with 
them, to ſupport, teach, ſan@ifie, com> 
fort, to make up their loſſes in himſelf,to 
make up outward loſſes with inward 
gain to ſhow them that Houſe to which 
0 Fire ſhall reach, (and the like). 1 
doubt not but many of the people of 
God have found this to be true. Now 
It 
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it was not thus with others; Therefore 
let notany argue againſt Religion, or 
areligions courſe, as being unprofitable: 
for that is falſe. Though it doth not 
keep off judgment, 'yetit keeps off the 
ſting. of judgment ;| it makes t to bea 
quite other thing; ſo that it carries 
Hoxtey with it in the midlſt of all its ga/ 
and wormwood:; it lo circumſtantiates 
the worſt of common evils, that they 
become wholſome and tolerable, Let 
Atheiſts then be filent, here's enough 
toſtap their mouths, though (in ovt- 
ward. appearance) all things come alike 
to all, Ecclel. 9.2. | 
4ly, Where Prayer was performed, 
there were ſins which incenſed and pro- 
voked God, O! God did put no ditter- 
ence betwixt praying families 'and 
others:tor though iz this they did their 
duty, yet 1n other things they did not 3 
Othe pride, the covetonſneſs,E&vc: that 
was 1n praying Hoxſes| and therefore 
0 wonder, that they ſharedinthe com- 
' mon judgment 3 i Fere there no ſins with 
them,even with them 2 (as 'tis 2. Chron. 
28, 10.) Now let me tell you; Tox 
that negle& Religion, Prayer in your 
Houſes, God will puniſh you, becan;? 
you 
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you do not pray : _ that do make 
conſcience of theſe, if they fin other. 
ways,Godwill panifh _ alſo, thoxgh 
they pray;l would not put you uponthis 
duty.,as if this would ſecxre you,dowhat 
you will in other reſþe&s;but,do you pray 
walk in all things a»ſwerably to your 
prayers, and ſee if God doth not (ever 
viſibly) bleſe you in this world. 

5ly, Though praying Houſes are #0t 
always preſerved from external and 
common judements, yet often they are, 
Polanns tells us of a Town in the Terri- 
tory of Bern, conſiſting of int) Houſes, 
which was in the year 1584 deſtrayed 
by an Earthquake ; all of it, except the 
half of one Houſe, where the Mafter of 
the Family was earneſtly praying with 
his Wife and Children, upon their 
bended knees to God; this was. pre+ 
ſerved. And Iqueſtion not, but that 
many ſuch Initances might be found 
out, if I had time to make ſearch. O, 
pray in your Houſes, peradventureGod 
will ſecure them from outward evils; 
but however if this be not done, you 
ſhall not /oſe by what you do-; you 
your ſelves (hall be ſecured from Hell, 


untitled to ſfiritual and eternal bleſſings; 
you 
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you may loſe your Houſes, but your 
Souls are fate: And why now ſhould 
any ſay, What Profit #s there in ſerving 
God, and in ſetting wp Prayer in our 


Houſes? This objeFion (though I have. 


often had it in my thoughts) yet here 
it camein ſuddenly and unexpectedly 
upon me; and taking me when | was 
in haſte, I could not ſpeak fo fully to 
it, as the nature of the thing requires : 
Truly I fear, the late Judgment, in- 
ſtead of being improved to further 
Holineſs, and the fear and worſhip of 
God, it hardens many in Atheiſme and 
Irreligion. 
4, 0bj., I cometo a forrth obje@Fior. 
Say Some; We would with all our 
hearts pray in our Families, but our 
buſineſſes are ſo many, we bave no time 
forit. Anf. No Tzee a molt pitifal 
pretence. I can ſcarce hear it with pa- 
tience: what? 0 time to ſerve your 
God, (who gives you a// your time ), 
to ſave your ows, and the ſouls of al/ 
the-reſt in your Families ? what, xo 
leiſure for this> Do youlay #0 time £ 
that's a zzeer pretence3 indeed it is, No 
heart ; if you had but an heart for the 
duty, you would find zizze-enough for 
it, 
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it. OT beſeech you, ſet up Prayer in 
your Families, zworning and evening; 
| you have time enongh for it 3 Men 
* Xou exig#- * prodigally throw away their time, 
em. (zz and then they complain, they have #00 
multum perdi- Little of it ; They can ſpend ſo much in 
ma Senec- YT dreffing, eating, recreation, litting at 
roy {:4 prodi- an Alehonſe or a Tavern, and yet they 
gi ſumus, 1d. want time for holy attendance upon 
God: As if the 1GHer ſhould pretend 
want of Water to make his Mill go, 
when heletsit ru waſt, O will this 
excuſe you at the great day, Lord, we 
would have pray din our Families, but 
we had no time for it £ you wlll be a: 
ſhamed to make uſe of this excuſethen; 
and yet how 1s Conſcience baffled with 
it here! O, that I might prevail with 
yov, to _ alide this objeton, and pre- 
ſently to let upon the duty ! what? 
hath the world ſo zany Hours from you 
every day, and do you grade God one? 
hath God given you ſuch a liberal. pro- 
portion for the minding your affairs, 
and will you not ſpare him a little; 
morning and night? what ? ſo mc 
taken up with your Trade on Earth,as 
to neglect your Trade with Heaven * 
Shall the particular calling \wallow "P 
als 


Chap. 7. Domeſtick Dedication. Ill 


all, and the gereral calling have no- 

thing? Shall the Servans ſhut the 

Maſter out of doors? A/artha-like, Luk. 10. 41, 
will you be cumbred with many things, ** 

and neglect the one thing needful ? that 

which 1s of ſo great: importance ? Is 

there any buſineſs to. be compared with 

the Salvation of Souls £ (and you haye 

many Souls to mind) 3 Will that ever 

profit, either you or yours, which is gain- 

ed Ly the negledt of God and duty? Tis 

not an hizderance, but an helpto you, 

to begin the day with Prayer. Luther Alc. Adam. 
us'd toſay , Benz oraſſe eſt bene ſluduiſ- © "OI 
ſe; To have pray d well, it is to have ſtu- 

dy'd well: And therefore *tis faid of 

him, That he ſpent three hours every day 

in Prayer and Meditation, Eaſque ſiu- 

diis aptiſſumas. Your bulineſs will go 

on the better for praying. A whet is no 

let, (is our Proverb) 3 The Traveller 

doth not loſe by his baiting. In Gerſor's Biſhop Brom- 
time, the Friers had a fooliſh opinion, "38% 257: 
that no man was the older for the time he - 

ſpent at hearing of Maſs : Nemo ſeneſcit 

pro tempore, quo quis Miſſam audit. * [ is 

true in my caſe, (though 'tis falſe m 

theirs); Time ſpent in the ſervice and 


worlhip.of God, 1s no /oſsto a man. 
I You 
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You pretend buſizeſs ; what abundance 
of buſineſs did lie upon the hands of 
Job, (a perſon ſo rich that had ſo vaſt 
an eſtate to manage, who alſo was a 

Job 1. 5. Alagiſtrate), and yet every day he roje 
up early in the morning, and offered 
burnt-offerings for his Children... And 
lo Foſhuah 5 he was a General, a Ruler, 
doubtleſs his buſineſs was very great, 
yet this would not take him off from 

Joſh. 24. 15. Family-Worſhip, (T and my Houſe, &c), 
'Tis but riſezzg-early (as Job did), and 
you'l get time enough for Secret and 
Family-Prayer: Why do we complain 
of the want of Time, when we ſnort 
It away upon a bed of Idleneſs? O 
Sluggard, rife, and call upon God ; be 
at thy Cloſet, and Houſe-devotions, be- 
times, The poor birds, are chirping 
and {inging their Matters very earl, 
and wilt thou ſeep ? and ſleep away thy 
prayingtime £ O do not.ſo. Te ſhut 
up this Head with that advice of the 
old Rabbins, Minue negotia ut vaces le- 
gi: O whoever thou art, if thy bult- 
neſſes be indeed unmanageable with 
an holy coxrſe, lellen them, at vaces Deo, 
that thou mayſt have the more time and 
leilure to wait upon thy God, 


5. Obj. 
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. 5 0bj. One Objedion more, and 1 
have done. Some plead znability; They 
would pray, _but (alas) they cannot. 
An Cannot prays that's a ſad word 
indeed ! But jsit ſo Halt thou liv'd 
ſo long in the world , and haſt thou not 
learned yet to pray 2 Canſt thou goverz: 
thy Family, provide for thy Family, 
train them up in their feyeral Arts and 
occupations, and doall things that are 
proper? and is this the ozly thing which 
thou can{t not do? thou canſt not pray? 
Canſt thou tell the Phyſſcran how 'tis 
with thy ſelf, and with thy relations £ 
and canſt thou not tell God humbly 
and reverently, how the caſe ftands, 
as tothy ſelf and thine? Surely it this , 
beſo, 'tis very ſad; and know that 
this zabzlity is thy ſir, and therefore. 
will be zo excuſe to thee. O labour 
after a praying ſpirit far.the time to 
come : And 1n order to this, fall upon 
the duty : The way to pray, # topray 
Duty is the beſ# preparative for duty. 
Tis better to xe Crutches than to ſtand 
fullalway ; but aſe legs and havetherr, 
(lo we uſe to ſay): Do but ſc your . 
ſelves to the duty, and the Spirit of 
God, (that bleſled Spiris of Grace and £zct. 12,10. 
I 2 Swppli- 
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Supplication) will help you in it 3 *Tis 
his great office to help poor Creatures in 
their infirmities, as to prayer, Rom. 8, 
26, Never did any heartily delire to 
pray, but this Spirit exabled them to 
pray. Do not miſtake the duty 5 it doth 
not lie in words, 1h volubility of ex- 
preſſions, in good language,«( though it 
becomes us to ſpeak becominety to Gods 
Majeſty), in ſtrains of Rhetorick, but 
inthe znward pantings of the heart if 
ter God: *Tisnot the elegant, but the 

Jam, 5.16, fervent prayer Wat prevails: The key 
opens the lock, though it be made of 
plain mettal : The Child is heard, 
though he ſpeaks but verybrokenly and 
imperfefly; fighs and groans muſt do 
your work : and ſurely.,if you had but 
a ſenſe ct your perſonal and Family 
warts, this you would come up to. 
Yeounced not teach a Beggar how to 
beg, nor a ſtarving man how to ask 
bread : Be but ſenhible of your zeed of 
mercy, and you'l know how to ſpeak 
to God. Optus orandi magiſter, eſt 
Neceſſatas ( \{aith Luther) ; Pinching ne- 
eeſſ:ty is the beſt Miſter to teach men to 

FA) © C3cet but a ſexſe of this, and the 
'rit s alſiſt ance, and Ile fecurc Fi? 
TIS 
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this inability will ſoon be removed. SO 
much for the preſling of the Firs? duty, 
which I would have every wan tolct 
up in his Hoſe, viz. Family-Prayer. 
Should I give you Dired7ons abour it, 
I ſhould be too tedious ;, *T'1s better to 
lay nothing 1n1o weighty an Argument, 
than not to ſpeak ful/y to it; ' and that 
I mult not doat prefent. . _ 

A Second Duty, that I would com- 
mend to you, 1s, the Frequent reading 
of the Holy Seriptures in your Houſes : 
* Fis not enough to pray in your Fami- 
lies, but the Scriptures muſt alſo be 
read in them, Aaron was to burn the 
Tacenſe, /and to light up the Lampstoo. 
Exod. 3d. 7,8. The Incenſe was a re- 
ſemblance of Prayer,(Plal.141.2.Let my 
Prayer be ſet forth before thee as Incenſe); 
and the Lamps, of the Word, (Prov.6. 
23. The Commandment ts alamp, and 
the Law is lzoht. Plal. 113.105. Thy 
Word is a lamp unto-my feet, and a light 
unto my path): Thas it muſt be with 
you, the Incenſe and the Lamp, Prayer 
and the Word, mult go together in your 
Houſes. Prayer and Reading God's 
Word, are two duties which doo wel 


accord, and ſo wwutwally help each 
Lt 2 the 
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the other, that *tis pity to part 


them. 


I would here ſpeak ſomething , ts 
ſtir you up to read the Scriptures by your 


ſelves; O when you are alone, let the | 


Bible be much in your hands, let not 
a day paſs over you, in which you do 
not ſpend ſore time in this duty: The 
Jews were t0 go out, and gather a certain 
rate of Manna,every day, Exod.16. 4. 
Do you every day retire your lelves 
from the world, tor the reading of the 
Scriptures, and gathering ſomething 
out of them. May be, you look into 
them a /iztle upon the $abbath day, but 
then they are laid aſide al/ the week: 
ſurely this ſhould not befo. Col. 3, 16. 
Let the word of Chrift dwell in you richly, 
A KEGa0 9 o4 frariror Ec. Beurken (lays 
Chryſeſt ome), you that are Tradeſmen, get 
For Bibles, get you Bibles, readthe Scrip- 
tures, that the word of Chriſt may 
dwell richlyin you : The fame dol fay 
to you 5 DO, ſhall the Shop-book be 
minded, and ſhall Gods-book not be 
minded? fhall that be altogether 1n 
your eye, in your hands, and this be 
neglected 2 Shall News-books, Plays, 


Romances, Hiſtories, Philoſophical 


Diſ- 
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Diſcourſes.take up all your time?*T was 
a molt blaſphemoxs ({peech that of Poti- 
tian, that, There was more in one of 
Pirzdar's Odes, than in all David's 
Pſalms : (This was the perſon, who 
ſaid, He had never ſpent his time worſe, 
than when he once read over the New 
Teſtament 5 and yet *tis reported of 
him, that he ſpent three years in ſtudy- 
ing this brave Criticiſm , Whether it 
ſhould be written Yirgitizs, or Vergili- 
45 : O the deſperate folly and wickedneſs 
ofthe man)!Do not many of you think , 
and interpretatively (peak, that other 
Books are better than the Bible, becauſe 
you read the oze1o much, the other 1o 
little £ Hierome once heard a woice 
ſpeaking to him, Ciceronianas es, non 
Chriſtianus : Thou art a Ciceronian, not 
a Chriſtian: becauſe Tully was much, 
the Scriptures but ſeldome, peruſed by 
him. O, if ſuch axdible voices were 


now in uſe, how many might expett to - 


hear ſomething every day, to wpbraid 
them with their great neglect of rea- 
ding the Word, and ſpending their time 
in other i-pertinent, unedifying, fleſh- 
pleaſizg, but not Je Jr Writings. 
{intreat you to ſet upon dajly, diligent, 

I 4 ſerious 
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ſerious reading of the Scriptures : Hath 

God in them given you fofull. ſo plain, 
ſoexcellent a Revelation of his W 1ll;zand 

wili you not look into them? Ts ſucha - 
revelation to be ſlighted £ when God 

hath ſo condeſcended to give it, will 

you make nothing of it?'T hey are your 

Kule tor Faithand Manners, a: 8, 20. 
Gal.6.16, They are the foundation, 

upon Which all is bxz/e, Eph. 2. 20. 

They are asa Light hung out in a dark 

!' Night,tokeep you off trom rocks and 
ſands; the Star which muſt dire&t you 

to Chriſt ; the card or compaſs that you 

have to ſail by 3 the glaſs in which you 

may ſee (not what your faces,but)what 

Toph {v3 YOUT kearts are: Are you blind? 
# 426. 4a- there's eye-ſalve3 (they area glaſs that 
Te foe _ mends and ciires the eye, which no other 
Th, t 0v Ka glaſs doth). Are ye affaulted with 


aver rT& yer Enemies £ there's an Arzrory, a Maga: 


T> 2 - - « 
Athans|. ** £77eto furniſh you with weapons, offen- 


ſive and "defenſive, Are you ſick * 
there's that which 1s Medicinal. - Are 

you kurgry? there's' Food. Are you 
under wants? there's a Shop in which 

you may be furniſhed, with whatever 
you need, Are youready to faint f 

there are Cordials to revive and go- 4 

tea 
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then you : O, who would not readthe . 
Scriptures ! There the deep things of 
God, (the whole platform and contri- 
vance of God about mar's Salvation), 
are revealed. 1 Cor. 2. 10, They are 
. able to make men wiſe unto Salvation , 

'2Tim, 3.15. (that's an bigh Elogium 

of the Scriptures ;, 'tis a commendati- 

on only proper tothem; All the Books 

that ever were pen'd,cannot-do this) : 

They are profitable for Do@rine, for re- 

proof, for correfion, for inſtruion in 

righteouſneſs, 2 Tim. 3. 16. They are 

God's * Letter, (indited by his own Spi-* Quid e# 

rit, written (as it were) with his own Pros Se 
. . » ntfs qut- 

_ band), which he hath been gracioully dam zpao1s 

pleaſed toſend to you; and will you mmniprents 

not read it £ It anearthly King (hould —_ 

ſend you a Letter, would you put 1t Diſce cor Dei, 

up in your pockets, or throw it aſide, (7 5% P4- 

and never look intoit? or would you © © 

do thus toa Friend that ſhould write 

to you? AndWwill you {light what the 

great God, your beſt friend, in love to 

your ſouls, doth fend to you? The 

Scriptures are the Touchſtone tor your 

Graces,the Teſt for your Evidences, the 

Magna Charta of your Priviledges, the 


foundation of your Hopes 3 by them 
you 
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you muſt ftand or fall, and be judged 
Joh. 12 45. at the great day : Of all Writings 
they are the woſt delightful : O, that 
infinite ſweetneſs and delight that is to 
be found in them ! will not a// #his pre- 
vail with you to be much in reading of 
them? Let Alexazder be ſo fond of his 
Homer, that he cannot ſleep unleſs 
Senec. L 8. Homer be under hispzllow :Let* Sexeca 
Ep. 6. Cum fo much cry up the Books of his Sexti- 
3 and Tufy the Book of the Twelve 
eff fupra ho- Tables: Let your delight be 1n God's 
—_T Word, to read it, to meditate on tt, 
ingentis fidn. #ight and day. (Plal. I. 2). 
— lib. r. de Orat. Bibliethecas omnium Philofophorum, 


znes mihi videtuy Dnodecim Tabularum, i quis rerum fontes Of capi- 
na vidertt, © authoritatis powdere , ©& ntilitatis wubertate , libes 


ſwperare. 


Beſtdes this, you muſt read the 

Dep wer- Scriptures 1n your Families > if it 
rpms be poſſible, let theſe be read whenever 
bee pradicari, YOU pray; but though ſometimes you 


£4 tz priv®t0- ill be hindered, and you cannot be 


mem alibi - . 
tiQitari & aun. {0 conſtant in the one as in the other; 


&rt ofortet. yet however read the Scriptures fre- 
Daven. in | bs in v Families Chil 
Cot 3.16, J#enty 1N your rami1ies, to your Unity 
dren and Servants: Would you have 
them perform their duty to God, to 


you 


4 
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you? let them know what it is, out of 
the Word. : are particular di- (,) 1:10.49 
refions, ſuitedYo all relations; ſuch aSreperit unde 
will rake all relations good 3 O, there- "ome anime 
fore acquaint them with it. May be, ja Aelavegs 
they themſelves cannot read, or will «ccipit, Tc. 
not read, or they want time to read, ©*fod-Ep-3- 
the more doth it lie upon you to ſpend 
ſome time with them in this duty: Who 
knows, but that this may be the means 
of coxverſion to them? God ſometimes 
bleſles this ordinance to this end, and 
doth that in an ordinary way , which 
he did to AuFine, ih that extraord:- 
nary, Tolle E lege. Bleſſed be God, 
In your Religion, you are not 7zter- 
died the reading of the Scriptures, 
they are not to you as a fourtainſealed, 
or lockduptromyou; you may goto 
them when you pleaſe. The Papiſts 
willnot ſuffer thetr Proſe/ytesſoto do; 
without aſpecialdifpenſation,theirL aity 
muſt not meddle with the Bzble : This 
(to me) is one of the 220i? venemons 
opinions, and molt 7-1piows prattiſes, in 
the whole Body of Popery, Sixtws Se- 
nenſis tells us, To ſuffer Laymen toread 
the Scriptures, 'is nothing but to throw 
Pearls before doggs or ſmine. Tis 
Pope 
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Pope Imnocent's allufion, A beat (faith 
he) was nt to touch the Mount, neither 

* are private perſons to weddle with the 

” Scriptures. And Bellarminelays, Scrips 

ture obſcuriores ſunt; quam ut'a Laici 

Vn River, Poſint: intelligi. - But our * Proteſtant 
Chamier whit Divines have ſufficiently proved the 
raker, Dr Fr. plainmeſs and perſpicuity of the Scrip- 


Whi ith — + F 
109 Bode tures,in the Fundamentals of Faith and 


others. Practiſe... May you then read the 
Scriptures,and will younot ? O,.your 

Num Dens,& | : 

ments &orcg NEg1EEt will make your- caſe: - work 

& Lingue Ar- than the caſe of Heathens, or Papiſts; | 


rifex,diſert? for the one have them nvutto read, :the 
loqui non po0- 
re#t? Io vero Other have them, but they mult - not 
ſumma Provi- | | x 
dentia carere facovoluit ea que divina ſunt,ut omnesintelligerent,que 
ipſe omnibus loqueretrer, Laftant, I1b.'6. c. 21. TneyTa TH day: 
x4 14 Jaz Chrytoſt, in'FEp. 2. ad Theſ.' Hom. 3. Auguſtyde 
Doktr. Chriſt. !, 2.c 9g, Iu his que aperte in Scripturz poſita ſunt, 
mueniuntny ills omnia, qu continent fidem _ vivendi. (vid, 
etiam in Pdal. 8,) Fulgent: -1» verbo Dei' abundat, qu0d perfetius 
comedat, © quod parvulus fugat. Gregor. Divinus Sermo , ficw 
myerits ® {% <gk exexcet, fic plerung; wperficte ſumplices refovet ; 
Habet in publico, unde parvutos natriat,; ſervat in ſecreto unde mentes 
ſubliminm in admiratione ſuſpendat: Quaſs quidam fluvius,plenus © 
altus, in quo © aguus ambulet, © Elephas watet, Aug. Spiritns 
Sanfus ita Scripturas modificavit, ut locts apertioribus fami occurre* 
ret, obſcurioribus faftidia detergeret, This is/in ' His Treatiſe; De 
Do. Chrit.l 2c. 5. Id. de Verb. Dom. Paſcimur apertis,exercemnr 
obſcurts: hinc Fames pellitur, illinc Faſtidium, Chryſoſt. Hom. in 
Mat. The :criptures areeafie to be unterſtood, and expoſed to 
the capacity of every ſervant and plowman, and him that is 
moſt unwiſ2. Therefore God penned the Scriptures by the hands 


of Publicans, Fiſhermen, Tent-makers, &c- that none of the _ 
| : mignt 
. 


by 4 
x 


Lions 


| of, 
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might have any excuſe to keep them from readings that fo they 
might be eaſie to be underſtood of all men, the Artificer, the 
Houſholder, ©&c. Ambrof. Ep. 44. Mare ef Striptura divina, 
habens in ſes &e. — Cyril. Nihil in Scripturts difficile eft its, 


qui ig illts verſantur ut decet. 


read them.” 'To conclude, to read: a 
Chapter or two, - would nct take up fo 
much time , but what you may well. 
part with in a work ſo zeceſſary;10 good 


. asthis 1s. Tlefay no more onit. 


\ Thirdly, There is one Duty more, 
(which I. cannot paſs over without 
ſpeaking fomething toit; and that is, 
Singing of Pſalms in your Families : 
That this is no Jewiſh, Legal, antiqua- 
ted Duty, but that which 18 Evangel;- 
cal and incumbent upan Chriſtians #z- 
der the Goſpeſeveral(who have wrote 


upon that Argument)do prove \trong- 


ly'and convincingly : You have the 
praFice of our Saviour, and of the * 
Apoſtles tor it At the cloſing up of the 
Lords-Supper, they ſung an Hymn,Mat. 
26.30. The Jews usd to conclude 
their Paſſeover with the ſrnging of Da*+ 
vid's Pſalms; particularly they ſang, - 
Pſal. 111. Pſal. 112. and ſo oz to the 
116, Pſalm: In imitation of them, 
Corift and his Apoſtles atter the Sacra- 
ment, they lang an Hymn too; which 


(pro- 
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(probably) was either the forementi- 
ed Pſalms, or ſome other Pſalm or 
Pſalms of David, AﬀF. 16. 25. [ 
read of Paul and 8ilas, At midnight they 
pray'd and ſang praiſes to God, Belides | 
Examples under the New TeSt arent, the 
Command is very exprels 3 (and indeed 
*tis as expreſs for ſinging, as*tis for proy- 
ing, Or bearing, - or any other duty), 
Eph. 5.19, Speaking to your ſelves in 
Pſalms and Hymns, and ſpiritual Songs, 
ſinging and making melody in your hean 
tothe Lord. Parallel to which, is that, 
Col. 3. 16. Teaching and admoniſhing 
one another in Pſalms and Hymns and 
ſpiritual Songs , ſinging with grace is 
your hearts tothe Lord. Here are three 
words, Pſalms, Hymns, and Songs: COn- 
* vid. Gatak CErning the * difference or diſtinct no- 
Adver Sacra, t10ns of which Dzivines, do ſomewhat 
L. 1:c. 10: P: differ. Hierome goes one Way, Bezs 
124. 3 ha PF 

another, Grotizs a third, Zanchy a 
fourth : He that pleaſes, may look into 
them, or peruſe Bodixs, Dawenant, and 
other 7zterpreters upon the Places cl- 
ted, (tor*tis not my intention to ſtay 
upon this). Clearly, the ApoSZle al- 
Iudesto the Hebrew Titles or Divitions 


of David's Pſalms. They were yr” 
c 


124 


bk ded 
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ded into Mzmorim, Tehillim. and $hi- 
rizez which 7zles the Septuagint ren- 


der, by 49% ,o/4; Theſe are the 
words pled herg by the Apoſtle; and 
therefore the z#ference 1s good, that 
David's Pſalms were in his eye, and 


thathe direFs Chriſtians under the 
Goſpel,to the ſinging of David's Pſalms, 

/hen he enjoines them, to ſpeak to 
themſelves in Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
Sorgs.(theſe being the Titles common- 
ly applied to thoſe Pſalmes, and by 
which they were uſually underſtood) : 

You have another Precept for the Duty, 

Jam. 5. 13. 1s any afftited £ let hine 

pray : Is any merry © let him feng Pſalms. 

So that you ſee we have an Inſtitution 

to ground our pyactiſe upon; upon 

which the ſezging of Pſalms becomes 

not only a thing /awf#1, but allo matter 

of dutyz And what the * praiſe of * /firmabax 

the Primitive Chriſtians was in their 72 fuſe 

Aſſemblies as to this, is very Welle ſur ved 
erroris , qued 

eſſent uw tato die ante Iucem convenire, carmenq; Chriito, qu 

Deo, dicere ſecums invicem. Pliny, in that moſt remarkable Epilt. 
Lib, 10. Epiſt. Ep. 97. Tertul. {peaks of Hymni antelucani. 4pol. 
C, 2, & C. 39. Ot quiſque de Scripturts ſauttis, wel de propri» imgenis 
pote#t, provocatur in medium [Deo canere, (This, as to the manner, 
was ſomething extraordinary) vid, Fuft, Mart. in Que3. © Reſp. 
6d Ortbed, 5 wait. 107. $:462+ 


known 
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known out of Pliny, Tertullian, Juſtine 
Martyr, and others. I-ſhould very 
much ſwell up this Diſcourſe, ſhould)] 
fall upon the drawing out of the full 
ſtrength of the- Scriptures alledged 3 
upon the vindicating of them from all 
thoſe cavils by which ſome would 
evadethem; upon the anſwering of all 
objeFions made againſt the duty 3 and 
the explication of all difficulties about 
it : for brevity ſake, I will paſs by all 
this, and only refer you for fuller fatis- 
faction in all theſe things, to thoſe who 
have (to very good purpoſe) written 
upon this Argument,. as Mr. Cotton,; 
Ford, Sydenham, Dr. Manton upon 
James 5. 13. ( with ſeveral others): 
That this Singing of David's Pſalms, 
was uſed in the Temple-worſhip, cannot- 
be ceny'd ; for, 'tis ſaid,2 Chron,29,30. 
Hezekiah commanded the Levites to ſing 
praiſe untothe Lord, with the words of 
David and Aſaph the Seer, That 'tis 
ow to be ulcd in publick Worſhip, (asa 
part of it) cannot be denied neither : 
David in Pſal, 95. reckoning/up the 
parts of publick, Worſhip,he inſtances in 
Prayer, v,5. in Hearing, V.7,10 Singingy 
v. 1.@c, That1t oughtto be »ſedin 
Family- 
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Family-Worſhip alſo, cannot be deny'd 

neither. Surely, they that grant the # 
duty muſt grart alſo, that *tis very 

neceſſary, proper, uſeful, in private as 

well as in publick; O therefore let me 

defire you to ſetup this holy exerciſe 

in your Houſes; Pray there, read the 
Scriptures there, and ſing Pſalms too 

there. The gezeral omiſſion of this, 1s 

much to be lamented 3 what through 
profaneneſs in ſome, and groundleſs 
ſeruples in others, how few Families are 

there in this City,in which 'tis praCtis'd? 

How many Houſes may a mart paſs by 

upon a Lord's day, before he come to* jJvys ry 
one, where he hears this Heavenly AMu-Lvxiv md 
fick. You that are Maſters of Families, $917 whey 
be perſwaded to make Conſcience of 7,” 0; 
this duty ; let the praiſes of the moſt nh 
High God be ſung in your Families. O —__— 
what a bleſſed duty is this ! how is Heg- 9dds, touch- 
ven delighted with it, how is the * heart - oY 
raiſed, the affeFions excited and war- of this Ordt- 
med by it 3 how dothit pleafe God, to 19905 fi << 
come in upon the ſoul in this as well as ſupra. 

in other ordinancesz O the ſweetneſs, 

delight, that the ſincere Chriitian finds 

init; and the profit, advantage, that he 

reaps by it, To my thinking ( laith one) 

K 


there 
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there is not a more lively reſemblance of 
Heaven upon Earth, than 4 company 
godly Chriſtians ſenging a Pſalm together, 
Yourejoice in God, you rejoice 1n thole 
many mercies, you receive from God; 
Singing is the beſt expreſſion of your re- 

Joycing. Areyou merry let not your 

mirth run out in vain frothy thi 
but in the ſenging of Pſalms. Paxl and 
Silas were full of joy, and they fall 
upon ſigirg- The Church upon the 
receipt of eminent Mercy, vented her 
Joy this way : Pſal, 126. 2. Then wa 
our mouth filled with laughter, and ou 
tongue with ſinging. Let it be thus 
with you. The boly Spirit of God 
puts men upon #hzs rejoicing. That of 
the Apoſtle in the connexion 1s very 
obſervable; He had dehorted from 
drunkenneſs with Wine, (Eph. 5. 18), 
by way of oppolition he exhorts tobe. 
filled with the ſpirit 5 what will follow 
upon this? He'tells you, ver. 19. 
- Speaking to your ſelves in Pſalms and 
Hymns,&c, Where any are full of the 
Holy Ghoſt, this will certainly put them 
upon holy expreſfeons of their joy, 10 
Pſalms and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, 
Look as men that are full of ine, or 
: Drink, 


2, 


” 
_ 
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Drink, they 1be fimging and venting 
their mirth' in; their carzwal and ſinful 
way 3 fo they that are full of God, 
_ be ſſ1ging too, but 'tis Pſalnrs 
and ſprritral Songs; 'tis not chanting 
fothe viol, (Amos 3, '5.)*tis not Songs 
that God will turn into lamentation, 


(as he threatens, Amos 8. 10. ) but 'tis 


that which 1s ſþritral, in which their 
holy joy doth run out. It wonld grieve 
2 man, as he walks in your ſtreets, by 
your Taverns, and Alehouſes, Lord! 


what tearing, ranting. curſing, finging, 


(in a ſcurrilous and filthy manner), 
may he there hear from day to day : 
Pray, let ſomething elſe be heard in 
your Houſes; you that profeſs God, 
and have any ſenſe of Religion, Oler 
men hear you, ſzging of Pſalms, and 
therein celebrating the memorials © 
God's merciesto you: If you be filled 
with the ſpirit, you will as certainly 
do this, as men that have drnuzk to ex- 
cefs do the other. 
And efpecially upon the Lord's day, 
let _ this duty be performed in your 
Houſes; this: is work very proper to 
tothe Sabbath: See Pſal. 92, The title 
of it js, 4 Pſalm for the Sabbath day: 
; K 2 And 
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And how doth it begin? thus, Tt 3#« 
good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, 
and to ſing praiſes unto thy tame, O moſt 
High, &*c. Plal. 19G. 2. Serve the Lord 
with gladneſs, come before his preſence 
with ſinging. O the admirable mercies 
that you are to commemorate upon this 
day! Thatever to be adored Work of 
your redemption by Chriſt, is to be 
freſh upon your thoughts this day! 
ſhould not this put you upon ſinging of 
Pſalms ? That you enjoy the Golpel, 
are admitted into God's preſence, fit 
under his Ordinances, meet with God 
in them ; theſe are ſignal mercies: do 
you rejoice inthem ? and will you not 
by Singing, manifeſt your thankeful re- 
ſentment of them? I preſs-you upon 
nothing, but what hath been the 
cuſtome of the people of God, from 
agetoage; they would not let a $ab- 
bath paſs without ſinging of Pſalms in 
their Families. Set up this duty I in- 
treat you ; it may poſlibly expoſe you 
to ſome deriſfon and ſcorn from your 
carnal Neighbours : but who will va- 


| Juetheſcofis of Michals, in the dil- 


charge of Duty? O, that as perſons 
walk inthe ſtreets, they might hear in 
many 
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"many Houſes in this City, praying, rea” 


ding the Word, repetition of Sermons, 
ſinging of P/alms / what a comfortable 
hearing would that be! how doth it 
rejoice my heart, when I hear this at 
any time! 


When God hath inclined you to the 


duty, then be careful that you perform 
It ina right. mazner. ' 1 do not know 
any part of Worſhip, wherein men do 
more generally miſcarry, than in this, 
which Iamupon; O let it beſo ma- 
nag*d that you may pleaſe God, profit 
your ſelves, and edifie one another 5 Da- 
vid's Pſalms muſt be ſung with David's 


Spirit, (as *tis uſually exprefled) : See 


that the heart be in the duty : Epheſ. 5. 
19. Making melody in your heart to the 
Lord.T here muſt be the external voice, 
but the main thing is the Heart. David 
would have both, imployed in this fer- 
vice: Pſal. 57.7, My f bx is fixed, O 
God,my heart is fixed: I will ſing and 
give praiſe. (v.8._) Awake up my glory, 
c. (He means his Tongze; and he 
calls it hjs glory, becauſe that was the 
member by which he praiſed, and ſo 
glorified God). S&P/al. 108, 1. Q God 
my heart is fixed, T will ſing and give 
5: "WY praiſe 
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praiſe even with my glory. And Pal. 71, 
23. My lips ſhall greatly rejoice,when I 


ſng unto thee, and my foul which thou 


haſt redeemed. 1ſay,lookto the Heart, 
that that be in the duty 3 without this, 
the voice is but bodilyexerciſe, and that 
profits not, 1 Tim. 4. 8.) 'Listhe Heart 
that God minds 3 the ſuav7ty,tancable- 
zeſ5.modulation of the yoice.is-nothing 
to him; *tis the welody of the Heart, 
which pleaſes him. Let the Heart,and 
the whole Heart be engaged m this 
work; See Pſal. 103.1. Luk. 1.. 46, 
Mind what you are about, attend to 
the ratter that you ling : (fo Chry/oft, 
opens that of the Apoſtle, of makin 
melody in the heart, by attendigg with 
underſtanding). Many ing, but they 
do not mind what they ſig 3 take 
heed of this; Cum in conſpeu Dei can 
tas Pſalmos,hoc tra@a in mente , quod 
cantas inwoce, (faith Bernard): And 
let the Heart be afteted, and wrought 
upon by this; every. duty ſhould have 
ſome influence and impreſſion upon the 
heart, and this too,as well as any other 
ſhould have this effe&t 3 Doth the 


Pſalm preſent me with the gloriows 


excellencies of God, the glorious _—_ 
O 
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of God, the precious mercies of God? 
all this ſhould affee# my heart. Is it a 
Pſalm of Prayer, of Praiſe * whatever 
the'matter be, the Heart mult be duly 

Fed with'it. Underſtand what you 
lingz I will ſing with underflanding, 
(faith Pawl) 1 Cor. 14.15, (though I 
conceive he ſpeaks there of wnderſtan- 
ding, rather in a Paſſrwve than in an 


 AGive ſenſe) : Surely, we cannot be 


affected with that, which we do not 
wnderſtand.- And inan eſpecial manner 
take heed that the carnal part (being 
taken with the external melody), do 
not ſteal away the Heart from God in 
the duty.O how apt are we to beover- 
come bythis!the fleſh is pleaſedand gra- 
tined by zrelodiouwsand muſical ſuavities, 
and then the heart is lo5#, and the ſþi- 
ritual part of the duty is loſt. How ,| Aus 


fully and Pathetically doth * Auguſtine jutr pericu 


bewail this, asto himſelf, But (that /*m volupra- 
tis, of ſalubri- 


[may (hut up this), See that you ſing ratis experi- 
with grace in your Hearts, ( as the mentum,&:. 


Quum tamen 


Apoitle commands, Co1.3, 16.) Though &w” 7 
x tht acctditut 
you have not the faculty or ski/, of wean anpiiss 


Cats, quam 
res que canitur, moveat, penaliter me peccare con/iteor, 3 tum mallems 
u0n audire cantantem3 FKcce nbi [um ) Flete me cum © pro me 
fete, Oc, Aug, Confel. lib. 10, cap. 33. 

K 4 ordering 
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ordering your voices in ſo tuneable a 
manner; yet be ſure, . you ſing with 
Grace in your Hearts, This ſome do 
open by Thanksgiving or T hankfulnels 
(lo the word xags is taken, I Cor. 15. 
57. 2 Cor. 2.14.) but the moſt by the | 
exerciſe, the aFualſtirrings up and ex- 
citations,of Grace in the Heart ;, or by 
gracious and holy diſpoſitions of 
Heart: O when you are finging, let 
Grace beup, as wel] as the woice; let 
the oze be (tirred up, as the other is lif- 
ted up; let gracious affeFions, delire, 
love, joy, godly forrow, accompany 

ou in the work 3 ſuch as are proper 
and ſuitable to the matter of the Pſalm 
which is ſung. Theſe things I could 
not but thus briefly hint toyou. And 
io I have done with the enforcing of 


| the Second Branch of the Exhortation: 


If you would advance Religion in your 
Houſes, (and ſo dedicate them to God), 
then ſet up the Worſhip of God, the 
performance of Holy duties in your 
Families, viz, Prayer, Reading the 
Scriptures, Singing of Pſalmes, 1 hope 
none w1ll be oftended, becauſe I have 
ſtay'd ſo long upon ſo common a ſubje@#; 
and gone over that which Hundreds 

: have 


Chap.®. Domeſtich Dedication. 

wrote of before : 'Tis true, the ſubject 
is common, but withal *tis of ſuch inr- 
portance, that we cannot ſpeak too 


much of it: And as common as 'tis, I 
think *tis very rare, (I mean in men's 


praiſes) : Letthe thing be done, you 


ſhall hear no-more of it from me ; but 
if not, I hope ſome other perſon will 
re-aſſume this work, and go over It 4- 
gain, much more efteCftually and con- 
vincingly , than I have done, We 
muſt never let you alone, till we have 
brought you to the doing of your 
duty. And this, both fdelity to our 
Mafter,and allo love to your Souls, calls 
upon us for. 


— 


—— ey—_—_— 


CHAP. VIII. 


The Third Branch of the Exhortation 
arged, viz. Religious Education. 


——_— 


Go on to the Third Branch of the 


Exhortation: As you delire to ad-- 


vance, and ſet up Religion in your 
Houſes, let your Education of Children 
and others (who are under your 


charge) be religious : That Houſe can- 
nor 
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not be look'd upon: as dedicated to 
God, where Religions Education i 
neglected, ; 

Now the frſt ſtep 1n this, 1s Baptiſmal 
Dedication: This concerns your Chil 
aren in their ee : Doth God 
bleſs you with fach? dedicate thern/to 
Him in Baptiſm As ſoonas He hath 
given them to you, do you (Harrah 
like, 1 Sam. 1, 28. ) give them back a- 
gain tohim ; and let them be comſecra+ 
ted to the Lord in this ſolemn way, As 
to Infant-Baptiſm, 1 would advilc 
you neither toſcruple it, nor to negle# 
it. Do not ſcruple itz to me, *tis a 
truth, written as with the beams of the 
Sun, (yet I know, that that may be 
clear to me which 1s dark to azother, 
and fowvice verſa) 3 and God forbid, 
that I ſhould be xxcharztableto thoſe 
who differ from me herein ; let them 
be as harſhand ſevere, as they pleaſe to 
their jChildren, I would be texder to- 
wards themſelves, (many of them 1 
verily believe diſlenting upon conſci- 
entious grounds and motives), But let 

| Perſons go, I come to the Thing.Should 
I enter upon the Controverſie of Infant- 


Baptiſm, I ſhould either wrong the* 
Canſe © 
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Cauſe by ſaying too little , or the Keader | 
by laying too mach. The Arguments 
are commonly known, ſeveral Books 
are written about it, (that one of 
Mr. * Baxters, I ſhould think was e- Plain Scrip- 
nough to give every man ſatisfaction), 77* Froot of 
ereting if you be diflatish'd, I Church- + 
remit you to them : For my own part, m<mverſtyp 
ſolong asI have thoſe Scriptures, Gen. *,"F 
#7.7. (compared with the 10. ver._) 
Ad. 2.39. 1Cor. 7, 14+ A@,16.15, 
33. (with many others); and theſe two 
Reaſons, that the firſt Covenant-Grant 
# unrepealed; that the priviledges of 
Believers under the Goliet are rather 
heightened, and amplified, then any way 
curtail 4 or diminiſhed; 1 fay, ſo long 
as.I have Scriptures and theſe Reaſons, 1 
hope I ſhall never ſcruple Infant-Bap- 
tiſz: But Iſuppoſe you to beſatish'd 
as to this; then ſay, Do not zegled it, 
or omit it. Godly Parents have always 
made Conſcience of this, (I mean of 
bringing their Children under the ſeal 
of the Covenant): when Circumciſion 
was this ſeal, then they would have 
their Children circamcis'd: You may 
read it in Abraham, Gen, 21.4. In Ze- 
chary and Elizabeth, Luk, 1. 59. In 
Joſeph 
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Joſeph and Mary, Luk. 2. 21,22, Since 
Baptiſm was the ſeal (for there hath 
een a change as to the external ſeal, 
though there be none asto the matter 
of the Covenant it ſelf, to which this 
ſeal is annexed) as perſons were 
brought in, to the owning of Chriſt 
and of the Chriſtian Fazth, all along 

they would have their children ba 
tiz?d:; Logk but into the New TeSt4- 
ent, and you will find plenty of In- 
ſtances; Will you then zegleF# it? Is 
it not an aCt of ſgular Grace, that 
God hath not only provided Ordinan- 
ces for your ſelves, who are adult, but 
alſo exe for your Chi!dren, in their 
Tnfant-State, and will you make no- 
thing of it? Is it not admirable mercy 
that the Lord hath taken your ſeed into 
the Covenant too, and fo will have 
them to paſs under the ſeal of it ? Hath 
God extailed Covenant-bleſſings upon 
them #hzs way, and will you ct off the 
entail e Is this the firſt viſible AF of 
God's grace, whereby he receives 
Poor creatures into his favour and 
friendſhip, and the firſt viſble means, 
by which he applys Chriſt in the me- 
rits of his death and blood for ſandQi- | 
fication 
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fication and the remiflion of fin? Doth 
it pleaſe God effeFxally to work in and 
by this Sacrament, lo as to exhibit 
grace by it? (as he doth,in the purſu- 
ance of his ow# Purpoſe from everlaſt- 
ing), and will you withhold it from 


your Children? Have you been the ' 


initruments of conveying the ain and 
filth, and pollution of fin to your 
Children, and will you not bring them 
to this Heavenly Laver, in order to the 
waſhing and cleanſing of them ? Is 
Church»memberſhip a little thing in your 
eye, that you will omit that Ordinance, 
in which your Children, are exro/ed, 
and admitted,as members of the Church? 
will you keep them (fo far as in you 
lies), in an eftate little better than 
Heathemiſh, and make them only Ca#- 
didates of Chriſtianity? Once more, 
are not delays, negleFs, here very dan- 
gerows £ Gen.17. 14. The uncircumciſed 
manchild, &c, that ſoul ſhall be cut off 


from his people 5 he hath broken my Co- 


venanut., Here the puniſhment 1s de- 
nounced againſt the cbz/d, elſe where 
againſt the Parent, (upon whom in- 
deed the ſix lies): Moſes had almoſt 
loſt his life upon his omitting to cir- 

cumciſe 
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cumciſe his Child, (tor the moſt lay it 
upon this) Exod. 4. 24: And it came 
to paſs by the way in #he Inn, that the 
Lord met him, and ſought to kill him. © 
upon this (and all the foregoing conſtde- 
rations ) do not make light of this 0+ 
dinance, or neglect the adminiſtration 
of \it, What if your Child ſbould die 
unbaptiſed?Far be it from meto conclude 
that therefore *tis damned, (which was 
once Anſtiy's opinion, whence he was 
called Durus Infantum Pater): yet this 

* ſs forte ex- T mult ſay, this 18 a very * ſsxful omiſſion, 
aocopamng" and you have been very unfaithful to 
{ Zaptiſma * your child, and this will lie heawy upon 
uu receperint, Coy ſcience under ſuch an affiiction 5 
«.Me)%—yprnt (thoughT hope, the child it ſelf ſhall 


reos efſe pecca- « 
ti, © nou i- not ſuffer as to its eternal ſtate upon 


nd ev, Jour omiſſion). T his (lying 1n my way) 
qui dare wo0- I durſt not bawk it, though *tis not 
Iuerine, #%i- conyenient, to make any Jong ſtay 


meeo temporesy 0 
quo contradi- uPon It, 


cere nou pore” 


rant,qui accepturi erant. Hieron, ad Lztam. 


That which I have oft in my eye,1s 

Religions Education, when your Chil- 

dren are grown zþ to the uſe of | Rea- 

ſor 3 and this I will fr## tir you up un- 

to, and then dire yorabout it, Surely 
there's 
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there's great need of the fp; that men 

ſhould be quickned to the religions edu- 

cating of thoſe who are under theirs, 
charge. How *few look after this! Menno ps 
Lak inet the moſt of Houfes, where ninety 
will you find Parezty or Maſters, ſoli- !7"ia,9s7 
citous about goededacetion of Children (nat, 
and Servazts £ Let me came neerer to po# /c reve & 


. 4 OR | - . honefte vivant 
you in this City3 Are you fo careful in {7 ———_ 


the Religious Education of Children and 7anr ut illis 
Apprentices, as you ought to be 2 O Tmylam bere- 
the fad negle@ of this even amongſt ,,,,." = 
you ! What isit that many ( [ tear, the po# obirum ip- 
moſt ) of you do mind? to feed and {7m /tlend- 
cloth thoſe that belong to you.,to learn abi s 
them ſomething of civility, and good Muſcul, is 
manners, ('tis well, if you gy fo far), FREIE 
to provide eijfates and portions for 

them, to breed them up to ſome calling, 

(and therein, eying more a ſubſtance 

for your Childreu, than the Glory of 

God); this is all that too many of you 

trouble your felves about; and what 

Tears are ſufficient to bewail this! O, 

the rudeneſs of youth in this Czty3, O, 

the curling, ſwearing, taking God's 

name in vain, that is to be heard from 

Children in this Citz;How doth it ſome- 


times affect me, as I go along to hear 
young 
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young ones with Oaths and Curſes in 
their mouths , how ſoon are they prey+ 
zant in fin, and ripe for Hell 3 they can 
no ſooner ſpeak almoſt, but they are 
venting wickedneſs; and when they 
arrive at ſome further growth, how do 
they flock to Ale-bouſes and Taverns!0 
- the early drankards that Londom 1s full 
of ! O the lying, gaming, drinking, 
ſcoffing at what is good, &*c. that our 
Youth 1s tainted with in this place! Q 
Citizens, doth not this proclaim to the 
world, that good Education 1s too 
much neglected by you: Is not that 
the caxſe of all this? Would Children, 
Servants, be ſo bad abroad,if you did 
do your duty at hozre £ Indeed ] muſt 
charge that abundance of ſin that i 
amongſt the Touth, chiefly upon the want 
of Religious Education. And O that 
many, even of thoſe who-profeſs God 
and Godlineſs, were not herein too 
remiſs and careleſs ! They pray in their 
Families, and keep up duties in their 
Families, but as to'conſtant and faithful 
endeavours, for the well educating of 
thoſe under them, therein they come 
very ſhort. Surely Profeſſors are not 
now (astoſtrict, holy pious Tour 
| on 
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tion) what formerly Profeſſors were 3 
one might with much more of comfort, 
have placed a child with old Profeſſors 
than he'can with preſents Profeſſors. It 
being thus, I'tannet but ſpeak ſome- 
ran, to"excite you to a further care 
andfaithfulnefs, in the we/-educating of 
thoſe, who are ander your Authority, 
(bethey Children or Apprentices). 

The Commands of God are very 
expreſs and poſitive. Prov. 22. 6. Trait 
8p Child in the way he ſhowld go, and 
when be #f old, he will not depart front 
#. The Hebrew word is 127 the 
Root from which the Word int my Text, 
(rendred by Dedication) is derived ; 
Children muſt be izitiated or dedica- 
ted, (for the Septtagint tranſlate it by 
iyxerri000), how ? by good and religi- 
ous education; by training them up 
inthe way of Duty. So Eph.6.4. And 
Je Fathers provoke not your Children,but 
bring them up in the thrture and admo- «+ x,y; (rium 
nition of the Lord. Patents, you fee curare deben; 
what God requires of you 3 thoſe that | nth, *, 
you have brought forth, you muſt bring ,,,;; ſeeiam 
#p in the zwrizre, &c. You muſt not « Deo bene 
only take care that your Children' be re 
able to* hve, (as tothe world); _ TY 

L that 
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that they may /zve wel, fearing God; 
and! doing his will. The Scripture is. 
very full both of Precepts,; and-alſoof 

Preſidents, for this religious Education; 
(ifit was neceſſaryhere to enlarge)but 
I will paſs them by here,.:becaule they. 
will better fall .under the' Particular 
Dire&ions that I ſhall. give. preſently 
Let me only uſe, ſome powerful motive; 
and i#ducements, the better.to excite 
you tothe Duty, . 

1. Motive, Firſt, Tour, Children (and 'others 
under you). they are a truſt, which you 
uſt give an account for to the great 
God > you ſtand 7truſied with the 
Souls of theſe; the care of their Souls 
lies upon you; and therefore you mult 
be accountable for them; (for whete- 
ever there is a traſt, there will bean 
acconnt taken) : Where you truſt your 
Servants, you will expect an account: 
Hath God truſted you with preciow 
ſouls, (lo many Children, ſo many Ser- 
vants, ſo zany Truſts), and will he not 
have an account, whether you are 
faithful ro your Tryſt* *Tis a miſtake 
to think that the Cura animarum doth 
only lie upon Miniſters, (though 1n- 
deed eminently it doth,Ezek,3.18,19.) 

it 
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itliesalſo-upon you,.-who ate Parents 

and Maiters 3. if yau let the. Souls of 
Children and Seryants to periſh, (for 

want..of good Education) their blood 

fball' be required at. your Hands, Let 

me-allude to. that of the Prophet to 

Ahab. 1. King..20.,39, Behold a man 

turned aſide,and brought 4 man untq me, 

and ſaid,Keep this man if by any means 

be be miſſmg,. thee ſhall thy life be for his 

life : So here, God ſays this to yous 

Here's a child, keep this Child for me, 

it he miſcarry and be loſt (through thy 

neglect), thy life ſhall gofor his. If men 

dig but conſider this, certainly they 

would be more careful and conſcienti- 

ous in their Education, You muſt an- * 9mviz que 
lwer for the Sowls, for the ſims of thoſe liquerine þ- 
under your charge : Do not think that rare x 
I ſpeak my own private thoughts (only tur, qui no» 
to afiright you)lI ſay nothing but what _— _—_ 
others.have ſaid before me:*0rigentells in ob. - 
us,That al the fanits of Children ſhall be * K's» Tees 
required of their Parents, who have not 7% Tov ye 
inſtrued them. Andwe read inthe*Coy- v7 inns 
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ſtitutions (that go under the name of 
the Apoſtles) If Children through the 
careleſneſs of Parents, ſhall fall into ſin- 
ful conrſes, thoſe Parents, fhould be 
guilty of the ſouls of thoſe Children; 
and that wot only the children foall be 
puniſhed themſelwes, but the Parents alſo 
for their ſake. That look as children 
ſometimes in this life are puniſhed for 
the Parents ſake; ſo Parents in the life 
to come, {hall be puniſhed for the ch1l- 
drens(ake: O what an awakening con: 
federation is this! *Tis the afflition of 
| many, that they have no Children, 
Pfal.127.4, 5- they have none of theſe arrows in their 
quiver ;*twill be the affliction of others 
at the great day, that ever they had 
children ; O when they ſhall come to 
witneſs againſt them, and lay Lord, 
here's my Father, that let me lie, ſteal, 
ſwear, play away the Sabbath, and he 
never regarded me; my fin was the fruil 
of his bad Education ; wilt nov this fall 
heavy upon the negligent Parente will 
not ſuch a child bean arrow indecd to 
pierce him to his very heart 5 Fray 
therefore think of this in time, that 
you - may prevent theſe tremendow 
gonfequences, Yowtake delight in 
F your 


—_ 4s oh” F935: vs We Os gc TD V8XF9 Fx,Yc 


"Ss os © *% ff tww bs TY FL, vw MS ” Y 2 ts ww, FX 


Chap: 8... Domeſtick Dedication. 147 
your children, 'but do you conſider ? 
0, I muſt\ anſwer. for the jou! of every 
child; | You tmploy your Servants a» 
-bout your buſineſs, but do you conli- 
der? Inmſt anſwer for the ſouls of theſe 
Servants -: If you did;:you would not 
carry it as you do. ' | 

Second. Keligiows Education carries, yp, 
much of Good along with it; you can» 
not imagin how much good you do, 
when you do this : Firſt, you do good 
to your ſelves;for by this, you diſcharge 
your duty,and nodule your ſelves from 
the guilt of ſouls; and however things 
go, liber8,Hif animam, you have freed 
your ſelves in the {ight of God, What 
if afterall your care, pains, prayers, 
faithfulzeſ+, your children ſhould yet 
miſcarry 2 O this would be matter of 
comfort to you, 'tis not upon your 
default or negle&#: 'Tisas great an of- 
fii#:0n as can betall a godly man tore 
children (fuch as have been eligiouly 
trained up by him) to take linful cour- 
ſes; but if he can make comfortable re- 
feftions upon his praQtiſe, that he hath 
not been acceſfary to this 3 that it 
proceeds from the child's wickednels,: 
not from his omitting Of good education, 

L 3 this 
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this will much tend to-his Japort, and 
to the a/eviation of his griet and bur 
den. Many a good Parent bad ſunk un- 
der this croſs; if he had notghiad this to 
bear himup. + + V\Well 5 12 

7 - Youalſoby this may do much good 
to yopr children. ?Tisthe moſt effeFual 
and the moſt probable way to''turther 
their ſpiritual and: eternal good, Good 

in kisexcel- Education is a great thing'' Plutarch 
lent Treatiſe, lays , IT is theE"vmwyorey,x; plrov;x) Term 
ag x$6daur; "tis the firſt, the middle, the 
'* _ laſt, inorder'to the ſetting of youth 
right; you cannot expect;/erther moral, 

or ſpiritual \ goodneſs withoup» this, Q 

the power-and'virtue of Miglens BY 
cation,(when'tis ſan(Fify d)) | The earth 

often proyes according to theſeed that 

is firſt caſt into/ it'z - The weſſe/ retains 

the t3: ure of that with which-tis ff 

Plutarch. in ſEajored-  Lyenrgas (et jt forth by an 
loco privus alluſfion of two doggs 5 the one'of w ich 
cirn, was bredup to the Trencher, the 
other to Hunting; which made a very 

great difference 1n them, (as he exem- 

plify d 1t before the' Lacedemonians,t0 
ſhow the power of Education); Per- | 
ſons are yery much, (when they are 
grows up) according to the mo 

| tha 
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that they/had'im their #eweler Age 1 A 

child welfedvcated makes a good man ; 

and (0 þ\cont#2.  What'is 3mprimed 

upon one in his education, uſually *ris 

very permanent: 'Asinthe place fore- 

cited, 'Train\wp a child"in the way" he p,,, .. 5 
ſhould goj and when he old," he will not 

depart from it,:' What pleffings might 

Parent provets their children, what 
exctllentithings might -be effefted by 

them, if they did butitake the'advar- 

tage of 'thtir render” years; and then 

{ſet rhemiſcbves to ' btitig- them into 

God, i! 7: do' verily beleve* (faith a Mr. Brxter's 
Reverend: Author) "#hat if Parents jo Eno 
did "their" duty \ a6" abey\bonght , *the Part 3. ch." 
"word publickly preadhed,would not bethe 14+ SR, ut, 
ordinary wears of \ Regeneration" int the —R_Ss 
Church, but only. withiuÞ the Church a- 

mong Thfidels,&c. Coibwould pour out 

'his Grace ſo upon the children of his peo- 

ple,- and hear pr agers fo them; and bleſs 

Juch endeavours fortheir holy Education, 

that we ſhouldſee:the Promiſes made good 

to our:iſeet; and: the 'nnthankeful Ana- 

baptitts that. will not coifeſs 'that the 


children of. Saints .ars any 'nearer God, 
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Eburch-members, ſhould by ſweet exppri- 
ence be convinced of their error, and be 
taught bettey how to underſtand,” that our 
childyex are holy, 

Nay thirdly, by this, yow would do 
»mch gogd ta publickSocgeties;(whether 
they beReligioxs Or Civil):Both Church 
and State are great gainers bygqod Fd 
cation; what excellent members would 


the Chyrch have,..if you..did but do 


What lies upon:you in private As the 


Orchards accarding to what-the wnrſe- 
ryis,Caccordingto the uſual frmilitude) 
So Churches axe" according to what F4+ 
miliesare. Good Familits make godd 
Churches; andgood. Education mak 
good Families; pw ſmoothly,readily 
would Chxrch-work go on.if Maſters of 
Familigs did but do their, duty 3 as the 
building goes on apace whefthe maje- 
rials are prepared before hand, Cities 
and Kiygdonss tO, 


| gan by this ; and it 
muſt needs beſo, for what -are they, 


_ but the whole made up of theſe parts; 


The whole is ſuch as the patts are, 
which it conſiſts and ſa Kingdoms and 


Cities are what particular. Houſes are; 


therefore 4riFtatle defines the former | 
thus, They are Societies wade np of mauy 
Tort en” > Families 


'2 | Chap, 8. Doweſtick Dedication. I5 x- 
Tn | Families and Houſes put together. Fami- 

be | liesare but Jike the book in Jooſe ſbees's, 

MW | and Kingdoms like the book, bound up 3 

the oxe but like Letters that are ſogle, 

and. apart, the-other like Letters joyned 

bo | -Now ifthe ſbeets be not good, 

< | or the Letters not\good, the. book or 

writing cannot begood neither, The 

Id Latedemonians made a Law, that when Ccharrou of 
Jo | Children did amiſs, their Parents ſhould Vid. lib. 3, 
he | be puniſbed; becauſe they judgd their © '# 
e- | negle& of Education was the cauſe of 

e) | this, which tended ſo much to the de- 

&. | triment and prejudice of the Common- 

d | wealth. O If you negle& your duty, 

Ss fill the Nation with corrupt and 

jy. | wcerow and wſeleſs members : whereas 

f | uponthe doing of it, you make your 

e 

; 

L 

, 

} 

: 

| 


Houſes - good: Semrinaries,, both for 
Charch and State. Would you have 
a qa Kingdoms make thoſe goody 
who are under ;your charge; Would 
youhave a good City 2 look ta the ec- 
ducating of thoſe who are related to 
you. The way to have the Cityclean 
Is for every man to ſweep before his 
own door ;, and fo 'tis in the matter [ 
am upon. Let us have the beſt Magi- 


ſtrates,let them make the beſt Laws.auid 
| back 


r532 
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back themwiththe bef#'6xecution; ye 
Societies 'will-be free. :10 long'i 
Parents and Maſters'do not do-#hei 
duty'in Religious Edxcations' 190) 

Nay fourthly, By #bis you do good hh 
Poiterity 's I for hereby: you Reep wp Re 
litio# 11 the World; andipropagan 't 


from age to age: The Papifts ſpeak:much 


Heac eff vera 
Cabbala, 1. EC. 
Traditio per 
mann ery pear 
en, Dm 
Patves filits 
#radunt adme- 
witiones, Oc, 
fed hujuſmodi 
na edificent, 
c.Pet. Mart. 
in Ge: 18, 


19, 


of  their'Oral Tradition, by which(thej 
ſay) 7:4#h\hath been vonveged down 
wards;allalong fromthe 4poſtlerdays 
the preſent generation handing it'd 
tothe ext, and ſoon from:generation 
to'generation. Surely?tis the:dutywof 
Parents to perpetrateand ronvey Religh 
on fromvage to ape 512ndhow:hallghis 
bedone, but by Religions'Edueacion; 
'Tis faid of Abel, Being dead be yore 
keth, Reb. 11. 4. Oyif you woulthbit 
rightly train up your. @hildren,. &8 
dead you would yet fpeak:you ſeaſoned 
them; and-.tbey 1ealon theirs, and'fo 
Religion'is tranſmitted and keptupin 
the World by your means, (although 
you yourſelves be dead\and gone): 1s 
not this glorious ſervice ? upon your 
nct minding of Education,you are the 
inſtruments of keeping up Sin, Atheiſm, 
Tenorance, &c, inthe world ; but by 
your 


ny 
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, our ſl incerity and fatthfulneſs'in this, 


ou' are Inftraments to .continue and 
promote thefear of God, Piety, Holi- 
ae, Faith front age to age. 


\ Thirdly, < er, the miſchievows 3 Motive. 


and ſad eff eds pit om on the neg- 
kt of nas 299" hey fry {oe iy 


- wo cannot-wellbe numberedup, and 
ſoevil, they cannot ſufficiently be be- 
wailed. | Good-Lord ! how are Chil- 
dren and Servants ſpoiled. ab$/>5F" for 
\wayrot this; as.grownd” proves\ muſſy 
andifull of -w3gksy, tor wamtof enlture, 
arof being Sat» in'time.- The 
Tree thatisn to kept/trarghtavthe firſt 
grows'crookgd>till Tt: nd 'acurable': 
young ones,,whenlet alone,-how ſoon 
doth {in get ſixenpth inthem, Hhow'na- 
tural. do' they fall into-the*way of 
witkedneſy \and'thenin-tithethey-are 
G hardened, tharthere's' - —_ 
of ther; Wold i waot grieve-you, to 
ſee your Children'to proveDrimke dr 
Swearers, Unclean' perſons}eve " way 
natght ? "What can: Pry ane etter, 
if you do not at the firſt; printiplethem 
aright for'God and duty? > Othisis the 
bane of youth, that root upon-which 


puich evil grows, the omitting of ſc- 
rioms, 


54 . 


4 Motive, 


DomeFtick Dedication. Part 3, 


riow, early, piows Education. Dail 
experience is too fad a proof of what ; 
ſay. | 

Fourthly, your Care and Fi- 
delity in Pious Education,wz/ be high- 


ly pleaſing to God; you cannot do 2 | 


thing which he will take more kindly, 
and more graciouſly accept of, A clear 
proof of this you have in Abraham 
Gen. 18.17. &c. And the Lord ſaid. 
Shall T hide from Abraham that thin 
which I do, Seeing that Abraham hal 


ſarely become agreat and mighty Nation, 


and all the Nations of the Earth ſhall be 
bleſſed in him : Why will God do. af 
this for Abraham, and' give out ſuch 
eminent as of Grace to him? you 
have the reaſon of it, (v. 19.) For 1 
krow him (faith God) that be will com+ 
wand his children and his howſhold after 
him, and they ſhall keep the way of the 
Lord, to dojuſtice and judgment ; that 
the Lord may bring upon Abraham that 
which he hath ſpoken of him. All the 
— favours deſigned and promiſed 

yGod to Abraham,were laid upon his 
zeal and religious care, astothoſe who 


were under him 3 God would not _ 
is 


Chap. 8. Domeſtich Dedication. 

Secrets from him.becaufe he would not 
hide the ways of God fromthem; God 
will make him great in the world, be- 
cauſe he would make God great in his 
Family. O, how doth it pleaſe God, 
when he ſees Maſters and Parents, 
treading in the mou of Abrahaw, and 
what bleſlingsdoth be iy upon ſuch! 
Holy Education will be a ſingular diſ- 
covery. of your love to God, and if 


you diſcover your loveto him, he wilt 


diſcover and aCt his love to you. 

That I may ſhorten as much as may 
be, let me put things together. Will 
you negle& the main ? what are the 
things of the world in compariſon of 
Grace? You are induſtrious abouc 
worldly things for yours 5 to get 
wealth for them, to leave them Eft ates, 
Portions, ample Poſſeſſuons; you ſpare 
nocoſts, no pains for their Preferment, 
the heightewing of their parts, the en- 
riching cf them with Natural krowledg, 
and the like; and will youdo nothing 
for thera, as tothat which is infinitely 
better than all this? Is not the fear of 
God, ſaving grace better than all this? 
lhould not your love runout after the 
brit things tor them you love? Will 

n not 
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not Chriiþbe better. ta; your Children 
thavthe world?; Will the. trial at the 
great day-þe this, whether you. hayg 
made them rich and krowing,and great; 
or whether you have. made them. rel;, 
giows,, gracious, holy 2. Did not the Hee: 
then cry-out of the folly.of Parents jn 
this? 0 (faith .Cratei)y/ 4h4t 7 cauldiſo 
ſpeak. as. tobe beard: by, all men | this'l 

* 6 44074 would then fay tothems * het dagou 
mo $4194; wean inlaying:ont all your endeavour 
eraY* XN 1nd induſtry to get wealth, and in the 
Ms oy is mean time negtefting the education of 
rSray mee theſe to whom all is to: be left © This is, 
3 omvdJdr, (faith Charron) 4s if a #an ſhould tak 
r\y Hi toy, care of his ſhoo, but 110t of bis Foot : or 
ous TrvT® (as an eminent Writer Of our own hath 
Gs it), this 3s as great folly, as to be turiom 
Mnpe FOOT” for.an handjome ſhoo,' and then to put it 


Plut, 
w_ "dip. #pon a gouty foot, 


ay oY. 
-— 5 Ao 2. B. Ch. 14. p. 437. of VViſd. - a Dr. Ren. Sermon 
upon Human Learving, P 7: 


O Parents are not 'your Children 
deat to you? Are not your fouls ki 
to them by the ſtrongeſt bords and» 
gaments Of Love © 'and* will you look 
on, and let them periſh for ever £ Can 
you be content to ſee your own Image 

upon 


Chap,3. Domeſtick Dedication. 
upon them withayt God's Images Shall 


they lyeasthe Devils fallow? Shall no- 


thing but weeds and briars grow upon 
them,for want of your mature' cyltiva- 
ting of them ? Will you be cxxel tothe 
ſouls of theſe, who are ſo.near to you? 
(the not giving of good Education to 
them is wnwaturalneſs 5 nay the bighefF 
cruelty) : | Will: you be worſe than Di- 
ves in Hell ? he would feign have had 
the damnation; of. his Re/ations: pre- 
vented, Lxk, 16. 27. &c, and will you 
donothing to prevent this as to your 


Children 2. ſhall there be more. of bo- 


wels in Pharoabs daughter towards the 
child of another, (when ſhe ſaw. the 
poor babe floating upon the waters) 
than in you towards your own Chil- 
dren? Shall tht Heathens who had no- 
thing but zroral light, (and yet were 
very careful and fſolicitous about the 
Education of their Children) riſeup in 
judgment againſt you, (who have an 
higher light), and condemn you? 0 
quanta damnatio, a dammatis dannrart, 
(as one ſays)! How great a condemnati- 
on is that, ts be condemned by the Con- 
demned. Will you like it, -when the 
wickedneſs of your Children will 

break 
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break, your very hearts, and you will 
not know how to help your ſelves? 
(nay your 0w# Conſciences will tell you 
that all this is the fruit of your - 
le&)? Will itnot beſad, when your 
Children ſhall carſe the day that ever 
they knew you ? and fay, (as *tis in 
Cyprian.) Parentes feaperit Parricidn; 
our Parents have beer littte better to 
us than Murderers; and they that were 
the Inſtruments of our beizg, have allo 
been the occafions and means of our 

Eta: Pare ”: everlaſting undoing : * Are not the times 
uy an "you live in, very evil? Will you thake 
*1a diligent» them worſe and worſe ® Ah Lord, what 
_— b* will become of Religion in England, ins 
videmus quaw- little time, if Profeſſors now do not mind 
zopere vires the Education of Children ! 'T was pro- 
CE ks. mi&d, Iſa. 58.12. They that fhall be 24 
mines ad ranta thee, ſhall build the old waft places. O 
f wv - Uk the ſad waſts and r4ins of Religion that 
en, are now amongſt us ! and therefore,0 
Fabric. in that your Children might be fo 
Eye If brought up, that they who are of you 
might build the waſts thereof beſeech 

you, if you have any love to God, to 

your ow» ſouls, to your children, to this 

poor Nation, to Poſterity, make more 
Conſcience of this duty, than hither- 

| to 
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Chap. 8. Doweſtick, Dedication; 
to. you bays done : Believe it, Good 
Education # better thai a great Portion; 


Do but caſt into your Children the 


ſeeds of Virtue and Piety , for other 


things you may truſt God, I dotoo 
well know, that after the very be? E- 
ducation, ſome may and do prove yery 
bad 3 (as ſome ground, let it be never 
ſo wel! dreſy'd, tilkd, manur'd, yet 
after all this, nothing but weeds and 
briars,. and thorns do grow upon it): 
I wiſh we had not tog wary. Inſtances 
of this 3 (ſome of which ſometimes 
come very zeer unto our ſelves); Be 
it ſo,(though 'tis a thing much to be la- 
mented), yet 'tis good to do our duty, 
to go as far as we can,and then to leave 
events and ſucceſs to him, who doth 
what he pleaſeth. I had almoſt for- 
ot a = 

bring it in here, and cloſe with 
It, 
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Dr. Gouge of 
Famil y Du- 
ties, P+ 537+ 


_ of Mr. Herbert, let me Poems, p. 4. 


This boſe ſprings chiefly from our Educa- 


ton. 

Some till their ground, but let weeds 
choke their Sun. 

Some mark a Partridg,never their childs 


faſhion. 


Some 


/ 
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Some ſhip them over, andthe thing is 
FH : 0k Mr 
Study this Art,make it thy great deſign, 
And if God's Image move thee not, let 
thine. | 


So much for the ſtirring. of you up 
to this Religious Educatians | proceed 
to give you ſome DireFions about it: 
I enter upon an Argument of great 
weight and importance. W hat are Pi 
rents to do,in order to thereligions edy 
cating of their children? or, wherein 
are they to come up to this'? *Tisa very 

ſerious BueStion, and that: which de- 

* ſerves our moſt ſerious thoughts :. As 

*Oux 351 meg? Socrates IN Plato, ſpeaks to Demodocay, 
ors beorigs There is nothing that a man can adviſe 
<y avi; upon, more divine and weighty, than 
PeaevoetTo, bow to educate well his Children and 


/ -24 * Servants. In anſwer to the 2wxeſtion, 
U- . ; 
as . will not run out upontall the Duties 


Stxeloy, Plato Of Parents and Maſters, towards Chil- 
i. Theag, fol. dren and Servants, but confine my ſelf 
Og * to thoſe only, which have a more dire# 
and immediate reference 'to'Religion. 

And wheras the conſtant pertormance 

of Family Duties, (as Prayer and Rea- 

ding the Scriptures) is a great part of 

| Religious 


Chap.®. Domeſtick Dedication. 
Religious Education, they having been 
already ſpoken to, it will not be requi- 
ſite, that I ſhould here further inſiſt 
upon them. That which I have to 
ſay, by way of Dire&7or, I will give 
you,under the following Heads. 
Firſt, Be frequent in ſpiritual In- 
ruGion ; for this isa very conſtderable 
branch of Religious Education; this 
is like the ſetting or planting of the 
Root, upon which all muſt grow 3 or 
like the {aying of the foundation, upon 
which all is to be built. Unqueſtion- 
ably this is the duty of Siperiors to- 


wards Inferiors : What the Preachers © 


in the Pulpit, that the Maſter of the 


Family is in the Houſe, ((aith Origen) - _ 


This is a part of that * au:&vis and vd- «,,,,; 


61 


Joie, 


ie, Nurture and Admonition, 11 which fignifies In- 


ſtruction as 


Fathers are to bring up their Children, ne £* 
Eph. 6.4. Abraham was much 1n this re&ion.2% 


Ne0eoia im- 


Gen. 14. 14. Whege heard bis Brother yorts the 
was taken captive, he armed his trained ame too. 


duty, Gen. 18.19 ry *tis faid of him, 3: 26: A 


Servants, born in his own Houſe, &*c. 
We read it, (his trained fervants), in 
the Hebrew *tis,(VYPIN), initiatos ſuos 
his initiated , or dedicated ones 5 
or, (as 'tis noted in the wmargert 5 


M 2 and 


9. in 


162 Domeſtich, Dedication: Part 7, 
* armavit pue- and as *Pagnine opens the werdl)hjs it- 
ya 4c: wo fruged ones : All in Abrahams 
& inftitatos, Family were inſtruFed by him; ©, 
$0 Verb: thoſe are bleſſed Families, where alli 
Ee ol. Them. diy mſtructed in the things of 
iudicat, priſces God. This was Davids practiſe ; fo 
hes Parres, his So# grpoct Prov. 4. 4+ = Pakgit 
gut eget  mealſo.and ſaid unto me. Let thine het 
| > unggy x ES worads.k-ep my Commuagedment: 
14m T Hi 4d live. And Bathſheba's too, Pro.31.1, 
6 win . The Propheſte that his mother taught him. 
ram pregreljl And (faith David ), P/al. 34, IT. Comt 
June, ſovres, ye children, hearken unto me,T will teatl 
ter Domefti- 301 the fear of theLord.Y ou read of Je 
ras 7 rc hoaſh, He did that which was rieht in th 
+ Puke docere fight of the Lord all his days, wherein |: 
filios 5 poite- hoiada(who was inſtead of a Father to 
105j105, 9®- him) the Prief? inftruGted him. Now 
cnfhgq; ad con- Y 


fequendam a- you that are Parents, do you thus do! 
»imi Jalutem, when ſhall I come to that duty which 


. Kternamyq, 


Felicitatem not zotoriouſiy neglected ? Sure this 
{ire eos, id muſt not be it; for 'tis too maniteſlt, 
remporeio argu” that this is generally neglected. You 
ÞBerer in converſe much with your Children, 
Ger. 1?.19. ſpend much time with them, do you 
improve YOur converſe,or your time, iN 

ſpcaking to them of the things of 

God? You teach them your Callings, 

learnthem this and that 3 doyou _ 

k them 


= 
w_— 
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them to know God and Jeſus Chriſt ? 

O that this Heavenly inſtruFion might * Cum eum in 
be more minded by you! when you are fn homines 
with your Children, be 7zſtilling and rags: ——_ 
dropping ſpiritual things into them, (as #9/can:, cele- 
their capacities will bear) 3 be * in- "EE + 
ſtrufting of them, as to what they are ventar , prima - 
to know and praZiſe : Poor Creatures, ***/*paren- 
they come blzzd and ignorant into the ngtrags 
world, let pity moye you, to inform rr ad ſalu- 
them, and to give them am i»ſight into jy "eons" 
the 22yfberies of Religion. Are not nem libers ſu, 
theſe the things, that are molt xece//ary 4,91 
to be known ? Is not knowledg the way wo I 
of God to Salvation? (Joh.17.3.) Is 4+ Yaz. 185. 


not 7gnorance a ſoul-deſtroying thing ? Aid «9xmy 


O let theſe things prevail with you, ; * Tv wing 
£2 7X46 
todo what the people of God all a- 7% > 


long before you, have done: Let your ,,,;, 
Children be we/ taught, as well as wel/ 72, 19» yi- 
fed ; let not a ſervant go w#n-inſiruded, wor: in 16y- 
for he is a part of your charge; Nay, yat pare 
let not the meaneft ſervant be without **! ow bn 
this : As 'tis ſaid of Lewis the Ninth, ;7 5” 

. A : h f d . I >@Tayoy, 
King Ot Frances ne Was IOUnd IN-gg, ou 
{trufting his poor Skullion; and being x4, $1,948 
ask'd why he did fo, he anſwered, I «; 4, 55+ 
know the meaneſt in my Family hath a>. \toba. 


Soul as precious as mine is. INI 


M 3 It 
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kcium pit 

Patris-famili- 
as eft ,libeyos& 
familiam edu. 
care,ad pieta- 
gem, docereq; 
quomodo opera 
Dei refte debe- 
ant conſideraye 
Piſcat.in Ger. 
18. 19. in 


Pbſer Ve 


Domeſtich, Dedication.” Part 2, 

If you ask me, Wherein you are to 
inftru yours? Anſ. There are two 
things, that the Scripture in ſpecial di- 
res you to; The Word of God, and 
the Works of God: Deut. 6. 6, 7. Theſe 
words which I command thee this day, 
all be in thine Heart (Is that all? no:) 
And thou ſhalt| diligemtlyteach them un: 
to thy children |,and ſhalt talk of them, 
when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſe, &c. To 
the ſame effect, Dent. 11,18,19. Timo» 
thy from a child knew the holyScriptures, 
2 Tir. 2.15s How came this about? 
He had a good mother, and a goold 
grand-mother, and they inftruFed him 
inthe Scriptures. So for the works of 
God. Pſal. 78. 4. &c. We will not 
hide them from their children, ſhewing 
tothe generation to come, the Praiſes of 
the Lord, and his ſtrength. and | his 
wonderful works | that he hath done ;For 
he eſtabliſhed a teſtimony in Jacob, and 
appointed a Law 11 Iſrael, which he com- 
z1arnded our Fathers , that they ſhould 
make them known to their childrens 
7 hat the generation to come might know 
them, even the children which ſhould be 


born, who ſhould ariſe and declare thew 


to their children ; That they might eb 


their 


* mw” > Iv uh a D tF/ ® 4 
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their hope in. God, and might not forget 
the works of God, but keep his Com- 
' mandments, Deut. 4.9. Only take heed 
to thy ſelf, leſt thou forget the things 
which thine eyes have ſeen,&Cc. but teach 
. them thy Sons,and thy Son's Sons, Jolh. 
4. 21, 22. When your children ſhall ack 
their Fathers. in time to come, ſaying, 
What mean theſe Stones Then ye ſhall 
let your children know, ſaying, 1ſrael 
came over this Jordan on dry land, &c. 
Exod. 12-25, And it ſhall come topaſs, 
When your children ſhall ſay unto you, 
what mean you by this ſervice That ye 
ſhall ſay, Tt is the ſacrifice of the Lord's * 
Paſſeover, who paſſed over the Houſes of + 
the children of Iſrael in Egypt, &c. Me- 
- nochins relates, That the Faws the night 
before the Paſſeover, They were wont to 
diſcourſe with their children thus 5 Why 
3s it called the Pallcover? the Father 
anſwered, Becauſe the Angel paſſed over 
#5, when it ſlew the Egyptians, and de- 
troy d us not : Why do we eatunleauen- 
&d bread? the Father anſwered, Becauſe 
we were forced to haſten out of Egypt : 
Why do we eat ſowre grapes ? To mind us 
of our affiittions in Egypt. So again, | | 
Pſal. 44.1, We have heard with our ears "* 
M 4 __ OGod, | 


x 
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OGod, Our Fathers have told #, whe 

work thou didſt in their days,i# the times 

of old. You ſee how in ſpecial the 

Scripture inſtances in theſe two things, 

(wherein Children are to be inftrud- 

, ed) God's wordand works; and is not 

all comprehended under theſe zwo ? b& 

not here a /arge field for Tnſtru@ion and 

Information & Let me intreat you ta 

be ſpeaking much of theſe unto your 

Children. Do what m you lies to ac+ 

quaint them with the Holy Scriptures, 

and thoſe great Truths which are there- 

Im revealed3;(elſpecially thoſe which dd 

more nearly concern Salvation); Tell 

them, what there you find, concerning 

God, Chriit, mans fall and recovery, thi 

Covenant of Grace, the conditions 

thereof, Faith and Repentance, &*c, Be 

often opening theſe things to them: 

The Eagle carries her yourg ones to the 

— . &un; O bring your young ones 

I” 4. to the Light of the Word, aud help 
TewTHs 4591 | n A. 3h 

res 78 v4- them to look upon it, and.into.it, The 

««s exeria- Children of the Jews were very well 

gs v. versd in the Scriptures, even when 

2s wyus- they were young, becauſe their Parents 

(56:1. 3, 01d frequently herein .inſtruCt them; 

cou:74 4pjion, (10 * Joſephus tells us). Whata _ 


IS 
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. 


isit, that 'tis ſo long before the Chil- 


dren of Chriſtians come to any confi- 
derable knowledg of them! Odonort 
only read the Scriptures to them, but 
often be diſcourfing of Matters therem 
diſcloled ; and put them themfelves 
upon the reading of them alfo; and 
callthem oftento an account of what 
they read, (as Hierome adviſed Lete 
in orderto the religious Education of 
her Daughter). Reddat tibi penſun quo- 
tidit die Schipturarun floribus excerp- 
tr. Aieron, ad Lztam. 


Here,as an excef{ent way for the in- 
ſtrudting of Children and Servants, 
let me adviſe you toſet up Catechiſing 
in your Families : O ſet ſome time a- 
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x - . 4... Prater p. 
part for Catechiſing 3 *tis one of the [row fab. 
bet means that I know, forthe advan-nionprivas 


cing of Scripture-knowledg. In Cate- — . 


chifers you have a Summary of Divi- vine dikes 


#ity, (both Do@rinal and Pra@Gical), 
naplein and familiar way let before 


518207 1805 4X 
Dei manidato. 
Pareus infGows 


you ; there Matters of Faith and rs. 19. 


PraZiſe are .ſucciniFly handled, and 
brought-down to'the weakeſt capaci- 
ty: There's no ſuch compendions 


tor the attainipg of Heavenly krowledg 
| as 
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as this is.. Whence is it, - that-perſon; 
are ſo igzorant when they are. #zex? 
but from this, they were not wellC4- 
zechiz*d when they were childrex! And 
whence is it, that ſo many leave the 
way of Truth, and deſert that true Re- 
ligion. wherein they were bred, and 
turn Papiſts, and what not ? but be. 
cauſe the foundation was not well laid 

_ at the firsf, in Catechetical exerciſe, 

= e# The * Greek word, which ſignifies to 

lt Catecbiſe, fignifies alſo to feach andin 


rudimenta da. 


re, erudrre; ſtruf 5 as in 1 Cor. 14. 19. Luk. 1.4 
Frequens ef 47.18.25, Gal. 6. 6. Catechiſeng 1 


d Dot X 
52 Piet, De. She beſt way. of inſtruting. If T could 
_ & but prevail with You once 4 week to call 
paulatim aſſu- your Famylics together, and to ſpend 


efacere quod 


Graci xatTy- lOme time in A this exerciſe , O. how 


ariCeur Gewnt. yQuld  Gofpel knowledg encreake 


It nearly con- amongſt us | 


zcerns every. 
Parent, as they will free themſelves from the guilt of their Chil- 
drens\undoing, that they be caretul to ſee them inſtruced in all 
neceſſary things. To which purpoſe it will be fit early,to teach 
them-ſome ſhort Catechiſm : Whole Duty of Man, p. 49. But a 
boye all,the beſt way of Inftitution, my" as to the younger 
ſort, may. be performed by Catechiſms , Platforms of ſound 
words, by Queſtion and Anſwer in a ſhort and compendious me- 
thod ; whoſe Terms being clear and diſtin, might be phraſed 
out of Holy Scripture, and fitted to their,Capacities, by a plain 
though ſolid ſtile, and to their memories by brief expreſhons. 
Morn, Left, Serm, 8. p. 196. | 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, To Spiritual inſtruQion, 
add holy admonition, exhortation, good 
advice and counſel, You muſt not 
only let them know (by i=ftru#ion) 
what their _ is, but you mult preſs, 
vrge, enforce this duty upon them, by 
admonition, good counſel. O my child, 
thus and thus the word ſpeaks, O do 
thou do accordingly : O my child, do 
not lie, do not ſwear, do not profane 
the Lord's day, do not aflociate with 
wicked perſons; but fear God, walk 
in the good ways of God, keep the 
commandments of God, I ſay, the 
admoniſh, adviſe, counſel,thole that are 
under your charge : W hat abundance 
of good might you do by this ! what 
a prevailing influence, hath good coun- 
ſc], when'tis duly appli'd ! How many 
are there now rejoicing in Heaven, 
and blefling God for gaod Parents 
and Maſters upon earth, who gave * Proprie figni- 
them pious admonitions from time to aneygne" wk 
time: Whereas, there are others bur- jangliciter, ſed 
ning in everlaſting flames, who are #alm quam in 
curling the day that ever they had to yonar, 1 _ 
do with thoſe who altogether negleCt- « que ſun: ad 
edthis duty, This allo is included / eng Ja: 4 
In that * admonition , ( which the7, xp. 6.4. 
Apoſile 
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ApoHle ſpeaks of in the forenamed 
ace), Epheſ. 6, 4. (if you take the 
word 1n the aFive lenle, for it maybe 
taken paſſwely ). 

In the further proſecution of this 
Dire#ion, | might much enlarge upon 

fſach Heads as thele. 

T, Be ſure your admonition be hah 
and good: Fake heed of giving bu 
advice, of counſelling Children to do 
what 1s evil; this is dreadful : Yet] 
wiſh that ſome Parents were not guilty 
of it, they put their Children upa 
wicked acts and courſes; Athaliab(the 
mother of 4haziab)is brandedfor thiz 
2 Chron.22.3. His mother was bis Coun: 

| ſeller to do wickedly. Have we not ſome 

{uch amongſt us? Surely, this is the 

very heighth of wickedneſs; and God 

will ſooner or later find out ſuch Pa- 

rents, and ſeverely puniſh them. Epi- 

phanizs hath-a pretty obſervation 

_ _____ uponTerah, (the Father of Abraham). 
go” F ” For 3332. years,there was not (faith 
cited in Biſh, © he) one example of a Son, that died 
Taylor's Rule, © before his Father, but the courſe of 
aa ©Yins 5 Nature was kept, that he who was 
* firſt born did firſt die, ( you are to 
underſtand it of Natural _ and 

*© tNETE- 
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*therefore Abel carmot be oppoſed to 
*this obſervation)nll thatTerabtaught 
&« the people and his Relations a new 
*Rehgion, to make Images, and wor- 


« ſhip them; and concerning him. it 


« was firſt remarked, that Hera died 
< before his Father Terah1n the land of 
© his Nativity : and ſo God puniſhed 
« him for his ſinful counſel, by the un- 
& timely death of his Son, Let Parents 
look for ſome #nufual,remarkable judg- 
»ent, either upon themſelves, or upon 


theirs,who counſel to fir. 


2l5, Your Admonition being good, 
(for the matter of it) ſee that you back 
it with Scriptwre,and with the moſt con- 
binting Arguments you can think of; 
for you will find all littleenough; and 
good advice without thele is but like a 
bullet without powder. | 

2ly. AGF Prudence as to the beſt timing 
of good counſel; It it be given anſea- 
nth, it will be taken wnſucceſs- 


Fully. 


4ly. For the warner of it, let it be 


I. hearty, 2. ſerions, 3,afſeFionate; (for 
Love is like the oyling ot the'key, which 
makes it to open the lock more eaſoly 3 
or like the greaſing of the nail, which 

makes 
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makes it to exter with more facility)y 
4-frequent, Good counſel muſt veef 
ter inculcated; if it prevails not att 
firſt or a ſecond time, it muſt be ſet or, 
again and again, The 7Troz by often 
filing grows ſmooth and bright at laſt: 
The za;/that doth not enter by ze or 
two blows,by the reiteration of them 
driven to the very head; And thus itis 
in the caſe Iam upon: Dert. 6. 7. Thou 
|  fhaltteach them diligently unto thy Chil- 
m_— %- dren,&c.ln the Hebrew, 'tis, Thou ſhalt 
Reg aca; whet them. diligently, &-c. Countel is 


qui dnm acui- 


zur ſepiis im- blunt and ineffe@tve,nt by frequent re- 
pellitur af co 1,2:501,it be notwhetted and ſharpened. 
gem. Innuit 2 n . 

Rudium & dj. Theſe are Things that admit of wwuch 
ligentiam, qud ey[argement, it 1 could dwell upon 


— 11-4" them; but Travellers are loth to make 


debent.Vatabl. any long Stay, when they are almolt at 
in Dent. 0: 7: the end Of their journey 3 and {0 I hope 


Innuittudium 


& 4iligenti-I am. . 


am, qng puerts 
pracepta Dei inculcari debent, P, Fagius in los, 

Thirdly, Back InſtruQion and Ad- 
monition with the putting forth and aue 
improvement of your Paternal Authority, 
This religious Education calls for, as 
well as for the former; you have not 


doneal} that lies upon you, when you 
| have 
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have inſtrudted- and exhorted; ' God 


hath put Authority 'into your hands, 
and thar muſt þeimployed and impro- 


.- - 


'ved,to back and ſecond Inſtron and 


Exhortation:' *Tis not more common- 


ly'than truly ſaid, (by thoſe who write 
'of Oeconomical Duties), that a Maſter 


of a Family (in his Houſe)" is, King, 


Prieſt,and Prophet; he hath power and 


anthority there,” ſo he is King; heis to 

pray with and for his Family, ſo he is 

Prieſt; he is to teach and inſtruct his 

Family, fo he is Prophet. Now.if you 

Would religiouſly educate thoſe under 

you, ' you mult exert your. Authority 

for religious ends and purpoſes. If you 

would know how, or wherein, I will 

briefly open that to you : 1: Tow muſt , q,,,...,, 
lay your charge upou them that are ſub- (pracigiet) ut 

Jeff to: you, that they do what is good, Parent & 
David did not only adviſe, but he m— 
charged his Son Solomon, ſaying, &*c. ſeeniter & obi- 
I'Xing. 2.1. Prov.4. 4. Keep my Cons e& : Jes jw 
mandments andlive : 'T was not bare yirare, inferio- , 
counſel that he gave, but he laid hjs 7* 44 Dei ti- 

. mortem © obe= 

commandments upon his Sor. Gen.T9. juin ad- 
I9. Iknow him, that he will * command ducendo, faci- 
his Children, &*c. Obſerve it, Abraham _ Je . - 
would not only perſwade and exhort, 7» 6en.18.19. 


but 
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but he would command his Children, 
and his Howſbold after him, &« 
21y. Tou muſt aumthoritatively reſirait 
them from ſix ; (Bur of this reſtraining 
from ſin, I will ſpeak more, under the | 
fourth Head, in the next Chapter): 
34, Youmult a&t your Authority, t 
ſee that they duly ſanGtifie the Sabbath; 
This is expreſsly laid upon you inthe 
fourth Commandment , Exod. 20.19. 
You are toanſwer for Childrens and 
Servants ſpending the Lord's day 3. 
they be idle, frequent vain Houſe, 
ſpend their time (or rather Gods time) 
in playing, gamings, walking in the 
fields, recreations, (all of which ate 
forbidden on that day), you partake dt 
their gui/t,and muſt be accountable for 
it. O that 2afters in this Cizy would 
better improve their Axthority ove! 
their Servants, in order to the better 
Sſan@ification of the Sabbath! upon | 
this negle&, the Sabbath is greatly 
profaned 3 and that is no ſmall fin, 
4/5. Your power mult be imployed t 
bring them $0 the means of Grace, to the 
Ordinances. You attend upon them 
Jour ſelves, O look tothis, that your? 


alſo attend upon them ; Poſhibly or: 
0 


BD WV 


5 
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of them may be backward enough to 
this ; carnal hearts do not delight in 
ſpiritual duties; Youth is more for 
Pleaſure than for religious attendance 


- upon holy Ordinances; they like play- 


ing better than praying; their fooliſh 

orts better than the ſeriows exerciſes 
of Religion, Time was, whertit was 
juſt ſo with ſome of the belt of your 
ſelves; but *twas God's infinite mercy 
to you, you had Parents who looked 
after you, who would have you to be 
preſent at holy Ordinances; Do you 


not bleſs God for ſuch Parents when 


ever you think of them? And will not 
you do to yours according to what was 


done(with ſo much advantage)to your 
| ſelvs?Odonot go aloxetothe wears, but 


take your Families, yourRelations.,along 
with you. 'Tisfaid of El{kazah, that he 
and all his Houſe went to offer to theLord 
the yearly Sacrifice,1 Same1.12. Jeſs and 


| all his Sons muſt be at theSacrifice,1 8am. 


15.5, Tmeddle not with the Coercive 
power of the Magiitrate 3 but ſurely as 
tothat which I am upon,theParent,the 
Governor of a Family, hath a Coercive 
power ; and he is bound to put it forth. 
You cannot force your Children to be 
wel], but you may command them to 


take 
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take Phyſick : And ſo here, you cannot 
force them to believe, to repent, but 
you may bring them to wait upon the 
»eans, 1n order to believing, and in 
order to repenting, Is God preſent in 
them ? doth God work Illumination, 
Convertion by them ? and will you 
not cauſe yours to give their atten- 
dance? would you have them healed, 
andw1ll you not bring themto thePool- 


fide, where this healing 1s to be had! 


If you goto Ordinances your ſelves, 
but leave your Children and Servants 
\behind you, may 1t not be ſaid to you, 
what Eliab once ſaid to David, With 

whom haſt thou left thoſe few ſheep in the 

Wilderneſs? 1 Sam. 17. 28. Then 

51y, your Authority muſt be exercisd 

9s to Family-duties. See that thoſe 

under you do attend upon Prayer, 

reading theWord, Repetition of Sermons, 

and the like : Have you Power in yout 

Houles, . and ſhall any abſent them- 

ſelves from theſe things ?' Shall they et 

with you who will not pray with you? 

ſhall they dwell in your Hoxſes who 

will not conform to theReligious Orders 

there obſerved ? Ely. Often call Chit 

dren and Servants to an account 5 (elpe- 

cially 
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cially when there 1s cauſe of jealoſte 
and ſ»ſþicior, that all 1s not well), how 
times ſpent, what ny have been do- 
ing, what company they keep, what 
they have heard (after a Sermon), 
what they remember,how they under- 
ſtand, &c, Ifſuch account was but oft- 
ner taken, we ſhould have better Chil- 
dren,and better Servants, than now we 
have. You find the benefit of it as to 
your own concerns, lurely it would be 
as beneficial in hzgher Concerns. 7ly. 
When they do amiſs, let them be reproved 
and correftked. O when ſuchy are let 
alone in that which is evil, without re- 
proof and correFion, how ſad are the 
conſequences | Connivance and Tndul- 
gence 1s the bane of Touth: What a 
crols had Adonijabliketo have proved 
to David? and *tis faid of him, His 
Father had not diſpleaſed him at any 
time, in ſaying, Why haſt thou done ſo? 


177 


t King, 1.6. Be faithful in reproving, ; ou 
what is amiſs in thoſe who are under;,,,;... 
your charge : This is very well con- g a ueules 
filtent with Iovez nay, this 1s the beſt & 73 mm 
and the trueſt lovez nay indeed, you xe1oter. 
donot love, where you do #ot reprove. 9s. 

ON Ani, Ethic. 1, 
(See Levit. 19,17.) O the benefit: of, C11. 

N 2 we 
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well manag'd reproofs both to youny 
and old! Prov. 15, 31.. The ear that 
heareth the reproof of life, abideth« 
mong the wije, Prov. 6.23, Reprodi 
of inſtrution arc the way of Life. And 
beſides this, what you do rot repron, 
(according to the nature of th: 
In emni'w Crime), you are acceſſary to, and bring 
ny quando the guilt of It upon your ſelves: & 
eos quos ſcio Fph.,5.,11, And then for Corre@ion, 
edi It fairer means will do the work, for- 
enimi maligni- DEAT this 3 but if not, this muft be uſed, 
rare now mere” as the lat remedy: The word of Ex 
mw + + af) hortation , and the rod of Coryedtimn 
3- 23 mult not be parted ; where God love, 
he chaſtens, (Rev.3. 19.) and hetha 
truly loves his child, will not let hin 
be loſt, for want of Chaſtiſement: 
Prov.13.24. He that ſpareth his rod, bt 
teth his Son; but he that loveth him, 
chaſtneth him betimes. Prov. 29.1% 
The rod and reproof give Wiſdom, buti 
child left to himſelf, bringetb his moth 
zo ſhame: (verl. 17), Corref# thy S0n, 
and he ſhall give thee reſt, yea, he ſul 
give delight untothy Soul. Prov.19.18. 
Chaſten thy Son, while there 3s Hope, and 
let not thy ſoul ſpare for his crying, Prov. 
22.15. Fooliſhneſs-is bound in the heart 


if 


$4 
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Of a child, but the rod of corre@ion ſhall 
drive it far from him, Prov.23.13,14. 
With-hold not corre&ion fromthe child; 


for if thou beateſt him with the rod, be 


ſhall not die.. Thou ſhalt beat him with 

the rod, and ſhalt deliver his ſoul from 

Hell. What ' Arguments are there in 

theſe Scriptures, to put Parents and 

Maſters upon due correFion! This 1s 

an ordinance of God, which as he hath 
appointed,ſo he is pleaſed alſo to bleſs; 

You cannot take a {peedier courſe to 

rin your Children, than not to cor- g'a vizead- 
rect them ; Tf Ido net puniſh my child, ew Th» =41- 
ſaid EpiGFetws ), he will be ſtark naught. I«, wornes- 
Impunity is peccandi illecebra : perlons 7 % OY 


are hardened in {in,and encouraged to ***..*; 


in by this : - O that T-dulgent Parents" *= 


and Maſters (all are not fo, ſome arey7 ud eng 
ſevere enough) would think, of theſe a71y 14.7i5 
things ! Their ford over-loving makes Fintarch. 
them indeed not to love at all, (as ply. = wad: 
tarch hath expreſsd it); Well, y ou Gs, a 
have Authority in your hands, and fo — x 
theſe two things, (correption and cor- ewgrartny 
reffion) lieupon you 3 Pray do your 73» #078 goy 
duty in them: And as Keligion putsrw#* 731 it 
you upon them, ſolet Prudence regu-9 T4's. | 
late you in the managing of them 31, ;.c. 10. . 


3 (for 
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(for I do not know any thing, wherein 

Prudence 1s more requilite than that 

which,is before me at preſent): Re- 

prove and correct , but 1, Sit this tg 

the different ages of the perſons, you 

haveto do with. The Phyſician doth 

not give ſuch ſtrong Phyſickto a child,as 

to one that is grows up. 2,To the different 

Tempers of them: ſome are mild, 1n- 

genuous, of a ſweet.and yielding dilpo- 

fition; others are more rough, ſurly, 

dogged; gentle reproof and correCtion 

is beſt for the firſs ; for the others, 

rougher phyſeck muſt be appli'd. 3, To 

the nature of the offence, and the ſeveral 

Circnmftances that go along with it; 

the corroſive muſt be according to the 

' _ gnality of the ſore. .4, Keep within 

2edbe ye oft bounds ; as there may be Indulgence mn 
acerbato animo , : | 

dixeris , peni- dOIng nothing, ſo there may be cruelty, 

une re imper In doing too much. 5.. Newer do this 

jas corrigentis, #t Pont a cauſe for then you bring 

Aug. is comm, both your ſelves, and the{duty alſo 1n- 

#* Galat. to contempt 5 and make it inſignificant 

at other times. 6.*Do nothing in Paſſ 

on; Paſlionate reproofs and correCt1- 

"vid. Pluta ch, ONS NEVET do good 3; Phyficians do not 

o4gi raid. -givetheir Potions ſcalding hot, only a 

4 > Gc P-Iittle warm, The * Heathen told bis 
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ſervant, He would have beaten him. but 
that he was in anger © *Tis bad to cor- 
ret one fault with the commiſlton of 
another : O 'tis your wild, gentle, re- 
proving and correFing, that foaks (like 
amildrain), and doth the molt good. 
7, After this is done, retxrn to your for- 
mer kindneſs andſerenity; Do nct keep 
up acerbity of ſpirit, for that's of bad 
conſequence, either to provoke or to 
diſcourage, After bitter Pif/s let there 
be ſomething to ſweeter the mouth : 


IT 


TisPlatarch's fimilitude, After the Na.rſe prur my 


hath made the Child cry, ſbe falls a kiſs- nerS9c.1.9. 


ing of it, Theſe are ſome prudential 
hints, (and yet there is much of Rel;- 
$ion in them too), which leave with 
you. So much for the exerciſe of your 
Authority, as it refers to Religious 
Education. 

Fourthly, Keep a watchfuleye, and 
aſtriF hand over thoſe who are commit- 
tedto you: Here is great need of all 
poſlible care and wigilancyz and you 
will find,that allis little enough : How 
ſoon is the garden over-grown with 
weeds if the keeper thereof doth not 


tend it, and look to it every day; how» 


ſoon isChildhood androath tainted with 
N 4 {in, 


= 
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ſin, if it be not zarrowly obſerved : The 
MaSters eye(in other things) doth very 
much; and ſurely,it hath its i»fiuexce 
in that, which I amtreating of : your 


Tnſtruftion, Admonition, 1nterpoſure of 


Authority , will be ineffectual, (as to 
the attaining of your great end), with- 
out this conſtant vigilance and infpefti- 
on : How many Children and Servants 
are jeveporent y loſt for want of this, 
daily experience ſhows ; and therefore 
let me apply that of Solomon to you, 
Prov.37.23.Be thou diligent to know the 
ſtate of thy flocks, and look well to thy 
berds, Now hereI would commend 
two or three things to you. 

_ Firſt, Be watchful in obſerving what 
the Natural Temper is,of thoſe under you: 
A wiſe man will be ſure to ſatisfie him- 
{elf in this,and to make the bes? obſer- 
vations he can, in order tothe finding 


out of this ; for when this is known he 


will the better be able to apply himſelt 
in advice, reproof, corredion, (or any 
other way); By the knowing of this 
he will the better alſo be able to judg, 
of the Inclinations,Proepenſtons of thoſe 


.with whom he hath to do. How weak- 


iy and unſucceſsfully do ſome manage 
their 


Chap. 8. Domeſtick, Dedication. 133 
their Education upon their not under- 
ſtanding of this; (which certainly 
might with.much eaſe be found . out - 
upon a little obſervation). Satan will 
beſure to aſlault them with lis I emp- 
tations, according to their Nataral 
Temper, (tor he always takes the ad- 
vantage of that), and therefore it you 
do not know this, how will you be 
able to obuiate and counterminc him in 
his Temptations ? 

Secondly, Be watchful in obſerving 
the jo ſproutings out,or buddings forth + 
of what is either good or evil. Arethere 
lome bloſſoms of what 1s good ? O ex- 
courage and cheriſhthem, all that you 
can: Doth the child ſometimes go a- 
lide,and begin to pray ? Doth he take 
the Bzble, or ſome good Books into his 
hands.and ſeem to delire to read them? 
Or doth the Servant of riper years, 
make ſome off-r5s towards what is Reli- 
glous? Pray, ſet in with this,and give 
all exconragement to them, Far be it 
from any of you tocheck or diſcoun- 
tenance or hinder yours in what 1s 
good ; this 1s to be an Elymas, a child AX, 13. 10. 
of the Devil, to act his part : If ever a 
man aCts /zke a Devil, *tis when he lets 

himſelf 
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himſelfagainſtthatwhich isgood: Foexr 
conrage.excite,animate,any to wicked- 
neſs;to diſcourage,hinder, check any, as 
to aCts of Piety and Godlinefs, ' this is 
tobea very Devil. When Moſes would 
have had Pharaoh to let 1ſrael go, he 
(inſtead of doing this), gives this an- 
{wer: Wherefore do ye let the people from 
theer works £ get you unto your burdens, 
And the tale,&vc. for they be idle,there- 
fore they cry, ſaying, Let us go and ſacri- 


fice to our God: Let there be more work 


laid upon the men, that they may labour 
therein, Exod.5.5, 8,9. O that we 
had not too many Maſters and Parents 
of this ſpirit ! Do they ſee Servants 
and Children to begin to look Heaven- 
ward, and (eſpecially) do theſe deſire 
a little time, ſome relaxation, in order 
to ſecret duties? how do they ſnubbe 
and curb them, and frown upon them; 
and tell them, they are idle, or Hypocri- 
tical, and they will turn melancholy; 
and twenty ſuch replies are made by 
them, to take them off from what 1s 
good, The Lord rebuke this ſpirit,for 


"tisa curſed ſpirit! I would not have 


theſe mens guilt upon me, for all the 


world : What? to endeavour to _ 
tne 


A. 
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the bloſſomings of Godlineſs? to put 
back the throws of the New Birth? to 
oivea check to the breathings of the Ho- 
ly Spirit 2 O *tis a ſe: out of meaſure ſin- 
ful. T1 warn you all of it,andT beſeech 
ou, do you carry it quite otherwiſe : 

hat ever is of God, or tendsto God, 
let it be helped on by you; let the 
buddings of Grace be furthered and 
ripened by the beams of your influence: 

Do not diſcourage or detpiſe the day of a 4.10, 
ſmall things in any of yours 3 God doth 92 13+ 20: 
not do ſo,and will you doſo? Do you 

obſerve, ſore putings forth of what 1s 

good? cheriſhthem, Do you obſerve 

ſome goodethough it be but ſome good; 

own it, and take notice of it, In Jero- 

boam's child, there was found ſome good, 

I K7zg,14. 13. and God obſerved. it, 

ſoas to reward it. O,though Children 

and Servants be not altogether what 

you defire, yet if there be ſome good 

found in them, let that be taken notice 

of ; you muſt fo puniſh what is evil, as 

alſo to obſerye what is good. 

On the other hand, do ye fee the 
ſprputings out of that which is evil £ 
interpole preſently tur the prevention 
of their further growth, Do they be- 

gin 
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vin to take God's name in vain ? to be 
careleſs in attending upon holy Dy- 
ties? do they #3bble at a lie ? doth 
pride in apparel peep forth ? ſet in with 


ſerious counſel 7zzzmediately, that theſe . 


things may not grow upon them, *Tis 
good to ſuppreſs the very initials of 
{iz to kill the Yiper or Serpent in the 
very egg. The diſeaſe taken in time 
is eafily cured, which by delays proves 
zortal: the Fire at the firſt might be 

uenched with eaſe, which afterwards 


{ will admit of zo ſtop; (0 that we bad 
\.ot known this to be true! ) The Vices 


and faults of young ones, by timely 
applications might be prevented ; but 
being let alone,they take ſuch arooting 


. 1nthem, that their caſe 15 deſperate. O 


that many were not undone by Parezts 
and Maſters unfaithfulneſs, and izv5- 
gilancy in this! ,*Tis good advice that 
which Hierome gave to Leta, He bids 
her ſpeedily to retorm whatever ſhe 
ſhould fee amiſs in her Daughter ; for, 
Agre reprehendgs quod ſinis conſueſcere ; 
difficulter eraditur quod rudes animi 
perbiberunt. 

Thirdly, Watchfully obſerve what 


company they keep : It you do not look 
to 
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to this, you do nothing : O be ſure you 
keep (thoſe under you) from bad ſoci- 
ety3 Plutarch (in his excelent Diſcourſe 
upon the Education of Children), 
much inſiſts upon this, asa ſpecial di- 
reion to be praftiſed itrorder to good 
Education. What more fatal, more 
dangerous than evil —_— The 
Spartans would rather ſuffer their City 
to be taken, than give their Chi/drer 
for Hoſtages 3 for fear of their being 
corrupted inthe Exemy's Camp, When 
Antipater ſent to them, demanding ffty 
Children for Hoſt ages,they repli'd, They 
bad rather give him twice as many men _ -o 
at their ripeſt years, How receptivep, 441. " 
is Youth of '\evil zzzpreſſuons from evil 

company; how ſoon are they caſt into 

the ould and likeneſs of thoſe with 

whom they converſe; how quickly do 

| they learn' their ways, 'and ſo get a 

ſnare to their ſouls > ( as 'tis 

Prov. 22.25.) Let your Education be 

never ſo good at home,it you let yours 

converſe with idle, vain, diffolute, de- 

baucht perſons abroad, all your care 

and pains will be loſt. The meat that 

#s fly-blown, taints preſently; bad com- 

pany hath bis effeF, upon them that 


alc 
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are young. Would you be faithful to 
your own Children, and to the Chil- 
dren of others (whom you have taken 
into your Families, and in a manner 
adopted them for your own), takea 
ſpecial care of the Company they keep: 
Bad Company may do more miſchicf 
inan hour, than you can do good ina 
week; all that you have laboured to 


imprint and faften upon themin a week, 


w1ll be obliterated and defaced, in cne 
hours converſe with vain perſons. We 
have a fort of men up and down in this 
Nation,who are the Devils faFors, and 
they do himeminent ſervice; ſuch I 
mean, who make it their buſineſs to 
corrupt and debauch youth(by their in- 
fuling of curſed Principles of Atheiſm, 
and Lzbertiniſm intothem): Are not 
our Noblemer's and Gentlemen's Hou- 
ſes, haunted with theſe verarine, thele 
Setters for Hell2 No wonder that fo 
many of their Sons prove as they do, 
( Heronm filis Noxg, 1s now as true as 
ever it was), whenthey have ſuch ad- 
mitted into their ſociety, whole trade 
It is to be drunk themſelves, and to 
reach and egg on others to be drunk 
too: Do not theſe Preachers of the 

Devil 
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Devil do that in a Cef/ar, over their 
Bottles, which God's Miniſters cannot 
«do again in the Pulpit with the Book 
of God? O, how bitterly doth Plu- 
tarch (in the forecited Treatiſe ) inveigh 
againſt theſe Peſts and Plagues of Man- 
kind! And aretheſe, contin'd only to 
the Country, and to great mens Houſes? 
have not we theſ= miſcreants ſwarmin 
even in this City Are not theſe (the 
wor? of Spirits) amongſt us, who 
would ſteal away our Children from us, 
and carry them to Hell? . Theſel ſay, 
who make it their trade to ſedyce and 
corrupt Youth? How doth it concern 
all of you, (O Parents and Maſters ), xi! dit fe- 
{ with the greateſt care and vigilance to 4m viſug; 
watch over all that belong to you, leaſt TE vos 
they ſhould be drawn alide by theſe Intra que juer 
perſons 3 or by azy others, (who may + Juven- 
do the work as ſucceſsfully, though © * = 
=_ they do not doit ſo wicked- 
lh). 
4 This for the Firſt thing laid down 
In this DireF#7o0n; whereinlT have ex- 
horted you, 20 keep a watchful eye over 
thoſe under your charge. Betore I go off 
trom jt, I will offer oze thingto your 
ſerious conſideration : 'Tisthis, Whe- 
ther 
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ther your Country Houſes be ſo well con- 
(itent, with this ſo neceſſary dnty of your 
conſtant and vigilant inſpe@Fion over 
Children and Servants ? | dare not 
cenſure you, for the keeping of them, 
or charge ſin upon you for ſo doing 1 
know the health of many, neceſſitates 
them tothis 3 (and there may be other 
cauſes which may very well be allowed 
of ); But I delire you to conlider, 
whether your Families be not much 
prejudic*d by this ; by this means you 
are abſent from them a great part of 
your time, and where then 1s your 
conſtant watching over them? Ts not 
your flock, endanger d,by your (though 
but little) Nox-reſedency £ But I will 
not preſs this too far; only I preſent 
this toſuch as are ſerioxs and conſcien- 
tiows, asa thing worthy of Conlide- 
ration : I ſhall only add this; where 
this is done upon {lighty grounds, (as 
meerly the pleaſure and delight, which 
a Country-Houſe affords) there to di- 


vide the Family, and'always to be ab- 
ſent trom ſome part of 1t,I think cannot. 


well be juſtifed ; but where there are 
weighty Reaſons, and grounds tor this, 
I ſubmit tot 3 provided, that perſons 

/ herein 
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herein concerned, go as far as ever they 
may,. in the ating of their utmaſt care, 
for the preventing of thoſe inconvenien- 
which Servants left behind are expoſed 
to, pon their Miſters | abſence fron 
them. The Counſel that Hierome gave 
to Leta, was this, $7 quando ad ſubur- 
banna perexs, domi filiam non relinquas. 
When thou goeſt into the Country, do not 
leave thy daughter at home behind thee. 
By a little abſcence, and the want of 
the Parents and Maſters eye, Childrert 
and Servantsare much'endangered. 
added further in the Dire@ion,Keep 
4 teddy hand over thoſe who are com- 


mitted to you : lamnot for rigors and. 


auſterities, or ahy ſuch things; but 1 
am for a prudeut.Jtri Education : Re- 


miſneſs in Government 1s of very bad 


conſequence to Touth ;, A-ſteddy rein le- 
cures the rider a ſteddy Education le. 
cures the child. Here alſo reſpect muſt 
be had to the different Tempers of 
| Children and Servants: Where the 
Horfe 1s tender-month'd, a looſer rein 1s 
fufhcient, but where he isrei#z. and 
not lo ealily-check'd, the rider cannot 
hold him in too much ;, 1 need not ap- 
ply it. - I hisrefpeCt being had ro the 

O arfference 
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- erence of their Diſpoſetions, doubt- 
s a fri Education 1s the beſt : I 
ning ſome (through the ſtrength of 
corruption) are the worſe for this, but 
that's the fault of the perſox, not of 
the Education; and Bottles mult be 
cloſely #opt, thou #" they are upon this 
the more apt to fly, when ever they 


are opezed. But L will not further en- 


large upon this, 

Fifthly, If you would give your 
Children "Religions Education, (ce that 
you breed them up to ſome Calling; A 
Calling (in the common 2:0tion of it), 
isa civd thing 3 (we uſually take it in 
comradiitin@ion to the Miniſtry, that 
Sacred Office); yet care about this, is 


piece of Religious Education, Religion 


being ſo much concerned in it. (And 
fo it 1s, partly, becauſe a Cal/ing is Gods 


znſtitution, 1 Cor. 7.17.20. and part- | 


ly, becauſe it 3s a great fence and anti- 
dete againſt ſin and wickedneſs) : Now 
therefore 1 ſay, in order to this Edu- 
cation, train up.your Children to ſome 
Calling : (I ſpeak indefinitely, for you 
your ſelves know what callizg is moſt 
proper and ſuitable, according tothe 


particular chr Bavces under which 
you 
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You and yours do ftand) : If you be 


perlons of that rank and quality, that 


you thiak *tis below you to bring up 
your Children to common and ordinaty 
Trades, then there are other employ- 
wents which will better (uit with your 
rank, for which they may be fifted* 
If the Ainiſtry, if the Law, and Phy- 


fck (in the ordinary Prattice of then) Y, 


be not high enough for youzyet ſurely 
Learning is,and Magiftracy is,and forte 
Publick Employment is , (wherein they 
may eminently ſcrve God and theit 
Country ):You then who are ſuck per= 
ſons (as here 1s mentioned), pray train 
up your Sonsfor theſe,Shall this be al 


the Education that _ will give 


them, toteach them, how to follow 
ant Hawk, or a Dog, or how to demeart 
themſelves in Company, or how to 
rourt a Lady, or how to manage an 


| -Eftate, (or ſomefuch thing as this 1s) ? 


O that this was not the top, the uimoſt 
of the Education, of too many of our 
Gentry! Is not this{ad ? what can be 
expected from perſons, thus educated 2 
but only this, They may have an in- 
hight into Games, make a fine /egg, be 
very ready at a Complement, dreſs 
4 O 2 them- 
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themſelves very exactly, tell a ſtory 
of what they have ſcenat Paris, and 
be able juſt to caſt up an account with 
their Stewards : But as to any parts or 
endowments, to fit them for ſervice for 
God or their Country, alas, this is 
notto be looked for, from them : you 
mult not deny them to be Gentlemen, 


(unleſs yow'l venture the hazard of a 


Dwel), but when you have ſaid that, 
you have ſaid all. O you Parents, 
whom God {hath advanced in the 
world with Titles of Honour, with 
great Eſtates, be not offended with me, 
becauſe I ſpeak the Truth, (and that 
Truth too, which 1s ſo neceſlary to be 
ipoken, in order to your Corvidion 
and Reformation): Be pleaſed (I be- 
ſeech you ) to give better Education to 
your Children. Do not content your 
{clves with this, that you make your 
Sons to be Genrtilemen,that you convey 
a little better blood (than ordinary ) 1n- 
to their veins; that you leave 
them an eſtate to ſpend upon, 
(and may be to ſpend too 
inalittle time) : bnt let this be yuur 
care, ſo to educate yours, that they 
may * be #ſeful and ſerviceable 1n their 

Gene- 
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Generation, -when you are laid in the 
duſt; that they be perſons ſo.accom- 
pliſhed, that they may be fit tobe em- 
ploy'd for publick Good; that they may 
not only beiſoze body, as to their de- 

| ſeent and poſſeſſzons, whillt (as to any 
real ſervice or worth.) they are but 
meer cyphers and dromes in theCommon- 
wealth. 

But 'tis time for me to come to you 
Citizens, (with whom: my bulineſs 
mainly lies); Do you breed up your 
Children to fome Calling : Many of 
you God hath bleſled with Eſtates, 
what then? will you not have your 
Children in a Calling? | Have you by | 
God's blefting upon your diligence in 
your Callings got ſomething in the 
world, and mult the Sox (forlooth) 
be bred up as a Gentleman, (without 
a Calling), that the Gentleman may 
ſpend, what the. Tradeſman hath got? 
Without this, will he not zeed all, that 
you can leave him, and 1s not this fat 
poverty*(as Mr. Herbert exprelles It). pyms, p. 4. 
But higher than this 3 where's Rel1g1:- 
on in this Education £ W hat hazards 
do you expoſe your Children to, by 
leaving them in an idle, unimployed 


O 3 life £ 
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Fife ? what a miſchievons thing is idle- 
#eſ+ ! 'tis ati ##-le# to all fin, 1t opens 
a gap to all Tefnptations: Tis dan- 
verbus to your ſelyer, and is 1t not ſh 
to your Children alſo? The garment 
that is not ved, 1s fill'd with moths, 
which eat it up; The ſtanding watet 
vathers filth and #mdd; The ſitting 
bird 1s eaſily ſhot o W hat a noilome 
thing would the Sea be, was It not 
preferv*d ſweet and clean by continual 
miotion? How mariy bodies are ruin d 
for want of exerciſe! Theſe are ſnd 
8imilies to let forth the danger of zdle+ 

/ teſs. Will you lay yours open to this? 
Shall the Temptey have this advantage 
againſt them, to find ther) (as it were) | 
wpon his ground ? (as Tertullian ([peak- 
ing of one that was paſſeſs'd by the 

| . Devil, hebeing ask'd the reaſon, why 
he had ſo poſſeſs'd that perſon, he an- 
{wered, Invent in meo, I fonnd him in 

| tny owy ground: his meaning was, he 
found him 74l?): O put them mto 
Callings, that they may not live an idle 
life, and ſobe expos'd to the worſt of 
Temptations. If Satan comes to then, 
Semper inveriat eos occupatos 3 (which 
was Hierom's Antidote and preſcription 


againd; 
( 
| 
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againſt Temptations): A Calling will 

entitle them to God's prote@ion, make 

way for God's bleſſing, fit for ſervice, 

and ſecure from 8iz and Satan, He that 

hath nothing to do, is ready to do any © 

thirg. I find the Heathews makin 

Conſcience of this: The Athenians bad 

a Law,(which Naz7anzene writing to 

Eudoxius, doth much commend), that 

all their Touth ſhould be put to ſome Call- 
ing: And*'twas one of * Solon s Laws, * Solon Legi. 
That the Son ſhould not be bound to nous * caviſſe le- 
riſh or relieve thoſe Parents in old age,*,.,? — 
(or,if they were reduced to poverty), who nullamartem 
bad not taught him ſome Art or Calling, pom. ave = "a | 
when he was young. And if you look y aag-ar% = 

[into the Word, you find there whatyyas feftos ant ad 

the prattice ot the Ancients ; they us'd 14 Erin; 
to breed up their Children to ſoze 

Calling; Adam had two Sons, the one, 

he bred up to be a keeper of Sheep, the 

other to be a tiller of the ground, Gen. 

4. 2. Jacob bred up his Sons under a 
painful employment, See Gen. 37. 12. 

Laban would not have Rachel her ſelf 

to be idle, but ſhe mult look to her 

Father*s ſheep,Gen. 29. 9- &c, David 

himſelf was thus imploy*'d, 1 Sam. 16. 

II, Sarueltrained ups Sons in ſuch 

O 4 a man- 
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a manner, that.when he was old, they 
were fit to be made Judges over Iſrael, 
I Sa.8.1. Well, (that I may ſhut 
up this), be perſwaded to have a 


Calling in your eye for your Children: 


If they haye parts for the Mirniſtry,and 
incline to that office, and ſome conft- 
derable d;ſcouragements do not inter- 
vere, then devote them to God, and 


breed them up for the Miniſtry * God 


had given Hannah a Child, and. pre- 
{ently ſhe thas devoted him to the 
Lord, 1 Sav2. I. 28. It was the uſual 
ſaying, (and he ated accordingly), 
of my worthy, never to be forgotten 
Friend, . Mr. Whittacre, ( now with 
God), Had Tnever ſo many Sons, they 
ſhould all be Miniſters, O 'tis an high 
expreſſion of your /ove to God, and 
that which argues a great ſenſe of the 
worth of-Souls, when you can give up 
your Children to the ſervice of God, 
and the ſalvation of .Souls, in this 
excellent office. But if you do not do 


this, yet however put them into ſowe 


Calling ; for my part I think ' that (in 
lome reſpes) a Calling is better with- 
out an Efitate, than an Eſtate without 
4 Calling. {1} 
es 7 Sixthly, 
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Sixthly, Relig? ; ; = 
, » Religious Education very 
w_ conſiſts in the ſetting of a good and 
oly example : 1 his Plutarch commends +3 »d 
to Parents, in ordertoa good Edu ORIG 
tion, above all the other rules and wt oy a ws 
ruft.ons which he had given: And lure Ns Gu hy 
ly this is a great thing, in jo, Gd 
okra or , Inno caſe to be? ©* 
\ glefred. Parents and Maſters mult” 6 I 
be exemplary, patterns of Good to al] ———_—__ 
meer them: Good Inſtration, good yaa 
Admonition, good TnffeGion will (1 Pan, 
nite bur little w1 OE 
| e without a good C 
ſation : Holy Praf#i i 
gay ory raft ices wuſt back and *X*» &c 
t on holy Connſels ; Examples are ver a lurarch, 
prevalent, and teach beſt : Vert >, my 
Vice are moſt IM 
K ; efedually advanced in '* 
3 gu , by Example. Othe power 
=o Energy of this | eſpecially upen 
{af at uh y0urg, and uponthoſe who 
Re the {tate of * inferiority and ſub- * veloci 
J jon. How aptare Childrento imi- eins nesCv 
tate their Parents ! fuch Pry 7 
ee epen | as the Father QI nt 
s, ſuch is the Child, (very often * — wo 
thus 3 I donot ſay always, (for __ EG 
times the Father 1s good, and the Child urns” 1s 
naught, or the Fathe is I Be Jars 
I OH; e Father 1s naught, and Te, Juven. 
: e Child good) but commonly *cls as | Sat 14 
ay) there 1s not a greater Itkenelſs as 
to features than there 1s as tO Manners; 
2 


and 
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and whence is this, but fromthe prone- 

neſs that is in Children to imitate their 

Parents. And (which is the miſery 

 _ _ of it), they are more moſt prone to 
Docile: imi*. imitate them in what is evil, (through 
2a, is Tur pibus h ; | : 
ac pravis om- The Prevalency of Natural Corrupti- 
mes ſumns. ON ). Proclivis eſt malorum emulatio, & 
Juven. ibid. we 
quorum wvirtutes aſſequi nequeas , cilg 

zmitaris vitia. (Hieron.) There is 4 

great proclivity in perſons, to imitate 
what js evil; and you will ſoon follow 

their vices, whoſe graces you cannot ſo 

preſently come up to. The poor Children 

had heard their Fathers deride the 

Prophet, and they upon this had learnt 

to call him Bald pate too, 2 King.2.23. 

Juſt what —=f wa had done in his 
diſſumulation, juſt the ſame his Son Iſaac 

did, (Ger. 26. 7. compared with Gen. 

20. 2). And further too, (the conſi- 

deration of which ſhould very much 

work upon Parents to be very careful 

as to their Example), what Children 

learn by imitation, -when they are 

young, uſually it Zicks by them, and 

1s very hardly removed; Alexander 

in his youth had got the Gate of his 

Maſter Leonides, and he could never 

leave it. All this holds true 1n 9er- 

vants 
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Servants alſo; they will tread in the 
ſteps, and follow the examples of 
their Governors, Prov. 29. 12. If « 
ruler hearken to lies, all bis ſervants 
are wicked, Doth it not therefore 
highly concern Parents and Maſters, 
tolook to their carriage, in their Fa- 
milies ? that they ſet a good Example 
toall that are under them? This Da- 
vid's eye was much upon, P/al. 101, 2. 
Iwill behave my ſelf wiſely in a perfe# 
way, O when wilt thou come unto me £ 
I will walk within my Houſe with a pers 


fed Heart. O' that this might be the 


reſolution of bl Parents and Gover- 
nors in this City / Would you have 
yours not toſin? do not you fin your 
ſelves; The ſwearing Father __ a 
{wearing Child; the curling Father 
makes a curling Child ; the drunken 
Father makes a drunken Child; (and 
ſo in all cafes). Look to your ſelves, 
that you do nothing, that may be to 
yours, indufivum peccati. This was 


Hieroms counſel to Letal (I cite that ;;;, ..o& 
Epiſtle very often, becauſe *tis written in Pare ſuo 
wholly upontheArgument whichI am py gum 
upon); O *twillbe matter of rejoy- — mane 
cing to you, incaſe your Child —_ 

0 


? 
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ſhould do evil, if you can ſay, (as that 

Pope once did) Hac vitia me x01 Comps 

monſiratore didicit : He never learn'd 

this by my example. And ſo, Would 

you have them to be good, and todo 

g00d? Be youlſo, and do you doo; 

than you may ſay what Gideon did to 

his Soldiers, Fudg. 7.17, Look on me 

and do likewiſe; as T do, ſo ſhall ye do, 

Andit will beſo : If you pray, they 

will pray; it you be religious, they 

will be religiousz it you make Con- 

ſcience of keeping the Sabbath, they 

will do the ſame. O the advantage 

* Ante eorum and benefit of good example ! How 

incipiunt ne- are Children and Servants undone by 

{uofantim the want of it! How few do mind or 

po/fdere, &:, regard it ! How do the moſt, firſt make 

pi anrequam over their ſs, and then their eſtates; 

falſo tc... and before their Children have from 

hona, havent them, what 1s but 7-2aginarily good, 

prolanrur ma. EY have'that from them, (in their 

la, Ad eccleſ. evil example), which 1s realy evil, (as 

h _— .1- the * Author of the Epiſtle, ad Eccleſ. 
CET Cath. in Salvian expreliles it). 

O you my dear Friends 1n this City, 
let it be otherwiſe with you; order 
your Converſations ſo, that they may 
be exemplary. You teach and inſtrud# 

thole 
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thoſe under you, and 'tis well; but 
do you ſet them a good Example 2 Do 
you not unteach in your Lifes, what 
you teach with your Tongues? Is not 
PraGiſe (as hath been ſaid), the moſt 
powerful and the moſt effe@nal way of 
teaching? Precepts may teach, but 
examples /ead and draw ( according 
tothe known ſaying); Youlcle your 
Authority in good Counſel, it you do Perdir anthori- 
not ſecond it with doing well your rin; 
ſelves 3 Inferiors do not ja much mind a deftraitur, 
what you ſay, as what you do how Hicr.as Ocea, 
ſhall it appear that you are in gocd 
carneſt, if you do not practiſe your 
ſelves, what you perſwake others to ? 
Will not your bad example do more 
burt than che beſt advice will do good ? 
Oſo teach and jo live : The life of 
teaching, 1s the teacting of the Life 
let your actions be z=ftru@ive, as well 
as your words; and let af/ your actt- 
ons be ſo; Univerſa ſent vocalia, (as 
the Father ſpeaks concerning the con- 
verſation of Miniters) : Teach at 
the Table by your Temperance,teach in 
_ the Shop by your Horest dealing, teach 
in your cloſet by your pertormance 
of Secret duties, Ec. T his is the way 
to 
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to win uponRAelations, The Magiſtrates 

_ Laws are not ſo prevalent as the Magi- 
ſtrates Life, (according to that of 


Elaudian, 
—— Nec fic infleFere ſenſu 
Humanos edifa valent, quan vita res 
- genths ). | 
And ſo 'tis here, as to Parents and 
Maſters of Families. You pray in 
your Families, 'tis well, but do you 
ſet a good example after Prayer # Tis 
{ad to ſpoil good duties with a bad Con- 
verſation ; Religious Orders in the 
Houſe, and a diſorderly Converſation, 
do not well agree, (faith one): O if 
you Pray in your Houſes, and do not 
walk ſuitably in other things, you will 
bring Duty into contempt, and harden 
rhe hearts of Children and Servants 
againſt it, Would you feign have a 
good Family ? He that lives a badlife 
can never expect a good Family; his 
bad example will ſpoil all. Lvery 
thing in you is doubled; if you do evil 
you ſir twice, (tor there's the ſin of 
the aF, and then the fir of bad exam- 
ple) ;if you dowel you do gond twice, . 
(for then there's the goodneſs of the 
«a@F, and the goodneſs of the example 2 


D Ow my —eU3DCYYyYqz 
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O with what face will you be able to 
rove what is amiſs in others, when 
your own guilt ſhall fly in your faces > 
Let theſe things be thought of, and 
let the Duty(of ſetting a good exam- 
ple to yours) be done by you. 
Seventhly, To ſum up all in one 
general DireFion: Let it be your great 
deſegn and endeavour in Edxcation, to 
promote and further the converſion and 
ſalvation of them that belong to you - 
When the heart is ſet upoa this, -and 
all things are carried onin ſubſerviency 
to this, this 1s Religious Education. 
You have Children, what's the great 
thing that you mult purſue after in the 
educating of them ? 'tis this.that they 
may be Gods Children,as well as yours; 
that as they are zear to you, they may 
bexear to God 3 that Gods Tmage may 
be where your Image is; that whero 
the Firſt birth is, the Second birth may 
be alſo: In a word, that they may 
have grace, This I ſay muſt be the waiz 
thing, which in your Education you 
muſt deſire and purſue. -And fo for 
Servants allo. To move you to mind 
this, and to lay out your ſelves with 
the greateſt diligence and ardency to 


* attain 
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attain this, very much might be ſpo- 
ken, O conſider the aviſery of your 
Children til they be converted. Are they 

Funt non naſ. don believers? Do they bring prace 
<1 brifti- with them into the world ? ſurely no! 
an: ern. Are they not Children of wrath 
Epheſ. 2.3. Nature Heirs of Hell # lying in their 
blood ? Will you not makc 1t your firſt 
and principal endeavour to get them 
out of this condition ? (cf{pecially con- 
fidering how acccſlary you have been 
to the bringing of them into it), Have 


you convey 'd fin and filth, and defile- 
ment to them, and will you not do 


ſomething, that you may convey 
Grace, SanGification, Renovation, t0 
them ? Have you done ſo much for 
their hurt, will you do nothing for 
their good? you that know what the 
miſcry of the Natxral tate is, how can 
you be quiet till you have got all 
yours out of it? You are to further the 
Converfion of others ; *tis a bleſled 
thing to be the Inſtrument of Conver- 
ſion; Darn. 12 3, And they that be wiſe 
ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the Fir- 
wamert , and they that turn many to 
RK. ghteouſne s, as the Stars fore ver and 
ever. Jam. 5. 20. He which converteth 


a ſin- 
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a ſ," the error of his way. ſhall 


ſave a ſoul from death. Ezek. 18. 32. 


wherefore turn others (lo ſome. read 
it), and live ye. Grace is of a ſprea- 
ding, diffuſkye nature 5 ('tis ſet forth 
by Light, Leaven, Oyl; and ſuch other 
reſemblances,becauſe of this). He that 
is converted himſelf, he will be con- 
_—_ : The Woman of $4- 
maria being wrought upon, ſhe would 
feign bring in all the Czty to Chriſt, 

Fi 4. 39, 29. The Lepers would not 

eep the good tidings of the Enemies 
flight to themſelves, but they muſt 
publiſh it, 2 King. 7: 9- A gracious 
heart is for the Converſion of 4/ it 
comes near to; but inan eſpecial man- 
ner, *tis for the Converſion of ear 


and dear Relations ': Andrew having 


found Chriſt, O he runs to his Brother 
Peter, and tells him of it, Job. 1.41. 
Cornelizs calls together his Kinſmer 
and his-zear Friends, ACt.10. 24. Ihe 
Apoitle tells us, He that provides not 
for his own, hath deny'd the Faith, &&c. 
ITim,5,9, Whata monfer in Religion 
he is, that doth not eſpecially-look 
after the. ſouls of Relations, and en- 
deayour to bring them into God! will 

| not 
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not you then do this for your Chil- 
dren? they are zear to you, they are 
a part of your ſelf, they are your ſelf, 
(The Children are but the Father mn 
frations, or, the Father multiply'd): 


Shall they be ear to you, and afaroff 


from God ? Will you ſuffer any patt 
of you to be in a ſtate of dif-union 
* 120663 from Chriſt? "Tis * Natural to all 
oToy dvrd 74- Creatures to delire other things tobe 
roy 24M Iike-to them; you are graciousyour 
mv krv9r, ſelves, do you not delire, that all 
_ Polit. yours ſhould be ſo too? you have 
" +76 Grace, and you know the worth and 
2-19, 4x fay- ExCEllency of It, you would not ex- 
73 yer &- Change it for the world;Do you know 
yelly &vet, ſomuch of it, and will you let your 
«nz % T9) Children be without it 2 When Za- 
epxopv9Y chews cloſed with Chriſt, Chriſt told 
61027" him, This day Salvation is come to 
T1cu 2.1; thine Houſe, Luk.19, 9. Why ſo? why 
Renoph, IS It not to-his Perſon, but to his Houſe g 
Anſ. Not only becauſe Chriſt and the 
Goſpel bring Salvation to Families, 
where they are entertain'd 3 but alſo 
becauſe Zachezws now would make it 
his buſineſs, to further the converſion, 
and ſo conſequently the ſalvation of 


all in his Houſe. Chriſt is come, and 
Salva- 


—_ —_ as FF —— 
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Salvation is come to your ſelves ; but 
are they come to your Hoſes too? Are 
your Children, and Servaats ina ſtate 
of Grace, and ſo conſequently of Sal- 
vation © Can you better expreſs your 
love to them,than by helping onGrace 
in them? You are ollicitous about 
other things; alas,they are all of them 
meer Trifles in compariſon of this! The 


greateſt eftate is not to be compared 


with the /eaft Grace : If your Children 
may fear God here, and enjoy God 
hereafter, they are happy$ T hough 
you can leave them but fender porti- 
0ns, if you can leave them in -a Cor e- 
nant Fate, tis enough. How unſpeak- 
ably will this rejoice your ſouls at the 
great day, if you can take your Chil- 
dren by the hand and ſay, Lord, here 


am I, and the Children which thou ha$t Hebr' 2+ 13» 


given me + Whereas, if Converlion- 
work be not done, Will it not be a ſad 
parting, (if that ſtate will - admit of 
ſadneſs), when the gracious Parent 
ſhall go to Heaven , and the grateleſs 
child ſhall go to Hell? O dreadful pai- 
ting indeed ! I have told you, the 
ſouls of your Children will be requi- 
red at your hands, O if (through 

F4 your 
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your negle&) they be found anconver- 
* Dr ſalntee- ted, your * account will be very fad. 
domo 13 ſunt, Pray do not think that this Converſion> 
ſolliciews as work is only to be done by WE 1h 
pervgil exii4 jt lies upon you as well as upon them, 
quia pro omni- . ; 
bus tibi ſub. and in ſome reſpe&s you may * better 
jeflis ratonem do it than they 3 you better know 
Auguſt, your Childrens Tewper, you can ſpeak 

*See this More particularly to them, you have a 
more fully greater ſhare in their /ove, they have 
made out in | | 
Dr. Gouge, © further dependance upon you, and 
Dom. Duties,{0 they will be the more attentive to 
ns. what you prge upon them. I know 
ters Sainte® Not how to get off from this Argument; 
everl, Reft, Do riot think me tedious, when I am 
ts. 33% pfeading with you, to ſecure and fave 
the ſouls of your poor Children, If 
you ask me, how this may be done 2 | 
anſwer, by that which hath been ſpo- 
kento; Tnſtra@ them, adwoniſh them, 
watch over them, win them by a good 
Converſation, pray with them, pray for 
them; Theſe are the ways which are 
proper to further their Converſion 3 
and do but make ſure uf that,and then 
queſtion not their Salvation. 

I have done with the opening of 
Religious Education , and have tully 
ſhown you wherein it lies, or how tis 

to 


I Pet. 3: I, 2, 
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to be managed. O that what I have 
written, may not be1n vain, to thoſe 
Parents and Maſters of Families to 
whom 'tis iz ſpecial directed. I will 
add but Three things further, by way 
of DireFion, and ſo diſmiſs this Par- 
ticular. | 

I. Take the advantage of early Edu- 
cation; that you may educate well, be- 
giz betimes, Do not put off, or dela 
InſiruFion, Admonition, (and what- 
ever is proper to Religious Educati- 
on),but, as ſoon as ever you may, fall 
upon theſe; As foon as the day of Rea- 
lon dawns , be you at your work; 
Tis better here to be zwuch too ſoon, 
1 than a /zztle too late. There are mary 
inducements to this earty education : 
The younger they are with whom you 
have to do, the more pliable and 
fremable they are; Whilft the waxisg, ., , 
loft, 'tis capable of any impreſſion,and lures «, &c. 
therefore we immediately ſet the ſeal Perl. Sar. 2. 
upon it 3 The Tree in its firſt and zezder | <09ny ae 
growth,you may bow it,bend it, which yc, &c. 2!nr. 
way you willz but when 'tisof ſome veel nals. 
years growth, 'tis ſtubborn and inflexi-17"?" _ 
ble: [> is herez you may do with a 
child what you pleaſe, that Age 1s 

P3 tra@able 
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traFable and flexible, receptive of any 
good impreflion z but if you let him 
alone, till he can tell that he 1s Afreen, 
ſixteen, ſeventeen years old, this ad- 
vantage is loſt; now you will meet 
with a more reſiſting and obſtinate. 
Temper. 

2. The younger they are, the more 
diſengagd they are from wicioxs and 
ſinful Principles, and fo you, may do 
your work with more facility 5 (as 
"tis ealier writing upon white. Paper, 

* Recens Tea than 'tis upon that which is blotted and 
din © ſaporem þJyrpd,and written upon already; for 
retinet, © odo- LE ; 

rem quopri- All this muſt be ſcrap'@ qut and ex- 
mum imbuua pung*d, before you can write): The 
et. MicrOn. child is Raſa Tabula, the youth is not, 


Natura tena- 

cillimi ſumus Ze The younger they are, the more 

or, Je "tenacious they will be,ot what 1s 7m1- 

TUGXICUS AN ”_ ; ; . 
"z: printed upon them; The veſſel retains 


percepimns, ut 


ſapor,quonova the favour of that with which 'tis ſea- 


imbna duyat, + "a : 
———— ſoned at the firſt: you cannot ealily 


colores,quibus, tetch Out that colour with which the 
ſimplex le wool is dy'd at firſt.O it Parents would 


Quintd. 116 x, but ſet upon ReligiousEducation,wbillt 


Inſtr. cap.1. Children are young, they might (by 
429 in reners the blefling of. God ) faiter that 
conſueſtere | . $8. 
-mn.rwm 23, - Upon them, which might abide 
Virg. with them for eyer : This 1s the way 
| | to 
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to Natwralzze the ways-- .of God toir Yuquotr 
them, and'fo to: make them more de- mores he 


lightful,and: alfo more darable. Things ons, nth. "I 
that were ſet betimes, and have taken £479 7 


good wo are not fo eaſily pull _— 
up. 'Eis eaſter to prevent than to thag, tragm. 


remove 5 kans is evils (aswith reſpe&?* 527+ 

to Bodily diſeaſes , Prophyladicks ooo | 

more ealic 'than' Theyapentichs). 

that gains —_— poſſeſſion, hath LY 
advantage: e that hath the ſtarr, 

wins: theres: Othat' you —_ do 
whatever imyoulics, tobe before hand 

with. the! Devil 3 if youido not mind 

our work; he wilt mind $55; if you 
negle&:your 'Eduration',” he will not 

Net ds Temptutzons and if he firs? 

gets pO oflefhdnl, 1 iowill ber'very hard to 

caſt hich'ou#. 5. What ableſled thing is 

It toſee' Lckil.HHooki ing Heaven-wards 

betimes, under anear/ywork of Grace, 
ſanGifd::from the womb, (as Fobr 

Baptiſt was) 5 knowing the Scriptures 

betimes, -(a$/7;zmothy did); *Tis ſaid 

of 0badiah',-: be feared God from b#p,,mule ad- 
gouth,T King. 19.12. The poor * little hbuc linguabul- 
Children tad Hoſanna intheir mouths, 7%" _ 
Matb.2T1. I5. (was not that better than toy, Hier, 


the Childrens Bal/d-pate?2 King.2.23. ) 44 Leta; « 19» 
P 4 How 
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How ſoon are young ones receptive of 
good or evil; and how plealing is it 
to God, when he ſees perſons betimes 
ſeaſoned with Grace ! Under the Law, 
Lambs and Kids, and young Turtles 
were the Sacrifices that he delighted 
inz when Parents dedicate their Chil- 
dren to Gad betimes,and educate them 
{o, that this dedication may be made 
£ood, this 1s highly acceptable to the 
Lord. Shall fat theſe things prevail 
with you, to put you upon#imely and 


early Education? , Pray daasthe-Gar- | 


diner doth, asſoon as ever the Spring 

comes, he's digging, ſetting, ſowing, 

Taveterata di- Planting, he will by no means loſe that 
ffcilius curan- ſdaſyy 3, O let that care, and afivenels 
labor and} beinyou, for your Children in reter- 
#14,cum jam ENCE TO Spiritual things. Will it not 
rl Snot wound and pierce you td the very 
eidea:venient; DEATt, When you ſhall ſee Relarions, 
occurrite mor- perverſe , obſtinate , (purning at all 
9. Perſ.Sat 3- counſels and reproots? to conſider, O 
_ time was, when they were pliable, 
when they would have harkened and 

yielded to gaod advice, when ye 

might have done with them what ye 

would but now that time is aver,naw 

your Children are incorrigible 3 ad 

| . | 0 
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ſo by your not-##zely doing'of your 
duty,their ſouls are ruin'd. O Friends, 
it will come to this,if you do nottake 
the courſe here preſcribed, The 
Horſe that 1s not broken when he's 
young, Will never be maſtered: The 
wildeſt Creatures taken in time, may 
be #axzed and cicurated, but upon-the 
omiſſion of that,what a fierceneſs and 
cruelty is there fixed in them, T leave 
it to you to make the application; God 
grant you may never know the Truth 
of it by experience, upon your 
delaying and deferring of good Educa- 
Hon. bv 

Secondly, Back Religious Educati- 
or, (in all the ſeveral parts of it) with 
fervent Supplications. You may do 
your duty, but *tis God that muſt give 
the belſene 3 The beſt Education is 
fruitleſs and ſucceſsleſs, it it be not ac- 
company*d with this: The Gardiner 
may ſet and plant, but there mult be 
rain from Heaven, and the warm in- 
fluences of the Sur, or elle there 1s no 
growth; Miniſters may preach in pub- 
lick, you may do much in przvate, but 
after all, 'tis God that gives the incyeaje 


and bleſſing. You are upon greater 
diſad- 


1 Cor. 3.7. 
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How ſoon are young ones receptive of 

ood or evil; and how plealing is it 

to God, when he ſees perſons betimes 

ſeaſoned with Grace ! Under the Law, 

Lambs and Kids, and young Turtles 

were the Sacrifices that he delighted 

inz when Parents dedicate their Chil- 

dren to God betimes.and educate them 

{o, that this dedication may be made 

good, this is highly acceptable to the 

/ Lord. Shall not theſe things prevail 
| - 
k . 


( with you, to put you upon #:wely and 


early Education? , Pray da as the-Gar- 
diner doth, as{oon as ever the Spring 
comes, he's digging, ſetting, ſowing, 
ſaveterata di- Planting, he will by no means loſe that 
ficilius curan- ſdaſyn ;, O let that care, and afiveneſs 
Zloram fr PE in you, for your Children in refer- 
#1d,cum jam ENCE TO Spiritual things.  W1ll it not 
_—_— *] wound and pierce you ta the very 
videas:euiext; DEATt, When you ſhall ſee Relarions, 
occurrite mor- perverſe , obſtinate , {purning at all 
9. Perl-Sat 3- counfels and reproots? to conſider, O 
time was, when they were pliable, 
when they would have harkened and 
yielded to gaod advice, when ye 
might have done with them what ye 
would ; but now that time is aver,nQW 
your Children are incorrigible 3 _ 

| 0 
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ſo by your not ###xely doing'of your 
duty,their ſouls'are ruin'd. O Friends, 
it will come to this,if you do not take 
the courſe here preſcribed, The 
Horſe that is not broken when he's 
young, Will never be maſtered : The 
wildeſt Creatures taken in time, may 
be #amed and cicurated, but upon the 
omiſſion of that,what a fierceneſs and 
cruelty is there fixed in them, 1 leave 
it to you to make the application; God 
grant you may never know the Truth 
of it by experience, upon your 
delaying and deferring of good Educa- 
tron. by 

Secondly, Back Religious Educati- 
or, (in all the ſeveral parts of it) with 
fervent Supplications. You may do 
your duty, but *tis God that muſt give 
the bleſſmmg 5 The beſt Education is 
fruitleſs and ſucceſsleſs, it it be not ac- 
company*d with this: The Gardiner 
may ſet and plant, but there muſt be 
rain from Heaven, and the warm 7n- 
fluences of the Sur, or elle there 1s no 
growth; Miniſters may preach in pwb- 
lick, you may do much in private, but 
after all, 'tis God that gives the incyeaje 


and bleſſing. You are upon greater 
diſad- 
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diſadvantages than the Gardiner; for 
you ſow and plant upon very bad 
ground, upon a very badſtock, a very 
corrupt Nature. O, if God's ſpeciab 
Grace doth not accompany and bleſs 
your endeavours, nothing; but weeds 
willgrow' upon this ſoz/,- nothing but 
' luxuriant branches upon this Socks 
Oftren therefore go/ to-him' in humble 
and hearty prayer 3. beſeech him toſet 
in with your Education, to crow 
your endeavours with ſucceſs, to make 
the means effectual to the attaining ob 
the end. Say, Lord, that my Childy 
my Servant may be the better for all this; 
| Tinſtrutt, Lord ſandifie inſtruttions 1 
exhort, Lord do thou ſet Exhortation | 
home upon the heart.z. Lord, Tcorre#, 
let CorreFion fetch out pride, &c. Let 
me ask you, Do you thus pray over 
your Education ® Do you pray: over 
and for your Children ? (as Abraham, 
Job, and others us'd todo). . Do you 
in ſecret pour out your Sexls ,* your 
Sighs, your Tears, for your poor 
Children? Do you ſometimes, (nay 
often) plead their caſe at the Throne 
of Grace? Lord, here*s au I{hmael; 0 
that he might live 3 SO 0 
that 


Gen. I% 18.1 
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that Chriſt might' be formed. in him Ga. 4. 19. 

here's a child of wrath, wilt than make 

hin an heir of Grace ? ſhall my. child be 

thy child s thou-baſt given him Feature, 

Limbs, Lineaments, Reaſon, Wit,wilt 

thou. give him Grace, toge 'tis not. the 

things. of the world, ' that-T ſo much de- 

fin or deſire for him, but, tis. Chuilt ' a 

Covenant Intereſt, «. renewed Heart, 

that Threathe after. 1 ay, do you thus 

plead with God; far your. Children? 

Surely.if, you do, God will, hear. A 

child of Prayers and: Lears.ſhall not 

periſh; (as Ambroſe comforted Monica 

concerning. her Son Auguſtine); O 

Pray, pray thus for them, this. ixigr; 

boeupe, (as Sophocles calls it), this - Sopbed. in 

treaſure, - or this ſtock of Prayers, is 44% 

the beſt portion, or eſtate that you.can 

leave them. And in ſpecial, when 

you are at praying-work,beg of God, 

that holy Education may, be bleſſed to 

them. 

Thirdly, Compleat your good Educa- 

tion at home”, by your ſpecial care, 

when you are to ſend, them abroad, and 

to diſpoſe of them in the worlds Surely, 

ſuch as are Conſcientious in the\former, 

will be very careſes 1g the /atter.. This 
Is 


and ' Domeſtich, Dedication. Part 2, 
is like the laying of the Roof in a buil- 
ding; He that builds an Houſe will 
not only lay his foxndation, and ſee 
that that be firm and ſtrong, nor only 
carry up the Superitru@Fure ; but he 
will alſo look to the laying of the roof, 
for without this, the foundation it ſelf 
will be endangered. That's your 
caſe here ; I ſuppoſe, as to Education, 

ou have laid the foxndation well,;and 
have bailt well zpor it, (whilſt your 
Children were at home with you); 
Now that which further lies upon you 
is the laying of the Roof ; that you 
diſpoſe well of them abroad, which 
if yon do not do,the foundation which 
you have laid, will be in danger; and 
all that you have done with ſo much. 
pains, will preſently be »done again. 
And therefore I earneſtly commend 
this to Parents;not onlyta be carefulof 

i theirs, whilſt they are with them, and 
under their eye, but alſo to be careful 
how they diſpoſe of them upon their 
removal from them. Are Children to 
togo to Schoo[? or to the Univerſity ? 
or to a Trade\? or axe they to enter 
upon a married ftate e Firlt, beg di- 


refFion of God, how and where to dil- 
poſe 
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* 


ole of them,(as Manoah did, Judg.123- 
.O #19 Lord,let the. an of God, which 
thou Lf ſend,come again unto ws, and 
teach us what we ſhall do wnto the £bild, . 
that. ſhall- be born). : And then,iZeer | 
your courſe by Religiows Conſiderations, 
As near as you' can, place.thern with 
ſuch as fear Gods with ſuch as will 
clench the nail which you have driver 
in, (as one expreſſes it); with ſuch 
who will build upon that foundation 
which you have laid, and further that 
good work which you have ; begun. 
This is a matter of great importance, 
and that which is very neceſlary ; we 
do too often ſee a good Education 
ſpoiled for want of care in thisz All 
that was gained at home,is loſt abroad ; 
all that was doze by the godly Parext, 
Is #1done by the careleſs School-maſter 
or Tutor, or Maſter, or New Relation. 
Much here might be ſpoken, even 
from Scripture, (eſpecially as to that 
Branch of diſpoling of Children in 
Marriage, in which the Patriarchs, geecen.24.2, 
did exerciſe a fingular care , as many 4- & 26. 34, 
laces ſhow us) : but I will rather 35-<27-46 
eave further enlargements upon this, 
to your own thoughts, I have all 
along 
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along in this #edions Diſconrſe,direted 
my ſelf to Parents and Maiters; muſt 
nothing beſaid to Children and Ser- 
vants 's. toſhow thetn, how they are to 
carry it, with reſpe® v0 this Religivms 
Education ? Should I fay ſomething 
upon this, I am ſure it would not be 
unneceſſary, and I hope it would not 
be wnprofitable 5 But, yet this being 4 
Digreſſion as to what I propouuded 
at firsf, 1 ſhall paſs it by. T he truth 
is, I have made fo many Apologies al- 
ready, that I am aſhamed to make 
more. 


CHAP. IX. 


The Fourth Branch of the Exhortation 
urged. 


i 9 which I have ſpent ſo much 
Time upon.is this, to excite ſuch 
as are Heads of Families, to be zealo## 
for the advancing of Religion in their 
Houſes 5 In order to which I have 
urged three things upon them : 1, That 
they would ( as far as *tis poſſible ), fil 
Up thetr Houſes with fuch as fear God. 
2:y. That Holy Duties be in them _ 
an 
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duly performed. 31y. That they would 
Religrouſly educate thoſe who are' wider 
their charge. There is yet one thing 
more to be enforced, (viz.) That they 
would Keep fin ont of their Houſes, and 
inſtead thereof keep up piety, and holy 
walking with God. 1 might as anich en- 
large upon this Head,' as Thave done 
upon any of the former ;burtl reſolve 
to contra. You, then'who have 
Houſes, and are in Authority there, 
keep fin out of them; {hut the doors 
upon fin, barr it out, give it no admit - 
tance; let not fin dwell where you 
dwell ;'tis the wors# gueſt that you can 
harbour or give entertainment to. You 
have excellent Promiſes made to them, 
who will not admit of ſin their 
Houſes. . Job 22.23. If thou return to 
the Almichty, thou ſhalt be” built up, 
[ thou ſhalt put iniquity fur from thy Ta- 
bernacles; | Then ſhalt thou layup Gold 


gs the duſt, &:c. Tea, the Almighty ſhall 


be thy defence, &c. So Job 11,14. If 
iniquity be ir thy hand, put it far away, 
and let not wickedneſs dwell in thy Ta- 
bernacle ; Then ſhalt thou lift up thy face 
without ſpot. £3 


Are 
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Are you in your old Habitations £ Q 
remember. how graciouſly they were 
preſerved, when the flames were juſt 
ſeizing upon them 3 The &rife was 
laid to the throat (as it were), and yet 
they. were ſpared; You were ſaved 

) from fire, yet ſo as Ly fire, (if I may 

: allude to | a6 of the Apoile, 1 Cor. 3, 
I5_). thatis, with a great deal of dan- 

ger and difficulty, (God knows). Now 

after ſuch a deliverance as this, ſhall ſn 

Ezrag. 13. bein your Hoxſes £ will you thus re- 
nd. 2. quite the Lord tor ſo eminent a mercy? 
Are your Habitations continued to 
be Habitations of Sin ? After ſuch 
mercy toyour ſelves, and ſuch judgment 
to your Neighbours, {hall (in yet abide 
with you ? God forbid ! A4re you to 
enter into your New Habitations £ let 
your great care beto keep (in out of 
them. O that all the Inhabitants of 
London, might wiſely conſider of Gods 
doings, (Plal,64.9._) that they would - 
hear and fear, and do no more ſuch 
wickedneſs, (Deut, 13. 11.) that all 
would ſet themſelves againſt fo, with 
the greateſt dread ans. abborrenee of 
it, Give me leave to plead with you, 
for ſurely God is pleading with you 


to 
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(to ſome ans about this very 
ws: After ſuch dreadful evils (as 
you have ſeen and felt) will you yet 
fin againſt God ? Hath he fo expryed 
his quiver that he hath no more judic:- 
al Arrows to (hoot againſt you? though 
he hath puniſhed you thus and thus, 
cannot he yet puniſh you ſever times 
more £ (Levit. 26.21.) will you pro- 
voke the Lord afreſh, and force him 
to firike again? Will you lay in zew 
ewel for another Fire ? Is it not e- 
nough to ſee the Czty once laid deſo- 
late ? Have you ſuſtained ſo much 
loſs, and cauſed God to do ſuch ter- 
rible things againſt you , and yet (hall 
$7x be little in your eye? Hath it ca 
ou out of your Habitations, and will 
not you caſt it out of your Habitati- 
ons? Can yon build fo ftroxg, as to 
have your Houſes ſafe, if fin be in 
them ? O, I beſeech you take heed of 
this: Do not carry your old ſizs into 
your zew Houſes ; you'l bring your 
goods tothem again, your Wares,your 
Selves, your Families bring what you 


| pleaſe, but do not bring your ſins to 


them; your przde, your laxnry, your 
covetonſneſs, your extortion , Ec. 


It 
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TE you would have your Habitations 


to be peaceable, ſafe, comfortable, let. 
not $iz,be in them. Job. 5:24. Thoy, 
ſhalt know that thy Tabernacle Gal be in, 
peace; (How ſhall this be brought a- 
bout )? thou ſhalt viſit vs Habitation, 
and ſhalt not ſin 3.(loit follows): O. 
if you vilit' your Habitatjons and de- 
file them, God: will viſit your Habi-. 
tations and conſume them : If ſin come, 
in at ong door, judgment. 1s ready to. 
come in at azother; Sin 0 m0re, leait 
a. worſer thing befall you; (there are 
F201 jet 'f{amzes YOr.your ſelves than thoſe 
which lately laid your Houſes 10 n aſhes). 

Job 21.28 Where are the dwelling places. 
of the wicked 2 Sin will undermine all 
your Buildings, *tis that Leproſce which, 
will eat out the walls, the Sore, the 
/imber thereof, and rot the foundation. 
thereof, We read of  Phocas , he 
built a very ſtrong wall about his Pa- 
lace, and then he thought he was ſafe; 
but this voice came from Heaven to 
him, Though thou buildeſi thy walls as 
hig þ as Heaven, Sin is within, and thut 
will pluck it down. O do not flatter 
your ſelves with foolifh confidence,that 


now you build in Brick, and lo you, 
are 


Chap. 9. Domeſtick, Dedication. 225 
are not liable to danger 5 for BricÞ and 

Timber ave all alike ta God ; he can as 

eaſily fire' the one as the other 3 and if 

ſin be inyour Houſes, they lic open'to 
Godsjudicial hand; they are under 

that flyrme Rol/, which Zachary ſpeaks ,,;.: >; 
ob, Zach. 5.2. &c. and'this{ooner or Familias in- 
later will fallapon them. How there- #7 #1 ope- 
fore doth it:concern you; the owners... þa5-ar 
and maſters of Houſes, to keep fin out «4.Scultet- 
of them,to keep your ſelves, and your | 
Houſes too,jwre from 8iz/And where- 

as there are ſome particular and ſfpeciul 

ſms, which you maybe very liableto 
(through Satans temptanorts and the 
corruptions of your owtihearts) when 

you exter-upon' your New Honfes', as 
Pride,Security,not eying'of Gud,(and- 

the like)zbe fare thathere you be very 
watchful. Deut.8.11,12,13,14 Beware 

that thou forget not the Lord thy God, 

&*c. Let when thou ha$t eaten antharts 

full; | and hat built goodly Houſes, avid” 

dwelt therein |,&c. Then thine heart bs 

lifted up, and-thou forget the Lord thy 

God 


And asyou mult not {tn your ſelves, 
 foyow muſt not'let orhers lin, ({o far as 
t lies '1n your' power: tO prevent it). 


Q 2 | You 
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You have Children and Servants in 
your Families, do not ſufter them to 
ſin, you muſt ſuffer for that ſin 
which you may hinder, and do not. 
You have a ſad proof of this in El;; 
His Sons made them vile, and he reſtrai- 
ned them not; O what dreadful judg- 
ments did God inflif&t upon him A 
this! He did reprove his Sons, (as you 
may ee, 1 Sam. 2. 22, 23, @&c.) but 
he did not do it with that ſharpreſs, 
which the hainouſneſs of their crime 
deſerved ; and he did not interpoſe his 
Paternal Authority for the reſtraining 
of them from ſin, and therefore, 
(though he himſelf was a good man), 


God threatned, he would do that, at 


which the eares of every one that heard 
it, ſhould tingle, 1 Sam, 3, 11, (and 
what befell him and his, your know 
very well). The Apeitle dehorts Ti- 
mothy from being a partaker of other 


wzens ſins; 1 Timothy 22, This xovorey: 


epTiais cAneTRLS, lies In two things, 
either iz the committing of the ſame ſins 


. which others do, or elle in bearing 4 


part of their guilt, in what they do : "Tis 
the latter of theſe, that I meddle with 3 


You that are Parents and MaFers take 
heed 
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heed how you 7zvolve your ſelves in 

the gxilt of your Childrens and Ser- 

vants (ins 3 may be, they le, they curſe, 

they ſwear, they profane the Sabbath, 

keep bad company 3 Do you let them. 

alone ? Do you not reprove them, cor-,,,,, 
reF them, reſtrain them ? Alas, you / feras, facs 
fin in their ſin; they commit the fag, *** 

but the gxilt of that lies upon you as 

well as upon them : Non-impedition is 
interpretatively an allowance, or appro- 

bation of what they do, a conſenting to 

what they do; nay, 'tis a tacit com- 

mand; (According to that known ſay- 

ing, 9ui non vetat, jubet ; and accor- 

ding to that maxim in the Civil Law, 355795 Dud: 
In maleficio Ratihalitio mandato com- ci. i,Rule 24. 
paratur,). This is agreed upon by all 4m: Ca/:Conſ. 
Caſuiſts, He that emits what is to be done ©” © 
for the preventing of ſin, or doth that- 

which is not to be done, upon which ſin 

follows in another, tbis perſon is acceſſa- 


ry to the ſin of others, and a partaker 
with them, Now think of this I in- 


treat you; and do not ſuffer thoſe who 
are under your power, toſin againſt 
God. Have you not fin enough upon 
Your own account 2 have you any need 
totakein the guilt of your Childrens 


A 3 and 
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and Servantsfins too? where 1s your 
zeal tor God, it you may hinder ſin, 
and yet do not 2 Do you love your 


_ Children, and yet ſtand {till, and look 


on, and let them dawn their ſouls for 
ever? what Parent would ſuffer his 
child to drink poyſon, or to run into 
the fire, and he reſtrain him not? Are 
wnqueuchable flames nothing to you? 
Do you love your ſelves, and yet con- 
tract and bring that gxz/t upon you, 
which will exdanger you for ever ? Do 
you .delire the proſperity of your 
Houſes, your Families, and yet con- 
nive at fin, and permit fin there? O 
let your {quls be all on fire with an ho» 
ly zeal againſt ſin! Do not ſuffer your 
neareſt and' deareſt Relations to fin; 
improve your Authority againlt ſin 
it you ſuffer it, you mult ſuffer for it 3 
you may let zt alone, but it will not let 
Jon alone 5 Omiſſions here are Cam: 
miſſuons. 

Thus I would have you to keep ſox 
out of your Houſes; and inſtead there- 
of let there be even, teddy, fixed, 
Dniverſal Holineſs,kept up and praGi- 
ſed in them; Holineſs becomes God's 

Houſe, (Pal. 93. 5). Ah, and it be- 
| Comes 
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comes zorr Houſes too: 'O that your 
Common Houſes might be Holineſs to the 
Lord, Zach. 14.21,21.1n that day ſhall 
there be upon the bells of the Horſes, 
HOLINESS UNTO THE LORD, 
and the pots in the Lords Houſe ſpall 
be like the bowles before the Altar. Tea 
every pot in Jeruſalem, andin Judah, 


ſpall be Holineſs unto the Lord of Hoſts, 


&@c. That which I drive at is this, Let 
you and yours be Holy; carry it in all 
things as a people conſecrated to the 
Lord; Let Pliety be liv'd 'by your 
ſelves, and by all that belong to you: 
Let nothing be ſeen in your Houſes, 
but what becomes the Goſpe), - and ſa- 


vours of God and Religion. How: 
are Houſes bleſs'd, when a trade of 


Godlineſs is driven on in them! when 
Husbands and Wives,Parents and Chil- 
dren, Maſters and Servants, all ſet 
themſelves, as with one ſhoulder to an 


Holy Courſe, it cannot go amils with 
ſuch Houſes. But no more cf 


this. 


2 4 CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


The laſt Branch of Houſe-Dedication 
urged. 


N long Chaſes, Doggs are apt to loſe 
| the Scext; Reader, that thou mayſt 
not think in this log Diſcourſe , - we 
have loſt our Matter and Method, let 
metell thee, where'weare. The De- 
dication of the Houſe, I made to con- 
fiſt in four things In a Religions En- 
trance upon it, by Prayer and Praiſe: 
In the ſolemn commitment of it to God's 
Prote@ion ; Tn the ſetting up of Religion 
init; In arieht carriage under Dome- 


ſtick mercies ; Nitherto I have been 


ſpeaking to the Three fir? of theſe; 
and I have very largely inſiſted upon 
the Third Head, becauſe of its vaſtzeſs 
and comprehenſiveneſs; and allo be- 
cauſe of its ſpecial reference to the 
Duty in hand, namely, Hoxſe-Dedi- 
cation. I come now to the fourth and 
laſt thing to ſtir you up, to a right de- 
portment and carriage under Domeſtick 
mercies. I told your, that Houſe here, 
16 not tobe limited to the bare wal/s,to 
the external rufyre, but 'tis to be 

con- 
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conlidered, as it 3cludes, thoſe ſeve- 
ral bleſſings, mercies, comforts, accomo- 
dations, that are enjoy'd there 3 Now 
alltheſe muſt be dedicated to God. 
| 1 need not tell yon, that a fred 
Habitation, to have an Houſe to dwell 
in, isa great zrercy: "Tis that merc 
which Chriſt higgſelf bad not, #farb.8. 
20. The Foxes have holes. and the birds 
of the air have neſts, but the Sok of 
man hath not where to lay his head, He 
that zade the world, and was-Lord of 
all things, had not an Houle to bein; 
He that went to Heaven, to prepare a Joh.14-22 3. 
place for #s there, had not a place here 
on Earth prepared for himſelf: Tis , 
that mercy which the ApoS7les and 
Primitive Saints had not 3 for they 
wandered about in ſheep skins, and goat 
chins, being deſtitute, &cFAeb, 17. 
38. Even unto this preſent hour,we both 
hunger and thirſt, and are naked, and 
are bufſetted, and have no certain dwel- 
ling place, -1 Cor. 4. 11, Blefled be 
God,it is not thus with you; yon have 
your Houſes todwell in, (and ſome of 
you very convenient, beautiful Hou- 
ſes tao).3 Is not this mercy? I hope W 
you do not forget, how it was lately 
with 
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with you, when you had not an Houſe 
to be in, (1f God -had not in your 
ſtraights graciouſly provided * for 
you). And further, your Houſes are 


full of Mercy; God fills them with gbod 
things, (as 'tis Job 22.18), they are 


richly furmſhed with all 4zzds of Mer- 
cies, Perſonal and Rglative, Spiritual 
and Temporal, &c, There's good food 
tonourilh you, good apparel to cloath 
you, good beds to ea yon, good Re- 
lations 1n whom you take much com- 


fort: every day your Tables are ſpread; 


mercies are yew upon you every Morning, 
Lam- 3:21. God loadeth you daily with 
bzs benefits, Plal. 68. 19. you live un- 
der a conStant ſucceſſion of mercies. 


My God, thon art all Love. 
Not one po## minute 'ſcapes thy brea#t, 
But brings a favour from above. 


You have Alercies, not only altra 
merita , but alſo ſupra vo0ta 5 
ſuch as are not only zrdeſerved, but 
undeſired and unexpeFed too. Your 
enjoy ments are above what you could 
well-bave looked for; As Jadeb ſaid 
tO Joſeph, IT had not thought to ſoe thy 


/ face, - | 


i. rare * 2 


Chap:3- Domeſtich, Dedication. 


Face, and lo, God hath ſhewed me thy 
Seed alſo, Gen. 48. 11. I appeal to 


many of you, when youfri# came up 
to this City, did you then expect ſuch 
Eſtates as God hath now bleſled you 
with? your beginnings were very low, 
and now you are greatly advanced, 
(as to wordly poſſeſſions). Shall not 
all now be dedicated to God?Shall not 
Domeſtick, mercies pals under this holy 
Dedication £ It you ask me, How is this 
to be done £ Take a ſhort account of 
that in three things. 

I. Let God be owned and ackhnow- 
ledged in all your Mercies : Alcribe all 
to Him as the proper Foxrtain from 
which all doth flow; Thus David did, 
Pſal. 87.7. All my ſprings are in thee. 
And fo your All it is of God : The 
Wife that lies in your boſom, (that is 


the deſire of your eyes), God gave her xxck. 24.16, 


to you, Prov. 19. 14. Houſes and riches 
are the inheritance of Fathers,and a pru- 
dent wife is from the Lord, The Chil- 
dren that are ſo dear to you, are the 
gift of God, Pſal. 127.3. Lo, Children 
are an Heritage of the Lord, and the 


fruit of the womb is his reward, Pal. 


128. 2, 3,4. The eſtate you poſlels 1s 


not, 
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not ſo much the fruit of your own i#- 
duſiry, as of God's bleſſeng ; Prov. 10, 
22. The bleſſing of the Lord, it maketh 
rich. Inſtance in what mercy you 
will, you may ſay of it, what Jacob 
faid of his Children, this is that which 
the Lord hath graciouſly given to me, 
Gen. 23.5. O letyour eye be upon 
God in every comfort ; *tis the pro- 
perty of gracious perſons to do this ; 
(as the bird hath no ſooner lipp'd a 
little water , but it looks »pwards, 
and falls a chirping). And here's one 
great difference betwixt a godly man, 
and a wicked man; The latter looks 


no higher than Self, he aſcribesall to 


Self, Dan. 4. 30. Ts not this great Ba- 
bzlon, that T have built for the houſe of 
the Kingdom, by the might of my power, 
and for the honour of my Majeſty? The 


former a\cribes all to God,and admires 


God inall. O the different language 
of David from that of Nebuchadnesz- 
2ar 1 2 Sam. 7.18, 19. Who amZT, 0 
Lord God £ and what is my Houſe that 
thou baſt brought me hitherto* &c. 
Shew your ſelves therefore to be gra- 
cious perſons by this, let a mercy be 
no ſooner received, but let God be 

acknow- 
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acknowledged and admired in it 5 
whilſt others look no further than the 
meer Branch, do you look tothe root 
of all. - We loſe our mercies, when 
we do-not dxly own. God, as the giver 
of them. Hoſ2.8.9. She did not know 
that T gave her corn and wine, andoyle, 
and multiplied her ſilver, and her gold, 
which they prepared for Baal. Therefore, 
will Ireturn, and take away my corn in 
the time thereof, and my wine in the ſea- 
ſon thereof, and will recover my wool, 
and my flax, given to cover her naked- 
eſs. God would have the Fir? Fruits 
from the people of 7/rael, that in the 
giving of theſe, they _ acknow- Aunu Deo 
ledg God's right to the whyle crop, and *frrebent Her 
that it was of his bounty, that they fraritme terre, 
had all the reſt; And *tis obſervable, =: Auforem 
when this people had made this ac- oe relifie. 
knowledgment, then it was lawful for rearur, U& ali- 
them to take the comfort of the reſedue: = r_— 
Theſe Firs? Fruits were elther the ax 4 
TpaToyarrigeTe, the F irſt growth and rent.Gualtper 
fruits of things, (of which you read, OO pag 
Levit. 19. 23, 24.) or the &ragxas, the 
firſt fruits of every years increaſe ; (of 
which, Levit. 23: 10,) Now I fay,after 
the people of Iſrael, had in the pay» 

ment 
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ment of thefe- acknowledged: Gods: 
tobe the beſtower of all, thawit was 
lawful for them to take the comfort of 
the reſidue. See Dent 26, 10, IT; 
and Levit. 19. 23,24,25.-\ Þhatwhich 
E zxfer from: hence41s this's firſt;-ac- 
knowledg God in: your: mercies, \that 
he is the Dozor of them,. and thewy© 
may take the ſweetneſc of. themz + This 
is the order 1n- whict God: will have 
mercies enjoyed; O- that we” could: 
keepupa'conſtantſenſeof Godinthe 
ſoul, as the Father and:Fountain' of all 
our. Good; That we could ſay of eve- 
ry mercy, this-1s\ that, ' which' cottits 
from above 3 the gracious hand of 
God 1s init. 
213. Whatever mercies you-enjoy, rt- 
tarn them back, again to. God, improve 
them for him, and: devote then to his 
glory. This was the carriage of Ham 
zab, no ſooner had God given her a 


child; but ſhe gives iti back again to, 
him, 18am. 1. 28. And. tbis went 


do, astoallour Mercies ; there mult! 
be returning, where there 1S recezving, 
Pſal. 116.12. What ſhall Trender to the 
Lord, for all his benefits towards me © 
'Tis a fad thing, on/y to be upon the 
receiving 


Le Set id. £3 1 3 & +. 
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receiving, hand.3, an. ingenuous ſpirit 
willnot, be guilty of this, it will re- 
turn as well ag receive; and.it willre- 
turn, what it receives : The, Rivers 
come. from the Sea, and. they ali run 
into, it, again 3: the Yapaurs areexhal'd 
trom the earth, and, they fall upon, it. 
again let that which bears Azalogie 
and reſemblance to this, be done by 
you, Many mercies are received from 
God, O let, all. of, them. be returned 
to God, Where can they be better than 
ina the hands of, him, = 

ofthem ? This is with Pharasbs daugh- 
ter, to put;the Chr/d to be anurſed. by its 
own #20ther., Exod. 2. 8, And doth 
any man loſe by,givizg to God ? doth 
not this procure him:more_ of mercy? 
He that returns. upon receiving, re- 
cerves upon: returning, 1. $47. 2.20. 
Eli bleſſed Elkanah\and his wife , and 
laid, The Lord give tbee ſeed of this wo- 
man, for the loan which is lent to the 
Lord. And ſo it fell out, for v. 21. 


The Lord viſited Hannah. ſo that ſhe con-. 


ceived and bare. three Sons, and two 
Daughters. O how doth MEFCcy. grow 
upon us,when we freely and faithtully 


eve back what, we do receive ! 
> ant 


© 1s the Father 
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But how may we return our mer- 
cies toGod 2 I anſwer, Improve them 
for him, and devote them to him. Are 
your Domeſtick-mercies and- other 
mercies, zzxproved tor God, and deve- 
ted to God? he doth much for yox, what 
do you do for hims what ſervice or 
glory hath God,for health,daily bread, 
reſt in the night, preſervation in- the 
midſt of ſo many dangers, Relative 
comforts, a plentiful eſtate, good fur- 
#iture, many accommodations (which 
others want)? Is ſo much done for 
Jon, and 1s nothing done by you, ina 
way of real Gratitude £ Are mercies 
dedicated and devoted to God ? Are 
they yielded up, ſet apart, for his uſe 
and fervice? (As *tis prophelſrd, 
Iſaiah 23. 18, And her merchandize, 
and ber hire ſhall be Holineſs te 
| Lord; it ſhall not be treaſured 

laid up ; for her Merchandize ſhall be 

for them that dwell before the Lord, to 
eat ſufficiently,and for durable clothing), 
This 1s but reaſonable, that as they are 
derived trom him, they ſhould be de- 
voted to him ; *tis but that which he ex- 
pets, (for upon mercy he looks for 
Duty); +'tis but that which you ſtand 
engaged 
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engaged tO, for every Comfort is a' 


Talent which you are entruſted with, 
in order. to ſervice; and tis the bei? 
thankefulneſs; (a verbal wordy thanks- 


giving isa poor thing, if 3t be not at- ' 


tended with ſomething that is rea/ in 
the life); and will merciesbe long co#t- 
timed, where they arenot tradedand- 


improved for God ? What Landlord" 


will let that Texazt hold hisland-that / 
pays himno'rext , nor 'does him any" 


have, istoi##prove what you have, for 


ſervice? The! way to- hold\'what you 


God and his glory. Serve him with 


your mercies,' and he'l ſecure them to. 


you; How kindly doth'he take it, 


when theſenſe of his goodneſs, quick-' 


G_ 


ens a perſon to be doing for-him ! So 


it was with- David, God' had done” 


great things for him, and his 3 O'he 
would bxild God an Houſe for it 5 he 


would ſome way or 'other teſtifie his” 
reſentment of God's favours to him. - 


Thus let mercies work upon you ; yo'r 
know they are very many,and very pre- 
cioys,, Odedicate them, devote them 


to God 3 where you have comfort,. let | 


God have glory ; Take heed, left you a+ 
gain loſe: your Domeſtick mercies .for 
want 
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waiut of this: Dedications 
213, Anflithen thirdly, Be willing to: 
regu up all fo the will and $008 pleajura: 
of God: So as if heſees it good to.capky 
tinge them ta, you; you'l be thankful, 
it he ſces.1t gapdta temaye them from, 
You, you'l ſubait, and ſays; Lot him; 


2 Sam, 15.26, ap what Jeews ham god, Let; you have; 


ag Hoxſe, and 4gomfortable/Habitatla; 
on, but if. Ged-will. withdraw. this 
mercy, :; and.. ture, you out af: GAOKSs: 
you WH quietly and; patiently acquir 

elce in his willy And @toogwnh Fr 
ſpeft to Relations, F{iehe, Liberty, Ut 
Your: comforts: you reſign thermal to; 
God; igenjoyingtbem, asabyays to, 
be willing 46,part, with ghemy (if i6- 
pleaſes him-to call for them) £1 :Lhis #8) 
a.bleſled frame: of {pirit,”' and- that; 
which gives ſupport and comfort. under - 
all the z/ues andieverts, of Pravidence., 


Many of yau in this City are ſhortly to. 


ſettle in your,vew Hoſes, where you 


- Promiſe your ſelves much comfort, (l 


heartily wiſh that-.all things may an- 
{wer your expeQation); but pray en- 
ter upon them-with: this frame,: of de- 
dicating or reſigaing up all to God, to 
be improved for his ſervice tabe referred 

io 
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to his diſpoſe.» What if God ſhould 

bring another ' d;/mal Fire upon your 

Habitations 2:.or, what if Gad. fome 

bther way, (hould ſee it neceſlary, to 

call ix his bleſſings, are you-willing to 

give up all to him? to haveall order-. 
ed:by bim?} Can.you lay, your Cog 
forts,, Conveniencies, - Enjoyments at, 
his feet 7 (lct/ me tell. yqu, they are 

better placed, when they areJaid at , 
Gad's feet, then when they are laid tog 1 
near Your own hearts) : this is tacarry 

itaright under Deweſtick mercies, and 

to dedicate them. to: God'z O be.not 

wanting in #b59. Dedication; As you 

muſh commit your Houſes to God's 

Proteffion , (o you muſt ſbarit your 

Houſes, (and all blcflings belonging . 
to: them), to: his hely will, and wiſe 
diſpsſe.,and then you alt like Chriſtians: - 
indeed. 


R 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XI. 
The Concluſion of the whole Diſcourſe. 


Have - brought you now juſt to the 

ſhore, where will land you imme- 
diately. I have (thorough God's gra- 
ciovs aſliſtance) gone thorough what I 
propounded to opex and apply , viz. 
Holy Dedication, both Perſonal and 
Domeſtick : The nature of both bath 
been explained, and the Prad@iſe of 
both hath been exforced by thoſe Ar- 
guments and Conſiderations which were 
proper to the a in hand, And 
ſo I have done, (though with much 
weakneſs), what was to be done on 
ty part, that which remains further to 
be done, 1s on your part. Shall this 
twofold Dedication be acted by you? 
w 11] you fall down before the lieks and 
evidence of that Truth, which hath 
been here ſet forth? and hve in a blfſ- 
ſed Conformity and fubjection to it ? 
will you come up to what hath been 
preſs'd upen you, in your Perſonal and 
Relative Capacity ? I ſay will you do 
this,or will you not ? Shall theſe poor 


Labours of mine have ſome fruit, or 
ſhall 
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ſhall they be altogetherin vain? ſhall 
'1t fare with this 7confiderable piece,as 
It doth with many excellent Treatiſes ? 
(whole price is asked, may be they are 
bought, nay, may be they are perxſed; 
but ina little time they are thrown a- 
lide, never minded more, nothing 
comes of them, and the Reader is but 
juſt where he was before). \'O that this 
was not the entertainment which the 
worthy Laboursof ſome did find from 
too. many | If zrine (which are nar 
worthy to be named with: Theirs), do 
meet with the ſame entertainment, it 
will much aftiict me upon a dowble ac- 
count ;, firſt, that God will not ule me 
as an in{trument for the doing of that 
good which 1 earneſtly delize to do; 
Secozdly, that means ufed prove inct- 
fective and ſucceſsleſs, as tothe pro- 
moring of the Salvation of your pre- 
cious Souls. I ſay, theſe two things 
will give me 2wch trouble: but as. for 
other things, wherein credit, eifeem, 
reputation are concerned, [ hopel ſhall 
value them no more than the dirt un- 
der my Feet. You may think of me, 
and ſay oFme, and of this poor Birth 
of mine, what you pleaſez but know 

R 3 that 
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that the watter ſpoken to, ' is of great 
weight and 1#pertance, and that which 
calls for your higheſt reſpe&, and mot 
ſeriows Confideration. Let but that be 
duly entertained by you, and thenfar 
- perſonal refpe#s or diſreſpe#s, yau 
haveto do with one, who is very in- 
different and much wnconcerr'd, 

' Dearly beloved Citizens, Irenew ny 
Advice to yon, and I beſeech you in 
the bowels of Chriſt, for God's ſake, 
for your own ſouls ſake, 

I. That you will dedicate your perſon; 

to Ged, (as this Perſonal-Dedication 

hath been deſcribed), Hezekiah ſpea- 

king to this very Argument, he prelles 

it upon the people of 7ſrael! by theſe 

Conliderations 3 2 Chror. 30. 6. Oe, 

Turn again unto the LordGod, &c. and 

he will return to the remnant of you,that 

are eſcaped out of the hand of the Kings 

of Aſſyria : And be not like your Fa- 

thers , 'and like your Brethren, which 

treſpaſſed againſt the Lord God of their 

Fathers, who therefore gave them up to 

deſolation, as ye ſee; Now therefore be 

rot ſtiff necked as your Fathers were, but 

yield your ſelves unto the Lord, &c.\and 
ferve the Lord your God, that the fierce- 
50") " wal 
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teſs of bis wrath, may tur. away from 
you. Are" not theſe Cohlidefariotis 
appticabletoyou inthis Cry? you are 


| a rembant clcaped outoF Yerrible jude- 


ment; though Plagwe-and "Fire have 
raged amonglt you, in You ltye; Gyd 
hath wrought dreadful deſolations ih 
your City, as you ſee 5 What wrath yer 
remains, yeu cannot tet; how Tha! 
it be prevented? Ozeldyorr ſelves to 
the Lord, dedicite your ſelves to hint; 
that's the way, Zo thru away the fierce- 
neſs of Gods bark Providential dif- 
penſations that ate pa$f;” (fome Mm the 
way of were, others in the way of 
judement), the preſent ſtate and poſture 
of things,(whetein fur cher jadgmensts 
ſeem to be itnpendent over us), all call 
upon you for this. Doth God ule to 
begin in this manner, and doth he not 
20 04, till he hath atttained his ezd, 
ohe way or another ? How ſhall we 
put a Zop to him in theſe judicial pro- 
ceedings, bur by [the yielding of our 
ſelves to him ? Self-dedication, and 


' Houſe-dedication will prevent City-de- 
ſolation. O therefore let Self-love (it 


nothing elfe will prevail Yand love to 
this poot Czty, put you upon Self-ded;- 
R 


4 cation, 
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cation. And beſides this, pray conſider 
what coitly and gloriow dedications, 
thegreat God hath brought about in 
Chriſt for you, Heb. 9.18, Wherenpon 


either was the f Teſtament dedicated * 


without blood, Heb. 10. 20. By anew 
and living way, which he bath conſe- 
crated (or dedjcated) for #5, thorough 
the vail, that is to ſay, his fleſh. 1 med- 


dle not with what is Controverſial from 


this place,(four the Romaniſts find here 


their Limbas Patrum); I only aim at 
+hjs 3: here's coſtly dedication and con- 
ſecration for us3 ſhall not we now de- 


dicate and conſecrate our ſelyes to 
God, in a way of thankfulneſs 2 (1 
touch upon theſe Motives here, becauſe 
I faid nothing to them in the former 
Diſcourſe, when 1 was wrgrog the duty 
upon you). O that I might prevail 
with ſome, (with many, if it be the 
Lord's good pleaſure), to dedicate 
themſclves.to God; fo asto give up 
themſelves fo Him, to ſurrender their 
wills ro his Wif, to reſolve for God.to 


ſeparate from a carnal courſe and a com- 


mon converſation, tO enter into Cove- 
ant withGod,and to devote themlelves 
to his gory; What can lie nearer to 

Ne iN | the 
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Chap.11.Domeſtick Dedication. . 
the heart of Chriſtianity, than theſe 
things do ? 

2/y. When this is done, thanl fur- 
ther iatreat you, to dedicate your How- 
ſes to God: Perſonal Dedication ſhould 
not go without this, as this cayzot be 
without that. What a City ſhould we 
have,if it might be made up of dedica- 
ted Houſes! Religion would puta grea- 
ter beanty and glory upon it than all our 
new models im building. O will you 
ſeriouſly weigh what hath been preſen- 
tedto you? will you make your Ex- 
traxce_into your Houſes with Prayer 
and Praiſe 2 will you ſolemnly commit 
them to Gcds Almighty Protection? 
will you ſet #p and advance, Religion, 
Piety and Godlineſs in them? (and 
ſo conſecrate them to God)? will you 
devote all your Domeſtick, mercies to 
God? I hope what hath been ſaid,may 
have ſome good effect upon ſome of 
you, to bring ou to the practiſing of 

It you reſolve upon them 
than I have but ewo things further to 
ſay to you, 

I, Do not only enter upon this Honſe- 
Dedication, but renew it, as occaſion 
and ſpecial caſes ſhall call for it. The 


Antients 
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Extat inter Ap4jerttr would tiot have Temple"dets- 
call Nicant cation to be repeated or reiterated $ but 
conſcriptos 6 ſurely: Hor e-dedication may be, 'Ind 
nn 26; 57s hou betepeared';, fri 2Byee caſts'e- 
cipit, Ecclefis (pechally':” 1. Under ſore great rhy)"0þ 
aug _—_— chang#of life. ' Suppole it to be war: 
conſecrar de- 714ge 5 GO then there Is more of duty to 
bere vid. Hoſp. be perforated, more of romfort tb bt 
fg 8 TEM- enjoyeds” they thete is a greater webd 
of Godfor the ſan ifytme and ſipteren- 
ig of the felation ; atitd theretore theh 

*tis good for petſons, again ſolem; 
and explicitely to dedicate their Houſe 

and theit 47 to God; 2ly. Aftert 
commiſſion of ſome great ſin, by thich 
the K- HEldr aw Dedication 
fome make to be fiothitig but Purificd- 
tion; to dedicate the Houſe; *ris to 
pnrifie the Houſe; Surely after gteat 
pollutfons by fin, the Houſe ſhould be 
waſhed and purifi'd again. Many” T4- 
terpreters bring in the Dedication of the 
Text, upon this; Abſalo## had greatly 
defiled David's Houſe, upoti his re- 
turn therefore he parifi*d it, by a new 
- dedication :' Great pelſutiofs call for 
new dedications. When Ahaz had 
defiled the Temple, He2thiah contecra- 
ted it again, 2 Chron, 29. The like 
was 
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was done by Judas Maccubews after 
Antiochws his polluting of the Temple. 
(as hath been ſhown). Do: you. thus 
to,asto your private Houſes 5, do, not 
ſuffer ſin to lie upon them 3 of all fil- 
thineſs let that be waſhed out 5; when 
they have been defiled, let them: be 


>) 
+» 
\O 


' Purif'd 5; How? By Faſting and 


Prayer. 


3ly, After the receipt of ſome ſignal 
and eminent mercy. Some make that 
to be the occaffon of David's dedica- 
ting of his Houſe(though they donot 
agree in the ſpecifying ot the particular 
mercy), Bucer and Munſter make it Gratias ogit 
to be, his recovery from ſome dangerows f'? 518 


b/ . waletudine 


fckneſs : Thefirſt and ſecond verſes in Ricer, Princi- 


this thirty Pſalm lcem to point to that 23's irgumen- 
| "+ 10s hu je 

mercy. O Lord my God, T cried unto pj; 

thee, and thou haſt healed me : O Lord tur ff: Gratt- 


thou haſt brought up my ſoul from the ©" a0, pro 


grave; thou haſt kept me alive, that 1 Pa 14> 
ſhould not go down to the pit. * Calvin ature, Munſt. 
thinks this was rather his Reſtauration 7% Freidlid. 
gn <q” Us 146. IR 

to his Kingdom, and his victory over Do 
Abſalom. Well,we cannot determine * Mag credi- 
what the mercy was, but ſore great \'* Ge, i® 
mercy David bad received, and upon 

this he doth anew dedicate his Houſe 


ro 
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to God. IF it ſhall be thus with'youat 
any time,do you do the ſame :- Were 
you preſerved when ſo many Thou- 
ſands fell by the /ate Plague # Ithink 

' your Houſes then ſhould have been 
anew devoted to God: Were they ſo 
miraculoutly kept in the /ate fire #1 
think there ſhould have been a freſh 
dedication of them. As the dedicati- 
on ſhould be lating for conſtant mer- 
cies, fo it ſhould be renewed for zew 
_ fignal mercies. This 1s the firif 
thing, 
Then ſecondly, I would ſay this to 
you, live under a due ſenſe of this, that 
your Houſes are dedicated; and let this 

Deticamnr fill you with an holy awe, of commit- 

7 empla, ut inting,or permitting nin them, Alcwin 

ex noxemer tells us, that the reaſon why Churches 

Angclorxm;& Were dedicated, was this, I hat men 

Heminesin ex being in them, upon the conltderation 


aone, - If the Sacredneſs of the place, they 


am ab exil; co. a } , 
gitatione ſe might abſtain trom every little vain 


OS. thought. Surely if men did but revive 
I z bd bl 
Cen. Dom, this upon their thoughts, that they and 


 (citat. in Ga- they Houſes are dedicated, they would 
benny} =_ it better than they do. O, ſhall l 
p. 293). Abulethe good Creatures of God , to 


Inxury and exceſs, in that Houſe which 
is 


Chap,11. - Domeſtich, Dedication. 
isdedicated toGod? ſhall I defraxd, 


exadF, deal diſhoneitly , 1n that Houſe 
whichys dedicated to God ? Shall I. 


ſuffer, Atheifticall, irreligious perſons, 
or- practiſes 7# that Houſe, -which is de- 
dicated to God? I ſay, it would be of 
great advantage to you, to live under 


a conſtant ſenſe of this, that your Hox- 


ſes are dedicated tothe Lord. . 

I will add nothing more: Only I 
ſhall endeavour daily to ag (what 
here I have wrote) with the moſt ar- 
dent and earneſt prayers,that God will 
be pleaſed to bleſs that counſel which 
hath been given ; and to make it efſeF- 
ual towards the attaining of that bleſ- 
ſed end, for which it is intended ; that 
theſe endeavours of mine may not 
only þe,a bare Teſt;rony of my Aﬀetti- 
0n to you, ( Dear Citizens ), but that 
they may turn to a good account inthe 
day of Jeſus Chriſt. O ſet upon your 
duty,and go as far in it as you can, and 


then whatever everts you may meet 


withal, as to your ſelves, your Relati- 


015, Your Eſtates, your Habitations, 


you will have comfort in God, inthe 
Teſtimony of Conſcience, and in the te- 
nure of the Covenant. Altbough my 

Houſe 
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DameStick Dedzcation.. part.) } 
Hauſe be wot ſo with God, yet he' bathi. | 
made with me an everlaſting Covenant, | 
ordered in all things andſure; forrhis' | 
is all my Salvation, and all my' deſtity. | 
although he make it \not v0 grams 
2 Sam, 23. 5. 345 290 þ 
Now wnto the King eternal, immortah,' 
inviſ#ble,- the only wiſe:'God, be Howour - 
and Glory, for ever andever, Amen. 
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ERRATA corrigenda. 


F irſt Part. 

1] DAge 19. for Aavid mirvro, make it Aayidos mirvrts. p. 42 

v'N lin. 4. euables for enable, p. 54. maglignity for malignity. p.99. 
m_— for Treaſury. P. 126. duxyos for doxvos. Þ- 143+ lin. 3+ 

read and ſo there paſſes a mutual obligation upon both. p. 189. upon. 

which all is built, ? dele ? | | 


Second Part. | 

Pag: 18. in the margent, Ze mareorum Civitats U. dele. p.zr 
lin. 22. within for with this City. p. 34. l. 25. an inconragement, 
dele aw. p. 49.Gualt, in Marc 12. read Gualtper: p. 69g. 1. 7. for 
make an &c. p.80.in the Citation out of the Whol# Duty of 
Man, at the words, was ſo careful, make an Oc. p. 103.1. 17. to 
conſider theſe fe; things, dele to conſider, p. 112. 1. 10. for would 
not, make ſhould not, or could not. p. 122. faco for fuco. p.133. 
ut meam amplius, for me amplizs. p.141, ſoluciti for ſoliciti. p.167. 
Die Scripturarum Tc, for de Oc, p. 168, J2T?) for Jan P. 197, 


| 1. 2. Inconvenien- for Inconveniencies, Suburbanna for Suburbana. 
| abſcence for abſence. Þ. 200. l, 4. more moft prone, dele. more. 
Pp. 211. lutux for lutum. p. 213. Purvule for Parvula, \ 
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